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Foreword
My interest in family history began, like so many others, with the death of a parent. While sorting through my
late father's effects I came across many old photographs, several of which I did not recognise. When I made the
fateful decision to investigate I became irretrievably hooked on the subject, and embarked on a course that at one
point -- quite literally -- threatened to take over my whole life!
Once you investigate family history, it can penetrate the most unlikely places and bring forth unexpected
results from ordinary everyday scenarios. Two examples: once my interest had taken hold, I joined the local
Family History Society, and through their magazine was able to contact Mrs Margaret Granger (nee Folkard) of
Young, NSW, Australia. Margaret it was, 3,000 miles away, who gave me the information that there was a
Monograph of the Folkard Family of Suffolk and Ipswich Record Office, eighteen miles down the road, had a copy!
My second example concerns news of one of my great uncles, contact with whom had been lost by the family at
about the time of the First World War. All my aunt could remember was that she thought he may have married a
Witham girl, but here the trail ended. Then, in October 1994 a chance remark about my name by Mrs Norah
Butcher of Sudbury Training Services revealed her brother-in-law was a Mr Tim Folkard -- of Witham! A
subsequent phone call has completely reopened the trail! This new information came when the book was virtually
ready for printing and underlines the fact that family history is a fascinating, engrossing subject on which you can
never draw a line.
As information piled up, the question of what to do with it became increasingly pressing. My son, Edward
John, a wizard on the computer (!) readily agreed to my suggestion that we try to update Arthur Crouch's 1890
Monograph as it stood for our first section, or try some method of editing it and correcting mistakes he himself
had acknowledged in an addendum to his own work. It seemed rather pointless to simply repeat the errors, and
while correcting them, it turned out to be just as quick to modernise the text as we went along. However, the
section is essentially Arthur Crouch's. Our own updates are clearly marked, and nothing he included has been
omitted. Modernisation simply means I have used a word or two sometimes where the Victorians were apt to use
half-a-dozen or so. And needless to say, direct quotations from diaries, wills and other documents have been left
entirely untouched. Arthur Crouch's original Foreword has been reprinted unaltered, both because of its
information, and because his ideas and framework have, as much as humanly possible, shaped ours.
Even so, the amount of research and the accumulated result of it threatened to swamp us, and it was the entry
of Steve Folkard of Scarborough, who gave us the much needed stability and a keener sense of purpose. He
compiled and sent out the questionnaire to all Folkards listed in the nation's telephone directories, and then coordinated their replies before sending them to us for setting up. The Folkards in the United Kingdom section is
essentially his, and without him this project would either not have been published or not until well into the next
century. He himself explains his method of working on page 127.
The Australian section has already been published separately as The Folkard Families of Australia in 1989. It was
most certainly the first attempt to collate the Folkards there and was published to coincide with Australia's 200th
birthday celebrations. There were no Folkards present during the initial voyages of settlement, but we arrived
soon afterwards, in 1825 and the family has developed steadily with the Australian continent ever since.
Margaret was indefatigable in gathering information in Australia and she deserves the Lion's share of credit for
its publication. The present section has been corrected and updated to 1994 wherever possible.
The book has been entirely set by Edward John Folkard of Crayford and published by his company, a
mammoth task and one for which I can never thank him enough. His patience and fortitude when confronted by
my never-ending queries, requests and equivocations have been beyond praise. Brian Folkard, my brother
designed, set and printed the leaflet and order form; so that the production of this volume has been entirely in the
hands of the family.
The following pages are, I hope, enjoyable, perhaps instructive glances at the multifarious branches of the
Folkard family tree. In such an enterprise, thanks are due to innumerable people so perhaps the best thing to do is
to thank you all, and thus not risk leaving anybody out! But as we have already indicated, it doesn't end here. If
any of it jogs your memory, or inspires you with a desire to fill any of the many gaps in our knowledge, please do
not hesitate to contact me at the address below. Let's keep it up to date with any further developments so that the
family historian of the 2090s will have had as fine a springboard as that left by Arthur Crouch in the 1890s. I wish
him, or her, well.

53 The Commons
Colchester CO2 4NJ
Essex
November 1994
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For those who are too young to remember pre-decimal currency in the United Kingdom the following may help:
4 farthings = 1 penny (d)
12 pence = 1 shilling
240 pence = £1
20 shillings = £1
£1 1s = Guinea
5 shillings = 1 Crown
When just shillings and pence were used notation was 5/6 (5 shillings and 6 pence)
When pounds were used as well £1-5-6 (1 pound, 5 shillings and 6 pence)

In a work as voluminous as this, there is plenty of scope for error and contradiction especially when records go
missing or are incomplete. Many hours of effort has gone into reducing these to a minimum, however the author
or publisher are always anxious to hear of any that have slipped through the net or if you have discovered fresh
information. Their contact information is given below.
We have also used pictures acquired from unknown sources. If you hold the copyright for them we apologise for
not contacting you, but we will acknowledge any known copyright in subsequent printings.

Contact addresses
Author:
Mr J Folkard
53 The Commons, Colchester, Essex CO2 4NJ (United Kingdom if outside UK)
Publisher

Mr E J Folkard
199 Station Road, Crayford, Kent DA1 3QF (United Kingdom if outside UK)
Tel: 01322 526610
or at john@ejfolkard.com

The publisher is keeping up-to-date the database that has resulted from this hard work, and so would be
delighted to receive any news or information about on any member of the Folkard family. I would
appreciate therefore the results of any research undertaken (with sources if possible). You never know – that
one small piece of information you might find, might just fill in some of the missing links. Additionally,
contacting me might also save you a lot a time and wasted effort.
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Introduction to the Monograph of the Family of Folkard of
Suffolk
ancestors of the God Woden, and in the pedigree of Hengist
and Horsa. The Suffolk family claims descent from Fulchard,
‘prepositus‘ of Thetford in 1130, whose descendants settled at
Eye and Mellis and remained there well into the seventeenth
century. The name occurs frequently in the Domesday of
Suffolk. The earliest instance in the Eastern Counties is that
of a King’s Moneyer of Norwich, in the reign of Ethelred the
Unready. There were moneyers of the same name at Ipswich
in the reign of Canute, and at Thetford under the Conqueror.
William Folcard, who seems to have been a Sheriff of Suffolk
in 1130, may have been identical with the ‘prepositus’ of
Thetford.
The Folkards of Suffolk bear as arms, by prescription, sa. a
chev. betw 3 covered cups or. An ancient sketch is preserved
in the College of Arms. The assumption is they were granted
to Walter Folcard, of Eye, who was Commissioner for the
Queen Mother’s Suffolk estates, by Edward III early in his
reign. They were placed, at an early date, in the windows of
Buxhall Church; where a fragment of the shield with one of
the cups is still to be seen. They were quartered by Sir
Edward Coke, Lord Chief Justice, whose paternal great
grandfather, John Coke of Ryston, Norfolk, married Alice,
daughter and ultimately co-heiress of William Folkard. The
Earls of Leicester, his descendants, yet hold the Manors of
Folkards and Sparham, which came to them through this
marriage, and the Folkard arms are amongst their numerous
quarterings. Branches of the Folkard family still reside in the
Eastern Counties. Mr John Folkard lived in the quaint old
moated hall at Framlingham up to his death in 1823; and the
last descendant of the Parham line, Mr Thomas Folkard,
died at Parham Hall in 1853.
The Folkard pedigree, here given, is founded on that
compiled by the Candlers in the seventeenth century. The
text of Harl MS 6071, 380, collated with Tanner 180, 26, 27, is
printed in italics. The annotations in roman type are from the
proposed edition of the Candler MSS, already sufficiently
commented upon in the pages of the East Anglian. This
pedigree, it need scarcely be said, could be very greatly
extended in every direction.
J. J. M.

There can be no better introduction to this volume
than the original 1890 one by Arthur Crouch Folkard.
The principles he embraced then have been the
guidelines, wherever possible, of this new edition just
over a century later. But the Pedigrees he mentions in
the text have, reluctantly, not been reproduced,
because there were a number of mistakes in them,
which he himself acknowledged in his text. It seemed
pointless to perpetuate such mistakes, though the
pedigrees themselves remain a fine achievement.
A visit paid some years back to the College of Arms,
on which occasion my friend, the late Mr. Tucker, then
Somerset Herald, kindly showed me very early
records of the arms of Folkard of Suffolk, induced me
to commence search for further memorials. An
enormous mass of material had been collected by me
in manuscript, when Mr. R. A. Baxter obligingly
offered to print what I might select of it at his private
press. It appearing to me that the ancient wills — as
furnishing wider evidences than any other records —
should be the first to be printed, they were therefore
chosen for this initiatory instalment. Mr Baxter having
proceeded as far as page 30, circumstances compelled
him to stop further assistance, and for the completion
of this first part of A Monograph of the Family of Folkard
of Suffolk, I have been indebted to Mr. Richard Folkard.
The four pedigrees given in this part have, owing to
the great cost of printing such work, been prepared by
myself by a method and with appliances inadequate
for producing finished workmanship. For a work
intended only for family and gratuitous distribution,
the heavy charge for printing these pedigrees properly
must have wholly prevented their production.
Indulgence may, therefore, be asked for their rough
character.
During my researches it was found that there were
in existence four pedigrees of the Suffolk family. The
earliest was the compilation of the Rev. M. Gillett, alias
Candler, probably about 1650. It is to be found on
page 380 of No. 6071 of the Harleian MSS in the British
Museum Library. An amplification of this pedigree is
preserved in the Bodleian Library (Tanner 180, 26, 27).
A third is among Davy’s Suffolk Collections, in the
British Museum Library. This was compiled early in
the present century (19th), and relates to the Parham
branch only, though very copious notes relating to the
family in other localities of Suffolk and Norfolk are
given in Vol LIV of the same work. The fourth was the
work of Dr. J. J. Muskett, the well-known Suffolk
genealogist, and was published in The East Anglian,
Vol II (New Series), page 118. To that gentleman, as
well as to Mr. F. A. Crisp, I am under great obligations
for kind assistance in my researches.
It is scarcely possible to do better in the way of
commencing a few observations respecting this
ancient family than to quote the following prefatory
remarks to the pedigree last named:

In extension of the above quotation, it is proposed to
offer a few remarks under the several headings of
which it treats.

The name

This is so abundant in the early chronicles, that it can
only be said that the occasions of it go beyond the
scope of reference here. It is to be found throughout all
historical periods in those of nearly all the countries of
the continent of Europe, as well as in those of England,
Ireland and Scotland from the earliest historic times. In
every country of Europe are also to be found many
towns and villages bearing the name; but the number
of these is so great, that it is impossible here to state
more than the bare fact. Only one authority on
surnames (Camden) differs from the view taken of the
meaning of Folkward by Dr. Muskett, and he
maintains that its proper interpretation should be
Prince or Ruler; i.e., the warden or guardian of the
people. But it seems more likely that Dr. Muskett’s
view is the correct one. The name is undoubtedly of
Danish origin, and not of that of the more northern
races of Norway and Sweden, only one instance of it
having been found by me in the Sagas, and that
apparently referring to a Dane.

FAMILY OF FOLKARD, CO SUFFOLK
The name of this family is derived from Folkward, i.e.
president of the local folkmoot. It is met with, in various
forms of spelling, in the early chronicles of the continent. It
was borne by the ancestors of the Dukes de la
Rochefoucauld (Rupis Folcardi); the Counts of Anjou
(Folcard and Folco of the Plantagenet line); the Marquises of
St Germain-Beaupré (Folcard and Foucault); and other noble
houses of France, Spain and Bavaria. It had, perhaps, a
Danish origin, and appears amongst the mythological

The ancestry of the Suffolk family

There has always been a family tradition that it owed
its origin to an abbot. Such traditions have very
probably a strong basis, and in my endeavour, made
1

in Pedigree No 2, to trace the source of the Suffolk
settlement, that origin has been hypothetically
adopted. It will be recollected that until Pope
Hildebrand, who was elected in 1073, issued his Bull
against marriage among ecclesiastics, the practice of it
was a recognised one; and it is on record that Abbot
Folcard of Marchiennes, Flanders, was deposed,
because, among other evil acts, he deputed the
management of his monastery “to his wife”. It is quite
possible, therefore, that the celebrated Abbot Folcard,
of Thorney, in Cambridgeshire, to whom the
foundation of the Suffolk family is assigned in
Pedigree No. 2, was a married man. In the history of
Thorney Abbey we read that he brought his relatives
to England from the Pas de Calais, and procured
settlement for them in England. Thorney being near to
the borders of Suffolk, the theory adopted that its
abbot was the one of the family tradition is not a farfetched one. It is somewhat confirmatory of this
theory, that a family called “Fullard” has been resident
at Thorney up to the present time. Still, the name — as
stated by Dr Muskett — was certainly known in the
Eastern Counties long prior to the abbot’s coming to
England; but, on the other hand, the Norman origin of
the family is very conclusively determined by the fact
of the early use by it of both Christian and surname, as
will be seen by the Pedigree No 2; and that origin is
further supported by the additional fact that the
Christian names used are quite Norman, and have in
no case an Anglo-Saxon character. Although
admittedly this pedigree is largely conjectural, it will
be seen by it how firmly the line of descent was
established through and in one locality — that
surrounding the town of Mellis, Eye, and Thetford.
This pedigree must be left to tell its own tale without
more lengthened remark upon it on this occasion.

Folkark
Folkart
Folkaut
Folkerd
Folkford
Folkhard
Folkland

In further justification of the acceptance given by me
to many varied forms of the name met with, it seems
desirable to give the following extract from my paper
on “The Multiplication of Surnames”, which appeared
in The Antiquary of September, 1886:
The writer has therefore selected a few out of the many
instances where the name of Folkward has thus received
adoption as the name of a locality, and the citation of the
different forms met with in ancient documents, and so
applied, will form strong warranty for his assumption of
similar variations in its use as a personal appellative.
Out of 144 instances in his present possession wherein the
personal name has so been the foundation of those of towns
in various countries, four are quoted for the fulfilment of this
object, though the two last have been associated, it having
been found impossible to distinguish as to which of them the
corruptions apply. The modern name of the town is that first
given, and the older ones are arranged as they appear to
vary in succession from the earliest to the latest form, some
attempt at parallelism also being maintained.
Fockerby
(Yorkshire)
Folkwardby
Folquardby
Folkardby
Folkerdby
Folkerby
Fokardby
Fokerdby
Foquerby
Fookerby
Fokerby
Fockerby
Fawkeby
Folkesby
Fulcherby
Felcardby
Falgardeby
Fougerby
Folgnarby
Folnarby
Foceby

Varied forms of the name

I have written very fully on this subject in The
Antiquary of February, March and September, 1886,
and to my papers therein appearing the reader must
be referred for the full justification of my acceptance of
the many forms appearing on Pedigree No 2, the only
one of those published with this part in which the
curious spellings met with have been maintained. The
forms under which the name may be recognised are
almost endless, and it would require more space than
can be devoted to the subject here to give proof of their
identity with Folkard. But since the papers above
referred to were written by me, it has been my habit to
preserve the varieties of forms in which I have myself
been addressed, and the following list is given of
these. All bearing the name will have experienced the
difficulty of obtaining correct nomenclature from
those to whom it is strange; and they will therefore
scarcely think this list an extraordinary one, or that it
does not strongly justify my assigning kinship to the
many cases shown on Pedigree 2.
Falcard (3 instances)
Falkard (2 instances)
Falkand
Falkhard
Fallcard
Faukner
Faulkin
Faulkland
Foijdard
Folaard
Folcard
Folchard
Folckard (5 instances)
Folkand (2 instances)
Folkarde
Folkaard

Johnkard
Okard
Polkatt
Rolkan
Tolkard
Volkard
Yolkard

Foggathorp
(Yorkshire)
Fulkwarethorpe
Folkarthorp
Folkerthorp
Folkersthorp
Fokkerthorp
Fowkersthorpe
—
—
—
Fokerthorp
—
—
Folkethorpe
Fulcathorpe
Follethorpe
Fulthorp
Foggerthorpe
Fogathorp
—
—

Faulquemont and
Foucarmont (France)
Folcardi-Monti
Fulcaudus-Montensis
Fokardimonte
Fulcardemont
Folcarmunt
Frocardi Monte
Francquemont
Montes Fouquerannus
Foukarmount
—
—
Faukemont
Falkemont
Fulcharmunt
Facarmund
Falco-Monte
Falconis Mons
Falcmont
Falkenstein
Fontardi Monte

It may also be mentioned that, from very early
times, both Folco and Fulcher have been the
recognised equivalents of Folkard. As one proof out of
hundreds as to this, can be cited the fact that in the
case of one important index all the Folcards given in it
proved to be Folcos in the body of the work. Similarly,
in Bohn’s edition of Ordericus Vitalis, Abbot Folcard of
Thorney is throughout referred to as “Fulcher“, and
not by the name “Folcard”, signed by that abbot to all
his many literary works. Lord John Hervey, in his
translation of the Domesday Book of Suffolk,
invariably translates Fulchered and Fulkered as
Folkard, and in a law suit to which Benjamin Folkard
of Beccles was a party, in 1650, his name is
occasionally spelt as Folkered and Folkerd.
It should be borne in mind that the ancient ch was
the equivalent to the modern k, which only came into
use about the fourteenth century, and was an
adaptation of the old method of writing the c across
the h, in earlier times, to express a hard pronunciation.
Thus, Folchard should be read as Folkard, and
Fulcher, Fulchar, Folcher and Folchar as Fulker,
Fulkar, Folker and Folkar.

Folkraw
Foltyard
Folward
Forkard
Fottrell
Foukard
Foukeid
Foukhend
Foulchard
Foulkard (4 instances)
Foulkhard (4 instances)
Foulkhend
Fouzard
Fulcar (3 instances)
Fulcard
Fulkherd
2

The position of the family in the County

But were an attempt made to give all the proofs in
my possession of the identities, it would be an endless
task, and what has been written above on this subject
must suffice. Coupled with the alternative names
given to the same individual, appearing on Pedigree 2,
sufficient evidence will, it is believed, have been
afforded. “No reliance”, as is said in Cussad’s work on
Heraldry, “can be placed on the orthography of
proper names, either of persons or places”, in the
earlier times.

Pedigree No 2 affords many indications that in the
earlier times its members occupied important official
posts. Its decadence into the ranks of the yeomanry of
the county would seem to have commenced early in
the fifteenth century, for none of the Herald’s
visitations contain reference to it, though about the
middle of that century wealth began to be accumulated by some of its members, and the designation of
“Armiger” appears on their tombs and brasses. But in
all the instances of this accumulation known to me, the
lines which possessed wealth eventually became
extinct by failure of male heirs, and their property
descended to the families into which the females had
married. A special instance of this is noticeable in the
case of the Sparham line (Pedigree No 3) most of the
lands and manors possessed by it passing into the
possession of the ancestors of the present Earl of
Leicester, and being still the property of his family.
Limit of space forbids my entering, in this Part No 1
of the monograph, more fully into details. In
subsequent parts it may be hoped that full references
may be made to the individuals named in the four
pedigrees this first one contains. It is regrettable that
opportunity has not yet occurred for me to search the
registry at Bury for the wills it contains. All the other
depositories of such documents, viz, those at Somerset
House, Norwich, and Ipswich, have been fully
examined. Very many of the Parish Registers of the
county also remain unsearched as yet; specially among
which may be named those of Mendlesham, East
Bergholt, Debenham, and Ratlesden. Where it has
been possible for me to extract from these, they
afforded reason for thinking that many branches of the
family as yet undealt with may be fully traced out.

Arms of the Family

Mr. Tucker showed me a sketch of these, when the
visit before referred to was made, of a date long
antecedent to the institution of the College of Arms by
Richard II, which, among its many records, has no
reference to their grant. It is certain, therefore, that
they were borne by “prescriptive right”; as, also, that
at the date of the ancient sketch referred to being
made, the family occupied a position of importance in
Suffolk. I have suggested, on Pedigree No 1, on which
a drawing of the arms is given, that they may have
been granted by Edward III to Walter Folcard of Eye,
who was, in Edward’s reign, commissioner for the
estates of that king‘s mother situate in Suffolk. This
however, is mere conjecture, and it is possible, if any
reliance may be placed on the assignment of arms on
the ancient Roll of Battle Abbey, that they were borne
at the battle of Hastings by Fauecourt (alias Folcard),
who is placed contemporaneously, and as an
alternative possible ancestor of the family, alongside of
Abbot Folcard on Pedigree No 2. The absence of the
adoption of any crest by any branch of the family is
significant of the great antiquity of the arms borne by
it. All the armorials of Suffolk contain mention of
them, and the most ancient of these refers to their
appearing on the windows of Buxhall Church, Suffolk.

Arthur Folkard MInstCE
Ceylon Civil Service (Retired)
January 27th 1890

Imprint of Robert Folkard & Sons, whose
company printed Arthur Crouch Folkard’s
Monograph in 1890.
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THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

ISOLATED
INDIVIDUALS
SEPTEMBER 1994
1. Abbot FULCARD = . . . ?
Thorney Abbey
Cambridgeshire
L 1060-84
?
WILLIAM
Sheriff of Suffolk

2. FAUECOURT
L 1066

4

5. FOLCARD
(also Folcierd)
Thetford
L 1070

? son

FOLCHARD
Thetford
L 1130

13. FAUCHERED
Eustace de
Ubbeston
L 1206

3. FULCHER(D)
Cnotington
L 1087

4. FULCERED
Framlingham
L 1087

12. FULCHRED
Leiston
L 1087

7. FULCHERED
Robert
Sweffling
L1087

9. FULKERED
Keduna
L 1087

8. FULCARD
Strandiston
L 1087

6. FULCARD
Walt
Mellis

10. FOLCHIER
the Priest
Suffolk
L 1165

14. FONTARD
Vidald de
Henham
L 1214

11. FULCHERED
(also Fulcred)
Peasonhall
L 1087

Isolated Individuals

arraigned before a council held at Gloucester during
Christmas 1084.
The abbot was doubtless guilty of the accusations,
and the fact he was forced to resign as Abbot of
Thorney indicates he was unwilling to sacrifice his
wife and family in accordance with Gregory’s
instructions.
Historians tell us Abbot Folcard was overcome with
disappointment and grief and returned to his old
monastery at St Bertain. No record of him is preserved
there, except for a few references to “the abbot of St
Bertin” which, if it is him, must have applied to his
career after leaving Thorney. He may have been the
Folcard appointed later to be Abbot of Lobbes in
Cambray, who is stated to have been a man of
distinguished learning and disciplinary power — the
first description, at least, fits our abbot, the second he
may have acquired from his chastening experiences.
He was also described as being knowledgeable and
had an open and gracious air, with polished and
agreeable manners.
His chief writings were The Life and Miracles of St
Bertin, A Review of a Record of Some Miracles of the 10th
Century, Life and Miracles of St John of Beverley, A Life of
St Oswald, Bishop of Worcester, and a Life of St Botulph
(whose remains are buried at Thorney). The Life of St
Andomari, Bishop of Terouenne, Pas de Calais was largely
added to by the abbot, and there were many other
writings by him. All his works were printed and can
be found in the magnificent Patroliga of the Abbe
Migne, a copy of which is in the British Museum
library. A full account of the Abbot’s tenure is in
Warner’s History of Thorney Abbey.
We have dealt at some length with the celebrated
abbot on the supposition, that he was indeed, our
ancestor. We shall perhaps never know the full truth
after the passage of so great a time and the shortage of
reliable human records during this period, but it is as
good a point to start as any. And we will probably
never know if the William Folcard, sheriff of Suffolk in
1130 was, as sometimes claimed, a son of the abbot.
Certainly the Pipe Roll records show that his duties as
sheriff extended into Cambridgeshire, in which county
Thorney Abbey is situated and which borders Suffolk.
2. Fauecourt (Latin: Folcard). The Roll of Battle Abbey,
near Hastings, names this knight as one who fought
with William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings
in 1066. The liberal rewards in land distributed among
his followers, make it likely Fauecourt was awarded
land in Suffolk, and some of the Domesday entries
refer to him. “ffauecourt” is one of many French forms
of “ffolcard” and more than one instance contains “In
Latin Folcard” appended.
Included on the Roll of Battle Abbey are the names
“ffouke” and “ffitz-ffouke”. Fouke (pronounced
Fouker) was also a common form of writing Fulco or
Fulcard, in the same way as Fouker or Foker has been
long used in Suffolk. Three knights bearing the name
crossed from Normandy with William I. Ordericus
Vitalis names Fulk the Lame as furnishing William
with forty ships to transport his army, and it is likely
Fulk’s sons embarked with the expedition. Several
noble families in Normandy bore the name at this
period and it may be a son of Fulk the Lame was
identical with Fulcaud (also named as Fulcand,
Focaud, and Fulcald), Lord of Arques in Normandy, in
about 1150. This family, allied to Foucalt Desnier, Lord
of l’Obroire in 1082, is stated in A Mésalliance of the
House of Brunswick to be the ancestor of Eléonore
d’Olbréze, wife of George William, Duke of Zell,
whose daughter Sophie-Dorothie was the wife of
George I of England and mother to George II.
3. Fulcher (D). Little is known about him except that
Domesday records him as owning land at Cnotington
(mod Honington, qv page 15).

1. Abbot Folcard was said to be Flemish, born at
Marchiennes and a monk of the Order of St Benedict.
The earliest reference to his career is as a monk at the
Monastery of St Bertin at Sithieu, Normandy, where
he was educated by Abbot Bavon. St Sithieu was
either identical with, or a suburb of, St Omer in the Pas
de Calais, a town of Flanders.
Folcard, regarded as an unruly pupil, but made a
priest of the Church of St Omer in 1060, came to
England to make his fortune some time before the
conquest of 1066 for like most of the literary men
patronised or encouraged by Edward the Confessor,
he was eminent chiefly as a writer of the lives of saints.
He may not have been a resident of England at this
time of course, though one authority says he arrived at
this point. Some believe he entered the monastery at
Canterbury in 1060, the year he was made priest of St
Omer, another writer maintains he was summoned to
England by William immediately after the conquest,
but whatever the truth of the matter, he was
celebrated for his studious character as a monk, and
already known for his writings. Ordericus Vitales
describes him as a man of deep erudition, courteous,
pleasant and charitable, and well skilled in grammar
and music.
Upon his arrival in England, he probably entered
the monastery of the Holy Trinity at Canterbury. His
deep friendship with Aldred, Archbishop of York,
lends colour to the supposition he may have
proceeded from Canterbury to Durham before being
appointed to the Thorney Abbacy by William the
Conqueror himself. This was in 1068, so his rise was
rapid and distinguished, though the appointment
itself was unpopular. William’s interest in Abbot
Folcard may have been because the Conqueror’s wife,
Matilda, daughter of Count Baldwin of Flanders, had
for her first husband Gherbod, son of Rodolph de
Warren, from whom she was divorced, and who was
an avoue (attorney) of St Bertin Abbey at St Omer.
Abbot Folcard, dedicating The Life of St John of Beverley
to Aldred, speaks of troubles at his monastery and of
himself. These had been relieved by the Archbishop,
who procured for him the assistance of Queen
Matilda, and the Abbot expressed his gratitude.
Folcard ruled as Abbot of Thorney for sixteen years,
disliked, it seems by the Saxon monks over whom he
was appointed in opposition to their charter which
gave them the right to elect their own abbot. The Red
Book of Thorney relates how their dislike of him as a
foreigner was deepened by the fear he would
distribute abbey property to his relations.
But how is it that a monk, supposedly celibate, could
beget children and leave legal heirs? Until Pope
Gregory (Hildebrand, elected in 1073), issued his
papal bull against ecclesiastical marriage it was a
recognised — tacit if not legal — practice. No reason
therefore why the celebrated abbot of Thorney should
not have been a married man. The History of Thorney,
indeed, relates how Folcard brought his relatives from
Pas de Calais and settled them in Cambridgeshire.
Thorney being near the Suffolk border, the tradition
that he founded the Folkard family of Suffolk is given
added impetus.
But the Papal Bull of 1073 demanded celibacy and
from then onwards, the abbot’s days at Thorney were
numbered. The pope was determined the Bull should
be carried out in full, and in Archbishop Lanfranc he
had an enthusiastic prosecutor. Abbot Folcard was
accused of leaving the management of the monastery
to his wife while engaging in other more secular
activities. He was indicted by Archbishop Lanfranc,
and already unpopular with his own monks,
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4. Fulcered of Framlingham, Suffolk. Nothing of this
man is known except in Domesday which records him
under Framlingham:

and on the reverse FOLCARD MO DTFI. The
employment of P for W in William and of D for TH in
Thetford was common, and is invaluable in estimating
the value of ancient spellings; indeed, the Archaeologia
records William’s name as appearing under twelve
different forms among these coins.
Folchard, Governor of Thetford in 1130, may have
been son to this moneyer, but there is no concrete
evidence that this was so.
6. (Walt) Fulcard (also Furcard) Had land at Mellis qv
page 7.
7. Robert Fulchered of Sweffling. Domesday has an
entry (translation):

Fulcered holds of Robert Malet, one free man under the
protection of Edric, ten acres: valued at two shillings. Edric
of Laxfield held under the Confessor.

5. Folcard (also Folcierd) of Thetford. A King’s
Moneyer, or Master of the local Mint. There were in
William I’s time several such Mints in Suffolk and Sir
Henry Ellis’s Introduction to Domesday describes them
as:
antiently one of the privileges of a burgh. In the Domesday
Survey payments de Moneta for the privilege of coining are
mentioned at Pevensey, Lewes, Malmesbury, Bath, Taunton,
Oxford, Gloucester, Roelent, Nottingham and Thetford . . .
They received all their dies from the Exchequer, and they
wrought under the inspection of officers who were called
Examinatores Monetae and Custodes Cuneorum, Essayers and
Keepers of the dies, whose business it was to take care that
their coins were of the standard weight and fineness.

Suffolk. Plomesgate Hundred. In Sueflinga one free man,
Osbern, held under the protection of Edric 60 acres pasture
and meadow in the time of King Edward. Then there were
two ploughlands of pasture, and pasture and meadow for
one. Robert de Clavilla holds it of Robert. In the same place,
a free man held under tricnot 5 acres valued at tenpence.
Now Robert the son of fulchered holds it.

8. Fulcard of Strandeston (mod Thrandeston).
Domesday entry (translation):

The name of Folkard is repeatedly met with in
ancient records in association with the office of King’s
Moneyer. Hawkins’ Silver Coins of England list among
the moneyers of Eaured and Œthelred II, Kings of
Northumberland, 808 to 848 the names of Folcnod,
Folcno, Fulcnod, Fuldnod, and Fordred. Under King
Alfred (872-901), the name of Foleard occurs; and of
the coins on which his name appears, Hawkins
remarks that ‘‘they were possibly struck by the Danes
in East Anglia or Northumbria in imitation of Alfred’s
coins.’’ Under King Eadmund (941-946) is found
Eulcart, probably a mis-spelling of Fulcart. Such errors
were common on coinage, sometimes even, letters
were struck upside down. Folceard was a King’s
Moneyer at Norwich in the reign of Ethelred the
Unready, a drawing of one of his coins being given in
Blomfield’s History of Norfolk on a map of Norwich.
Golding’s Suffolk Coinage says a moneyer’s name on a
penny struck at Bury, temp. Henry III (1216-1272) is
Fulke (pronounced Fulker) and on a coin of Canute
(1017-1035), struck at Ipswich, the moneyer’s name
and office appears as FOLKRD. MO. GIP.
(Abbreviation by omitting the letter A was frequent.)
Abbot Folcard of Thorney, possessed the church of
St Gregory at Thetford, and it is a singular fact that
almost the first settlement of the family discovered
should be at that same border town between Suffolk
and Norfolk. It seems safe to presume then that from
this place the distribution of the Folkards throughout
both of those counties commenced. Among 6500 coins
dug up at Beaworth in Hampshire were found many
struck at Thetford Mint, some bearing the name of the
moneyer FOLCIERD and FOLCARD. Norfolk
Archaeology contains a further reference stating the
coins to have been engraved in Martin’s plate (20 to
24) and in Rudings plate of the coins of William I and
II. One of the coins bears on the obverse PILLELM
REX, and on the reverse FOLCIARD MO DTFI, ie,
Moneyer of Thetford. Another has a similar obverse,

In Strandestuna there are two free men, Fulcard and Aluin,
and in Mellis four free men and one half-attached, Leuric,
Godric, Vluara, Leuuin the lucky (?). Fulcard is the halfattached.

Thrandeston is near Mellis and two miles from Eye.
This Fulcard was almost certainly identical with
Walter Fulcard of Mellis (No. 1 of that line).
9. Fulkered of Keduna (probably the modern Kenton
lying between Eye and Debenham). The Domesday
entry reads (translation):
Land of Richard, son of Count Gislebert . . . In Keduna 1
socman and 1 ploughland, and now there are 3 borderers
and 1 female servant. One ploughland is in demesne, and
there are 4 acres of meadow always worth 40 shillings. This
is held by Fulkered.

10. Folchier the Priest, of Suffolk. The Pipe Roll of
12 Henry II (1165) contains a Latin note that “ffolchier
the presbyter owes x marks,” which he apparently did
not pay, as the Roll of two years later, refers to his
indebtedness, and states that “folch the presbyter has
fled into Norway”.
11. Fulchered (also Fulcred). Had land in Peasenhall,
q.v. page 12.
12. Fulchred held land at Leiston (qv page 13) of
Robert Mallet.
13. Eustace de Ffaucherd of Ubbeston. Nothing is
known about him but he is valuable in having a
variation in his name, it being of so strong a Norman
character. Davy records that Eustac de ffaucherd was
party, in 1206, to an agreement with the Prior of St
Neots about land at Ubbeston.
14. Vidald de Ffontard, of Henham, another instance
of a Norman name early met with in Suffolk.
“Ffontard” was a common mis-spelling of Folkard, as
for example, Fontardi Mons is found cited as a
misnomer for Folcardi Mons. The letters k and t were
often used interchangeably. Thus, the Cottonian MSS
writes “ffonkleroy” for “ffauntleroy”; and in the
Lansdown MSS (175-186) “Foucault” is indexed as
“Foncault”, (one among many instances of the use of n
for u).
The Rotuli Literarum Clausarum tells us that Vidald
de Ffontard was one of twenty-three inquisitors
assembled in 1214 upon the death of Osborn, son of
Walter de Coleville and Matilda his wife, who held a
military fief at Henham.

Coin of Folcierd, King’s Moneyer, of Norwich, Temp.
Æthelred the Unready.
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Thorney Abbey
Cambridgeshire

Present day Thorney Abbey. There has been an abbey
on the site since 662. When Fulcard was Abbot the
building had suffered spoliation in 1051, when
pillaged by Earl Godwyn, and a little later when
Hereward the Wake and his followers defended
themselves against the pursuing William the
Conqueror. Abbot Fulcard arrived in 1068 and with his
fall, his successor, Abbot Gunter, took down the old
Saxon church and rebuilt it. The present church is part
of that building.

Above: Present day Bedfield church in a bad state of
decay, but with repairs underway (1994). William Folkard
of Bedfield left his church 6s and 20s in 1470, a liberal
legacy in its day. The Bedfield settlement spread out to
Dallinghoo, Wickham Market, Aldeburgh, Ipswich and
London

Below: Pakefield church houses the remains of Richard
Folkard, d1451. A brass plate marks the spot.

Settlement at Mellis

reeve or chief magistrate. Shire reeve is the origin of
Sheriff.
In 1340, a William ffochs, a common abbreviation or
corruption of the name, paid a subsidy for land in or
near Thetford. Later on, too, a Calendar of Charters
and Rolls by Turner and Cox preserved in the
Bodleian Library, lists:

(including Eye, Thetford, East Bergholt, Rushall (Norfolk), Stoke Ash,
Worlingworth and Rendham)

1. (Walter) Fulcard (also Furcard) of Mellis. Walter is
his assumed name because his presumed son, William
Folcard, is several times mentioned as “Fulkered, son
of Walter”. The Domesday entries referring to him
read (translation):

Euston, Suffolk. Edward Rokewode, of Euston, Esquire, son
and heir of Roger Rokewode, late of Euston, confirms to
Master William Focer, clerk, the whole of his manor of
Euston, with the advowson of the church. Given at Euston,
20th August, 5 Hen VIII. (1513).

Radinghefelda. In Mellis 1 free man, Fulcard, holds a moiety
under the protection of Edric, 27 acres and 1 borderer and
1 ploughland and 1 acre of meadow, and a moiety of the
Church (lands) of 8 acres, valued at 10 shillings.

Euston is three miles from Thetford, and William
Focer probably hailed from there.
3. Terric Fulchred of East Bergholt. Probably son to
the above though this is purely conjectural, and
mention of him and of his son John is scanty. The
Register of the Abbey of St John the Baptist at
Colchester contains allusion to both in 1154, and
apparently refers to them as holding lands of that
abbey at East Bergholt.
4. — Folcard, the Deacon, of Mellis. A charter of
William, Bishop of Norwich relating to possessions of
the Priory of Eye, mentions “the land which Folcard
the Deacon held in Mellis”. There is no date, but it is
probably one of William Turbeville, Bishop of
Norwich (1146-1174), and the order in which the dated
charters are given corresponds to such dates.
Presumably he was a son of the Fulcard of Mellis
named in Domesday.
William was a common name in this settlement, as it
was also at Bedfield.
5. Henry Folcard (also Felcard), of Mellis presumably
a son of the above. If not, from the circumstance of
residence at Mellis, he must have been closely allied to
him. Reference to him afford the earliest record of a
wife’s name to be found. A Latin deed (attrib 13th
cent) reads (translated):

2. William Folcard (also Fulchered or Folchard),
Sheriff of Suffolk and the channel whereby taxes
collected in Cambridgeshire and Suffolk reached the
Exchequer. Arthur Crouch Folkard in his 1890
Monograph, lists him thus, but also believes the
Folchard, Governor of Thetford, (listed separately), to
be the same man on closer reflection. Many entries in
the Pipe Roll refer to him, the earliest extant, (c1117)
says (translation):
Rutlandshire
Fulchered, son of Walter, paid 40 shillings as a gift by order
to the King.”

On the same Roll:
Fulchered, son of Walter, rendered account of £209 15s 7d of
the old farm (i.e. rented taxation) at London. Into the
Treasury he paid it. And he is quit. And the same Fulche~r
(with mark of abbreviation) owes 120 marks of silver of
Gersoma for the Vice-county of London.
London. In discharge by order of the King. Fulchered, son of
Walter, paid £12 in composition of County Normandy, and
he owes £15 7s 7d.
London. Fulchered, son of Walter, pays in 20 shillings for
pardons, by order of the King.

I, Albreda, late wife of Henry folcard, have given and
conceded, and by this my present charter confirm in my
pure widowhood, to Robert Brutlee, for his homage and
service, and for four shillings sterling that he has paid me in
— — — — (illegible), one piece of land which formerly
belonged to me in Wattisham of the town of Gislingham,
near the fields of Mellis.”

William, son of Fulchered (indexed as William Fulchered)
18 shillings for pardons, by order of the King.
Fulchered, son of Walter, 5 shillings on a like account.

Further entries on a Pipe Roll of 1156-57 read:
William, son of Folcred, owed 40 shillings for having a plea,
1156.

This deed is under “Felcards” in the Harleian
Charters Index. Henry Folcard’s name is attached to
many deeds, as was usual at that time, wholly without
date. However, “Henry Folcard of Mellis” lived there
in the reign of Henry III.
He is a witness to six deeds preserved, and in one is
named as “Henr. fil. Folcardi”.
The following charter is from the reign of Henry III,
c1250. and reads:

Under Kent:
William Folcard (indexed Folcred) 40 marks of silver for war
horses by the brevet of the King, 1156.

Under Middlesex:
William, son of Folcred, rendered account of 40 shillings. He
paid into Treasury 20 shillings and owed 20 shillings.

Be it known in the present and in the future, that I, Andraz
the Bretun, of Mellis, yield and give, and by this present
charter have confirmed to Alfrid, son of Galfrid de
Nikelmore, for his homage and service and for twenty
shillings — — — (illegible), that he gave in — — — (illegible)
one acre of land — be it less or more — lying in the field of
Mellis between the land of Henry son of folcard, who holds
of me land of mine, and abutting on the way above the free
land of the church of Mellis and on the other against
Grealcroft, to have and to hold of me and my heirs, etc, etc.

In the 1158 account of Gervase of Cornhill, London,
“William, son of Folcred, owes 20 shillings”; in 1159,
“William, son of Folcred, rendered account of
2 shillings and is quit”.
Stubbs’ Constitutional History of England says the
Sheriffs of counties paying contributions to the
Exchequer or Treasury gave them to William Folcard.
Both father and son may have resided in London as
officials before settling in Suffolk, or perhaps held
lands in that county, for constant references to William
Fulcred, son of Fulcred, Chamberlain of London,
living in the 12th century are extant.
A Pipe Roll of 1130 states:

“Hendricus fil. folcard” is a witness to the charter.
Constant association of his name with lands in and
about Mellis, implies Henry was one its principal
residents. Mention in his widow’s charter of land at
Gislingham (anc. Goldingham) underlines his
connection with Fulkons or Fawkuns there.
6. Agnes Fulcred, of Rushall, Norfolk. Relationship
between Agnes and Henry Folcard is wholly

Fulchard, prepositus of Tietford (mod Thetford), Suffolk,
owes £32 2s 8d on the plea of G. de Clint(on).

Stubbs’ History explains that according to Norman
lawyers, Prepositus, as used by them, meant town
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1. WALTER = . . . ?
Mellis
L 1087

THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK
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MELLIS
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2. WILLIAM = . . . ?
L 1159

5. HENRY = Albreda
Mellis
SH
L 1250

3. TERRIC

4. FOLCARD
Deacon, Mellis

6. AGNES
Rushall
L 1198

7. MILO
Rushall
L 1230

8. ALURED
Suffolk
L 1208

WILLIAM = . . . ?
Hoxne
L 1207

9. WILLIAM = . . . ?
Mellis & Eye
L 1204

JOHN

10. JOHN = . . . ?
Mellis & Yaxley
L 1280

11. WALTER = . . . ?
Eye &
Mellis
1216-63

8
ALAN
=...?
Goldingham
L 1316

12. ROBERT = . . . ?
Eye
L 1216

JOHN
L 1316

FOLLARD = . . .
Thorpe

15. WALTER = Joanna
Eye
L 1345

THOMAS

13. ROBERT = . . . ?
Eye
L 1327

16. JOHN = . . . ?

WILLIAM = Margery . . . .
Eye
Eye
d 1564
d 1566
AGNES
ISABEL

JOHN

ALES =
. . . Page

MARGARET =
. . . Fryer
All L 1566

MARY =
John Warde

AMY =
Robert Chappell

DULCIA

17. JOHN = . . . ?
d 1456

14. ROBERT = . . . ?
L 1380

LATITIA

ANN =
Anthony Barker
JOHN = . . . ?
L 1467

MATILDA

charters of the priory of Eye he is a witness as “Walter
ffaukun”, and they contain repeated reference also to
“the land of Walter ffaukun” (also ffaukoun). The only
charter where he is mentioned which is dated is a
deed of gift to the priory executed at Mellis in 1263. He
is named “Walter ffulcard”, the father of Robert
ffulcard, in an order of King John, dated 1215,
releasing the latter from the prison at Eye.
12. Robert Fulcard, of Eye, son of the foregoing is
found in the Rotuli Literarum Patentium which reads:

conjectural. There was, however, a well-established
settlement of the family at Rushall, which is only
seven or eight miles from Mellis. This settlement
extended from 1198 to 1355, the name appearing there
in the forms of ffoake, ffouke, and ffulke (pronounced
ffoaker, ffouker, and ffulker). In Harleston, about two
miles from Rushall, a house called “Folkard’s” is
named in a will of 1553, evidence of a late continuance
in the neighbourhood.
The only mention found of Agnes Fulcred is a
Norfolk Fine of 1198. Le Neve’s Abbreviation of the Fines
of Norfolk of Richard I, gives:

Winton, 30th June, the year 17 of Our reign (1215). The King
(John) to the Keeper of the Honor of Eye Salutation. Be it
known to you that we recommend to your quiet and private
love our faithful Robert, son of Walter ffulcard, a prisoner,
who is in Our prison at Eye. And we order you that he,
Fulcard, the same Robert, the son of Walter, or he and all his
messengers, have letters of defence (or protection) without
delay to his liberty, and that he be permitted to depart
quietly. And in this thing we command you. Given as above
the same year.

Between Agnes, daughter of Fulcred, petitioner, and Roger
the Chaplain, touching 8 acres of land in Ruieshall. 10 Ric I.
(1198)

7. Milo Folcred, of Rushall, Norfolk, may fairly be
presumed Agnes’ brother. Only one deed relating to
him is preserved. It is undated, but certainly either of
Henry III or Edward I’s reign. This deed is a charter of
gift by Roger Baxter to Henry of Rushall, of the
homage and service which Milo, son of ffolcred, owed
to the former for a piece of land at Alwinesbeg (or
burgh).
8. Alured Folcled Of him only a single mention has
been found. This is in the Calendarium Rotulorum
Patentium, which states that King John, in 1208, by a
charter granted at Gillingham, (a few miles from
Rushall) confirmed a grant of land to Cristian, wife of
Ralph Wac (Wace?). The land is indicated as “lying
between the land of Eustace de Clopton and Alured,
the son of Folcled, and John, the son of Folkelet”.
9. William Folcard, of Mellis and Eye, is presumably a
son of the Prepositus or Governor of Thetford (No 2),
and brother of Henry Folcard, of Mellis (No 5). He is
mentioned in a deed of gift to the Priory of Eye by
Henry Cratepanne, along with Henry as holding land
in Mellis: “and three roods in the same field which
William Folcard holds”, and “held of the Sacristy of St
Edmund by Henry Folcard”. The deed is undated but
is probably about the beginning of the 13th-century.
There can be little doubt William was the father of the
Walter Fulco who, in 1225, gave evidence relating to
land at Eye, at a King’s Court held at Westminster, the
latter’s name being once given as “fulcon, son of
William”. It is also likely he is the party named in a
Fine of 1204 respecting land at Rendham, his name
occurring thrice as “William, son of Folcard”, and once
as “William foc~ha”. An abbreviation mark across the
h indicates the omission of the letter l. Such
abbreviations were common, a Fine of about the same
date giving Eusta~c de fau~cb~g for Fauconberge.
10. John Folkard, of Mellis and Yaxley. The earliest
mention is a series of undated deeds between 1263 and
1280. There is full evidence he was a contemporary of
Walter Folcard of Eye and Mellis, who follows below.
John ffaukun who witnessed a deed of grant to the
priory at Eye, as well as several others of later date is
probably he. One of these reads “the land of John
ffaukun”, which deed he witnesses as “John ffaucun”.
Most of the deeds are charters of William ffichet. In
more than one of them, he is described as “John
ffaukun of Eye”. In 1327, he paid a subsidy of 17
pence, as “John ffaukoner”, for land at Yakesley
(Yaxley adjoining Mellis) and, on the same roll, 12
pence as “John ffaucoun of Eye”.
11. Walter Folcard, of Eye and Mellis, was certainly a
son of William ffolcard of Mellis and Eye. Evidence
tells us that in 1225 he was summoned to Westminster
to give testimony respecting land at Eye. I have found
his name correctly spelt only once. Fulco was a
recognised form of the name, and often used
alternatively for it, Fulcon and Faukun simply the
Latin forms when writing in that language, and no
such name appears throughout Domesday. In some

13. Robert Folcard, of Stoke Ash and Worlingworth
was possibly the Robert ffolkered of Rendham, but
there is no proof. The only record of him is a Subsidy
Roll of 1327 wherein he appears as “Robert
ffokaurde”, paying 20 shillings and 2 pence for land in
Stoke, and as “Robert ffolkard”, paying 13 pence for
land in Worlingworth. Stoke Ash is only three miles
from Eye which coupled with his name justifies the
assumption he was a son of Robert Folcard of Eye.
Worlingworth, also is but a few miles from Stoke Ash.
The will of William Folkard of Bedfield (1513)
bequeaths a legacy to the Guild at Worlingworth
which adjoins Bedfield. It is therefore feasible — no
stronger than that — that the Robert of this notice was
the immediate ancestor of the Folkards of Bedfield.
14. Robert Fulkard, conjecturally the son of Robert is
so named on a Subsidy Roll (1380) as paying 9 pence
for land, but the locality is illegible. He is also named
as being a collector of the Subsidy.
15. Walter Folcard, of Eye. The frequent mention of
Walter, underlines his importance, it being a fair
assumption that he was son to Robert Fulcard of Eye
(No 12).
His wife was Johanna (we learn from a charter of
1333 of Galfrid, son of Peter de Burgate), respecting a
piece of land called Pulliscroft in Rickinghall,
containing 8 acres, “conceded by Walter ffaukoun, of
Eye, and Johanna his wife”. It was probably a
daughter of hers and of her husband named among
the oldest testamentary references of the Norwich
Registry, designated as “Isabel fflokoun de Rykinghale
Inferior”, stated to have died intestate in or about
1375. Isabel fflokoun is also mentioned in a charter as
having before that date, held land of Framsden Manor.
In 1299 Walter Folcard (“Walter ffaukon”) served as
a jurat in the manor court of Eye. In 1313 “Walter
ffankum” and others gave evidence on an inquisition
held at Eye as to the townships which were bound to
keep in repair the palings of the park of the King’s
Honour of Eye, and the calcetum of the town of Eye. In
1327, he paid a Subsidy of 3 shillings and 6 pence for
land in Rickinghall, 5 shillings for land in Hintlesham,
2 shillings for land at Coddenham, 2 shillings for land
at Gislingham, and 3 shillings for land at Eye. In 1330,
he was Bailiff (ie, Mayor) of Eye. In the same year an
important letter was addressed to him by Edward III,
(free translation):
The King to Walter ffaucon, Salutation. Whereas Isabella,
Queen of England, my dearest mother, has returned into my
hands the manor of Eye-cum-Haulegh, with the park and
hamlets of Dalingho, Thorndon, and Alderton, with their
appurtenances, in the County of Suffolk, we order you that
as former custodian of the aforesaid manors, et cetera, you
be responsible to us.
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(illegible). The manors of Sutton and Hollesley
adjoined.
Several entries in the Sutton Court Rolls relating to
his death and heirs are preserved. One of 1416 reads
(translation):
John ffolcard deceased. Agnes, Letitia, and Dulcia, his
daughters and heirs, being of full age, admitted.

The same rolls note that in 1418 Dulcia ffest had
succeeded. A further entry of 1421 records:
John ffolkard is dead. Agnes, wife of John Busk, Letitia, wife
of Ade (ie, Adam) ffete (or ffest), and Dulcia, wife of Roger
ffete (or ffest) are heirs, are admitted, and surrender made to
them.

A Court entry of the day of St. Martin in Winter
(“Sci Martini in Yeme”) of 1416 recorded:
John ffolcard held a holding called Cogynes in Sutton.
Agnes, Letitia, and Dulcia, daughters of the same, are heirs
and of full age.

Shawe’s compiled extracts from the manor rolls of
Sutton in 1605 cites: In 1416 the holding of “ffolkarde”
was in possession of Thomas Cowle. This must be
other land than that which the daughters were
admitted. Shawe tells us allusion to “ffolkard’s”
former holding made at a Court of 1475, and at one
held in 1488 Richard Cowle held the “holding of
ffolkarde”. Davy gives more testimony from the same
Court Rolls to the effect that Dulcia ffest succeeded to
land at Harecroft. Another note records:
the same John Busk and Agnes his wife, and Letic (ie, Letitia)
wife of Ad. ffete, and Roger ffete and dulcia his wife,
surrender (the land) for the use of John fforthe (ie, fforther or
fforker. Probably their assumed brother John Folkard of Eye) who
is admitted.

Isabella, wife of Edward II, is named in the list of
lords of the manor of Haughley. It was on account of
the official position occupied by this Walter Folcard
(latinised through the equivalent Folco to Faukun, etc)
that the receipt of the grant of the family arms was
ascribed, most probably by Edward II.
Edward III probably presented Walter with a manor
in Rickinghall, known as Facon’s Hall circa 1345. In
this presentation he is referred to both as Walter ffacon
and as Walter ffaukoun. Walter as a result, became
liable to military service, for in the succeeding year he
was rated for such service at 2 shillings and 6 pence
for lands in Yaxley (close to Mellis and Rickinghall),
20 shillings for land in Rickinghall, and sundry sums
for land held by him in other places. No further notice
of Walter within his probable life-time has been found;
but a rental of the manor of Rickinghall of 1387 refers
to “Walter ffauken” having held land there — whether
at that date or previously is not clear. But it is unlikely
that having arrived at the age required for a jurat in
1299, he could have survived to 1387. In a later rental
of the same manor (1436), the land “late of Walter
ffakon” is referred to, and also names a Thomas
ffocour and ffoco (i.e. Foker) as holding land of that
manor. This may very well have been a son of Walter
Folcard.
16. John Folkard, of Eye, presumed son of Walter.
Possibly John Folcard, with land at Sutton. The
identity cannot be guaranteed, but dates and
conditions make it feasible. Of his marriage, no trace
has been found, but as his daughters were sole heirs to
his property in Sutton, almost certainly his wife
predeceased him. The earliest evidence of him is as a
witness to a deed signed at Framsden in 1358 as “John
ffaukcoun”; he was witness at Framsden to a deed
relating to Ottley (1359); as “John ffaukon” and a jurat
of the Manor Court of Eye in 1381. Chancery Proceedings in the City Court of Norwich 1385-1467 (under
Richard III) involve a John Folcard, although no record
has been found of what the case was about. The year
given is 1385, and in 1413 both Esson. and Inquis. of a
similar Court at Sutton as John ffolcard. A rent roll of
Hollesley, (c1413) states that “ffolkard held 3 —”

17 John Folcard, of Eye, presumed son of the
foregoing, brother to the daughters above, and the
John fforthe to whom these let their lands at Sutton.
Forther, Forthard, and Fotard have been repeatedly
met with as mis-spellings of Folcard. The final r,
though sounded, was rarely written in ancient times.
Thus “father and mother” were written “fathe” and
“mothe”, even as late as 1700.
We know nothing of John’s marriage; however,
children of his succeeded to the land above referred to
as held by his father at Hollesley, for in 1467 a John
ffauchare, esson (ie, foreman of the jurats at a manorial
court) at that place, and a Matilda ffauchare paid 4
pence fine for land held there. Also John ffoker, esson
at a manorial court at Wantisden (about 6 miles from
Hollesley) in 1463. In 1416 John ffolcard served as a
jurat at the manorial court of Eye as John ffolkerede.
There is little doubt the will (1456) below, is of this
man. True it names no issue and leaves everything for
charitable uses, but it was common in those days to
assign property to children before death, to avoid
taxation or after litigation.
Will
John ffolkys (ffolkerede) of Eye, Suff, 9 April 1456. To be
buried in the church of St Peter and St Paul at Eye. To the
High Altar therein 3s 4d. For expenses of burial 23s 3d. For
the repair of the said church 20s. To the Guild of St Peter the
Apostle 6s 8d. No legacies to individuals. Residue of
property to be sold and applied “for good of my soul”. John
Teylzor (?Taylor) exor. Proved at Eye, 3 July 1456.

No trace can be found of the family at Eye until a
century later, when members of the Horham
settlement lived there. John’s family therefore brought
it temporarily to a close. A family of Fulchers lived at
Eye from about 1558 until the 1800s, but I believe these
descended from Nicholas ffulcher of Syleham or
Hoxne.
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Will
Mergaye Folcarde of Eye, Suffolk, widow. 27 August, 1566.
To Mary her daughter, wife of John Warde, a legacy, and her
husband to “assure her goinisture” (ie jointure). To her
daughter Amy, wife of Robert Chappell, and to her daughter
Anne, wife of Anthony Barker, legacies. They to bring up
Anthonie Woknawgh, their nephew. Bequests to the
children of her nephew Thomas Sherman. Also to nephews
Richard ffrancis, Henrie, and William Sherman. To Agnes,
wife of said Richard Sherman, and to ffrancis her son,
money bequests. To the sons and daughters of her said
daughters Amye and Anne, and of her late daughter Jane
Wolnawgh, when 21, bequests. Her nephew Richard
Sherman one of exors. No other named. Proved 18 October,
1567 by oath of Richard Sherman, and secondly, 24 July,
1567, by procuration of the other exors.

There is a strong possibility that the two wills
printed below were made by the descendants of these
citizens of Eye, though there is no known
documentary link proving it to be so.
Will
William Folkard of Eye, Suffolk. 26 June 1564. To his John a
meadow of seven acres, he to pay to testator’s two
daughters, Ales Page and Margerye fryer, each £6 13s 4d,
and to the children of Isbell Harvy, another daughter of
testator’s £4 when 21 or on marriage. Sums of money to
Margery his wife. Household goods to son and 2 daughters.
His tenement and lands at Horham named. Legacies to
Agnes, wife of Anthony barker, and to Amy Chappell, “my
daur-in-lawe”. His son John to pay £6 yearly to wife, “or she
to have the third part of all my land”. Wife extx. Refers to
debts that he and his son John owe for land in Nedeham,
Norfolk. Proved 11 April, 1565 by extx.

A Jer(emiah) ffarxcard paid for two hearths in
Worlingworth in 1674.
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2. WILLIAM
= Beatrix
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3. CLEMENT = . . . .?
Dunwich
L 1150

4. MATILDA = Walter
L 1144

=
JOHN = . . . . ?

5. JOHN = . . . . ?
L 1327 SH

=

6. PETER
L1412

Settlement at Darsham

Beatrix, that he had a son and heir, John and a sister
Matilda. The latter married a Walter, who we may
conclude from further extracts was grandson of Sir
Nicholas de Falshaw. Falshaw was a corruption
common in Scotland and elsewhere of Fulcher who
also had Fulcred for his surname; unless, indeed, he
derived it from possessing the manor at Darsham
belonging to his grandfather, a supposition
strengthened by the use of “de” Falshaw.
It may be assumed that “Fulc~h, son of William”,
who in Henry II’s reign witnessed a charter of Thomas
of Mendham to Humfrid, son of Drog, of 20 silver
shillings and land in Livermere held by Knight
service, was the son John Fulchered above referred to.
3. Clement Focaurd of Dunwich. From the near
neighbourhood of Dunwich to Darsham, I have
assumed Clement a son of Fulchered of Peasenhall.
The only reference to him is in a jury list of about 1150.
4. Matilda sister of William and Clement, married
Walter … and gave land at Darsham to Blythburgh
Church in 1144, as described in the note concerning
William (2).
5. John ffolkard (also ffoliard), of Dunwich (anc
Donewyc), was the first of the descendants of the
above I have traced. In 1327 he paid a subsidy of 40d
at Dunwich as John ffolkard. Later on, the widow of
John ffoliard of Dunwich paid 2s 4d by the hands of
Henry Skynner for land held of the Abbot of Sibton.
6. Peter ffolkard (also ffolcard), of Dunwich, probably
a grandson of the foregoing. Norfolk Archaeology refers
to a “Release of a messuage in Dunwich from Peter
ffolkard, dated 10 Henr. IV”. (1409). In 1412 he was
party to a fine:

(including branches at Peasenhall and Dunwich)

1. Fulchered, of Darsham’s earliest mention is in
Domesday. The entry, in Terra Regis reads:
In Dersam Edric himself held 60 acres for a manor, which,
when Domesday was compiled, belonged to Fulchered:
valued in the time of King Edward (the Confessor) at
8 shillings, but at the survey at 10 shillings.

That Fulchered lived at Peasenhall, though
possessed of the Darsham manor seems conclusive
from many references. In Henry I’s reign (about 1130)
“Fulcred of Peasenhall” witnessed a charter granted
by Robert Malet, the celebrated Norman follower of
the Conqueror, to the priory of Eye which included a
list of donors to the priory, among them Fulcred, who
donated to it a tenth part of his land in Peasenhall and
a tenth of the service of a serf “Unfrid, the son of
Unney”. Fulchered’s land is also referred to in a
charter of Henry III’s reign, Dugdale, in Monasticon
refers to the gifts. There is difficulty in distinguishing
this man from the William Fulcred, presumably his
son, so therefore additional references met with are
him.
2. William Fulcred, of Peasenhall. A document of
Stephen’s reign (probably about 1137) states a tenth of
the land at Peasenhall to have been donated to Eye
priory, by “William of Peasenhall”. The following
translated extracts give much information about
William and his family:
Confirmation by William, son of Fulcred de Pesehalle, and
Beatrix his wife, and John his son and heir, of the gifts of
Matilda, the daughter of Fulcred, his sister, to the church of
Eiythburg and the canons thereof, of lands, etc, at Dersam
(Darsham).

John Wedewe of Gyssing and Peter ffolcard of Donewych
plffs. vs. Peter Codon and Margaret his wife defts. of land,
messuages, pasture, and half acre wood in Gyssing.

This land was probably that which is referred to in
the following extracts:

Confirmation of the gifts of the said Matilda by her husband
Walter. AD 1144.

Hastings Manor in Gissing was given to the Abbot of Bury,
who was Lord at the Conquest, and immediately after the
abbot assigned it for life to Fulcher.

Confirmation by Sir Nicholas de Falshaw, Knight, of the gifts
of his grandfather, Walter, and Matilda his wife, to the
church of Blythburg.
Confirmation by William de Folshaw and Alice his wife of
the gift of his ancestors, Fulcred, William, John and Matilda.

Fulco or Fulcher (Reg. Pinchbeck 182) held of the Abbot of
Bury in Shrimpling and Gissing in Norfolk, 70 acres and
4 borderers, being unfeoffed by Abbot Baldwin in the time of
the Conqueror”.

From these documents we learn William’s wife was
12

1. FULCHRED = …
L1087

2. FULKER = …
L1154

THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

SETTLEMENT AT
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3. FULCHER = …
Knodishall
LDB

Settlement at Leiston

himself and the term often included “all persons
holding in military tenure”.
2. ffulker, of Leiston, probably son of the above. A
deed of grant of about 1154 to the Abbey of Leiston
refers to “the land of Fulker”. The writing is difficult to
decipher, and the name may be read either as Fulker
or Fulkon. The land was doubtless the same as that
held by his father according to Domesday.
No further record of settlement at Leiston was found
and probably the above two were identical with the
families living at Peasenhall and Darsham.
3. ffulcher, lived at Knodishall though probably
belonging to the Leiston family. See further under
Honington.

1. ffulchred, of Leiston. Domesday states:
In the same town (Lessefelda, (mod. Leiston)) there are eight
free men with 2 carucate and a half of land, and here there
are 3 carucates in demesne, formerly two, and one acre of
pasture, always valued at 30 shillings. This land is held by
Fulchred of Robert Malet.

The expression “Free Man” in Domesday had a
greater significance than would usually be attached to
it. The term “liber homo” appears throughout the
Survey to have been given to the greatest and most
powerful Earls of the preceding time; even to Harold
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2. FULCARD = . . . ?
L 1198
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WILLIAM= Agnes…
L1154

9. FULKE
Lc1200

GILBERT= …

THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

1. FULCHER = . . . ?
Knodishall

8. ROGER FFULCO

FULCO = . . .

10. NICOLAS = …
L 1284

3. GOLDWYN = Katerina
L 1216
Cavendish

JOHN
L 1216
Cavendish

NICHOLAS
L 1216
Cavendish

OSBERN = …
Barton
L1154

5. LAWRENCE = …
Pakenham
L1275
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12. RAPHAEL
L1593

16. THOMAS
FOLKE
L1715

17. WILLIAM
FOLKER
L1743

11.RICHARD
FAUKON
L1586

18. RALPH
Bacton
ADAM
MARGARET
MATILDA
ROGER
All L1327

Settlement at Honington
(or Cnotingtun)

descendants for a subsidy roll of 1327 does not contain
a Folkard at all.
6. Galfrid (ie Geoffrey) ffawkeward, of Bury, is
conjectured as a son of Lawrence. He, his wife Justina,
and their son Richard, are named in Kempe’s register
of residents at Bury:

(includes branches at Cavendish, Barton, Pakenham, Kersey, Bury and
Bacton)

1. Fulcher, of Knodishall probably belonged to the
Leiston family, Knodishall being close by. The entry in
Domesday records:

Galfrid ffaukewarge, also called Galfrid ffawkeward, with
his wife Justina, were both living, 8th Edward II (1314).
Galfrid ffanwarde. Richard son of the said Galfrid, was in
life at that place in the year of King Edward II. (1316)

In Gnedeshalla holds Fulcher of the Abbot of St Edmund,
with 4 free men, 1 carucate of land, and 30 acres and
6 borderers.

7. Richard ffawkeward, the son referred to was
probably the Richard ffolkard who paid a subsidy of
2s 7d for land at Kelseye (mod Kersey) in 1327. Use of
the final “ward’’ to the name marks recognition of the
original derivation of the name from Folkward, and
used elsewhere at a much later date.
Whatever his parentage it is certain that members of
Richard’s family had settled at Bury St Edmunds,
though only recorded by corrupted or abbreviated
spellings of their names. The earliest resident found at
Bury is:
8. Roger ffulco, named in the list of residents at Bury
referred to above.

2. Fulcard of Honington. A fine of 1198 (No. 113)
among those of Suffolk in the Record Office is headed:
Walter de la More against fucard son of John for 30 acres of
land and pasture in Honington.

In the body of this fine the name is also spelt
“fulcard’’ and “fucarde’’.
3. Goldwyn Ffaukun of Cavendish, perhaps a son of
the above. A list of the tenants of lands belonging to
the Sacristy of St Edmund in Henry III’s reign (1216)
includes the names of Goldwyn ffaukun and Katerina
his wife. A John ffaukun and a Nicholas ffaukon,
presumably sons are also named as holding lands at
Cavendish. Faukun was as much the common Suffolk
pronunciation of Folkard in those days, as is Fokud
now.
The Folkards of Cavendish seem to have left
descendants there. In 1327, Ayennus ffaukoun paid a
subsidy of 2s 3d there, Martin ffaukoun also paying a
similar amount in the same town.
4. ffolcard of Barton is probably a son of ffulcher of
Knodishall (No. 1). The Liber Niger of the monastery at
Bury, by Sir Simon d’Ewes contains:

Roger, the son of ffulco. William, the son of the said Roger,
whose wife was Agnes, lived there in the reign of Henry II.
(1154)

In 1100, we find him as “Roger, the son of ffulco’’,
owning land at Clopton. The Liber Niger of Sir Simon
d’Ewes states: William, the son of Roger, the son of
fulconis, held land in Menezeden (probably
Monewden). As “Fulcher de Maynerie” he held land
also at Redgrave to which Gilbert, his son, succeeded.
Liber Nigher mentions several other ffulcos living in
Bury about the same date, including:
9. ffulke (pronounced Ffulker), a King’s Moneyer,
Golding’s Suffolk Coinage informs us that three coins
of either Henry II or Henry III’s reign bearing his
name has been preserved.
10. Nicholas, son of ffulco (also Nicolas ffuke, ie,
ffuker), of Bury, is named in an ancient MS as Bailiff
(Mayor), there during the ninth-twelfth and the
fifteenth and seventeenth years of Edward I. In the
twenty-second and twenty-eighth years of that King’s
reign, he was an alderman of Bury, as Nich. ffouke
(pronounced ffouker). In 1284, as “Nicholas filius
ffulcon’’ he witnessed a deed at St Edmunds Bury. The
Berengero ffol~c(ard) — the ffolc bearing the note of
abbreviation — who, about 1272, witnessed a deed of
gift to Drayton Priory, Cambridgeshire, by Ranuelfus,
Count of Chester, may have been a daughter of
Nicholas.
“Nicholaus ffouke’’ lived at Bury in 1303, and
Robert, son of the said Nicolas, lived there at the same
time as his father. Davy alludes to Nicholas in his
Pedigree of Foake (pronounced Foaker), a name
constantly identical with the corruption of Folkard.
11. Richard ffaukon, a priest paid a Clerical Subsidy
of 3s 4d at Bury in 1380. Probably from the identity of
the Christian name, he was son of the Richard
ffawkeward named (No. 7).
12. Raphael Ffulker. In a note respecting a claim by
Raphael ffulker for freight dated 1586-93, the
claimant’s name is written in the margin as “Raphael
ffaukon’’.
13. George ffacon, of Bury, in 1565, paid a subsidy of
2s 6d on goods valued at £3; and in 1568 he was
defendant to a fine sued by Henry Coppinger in
respect of land there.
14. George ffacon (or “ffawcon’’), of Bury, is stated in
the Pedigree of the Reeve family of Suffolk to have
married, about 1650, Margaret, daughter of Edward
Reeve, of Bury. It is extremely likely that he was

ffolcard, of Berton, lived at that place in the time of King
Stephen and Henry II. Osbern, son of the said ffolcard, lived
there in the time of Henry II and Richard I, Samson being
then Abbot of St Edmunds.

The book also refers to “Osbert, son of folcard of
berton’’ and to a messuage belonging to him. Abbot
Samson probably around 1189, conveyed to Osbern,
the lands held by his father of the community at Bury:
The said Samson and his community confirm to Osbert, son
of ffolcard of Berton, and his heirs, one messuage in the
town of Berton, which ffolcard his father held before him in
the same town, to be held of them in perpetuity with liberty
to compound for all services for twelve shillings annually,
and they concede to the same Osbert and his heirs certain
lands lying in the fields of the said town, he paying annually
on the 15th January three —— (Quere, marks) and a half for
rent (Quere) and five shillings and three and a half — — and
four and a half pence for all services upon it.’’

It is also impossible to read the handwriting, so
translation is very uncertain, except as to the amounts
payable.
It appears that Folcard of Berton either lived at or
held land at Pakenham, about two miles from Barton.
No record has been found of immediate descendants
of Osbern or Osbert ffolcard. Later on, in 1523, a John
ffolkard paid a subsidy at Barton of 7s 6d for moveable
goods valued at £11, so possibly the family was living
there for more than three centuries.
5. Lawrence ffulco, of Pakenham. Folcard of Barton
owned land at Pakenham, so the descent of Lawrence
Fulco from him is a reasonable assumption. His
earliest mention is 1234, when a warrant of assize held
at Pakenham refers to Lawrence de Pakenham. A deed
(same date, same authority) informs us Lawrence de
Pakenham held land called “Byshopcroft’’, opposite
the church. Laurentem ffitz-ffulco, of Pakenham, is
party to a fine of 1275. He may have left no
15

George, Bradfield St Clare, Alpheton, Shrimpling, Stanton,
and Hapworth. Plf. pays deft. 260 sterling.

grandson to the foregoing George ffacon.
15. Elias ffawker was martyred at Bury, 6 July, 1583.
Among the Lansdowne MSS is the subjoined letter of
that date from Lord Chief Justice Wray to Lord
Burghley. After referring to certain dealings with
sundry Popish recusants, the letter proceeds:

17 William ffolker, writing master, of Bury,
advertised in the Ipswich Journal of 8 January, 1742-3,
that he could supply assistants “skilled in accompts,
particularly in the Mercantile way, that can show an
elegant command of the Pen in the Despatch of
Business’’.
In the western parts of Suffolk, the name was rarely
found in its original form of Folkard, and the Fawkuns
and Fulcos of earlier dates have now disappeared
from them. These may perhaps survive in the Fawke
of Fawkes, Folke, and Folkes, still living in towns of
that part of the country.
18. Ralph ffolkard, of Bacton (?) is conjecturally a son
of Galfrid ffawkeward of Bury (No 6). It is difficult to
decipher the name of the locality, which is possibly the
old writing of c and t is so similar, it may be Bucton.
The Subsidy Roll containing it is dated 1327 and gives
Ralph as paying 12 pence subsidy, and of Adam
ffachare paying 9 pence, Margaret ffachare 1s 3d,
Matilda ffachare 12 pence, and Roger ffachare
12 pence, all of them in Buctone.
A reasonable conclusion is that these were all
members of one family, the difference in spelling
being of no account considering the Rev Mr Candler
still spelt the name in six different ways on his
Pedigree of Folkard, as late as 1650.

Elias ffawker and John Coppinge, (ie Coppinger) and
Thomas Gybson are convicted for distributing of Brown’s
bookes and Harrison’s bookes, the first two executed in the
time of the assize; Elias upon Thursday, Coppinge upon
ffryday. They both acknowledged her Majesty’s Sheriff(?)
rular civilis, for so is the terme, and no further, and although
doctor Still and other travailed and conferred with them, yet
they, at the very tyme of their death, recommended all
things in these said books to be good and godly. There were
burnte to the number of fortie bookes, some part at the
execution of Elias, and the rest at Coppinge. And Gybson
was also convicted for the poesy(?) he gave to be painted
about her Majestye’s armes.

The association of the name of Coppinger with Elias
ffawker may be considered as additional proof of the
identity of the corruptions of ffawcon and ffawker.
16. Thomas ffolke (indexed ffolker). A fine of 1715
continues the connection of the family with Bury:
Between Thomas ffolke, Armiger, pplf, and Thomas Macro,
Armiger, and Susannah his wife defts, of 4 messuages,
4 gardens, 4 orchards, 140 acres land, 100 acres meadow,
10 acres pasture and conpasture, with appurts, in Bury St
Edmunds, Welnetham parva and magna, Bradfield St

16

THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

1. FOLCHER = . . . ?
L 1165
Thornden

SETTLEMENT AT
THORNDEN
SEPTEMBER 1994

2. ROBERT = . . . ?
L 1273
Braham
Thornden

3. ROBERT = . . . ?
L 1328

5. ROGER = Alyce
SH
L 1310

4. JAMES
L 1310

WILLIAM = . . . ?
L 1310
=

6. THOMAS
L 1378

Settlement at Thornden

7. STEPHEN
L 1378

messuages in Berdwell. The plaintiff was doubtless the
son. The date of the fine brings the father’s
administration as Judge up to 1273, so he must have
held the judicial office for 55 years. It is reasonable to
conclude then that further mention of Robert
ffaukered as a judge refers to his presumed son.
3. Robert ffuker (many aliases) probably a son of the
above. As well as references made to him in the notice
of his father mention is found of “Robert ffitz-ffulk’’ in
the Chronicles and Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland
as an itinerant Justice at Oxford in 1284; the same
index, under the names of Fulcon, Fulcher, Fulke and
Fuke, refers to him as filling the same office at
Winchester in 1280, and at Dunstable in 1283 and 1284.
In 1285, he was named in a Suffolk Fine as “fulco’’.
In 1286, he was “Robert ffulk’’, one of the itinerating
judges presiding at Norwich. In Pleas of the Crown
“Robert de ffulconis’’ is named as one of the King’s
Justices in Suffolk, then no mention until 1314, when
the King’s commission had been issued to “Robert
ffulke’’ (pronounced ffuker) to be one of the King’s
Justices in Eyre. It may perhaps be a sort of
honorarium after his long services as an itinerating
Judge. History of Great Yarmouth mentions Robert
Fuke as one of Edward the Third’s Justices in Eyre in
1328; and as he was party to the Fine in 1255, he must
at that date have been little less than ninety years of
age, a good specimen of the longevity which has ever
been a special characteristic of the Folkards of Suffolk.
4. James ffouke (pronounced ffoker). Assumed son of
the above. Chronique de Londres, states that “Jakes
ffouke’’ was Sheriff of London in 1310 a footnote
informing us his name was “James, son of ffulco, of St
Edmunds’’.
5. Roger ffucher, of Thornden. Possibly the son of
Robert (No 2). This conjecture is arrived at through a
process of elimination. He married an Alyce, who
lived at Thornden, so the hypothesis is a fair one.
Mention of “William, the son of Roger, the son of
ffulconis” in Sir Simon d’Ewes Register of Merketon,
Suffolk with reference to land at Monewden in the
reign of Edward III, strengthens this conjecture, the
descent going back from Alice’s son William, through
his father Roger, to ffulco (ie Robert ffaukered), the
King’s Justice, who would be a well-known man. If

(Includes branches at Braham, Redlingfield and Bury)

1. Folcher, of Thornden. In a Pipe Roll of 1165 “ffolc~h
(with mark of abbreviation) de Torndis’’ paid 12 pence
to the Exchequer and in 1166 ‘‘ffolchered and his
friends owe 20 shillings per pledge of William’’ (see
William ffolkard of Mellis, No 2). Thornden, a place of
family settlement for nearly 150 years justifies me in
assigning Folcher as the founder of it. He may have
been brother of the William ffolkard above named.
Nothing further is known of him.
2. Robert ffaukered, of Braham-Thornden. It is
difficult to distinguish records between this man and
his son for mention of both is frequent and further
increases that difficulty. Both men — presumably
father and son — occupied high judicial posts.
Foss’s Judges of England states Robert Fulcon was
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in the reigns of
Henry III and Edward I. In 1218, (third year of Henry
III) “fauker de Brame’’ appears on Fines 13, 17, 18, 19,
21 and 22 and one of the King’s Justices for Suffolk. On
the last, the final r of the name bears the abbreviating
sign indicating the full name of “ffaukered’’. These
cases were heard at Ipswich and Dunwich. A further
case names him “folco’’, and it appears in these
varying forms on all the Suffolk Fines up to Henry III
(1225). Brame, a common Suffolk corruption of
Braham gives every reason to believe it referred to
either a hamlet or land bearing that name lying close
to Thornden and named in a Fine of about 1422.
Blomfield informs us that in 1233 Robert ffulco was
one of the itinerant Judges at Yarmouth, and again in
1239. A Fine of 1255 relates to land at Berkyng (mod
Barking), “Robin, son of ffulco of Radinges’’, is a party.
Radinges, probably modern Redlingfield
(Radinghefelda in Domesday Book) is close to
Thornden, and reference is made in this Fine to both
father and son. A further Fine of 1258 probably refers
to the father, naming him as “Robert fulcon of
Radingges’’. A fine of 1266 names Robert fulcon as
judge in the case, and in 1271 and 1273 he is also
named, the first case being brought by Robert ffulcon
against Robert de Wyke and John Eye, respecting
17

this is accepted, Alice’s husband would have been
Roger ffucher. Alice and son William are named in a
Latin deed of 1310.

As no one else appears to have resided in Thornden
until 1548 the line apparently died out with Alice
unless, as is possible, though with no proof, she was
the grandmother of the two names below.
6. Thomas Ffalkode Thomas paid 4 pence on a
Subsidy Roll of 1378 and 1380. The Subsidy names no
localities except the county Suffolk. Probably a
Thomas ffokat, who paid 6 pence on a Subsidy Roll in
the reign of Edward III for land in Framsden, was this
Thomas.
7. Stephen Ffalkode brother of the above Thomas
paid 12 pence on the same Subsidy Rolls of 1378 and
1380. Nothing further is known.

To all the faithful in Christ. By the present writings, et cetera,
both seen and heard of, I, Alice of Cotton, who was wife to
Hugo of Auggerhale (Quaere, mod, Uggeshall), given in my
pure widowhood, concede and release for myself and my
heirs in perpetuity unto William, son of Alice ffucher, of
Thornden, his heirs and assigns, which conveyance is made
for the sum of money the same William has given to me ——
(illegible) two parts of the garden lying near Cotton, which
the aforesaid Hugo formerly held in feoffment, and of which
he made me heir for life by his will, and neither I, the said
Alice, nor my heirs, nor anyone acting for us, nor by our
motion shall by any oath claim the aforesaid parts of the
garden ——————— (illegible)

Extract from

SUFFOLK IN 1327
A subsidy return

A Suffolk Green book
No IX Vol II
published by George Booth
Church Street, Woodbridge
1906
The Green book of subsidy returns contains nothing more than a long list of mens names, each name under the
township in which the man had his taxable property and followed by the amount of tax he had to pay.
Nothing more than that.
The Folkard name, with its various spellings, in the above volume, appeared thus:
Page
152
104
113
128
158
221

Name
FOLGAR Roberto
FOLKRED Roberto
FOLKARD Radulpho
FOKAT Thomas
FOLKARD Ricardo
FOLKARD Johanne

s

ii

d
xii
ix
xii
vi
vii
xi

Address
Villata de Fresingfield
Villata de Rendham cum Broseyerd
Villata de Suttone
Villata de Framesdone cum Pethawe
Villata de Lelesseye (Lindsey)
Villa Donewici
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THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

WALTER = . . . ?
Mellis

SETTLEMENT AT
RICKINGHALL
SEPTEMBER 1994

1. ROBERT = . . . ?
L 1150
Rickinghall

2. CHRISTOPHER = . . . ?
L 1166
Mumpinton

3. WILLIAM = . . . ?
L 1211
Eriswell

ALEXANDER = . . . ?
L 1272

Rickinghall Superior and Inferior are about five miles
west of Mellis, and lands were held there and at Eye
by members of the family from very early and as late
as 1333, when Johanna, wife of Walter ffolcard of Eye,
held land there (No 15 Mellis settlement). The
connection of this line with Mellis and Eye may
therefore fairly be assumed.
1. Robert ffulcher, of Rickinghall. Robert’s father was
Walter ffulcard of Mellis (No 8 Mellis settlement), but
whether he really lived in Rickinghall is open to
doubt. Between 1135 and 1150 according to a Charter
of Abbot Sampson Robert gave land to the monastery
at Bury as “Robert the son of Fulcher’’. Land was
owned there by a Folkard as late as 1727, but it would
be too much to assume its identity with that owned by
the family in earlier times.
2. Christopher ffulq(ard)Any parentage assigned to
Christopher can only be wildly guessed at. The sole
record of him found is on a Pipe Roll of 1167:

Be it known in the present and future that I, William, son of
folcard, of Eriswell, have conceded and given, and by this
charter fully confirm, to Alexander my son, by his homage
and service, that messuage with its belongings and
appurtenances which lies between my messuages which I
hold by customary tenure of the Abbot and Convent of
Colchester, to have and to hold of me and my heirs to the
aforesaid Alexander and his heirs, or to whomsoever he
wishes to deliver, sell, or assign it [the next sentence I cannot
translate — ACF], he paying for it annually to me and my
heirs, thirteen pence at two terms of the year known as the
Feast of St Michael six pence and a half, and at Paschal six
pence and a half for all customary services and exactions
except the service of our lord the king. To wit for Scutage
twenty shillings and two pence, and so more or less. And I
the aforesaid William and my heirs will guarantee to the
aforesaid Alexander and his heirs, or to his assigns, the
aforesaid messuage such as aforenamed and all its
belongings. These are the witnesses: Peter de Tusford, Henry
Canerarun, Thomas son of William Bobo of Langholm,
Richard of Cotton, Richard of Chebenhall, John son of
Edward, William the Clerk, Ralph Spurner, Herbert
Reginald, Maurice the chaplain, with many others.

Christopher fful~q (with mark of abbreviation), of
Mumpinton, rendered account of four score pounds and 100
shillings for his right of hastening ————- (Quere, his
marriage) with (or against) Ada, the daughter of Aluric (or
Alured). Of this sum he paid into the Treasury ten pounds.

The Charter which William the son of folcard made to his
son Alexander, and j—— j—— custom and paying feoffment
yearly 13 pence —s. Given at Ereswell.

Settlement at Rickinghall
(includes branches at Mumpinton and Eriswell)

Endorsed:

It seems likely that Aluric or Alured was Alured
ffolcled (No 8 Mellis settlement). The entry apparently
relates to Suffolk, but I have failed to even
approximately identify Mumpinton with any modern
place name. It is important, however, to include
Christopher fful~q, because the abbreviation sign over
the q in the original indicates that the full name was
ffulquard or ffulqard, both of which forms of the
family name were most common corruptions in early
chronicles of the ancient and original ffolcward. The c
and w sounded together have their equivalent in q.
3. William Folcard, of Ereswell, has been guessed at as
Christopher’s son. The only reference to him and his
son found are in a Latin Charter, undated but British
Museum Catalogue assigns it to the reign of Henry III
(1216-72).

Possibly Alexander folcard left descendants who
lived at Eriswell, for in 1565 a John ffoockes paid a
Subsidy of 3s 4d for goods valued at £4.
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WILLIAM = . . . . ?
Mellis

THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

SETTLEMENT AT
HOXNE

1. WILLIAM = . . . ?
L c1267

2. ALAN = . . . ?
Weybread
L1327

17. . . . FALCARE
Ileigh (Brent-Eleigh)
L 1308

3. SIMON = . . . . ?
Mendelsham
L1397

4. SIMON
= Juliane
Weybread SH
L 1418

SEPTEMBER 1994

19. WILLIAM = . . . ?
Carlton
L1334

20. HENRY
Carlton
L 1366

18. ROGER
L 1355

28. WILLIAM
Knodisham
L 1428/1448

27. RICHARD
d 1451

10. THOMAS = . . . ?
Hoxne
d 1481

26. ALICIA
L1423

21. JOHN
Carlton
L 1366

22. ROGER
Kelsale
L 1450

23. WILLIAM
Kelsale
L 1450
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5. SIMON = . . . ?
Hoxne/
Lynn Norf
d 1501

6. REGINALD = . . . ?
Weybread
L1453

7. JOHN = . . . ?
Weybread
d c1564

8. THOMAS = . . . ?
Weybread
L 1536

9. WILLIAM = . . . ?
Weybread
L 1591

SIMONDE

14. JOHN
= Frances
d before 1623
Weybread
JOHN
L1649

JOHN = Phillippa
m 1640 Dickerson

11. THOMAS = Alis . . . ?
Syleham

RICHARD
d before 1514

ROBERT = . . . ?
L 1591
Weybread

EDMUND

12. EDMUND = Elizabeth
d c1517 SH
Hoxne

12. ROBERT
WILLIAM
L 1479/1514
13 ROBERT
Hoxne
L 1479

JOHN = Agnes
d 1539
Diss

24. JOHN
Kelsale

25. JOHN (?)
Snape
L 1485

16 MATTHEW
L 1599

Will
Simon ffolkard of Gressynhale, Norf, 1 April, 1483. To be
buried in churchyard at Gressynhale. To the High Altar of
the church there 8 pence. To the repair of the bell of that
church 6 pence. Legacies to sundry guilds. To the repair of
the church at Weybred 26s 8d. To his wife Juliane, for the
execution of these legacies, all his moveables. To Symond
Bennett, his servant, in money and stuff 40 shillings. His
“place and all the land thereto longing” to be sold, and
divided between “me (him) and my wief, on peny and she
anothyr”. Wile sole executrix. (This will terminates in Latin,
though the main body of it is in English — a rare example)
Proved at Hitcham by the relict, 25 September, 1484.

Settlement at Hoxne

(includes branches at Mendham, Weybread, Gressenhall in Norfolk,
Syleham, Dickleburgh in Norfolk, Brent-Eleigh, Carlton, Kelsale, Snape,
Pakefield and Knodishall)

1. William ffulco is the earliest connection with
Hoxne. On a very old deed, undated but believed to
be of between 1200 and 1267 the land of William ffulco
is alluded to. This reference may have been to the
William ffolcard of Mellis and Eye to whom I have
assigned his parentage. From the close connection
between the adjacent lands of Syleham and Hoxne, I
feel little doubt the ffolcard de Scilo (and fulco de
Syelford) named below, met with in a Fine of 1234, is
this William ffulco.
In a customary of the towns and hundreds by
“fulcat made and took’’ in 1278 (probably this same
William ffulco), it is stated of Redgrave (five miles
north west of Mellis) that “ffolcard of Scilo held 10
acres all of the same custom’’.
The same MS states:

5. Simon ffolkard, Prior, first of Hoxne and
afterwards Lynn, Norfolk, may fairly be presumed son
to the above. What we know of him is almost
exclusively derived from Blomfield’s History of Norfolk
which states Simon Folcard was Prior of Hoxne in
1473, and held that office for seven years. He is further
named in a list of the Priors of Hoxne. In 1493 as
“Simon ffolkarde’’ he is among the Nomina
Commonactorum in the “Visitation of the Diocese of
Norwich’’. Whether he was then Prior of Lynn does
not appear, but it seems from the entry that he was in
that year of the Norwich Priory. Elsewhere it states
that “In the South Cross or transept of Norwich
Cathedral was a brass plate on a stone for Simon
Folkard, first Prior of Hoxne, and after of Lynn, which
is now lost (c1718), but had inscribed on it:

In Redgrave, ffolcard at Scigheli holds 10 acres, and Alfric of
Scigheli holds 11⁄2 acre of the said ffulcard.

Other references occur in the same customary. In
1433 evidently the same land still is “called
ffolcardes’’. A rental of 1301 reads “Adam Joop held
8 acres and 20 acres of land formerly called ffolcard’s’’.
These holdings in Redgrave and Hoxne may possibly
have been William ffulco’s who lived at Syleham but
held land in Hoxne, all three places being contiguous.
With reference to the early possessions of the family
in Redgrave, a Fulcher de Maynerie was living there in
the reign of Henry I (1100-35), and “Gilbert, son of the
said Fulcher held it after his father’’.
2. Alan ffulcher (also ffolard), of Weybread is
hypothetically assigned as a son of William, Weybread
being within a mile of Syleham. In 1327, he paid a
Subsidy of 12 pence for land at Weybread. It is likely
he was identical with the Alan ffaukun of Goldingham
(mod Gislingham), dealt with under the latter
settlement, who was knighted as Sir Allan
Goldingham, but I have been unable to verify this. An
account book of Sibton Abbey (1456) refers to land at
“Weybrede which was ffolard’s’’, doubtless the land
for which the Subsidy above named was paid, and
which, it will be seen, probably descended to Simon
ffolkerede, of Weybread.
3. Simon ffolkerede, of Mendham, has been assumed
a son of Alan. Land had been held at Mendham by
members of the Mellis or Peasenhall Settlement (see
those lines) both in 1154 and 1228. Simon’s sole
reference comes as witness to a deed of 1397 of
transfer of land in Mendham to John Cobold and
others. He is described as being of Mendham, but
seems to have had no descendants living there.
4. Simon ffolkerede, of Weybread. From the continuation through three generations of the same Christian
name, and closeness of locality I assume this man son
of the Simon ffolkerede above. In 1418, as “Simon
ffolkred’’, he witnessed a deed of transfer of a house
with croft adjacent at Weybread, and was again
witness to a similar deed there in 1460 as Simon
ffolkered. Probably late in life he moved to
Gressenhall in Norfolk, for the will of Simon ffolkard
of Gressenhall (1483) contains a legacy for repairing
the church at Weybread. By that will we learn his wife,
who survived him, was named Juliane. It names no
children.
He probably had relatives previously living at
Gressenhall whose connection induced him to move to
it, for in 1378 Adam ffulk paid a Subsidy of 4 pence
there. This might have been the Adam ffachare of
Bacton before referred to (see Honington settlement).

Orate pro anima Symonis Folkard Prioris Lenne, qui obit
Mo. CCCCCJo.

Weever’s Funeral Monuments (1631) page 797 has:
Orate pro anima Fratis Symonis Folkard, nuper Prioris
Lenne, qui obiit MCCCCCI. (Pray for the soul of Brother
Symon Folkard, formerly Prior of Lynn, who died 1501.)

No trace of the brass has been discovered, but on the
walls of Norwich Cathedral (1890) are many marks of
brasses removed and destroyed possibly by the
iconoclasts of the Commonwealth subsequent to
Weever’s writing.
6. Reginald ffolkered, of Weybread, is also
presumably a son of Simon ffolkerede. His earliest
mention is in a deed of 1423 which reads:
I, Alice, late wife to Thomas Carter of ffresynfeld, in my pure
widowhood concede to Reginald ffolkerede of Weybride,
&c, &c, the second year of King Henry VI.

A second deed (1453) refers evidently to the land
transferred by the first deed:
Be it known to all Christian people that we, Reginald
ffolkered of Weybread, John Dade of ffressingfeld, Senior,
and Robert Noyse of the same, remit, relax, &c, to Alice
Carter, formerly the wife of Thomas Carter of ffresingfield,
to be freely held by her, the land which we hold jointly with
Nicholas Duffield and William Dalangho now defunct, &c.
Given at ffresyngfeld 20th March, the thirty-second year of
King Henry VI.

7. John ffoake (pronounced ffoaker), of Weybread. A
note on the index to John’s will, at Norwich, states
that, although of Weybread, he died at Hoxne, his will
being among those filed for 1564-5-6. His relationship
to this branch of the family may therefore be assumed.
8. Thomas ffulcher, of Weybread, was probably a
brother of John and son to Reginald ffolkered of
Weybread (No 6). My belief in his identity is strongly
borne out by the entries, all apparently relating to him,
in which he is designated by the two names. In 1523
Thomas paid a Subsidy on moveable goods at
Syleham valued at £10. On 3 February, 1536, Thomas
ffulcher witnessed a deed at Weybread (or it may have
been at Wingfield, only a mile or so distant). In 1546
Thomas ffulcher was defendant to a Fine sued by John
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wrightinge by Humphry Wingfield, Esqr, of landes in
variance between Robert ffulcher and Exors of Edmund
ffulcher.

Goldyng respecting lands in Wingfield, Syleham and
Ersham and plaintiff to a second Fine of the same year
against Robert Wolverston respecting lands in
Palgrave and Wortham. There would seem to be little
doubt of the identity of the men holding land, etc, in
Syleham.
9 William ffulcher I have assigned two sons to
Thomas, William and Robert, as both were residents of
Weybread. Authority for William is derived from a
Chancery suit hereafter referred to. Robert ffulcher is
found to have paid a Subsidy in 1591 of 3 shillings for
land in Weybread valued at £3.
10. Thomas ffulcher, of Hoxne, has been assumed a
son of Simon ffolkerede of Mendham (No 3). It has
been extremely difficult to decide upon the identity of
the ffulchers of the Middle Ages with the ffolkards,
because in those times the names were certainly
becoming of more distinct application. On the other
hand, in very many cases, notably in the family
settlements at Debenham, Weybread, Eye, and
Horham, as well as Hoxne, the appearance of ffulchers
in the records and registers has been contemporaneous with the disappearance from those
documents of the name of ffolkard.
It is impossible to account for these coincidences
except that the customary provincial pronunciation of
ffulker or ffolker for ffolkard had been adopted by
many of the unlettered scribes of that day when, as
already stated, the ch was the equivalent for k. For this
reason I have formed the opinion that in the case of
Weybread, as in the other towns mentioned, the
ffulchers were the immediate descendants of the
disappearing ffolkards for as Anthony Lower’s
Patronymica Britannica points out:

This Robert was probably the brother of Thomas.
We know nothing of Edmund ffulcher deceased, but
he was probably also a brother. In 1500 Thomas
surrendered to “Alis, my wife, all my lands for her
life’’; these, after her death, to go to his son Edmund.
These facts are from the accounts of the manor of
Syleham, and doubtless refer to lands in that place.
Allusion has been made above to Thomas’ will,
found in the Norwich Consistory. Only the first few
lines are entered in the books, an abstract of which
reads:
Thomas ffulcher, of Hoxne, the elder. 15th year of Henry 7th
(1499). To be buried in the churchyard of Saints Peter and
Paul, Hoxne. Several church legacies.

Why the will was not fully entered is unaccountable.
The date of inclusion indicates death in 1517 or 1518,
and the Norfolk Subsidy above named as being
conjecturally assigned to 1525 was therefore almost
certainly of an earlier date.
12. Edmund ffulcher (also ffucher), of Hoxne, was a
son of Thomas. Davy gives two fragmentary copies of
his will (1514):
I, Edmund Fucher, of Hoxne. To High Awter for tithes
forgotten 5s. Sir John Weete shall sing for my sowle by the
space of a year, and to have 8 marks and 6s 8d. Item, I will
have six masses songe at Scala Coeli in London if yt may be
borne of my goodes, or als three masses. A priest to synge
for my sowle and my father and mother, and Rychard my
brother in the church of Hoxon. To Elizabeth my wyff all
lands and tenements in Syleham and Hoxton (ie Hoxne) for
life, and then to be sold and go to the church of Hoxon or to
a priest’s service, or ells to both, a part to the payntinge of
the Image of St Peter of Hoxon, or ells any other thinge
necessarye or most expedient for the weale of my soule and
all my frynds soules. All goodes, cowes, and catalls to wife.
If she marries, she to give security for the payment of debts
and legacies. Sir John Wyett (see above “Weete’’), John
Turston, and Will. Everard of Hoxne, exors.

Folkard, Folkerd, Fulcher, or Fulcherus, a Domesday name,
is doubtless the same as Folchard or Folcard, borne by an
eminent Flemish scholar, who settled in England about the
time of the Conquest and became Abbot of Thorney.

Of Thomas ffulcher we know nothing beyond a roll
of the manor of Syleham, (1432) when ffulcher is
named as holding land there. He made his will in
1481, in which year, according to the date of its proof,
he must have died. An abstract of that will reads:

Before 1523 his widow Elizabeth must have
remarried, for in that year:

Thomas ffulcher of Hoxne, 7 October, 1481. To be buried at
St Peter of Hoxne. Legacies to church there, and to that of
Dickleburgh. To Johane Hylle 62 pence; John Hyll 13s 4d;
Thomas ffoulsher, Senior, 40 pence; John Hyll 40 pence;
Thomas ffoulcher, Junr., 40 pence; a further legacy to the
church of St Gregory for his own and his parent’s souls.
Thomas ffoulcher and John Hill, Senr, exors. Proved at
Hoxne 10 February, 1481 by the executors.

Elizabeth Colman, late the wife of Edmund ffulcher, did
surrender and release divers pieces of land (at Syleham) to
the exors of the above will.

13. Robert ffulcher, of Hoxne, named above in the
surrender of lands at Syleham by Robert Greys in
1479, is named also in a Chancery suit, together with
several other ffulchers who have been included
mainly from the depositions in that suit:

The legacy to Dickleburgh church in Norfolk, five
miles north-east of Diss, implies Thomas had some
connection there, probably land. His sons, Thomas
ffuleer and John ffolcer seem to have settled there, the
latter apparently being the progenitor of the large
family of ffolsar or ffolser settled later on at Diss. The
only life reference to Thomas is in a surrender of land
wherein his son Thomas ffulcher is named as “the
younger’’.
11. Thomas ffulcher (also ffulchar), of Syleham and
elsewhere, son to the above Thomas, is named in the
latter’s will. His own will is dated 1499, but his death
cannot have occurred till many years later, as we find
him as “Thomas ffulcer (note approach to ffulser
above referred to) paying a Subsidy of 12 pence for
land in Dickleburgh, Norfolk, valued at 20 shillings.
(Date lost, though ascribed by the Record Office
authorities conjecturally to 1525, but may have been
levied earlier in the century.) By a deed of 1479 Robert
Greys surrendered to:

Chancery Depositions, Charles I, F. No 2, 31 Henry 8 (1539).
Bill of Complaint opens: `William ffulcher, son and heir to
Nicholas ffulcher, cousin (ie nephew), and the heir unto the
said John, that is to say, son of John fulcher, brother to the
said William ffulcher, one of the complainants, that whereas
the same John ffulcher possessed certain lands in Palgrave,
Suffolk’. After his death, these came to complainant. One
Clement Cowper (also Coup) had entered on the lands
without title. One Thomas ffulcher, son to said John, father
to said William. John ffulcher had two sons, William the
eldest, one of the complainants, and John, father to the said
Nicholas; and that the ‘said William and Nicholas be heirs to
the disputed lands’. One Thomas ffulcher had four sons,
John, father to the said William, one of the complainants,
Robert, Simonde, and William. `Agnes ffulche was the wife
of Thomas ffulche’.

It is possible that the Simonde ffulcher (also ffulchar)
named was Simon ffolkard, Prior of Hoxne and Lynn
(No 5).

Thomas ffulcher the younger a deed of awarde given up in
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14. John ffulcher, of Weybread, William’s (9) son was
defendant to a Fine sued by Roger Bale respecting
land in Weybread in 1606. His wife’s name, from the
following notes respecting her was Frances. These also
contain the only other references found to her
husband:

allied to those of Weybread and Hoxne, above
sketched.
17. ffalcare, of Illeigh (mod Brent-Eleigh), has been
assumed a son of William ffulco of Hoxne (No 1). He
is named as a tenant of the manor at Illeigh about the
reign of Edward II (1308).
18. Roger ffaucon, Rector of Brent-Eleigh, probably a
son to the last named. A list of rectors of that place
gives him as inducted to that office in 1355.
19. William ffolpald, of Carlton. This peculiar writing
of the name is found in several instances of the early
Folkards of the Continent. “Ald’’ is a common form
for “ard’’, and in one case of William’s descendants
the last form is used. The substitution of p for k must
have been a lingual peculiarity, as it was preserved
through several generations. I assume this man to
have been a son of William ffulco of Hoxne (No 1).
In a Latin Extent of the Manor of Carlton of 1334,
William ffolpald is named as being a land tenant. With
reference to some land, it is said to “abutt on Folpald’s
wall’’. Of other land the entry occurs that the “holding
abuts before the gate of J. Wadlove and the holding
next to Folpalds’’.
20. Henry ffolpald, of Carlton, is fairly assumed a son
of the above. Another roll of that manor refers to him
as holding lands in the same neighbourhood.
21. John ffolpald, of Carlton, is presumed to have
been a brother of Henry. The roll last quoted has:

Frances Fulcher, widow (1623), late wife of John Fulcher,
gent., deceased, petitions that William Colthropp, Esq.,
deceased, was in his life possessed of certain lands and
houses in Weybread, Suff, and had mortgaged them to
William Fulcher and John Brame of Fressingfield. John
Fulcher was one of the sons of William. Payment not having
been made, the mortgagees took over the property.
23 April 1636. William Crowne of St Clement’s Danes,
London, Gent, petitions that whereas one Henry Mayes of
Norwich, about 1624, laid title to the messuage and lands of
John ffulcher, then of Weybred, Suff, Gent, situate in
Weybred, the latter’s friends advised him to compromise the
claim, which he would have done by a great sum of money
had not plaintiff hindered him, and the latter cleared the title
for him upon his being promised good satisfaction for his
pains by defendant. And whereas ffrances ffulcher, widow,
natural mother of John ffulcher, had an annuity of £30
issuing out of the manor of Porter (Quere) and other lands in
Yorkshire, the property of the late Lord Ross, and 150 miles
from Weybred . . . there was £60 arrears due on this, and
ffrances ffulche and the said John ffulche, ‘her only child’,
being afraid of not getting it, and Lord Rosse refusing to pay
it, and being so powerful in those parts that no man dare
destrain on his chattels, the plaintiff out of affection for
defendants rode to Lord Rosse’s estate and at the hazard of
his life seized cattle to the value of the debt.

Hugo de Scarnahagn (Quere, Scarning, Norfolk) has the
farther part, and one piece abutting on the holding of
William Geffry with Aquilon, a quarter of the piece lying
next to the holding of John ffolpald from the part of Aquilon.

The land of John ffolpald is again referred to as
being on the road from Framlingham. A manor roll of
Sibton (1366) names ffolpald as a jurant who gave
evidence as to certain tenures at Kelsale.
22. Roger ffolpald, of Kelsale, was probably John’s
son. In 1450 he is named on several manor rolls of
Kelsale. Most of the lands named in them seem to
have been in Carlton.
23. William ffalpold, of Kelsale, was very likely a
brother of the last. In a manor role of that place (1450)
his name occurs twice as a tenant of land.
24. John ffalpold, of Kelsale, may have been William’s
son. In the rolls named above he is repeatedly named
as holding lands at Carlton (12 acres), and others at
Middleton. In 1480 he did homage at the Manor Court
at Kelsale, and in 1483 he and his wife referred to as
“John ffolpald and Emma his wife’’. Also in 1480 John
ffolpald was appointed joint Commissioner with
Thomas Bysshop to render account, and “Alicia, relict
of John Amys’’, is subsequently stated to have held
one acre of land in Carlton belonging to John ffolpald
in 1483. No man of this name signed the covenant at
Kelsale in 1641, so probably the family was then
extinct in that neighbourhood. In the Ipswich Probate
Registry there is a record of administration being
granted to the goods of “Henry ffokarde who lived at
Carlton’’, dated 5 March, 1612, and the register of
Carlton records the marriage of Thomas ffaulke
(pronounced ffaulker) to Jone Goose, on 10 July, 1563,
so probably the name had reverted in this locality to
its truer forms.
25. John ffalpold, of Snape, may either have been
identical with No 24 or else a son of his. John and his
brother, Wat ffolpard, are named in a Roll, 20 feet
long, relating to manors in and about Snape (1485):

John ffulcher the elder, gent., answered:
Alludes to his ‘late’ mother and denies plaintiff’s statements.
Says that the latter is a lawyer, and that the annuity was
regularly paid to the widow ffulcher so long as Lord Rosse
lived; but on his death, the manor went to Sir Richard Cecil,
who neglected the annuity. The complainant did not go
specially to Yorkshire, but having occasion to go into
Derbyshire, not far distant from the manor, he offered to
look to the matter. Says complainant was his mother’s
kinsman by marriage’’. (8 July 1647)

15. John ffulcher, of Weybread, named in the case
above was defendant, the only child of John. On
16 January, 1628:
John Algar of Weyghbread, Suff, Yeoman, complained that
money due to him by a will is held back by a combination of
John ffulcher and others of that place.

From depositions taken at New Buckingham,
Norfolk we learn that John ffulcher was co-defendant
to it with William Cooks. The case referred to the
rights of the exors. of the will of Robert Everard of
Weybred, whose son and heir was “an idiott, very
noysome’’.
This John ffulcher was further defendant to a Fine of
1649 indexed “Thomas Botebright, Gen., vs John
ffulcher, Senr., Gen., Waybred’’. Described as senior,
he must at that date have had a son of the same name,
probably the John ffucher whose marriage license of
29 June, 1640, records his marrying at Hoxne Phillippa
Dickerson, single woman.
16. Matthew ffulcher. A Matthew ffulcher was living
in 1599 at Hoxne or Syleham. A suit of 27 May, 1599,
has a plaintiff Richard Cowper, of Hoxne, Yeoman,
who sought to recover from this Matthew sundry
property of William Baldwyn of Syleham, deceased.
This family had descendants at Hoxne as late as 1784,
when James Fulcher was included in a Poll List as
voting for property at Eye. This fact supports my
theory that the Fulchers of the last-named place were

Item. Hew Thorpe purchased of John ffalpold 1 acre of fre
lond and paid fine 2 pence. Item, Thomas Merkeby and Wat
ffolpard purchased 7 rods lond of Botelers, Olyve, and
Thynglove, and John Merkeby was his aye (ie, surety) and
paid fine 2 pence.

In 1487 “Jon plokatt’’, of Tunstall near Snape, is
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entered as holding land of Blaxhall Hall manor. Other
forms of the name, probably those of descendants of
these ffolpards, occur in subsequent records relating to
Snape and its vicinity. In 1523 Catherine ffakon paid a
subsidy of 3 pence for goods valued at £6 in Snape and
Thomas ffakon one of 12 pence for goods valued at
£10. In 1543 John ffawken paid 10 shillings and
Matthew ffaukon (Quere, the Matthew ffulcher living
at Hoxne in 1599, see No 14) 4 shillings Subsidy for
goods in the same place.
As no form in which the name can be recognised
found mention in the Manor Rolls of Snape from 1279
to about 1450, nor in that of 1602, the residence there
of the family was confined to between the two latter
dates.
26. Alicia ffolkard, of Hoxne. Possibly a daughter of
Simon ffolkerede of Mendham (No 3), but she may
have been a member of the family settlement at
Horham, which is only three miles from Hoxne; some
of these having possessed land in the latter place.
A Rent roll of Hoxne (1453) has:

the day of St Martin in Winter’’, so called in
contradistinction to the feast of St Martin “the boiling’’
(from the heat of the weather) of 4 July. The day of St
Martin in Winter, according to the Calendar, is
11 November.

Reve lands whych bereth Reve in Hoxne. Alicia ffolkard
1 rod in tenure of the seid Alice. John ffolkard of Horham on
the part of the bridge there.

27. Richard ffolcard, Rector of Pakefield, has been
conjecturally placed as having been also a child of
Simon ffolkerede of Mendham (No 3), but it cannot be
authenticated. His will affords no clue to any relatives
of his. The earliest mention discovered of him is in
1438 among the Munimenta Academica of the Chronicles
and Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland; the name of
“Ricardus Folcarde’’ being mentioned therein, in a list
of the Principals of Halls at Oxford, as the Principal of
“Haburdashe Hall’’ on 9 September, 1438.
Suckling’s Antiquities of the County of Suffolk says that
“Richard ffolcard was appointed Rector (ie of
Pakefield) in 1445 by the patrons, Thomas Bardolph,
Esq and Alice his wife’’.
He made his will (below) as Rector of the Mediety of
Pakefield in 1451, proof being made only nine days
after its date. A fine brass to his memory still exists in
Pakefield Church, and all works on the archaeology of
the Eastern counties refer to it. The finest presentment
of this brass is published in Suckling’s book above
referred to. The effigy is represented in full canonicals;
issuing from its mouth is a label bearing the words:

Will
Richard ffolkard, Rector of the mediety of Pakefield, Suffolk,
“per parte Australi”, dioc. Norw., 9 November 1451. To be
buried in Pakefield church. Legacies to that parish. To Henry
Colayn “cognato mea” of Oxoma 40 shillings, and remits a
debt due by him. To John, son of Henry Colayne “cognato
mei” 40 shillings. To poor of Blyburgh one cuplyn (?) of
silver. To Roger S—pwell and his wife six silver spoons,
“lapides”, and a horse. To Robert Stolys, perepetual vicar of
Reydon, and to parishes of Carleton and Estonband certain
robers and a cope of violett. To “Dominus” John Grigsbyfy
(?) “three best togas of mine with a cope and 10s in silver”,
and condones a debt due by him. To John Hert, perpetual
vicar of Cratfield, four of his togas and a capias. To
“Dominus” Robert Elye, rector of Owleton, a toga of medley
and a capias. Other robes to different clergy. To poor of
Blythburgh 6s 8d. Several small legacies to individuals. All
the rest of his goods to his exor. for charitable uses in Great
Yarmouth. Carleton Colville named in a legacy. No relatives
named. John Spryrlyng, perpetual vicar of Kessingland,
exor. Proved at Norw. 18 Novr 1451.

Misericordia Domini in etcrnum cantabo. (Of the mercies of
the Lord I will sing for ever). (Photograph above and
page 265.)

28. William ffulkered, Stipendiary priest of
Knodisham (mod. Knodishall), has been assumed
another son of Simon ffolkerede of Mendham (No 3).
All we know of William is from his name occurring on
a Clerical Subsidy (1448) which reads: (ex Lat)

Below the effigy is the following inscription
(translated):
Here lies Master Richard Folkard, formerly rector of a
mediety of this church in the Southern part, who died on the
day of St Martin “in hyeme’’ (ie Winter), AD 1451, to whose
soul may God be propitious. Amen.

William ffulkerd, Stipendiary Chaplain of Knodisham.

Davy wrote, respecting this brass in 1832:
In the floor at the West end lies the stone which had the
brass of Richard Folkard: this brass has been torn from the
stone and has been fixed on a piece of Portland stone against
the East end, on the South side of the Altar.

As to Richard Folkard being rector of a “mediety’’ or
half, of the church of Pakefield, it was not uncommon
in ancient times to build churches on the border line
between two parishes that line running through the
centre of the building. The death of Richard was “on

Writing of Name on a Subsidy Roll of 1332
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Settlement at Gislingham

in 1316 further informing us that his son took the title
of Sir Allan Goldingham or “de Gislingham’’ on
receiving knighthood. The date of this knighthood
seems uncertain. The possibility has been named
elsewhere that his son, Allan ffaukun, was identical
with Allan ffulcher (and ffolard), who held land at
Weybread. No further record has been found of him.
2. John ffulco, of Gislingham, was, no doubt, son to
Sir Allan de Gislingham named above, for he
succeeded to his father’s manor there. In 1331 he
witnessed as “Dominus John de Goldingham’’, a deed
signed at Cavendish. In 1363 we find him referred to
as “ffulco de Goldyngham’’ under the locality of
Gislingham. The title “Dominus’’ was that commonly
given to Lords of Manors.

Gislingham is only 2 1⁄2 miles from Mellis. The
relationship of the Folkards who lived there to those of
Mellis may justifiably be assumed; the more so
because, as has been written under the record of Mellis
and Eye, more than one member of the family in those
towns were possessed of land in Gislingham.
1. ffulkon of Goldingham (mod Gislingham), has been
assigned as son to Walter ffolcard of Eye. It is feasible
that he was identical with Walter’s son, Robert
ffulcard of Eye. Davy gives deeds in which he is
mentioned as being Lord of the Manor of Goldingham

MARRIAGE LICENCES AT THE IPSWICH PROBATE COURT: 1613-74
1618

June 12

Gregory Fokarde & Joan Grimsbie of Wilby, widow (Book 4 folio 4)

1619

Dec 11

George Smith of Mendham & Alice Foker of Crettingham (Book 4 folio
22)

1631

Sept 13

Edmund Folkard of Ashfield & Mary Salter of Blaxhall, widow (Book 10
folio 16)

1637/38

Jan 12

William Fokard widower & Ann Gyforde of Bedfield, single, at Bedfield.
Surety Tho Gyforde (Book 15 folio 28)

1639

May 1

Thomas Folkard of Ashfield single & Elizabeth Reuse of Creeting (Book
17 folio 9)

1643

April 11 John Smyth & Ann Folcar of Melton, single (Book 20 folio 34)

1674

Sept 7

John Savadge of Woodbridge and Lydia Folkard of Ashfield both single,
at Ashfield (Book 29 folio 8)
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1. FOLCARD = . . . ?
Thorpe
L 1216

THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

SETTLEMENT AT
HORHAM
SEPTEMBER 1994

16. ROBERT = . . . ?
Rendham

2. RALPH = . .. ?
L 1356

17. ADAM
L 1396

3. JOHN = Agnes
L 1485

4. THOMAS = Alice
d c1501

5. JOHN = Anne Wynston
d c1540 SH
Corton

12. JOHN
= Elizabeth Geddings
c1455-c1533
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11. JOHN = Margarie

ANN =
Edmund
Genn

ALICE =
....
Sheppard

15. FRANCIS = Mary
Dowsinge
SH

7. THOMAS= Margaret
d c1552

13. WILLIAM = Margaret
Sherman
(Widow)

ALICE =
. . . Page

11. JOHN = Margaret
d 1599? SH/NI

ISABELL =
Will Harvie

MARGARET =
. . . Fryer

6. RICHARD = Margaret
Lowestoft

JOHN

JANE
JOHANN
ALICE
ANNE
All L 1552

14. JOHN = Ann
d 1617 Woodward

GREGORY = Johanna Grimsbie
m 1618

ANNE = Robert Waters

8. THOMAS = Ann
d c1592 Staunard
SH

FRANCES
ANNE

JOHN
ELIZABETH

9. THOMAS = Alice
d c1639

10. JOHN = Ann . . .?

WILLIAM
L 1654

EDMUND
L 1654

MARY
L 1654

ANN
L 1654

THOMAS . .. ?

JOHN
L 1654

3s 4d. To Alice his wife all goods moveable, cattle, and stuffs
of household. His tenement in Horham, with all his lands
there, and his lands in Corton, Hoxne, and Denham, to his
wife for life. After her decease the said tenement, with the
“close lying by it, with the meadow and the close called
Holton” unto Thomas his son. To John his son, after his
mother’s decease, his close called the Long Close in Denham
and Hoxne, and his close called Cullyng in Horham.
Provided his said sons found a priest of good fame to pray
for his and his wife’s souls. The priest to have a salary of
8 marks. Residue to exors., Alice his wife and sons Thomas
and John. Proved 26 April, 1503. (Date illegible and uncertain)

Settlement at Horham

(includes branches at Corton, Lowestoft, Rendham, Redisham, Needham
in Norfolk, and Brockdish in Norfolk)

1. — Folcard, of Thorpe near Horham, appears the
almost certain progenitor of the line which for so long
lived there. Thorpe is only five miles from Eye, so
derivation from that settlement may fairly be
assumed.
The only information of his residence at Thorpe, a
place not now on the map, but which old deeds place
just north of Horham, is in a charter of about 1216
between Hamond of Thorndon, Chaplain and
William, his nephew, agreeing to sell a tenement and
capital messuage in Theberton, Suffolk, for twenty
silver shillings, described as lying between the land of
“folcard de Thorp’’ and that of Henry Carpenter.
2. Ralph ffolcard, of Horham and Eye, presumably a
son of the above and successor to his land. He held
lands also at Horham and Ufford in 1346, according to
a Rent roll of that date. In a roll of the lands of
Dominus Edmund de Thorpe of 1356 Ralph is named,
as Radulphus ffauken, a free tenant in Allyngton (mod
Athelington, close to Horham). It also alludes to his
land as “one piece of meadow containing 20 acres and
worth yearly seven shillings’’.
A Rental of Rickinghall (1387) repeatedly refers to
land at Winston apparently just vacated by Ralph
ffocour (ie, ffoker) known as “Southfield’’. The man
named was probably Ralph. The Folkards connected
with Rickinghall are generally referred to as ffaucon,
ffakon etc, in the rolls although in 1436 the name
appears as ffocour and ffoco.
I have assumed this Ralph ffolcard was the ancestor
of the Sparham settlement in Norfolk, the name Ralph
being continued in that branch of the family, while the
identity of the arms borne by it with those of Suffolk
affords further evidence of its descent.
3. John ffolkard, of Horham, was probably Ralph’s
son. A list of Reve lands of Hoxne (1453) names the
lands of John ffolkard of Horham. Entries of 1466
possibly refer to John and his wife. In 1466 John ffoker
paid fines of 8 pence, 6 pence, and 12 pence, and
Agnes ffoker one of 6 pence, for land held at Stanton.
The following year the rental of this land was
20 shillings, and refers to Agnes ffoker as the wife of
John ffoker. A rental of Hacheston (1485), probably
refers to John of Horham.

5. John ffolkarde (also ffawlker), of Corton, from the
fact of the above Thomas ffolkard having held land at
Corton, I am inclined to the belief John and he were
brothers, though so many years divided their
respective deaths. For that reason I believe John and
his descendants at Lowestoft should be placed here.
The earliest mention of John is found in 1521, when
he was one of the plaintiffs to a Fine:
Between John ffolkard and John loudon, clerk, plaintiffs, and
William Eberton and Marion his wife, formerly wife to
Robert pratte, defendants, of one messuage, 7 acres of land
and 1 acre heath, with appurts. in Corton and hopton as to
which there was a former Concord between them in the
same Court. Be it known that the aforesaid William and
Marion recognise the aforesaid holdings, with the part
which John ffolkard has, as those which the same John and
John loudon has by the gift of the said William and Marion,
and by them remitted and quitclaimed by them the said
William and Marion and their heirs to the aforesaid John
and John and to the heirs of John ffolkard in perpetuity. And
further, the said William and Marion concede for themselves
and the heirs of Marion by their warrant to the said John and
John and his heir the aforesaid John ffolkard to hold that
part against their heirs in perpetuity, and by this do
recognise remittance, quitclaim, warrant, fine and concord to
the same John and John, they giving to the aforesaid William
and Marion 20 pounds sterling.
A quitclaim is a renunciation of claim or right.

In 1524 John ffolkard paid a Subsidy of 6 shillings
for “movabyll goodes’’ in Corton valued at £13 and in
the same year was taxed at 30 shillings, the highest
rate. Nothing further is known before his will of 1540.
in which (and in that of his widow) only one son,
Richard, is named. This would not necessarily prove
that the John ffolkard who, in 1545, paid a Subsidy at
Gorleston of 5s 3d on goods valued at £8 was not also
a son of his. A daughter Anne is also named,
apparently as then single probably the Anne Waters
named in the mother’s will, to which her husband,
Robert Waters, was exor.
His wife’s name (his will of 1540 states) was Anne,
and as her latter days were evidently passed at
Blundeston, the Miles Wynston of that place, one of
the exors to her husband’s will, was probably a
brother or other near relative of hers. A Reginald
Wynstone lived at Blundestone in 1438. Anne’s
maiden name was probably therefore, Wynston.
Several references to her in widowhood are extant. In
1545 she sued a Fine in the King’s Court at
Westminster:

Rendlesham. John ffolkard, holds freely one piece of land
formerly Roger Hall’s, namely 11⁄2 acre lying between the
Lord of Colvill’s on the one side, and the holding of Robert
Shyringham on the other, and abutting on the road leading
to Tunstall, towards Eyke, and paying for it by the year four
pence and one cock and two hens.

4. Thomas ffolkard, of Horham, was probably son to
John and Agnes. He is the only man we can assign
identity with the Thomas ffolkard of a Latin deed of
1474, whereby there were devised to him and others
by Robert Brende, Senior, of South Elmham, certain
tenements. The object of the deed is not discoverable,
but it does not seem to create a trust.
No further mention of him is found prior to his will
(1500) proved between that year and 1503. His wife
Alice is named in it as then living, and allusion made
to lands possessed by the testator in Horham, Corton,
Hoxne, and Denham, all places, (except Corton) lying
contiguous. He is very likely to have been the Thomas
ffolcarde named in his son’s will as having
surrendered lands held of several manors.

Between Ann ffolkard, widow, plff, and William Kempston
and Johanna Oxenden, defts, respecting a messuage, 6 acres,
3 acres pasture, and 2 acres heath and broom, with
appurtenances in Corton and Hopton, that the defts yield
the said property to the plff, and her heirs for ever.

In 1548 she paid a Subsidy Roll as “Anne ffolkard,
Wydowe’’, 10 shillings on movable goods in
“Bloundston’’, valued at £10. From this we can
assume, ten years before she made her will at
Lowestoft, she resided at Blundeston. Her will (1557)
affords evidence of use of the name “ffawlker’’ for

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Horham, Suffolk, 29 August, 1500. To be
buried in churchyard of Horham. “To the High Altar of said
church for tithes negligently witholden, or not truly payed
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ffolkard, her late husband being also referred by that
name. She probably died in 1559, the year in which the
will was proved.

Suffolk Coinage tells us that this “Thomas Folkard gave,
in 1756, five shillings towards rebuilding Kirkley
Church’’. Of the children named in his will, Susannah
is the only one of whom we have no further record. Of
the others the following inscription on a tomb in
Lowestoft churchyard informs us as to the sad end of
the son Thomas.
In this case the wife must have been the senior of her
husband by 33 years!

Will
John ffolkarde of Corton, Suffolk, Yeoman. 14 January 1540.
To be buried in churchyard of St Bartholomew’s, Corton. To
the High Altar there for tithes forgotten 3s 4d. In alms to
poor folk in towns next adjoining Corton 5 marks. To each of
his godchildren 4 pence, If his son Richard die before his
mother without lawful male heirs “I will that my place,
tenement, londes, pastures, medowe etc in Corton or
elsewhere which I lately purchased be sold, and the money
disposed in almesse and merytoryous deedes for the helthe
of my soule.” To Anne his wife all other goods and chattels
for life, “one halfe freely and the other halfe on her decease
between my children Richard and Anne.” Exors Sir John
Jerningham, Richard ffolkard his son, and Miles Wynston of
Blundestone. Signed in the presence of Sir Leonnrd Askewe,
parson of Bradwell, William Baldwyn, William Jermye and
Robert fforrows. Proved at Beccles 23 January, 1541.

Sacred
to the Memory of
Thomas Folkard,
husband of
Elizabeth Folkard,
who was unfortunately drowned
15th October, 1844
aged 42 years.
Also
Elizabeth
his wife, who died 21 August
1846
aged 77 years

Will
Anne ffwalker (ffolkarde) of Lowestoft, Suffolk, “widow,
late wife of John ffawlker of Corton”. 9 November, 1557. To
be buried in the churchyard of Lowestoft. To her son
Richard ffawlker 40 shillings. To Margaret, wife of said
Richard, 30 shillings. To John Wheller and Margery his wife
40 shillings. To Robert Waters and Anne his wife 40
shillings. To Anne Waters “one olde fether bedde”. Legacies
of clothing to different persons. Her son Richard ffawlker
and Robert Walters exors. Witnessed by Richard Warde,
Harry Coke, Janot Parye, and Robert Barge. Proved at
Beccles 28 September, 1558.

It was probably a son of the above who, as Thomas
Folkard, was described in the Suffolk Directory of 1844
as “a spinner of rope and twine’’ at Lowestoft. A will
in Somerset House, proved 21 January 1873, was
apparently that of this man, and we learn by it that he
died 26 August, 1872, the will being proved by his son
Thomas Folkard of Lowestoft, whose own estate was
administered to in its turn by his relict, Maria Folkard,
her husband’s death having occurred on 19 May 1878.
William, another son named in the will of his father,
lived till 1850, according to the following inscription
on his tomb in Lowestoft churchyard:

6. Richard ffolkarde (also ffolchard, ffawlker, and
ffolker), of Lowestoft is John’s son. A legacy to his wife
Margaret is left in his mother’s will (1557), in which he
is also a legatee.
As “Richard ffolchard’’, he paid a Subsidy in 1542 of
2s 8d for movable goods in Lowestoft, valued at £8;
and in 1545 a further Subsidy as “Richard ffolker’’, of
6 shillings for land in the same town, valued at £3.
I believe a son of Richard settled at Belton, a few
miles only from his own birthplace at Corton and his
mother’s residence at Blundeston. The Ipswich
Registry contains the Wills of Robert ffalke
(pronounced ffalker) of Belton of 1567-68; of Thomas
ffaulke of Belton of 1580-81; of John ffaulke of Belton
of 1638-40; and the administration of Edmund ffaulke
of the same place of 1639 granted to the latter’s son
Thomas. The Ipswich Probate Sundry Books describe
“ffaulkerde of Belton’’. ffaulke (or ffaulker) as a
customary corruption of the name. We find an
Edmund ffaulk, probably a grandson of the lastnamed Edmund, party to a Fine of 1705 respecting
land in Belton.
It was probably a daughter of Richard ffolkard of
Lowestoft who married in 1561; the Ipswich Registry
issuing a licence of marriage, dated May 28 of that
year, between “Robert Allen and Margaret ffolker of
Lowestoft’’, the latter evidently named after her
mother. The will (1640) of Marie ffoker (endorsed
ffokard), of Kessingland near Lowestoft is doubtless
that of Mary Paslew, the widow of a son of this
Richard by whom she left two daughters, Mary and
Margery ffolkard
Whether this line at Lowestoft was continued
unbrokenly by Richard’s descendants cannot be
established without examining the registers there; but
the will, dated 1789, of Thomas ffolkard, of Lowestoft,
indicates this as probable. It was most likely the lastnamed man who contributed to a benefaction to the
parish of Lowestoft, the list of donors in the church
there (D. Lowestoft) recording “Mr Folkard £4 4s 0d’’.
Davy made this note in 1823. A note in Golding’s

To
the Memory of
William Folkard,
husband of
Mary Folkard,
who died July 11th, 1850
aged 72 years.
Also
Mary his wife,
who died July 19, 1851,
aged 73 years.

This couple probably left children who lived in
Lowestoft, for we find a William Folkard in the
Directory for 1879. The remaining child of the will yet
to be noticed is Samuel, who appears as a “fish curer’’
in the Suffolk Directory of 1844. A license, dated
1 January 1839 authorises his marriage to Susanna
Richardson Dance, single woman, of Lowestoft. A
Samuel Folkard described in the Lowestoft Directory
of 1879 as “fishing boat owner’’, was probably son to
this couple.
7. Thomas ffolkard, of Horham, was the son of
Thomas Folkard and Alice his wife. He is named in his
father’s will of 1500. From his own will (1552) we learn
his wife was Margaret, and that she was living at that
date, but her maiden surname has not been traced.
The earliest mention of Thomas subsequent to his
father’s will is 1522, in which year, as Thomas ffolkerd,
he paid a Subsidy of 12 pence for goods in Horham
valued at £10. In 1523 he was again taxed on a Subsidy
of £1 13s 4d (again as “feolkerd’’) for land in Horham
appraised at an annual value of —— (illegible in orig),
and on moveable goods there valued at £10. But to
meet the insatiable demands for the foreign wars of
Henry VIII he was mulcted a second time in the same
year for 5s 6d for goods in Horham valued at
£5 13s 4d. Perhaps he was obliged to sell part of his
goods to meet the earlier exactions of that year. In the
last roll he is named as “Thomas ffolcarde’’.
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He seems to have held the office of bailiff (ie mayor)
of several parishes or townships, for the Valor
Ecclesiasticus (1534) reads:

of 2s 8d for land in Horham valued at 40 shillings.
Probably Thomas and his wife Alice are referred to in
the following Fines:

Thomas ffolkarde, bailiff of Carleton, Okkolt (mod. Occolt),
Horham, and Rishangle, pays annually to the Prior of
Bronholme 3s 4d.

4 James I (1615). It was agreed between Thomas ffolkard,
plff, and Thomas Wulves (prob. Wolsey) and Elizabeth his
wife defts, respecting one messuage and a garden with
appurts. in Engate (mod Ingate), Thomas ffolkard paying
Thomas Wulves and Elizabeth his wife 40 pounds sterling.
15 Charles I. (1639). Between Christopher West, Clerk, and
Thomas Pells, plffs., and Thomas ffolkard and Alice his wife,
and William Russell and Johanna his wife, defts., of
1 messuage, 1 curtilage, 2 gardens, and 10 acres pasture,
with their appertenances in Engate, Beccles, and
Letheringham, the plffs. pay the defendants 41 pounds
sterling.

In 1545 he paid, as Thomas ffolcard, a Subsidy of
6 shillings for land at Horham, the last record of him
until his will (1552). This names his children. One of
his daughters appears from the will of his son Thomas
to have married Gregory Rous.
Will
Thomas Folkarde the elder of Horham, Suffolk,
11 November, 1552. To be buried in the churchyard at
Horham. To the town curate for tithes forgotten 12 shillings.
To Margaret his wife his tenement, houses, and lands in
Horham till Thomas his son be 21. She to find all necessaries
“and bring my children honestlye uppe”. Thomas to have
the property at 21. Pewter, easements and other necessaries
to wife “for her use and nedeful hospitalitye”. Son Thomas
to pay wife 8s 4d a year. She to have to farm all his lans and
pastures called Holton lying Hoxne until his son John be 21.
His wife to pay to his four daughters, Johan, Anne, Jane, and
Alice, 5 marks each at marriage. Son John to have the land
called Holton at 21, but to pay 26s 8d yearly to wife. Son
Thomas to give wife “kepe of a cowe yerely with wynter
meate and sumer meate” for life. If son Thomas dies before
21, his legacy to go to son John. To Alice Cowper, testator’s
daughter, £3, and her three sons to succeed. All moveables
and household stuff to wife, who is extx with John Gyrling
Junior of Horham. 8 shillings to the latter for his labor.
Allusion made to Thomas ffolcarde and William ffolcarde
surrendering lands held of several manors. Witnessed by
Thomas Kent and John Gyrlinge, 23 December, 1552. Proved
at Horham, 14 February, 1557. (This year almost illegible)

His will (1638) was proved in 1639, probably the
year he died, as thus recorded at the Ipswich Registry:
28 September, 1639. Will of Thomas ffolkarde, late of
Horham aforesaid, proved.

Thomas’ position must have been a substantial one
for those days. His son Thomas the will informs us
predeceased his father. The Ann ffolkard, “my
daughter-in-law’’, possibly the widow of John,
Thomas’ son (see next notice) also having a son
Thomas named as the legatee of £60. It was
undoubtedly this grandson of the testator who was
defendant to the following Fine of 1654:
Between John ffolkard the younger, plff, and Thomas
ffolkard, deft, of 1 messuage, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 4 acres
land, and 4 acres pasture, with appurts in Horham. John
ffolkard pays Thomas ffolkard the sum of money between
them accorded.

From the provisions of the will cited it appears the
daughter Elizabeth named in it was either the wife or
the widow of a man named Barker, to whose children,
Giles, Elizabeth, and Alice Barker, legacies were
bequeathed by it.

8. Thomas ffolkard, of Horham, son of Thomas, first
heard of in his father’s will (1522) was under age at
that date. His wife, Ann, daughter of John Staunard,
was supervisor of his will. In 1591, almost certainly a
widow, she paid a Subsidy as “Anna ffolkarde’’, of
16 pence for land in Horham valued at 20 shillings.
In 1575 her husband paid a Subsidy of 2s 8d for land
valued at 20 shillings in Horham and in 1580 was
payee of a further Subsidy of 16 pence on land of the
same value there. His will (1581) was not proved until
1592 so it is probable he did not die until then though
the fact of his wife paying the Subsidy in 1591 may fix
an earlier date for his death.

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Horham, Suffolk. Yeoman: 21 January,
1638 To Alice his wife all houses and lands whatsoever for
her life if she remain a widow. Trustees appointed to sell the
property after her decease. They to dispose of the money as
follows, it being paid in the south porch of the parish church
at Horham:— To John his son £100: To Thomas ffolkard “my
grandchild, son of Thomas my son late deceased, £60. If I
surrender my copyhold of Occolte and Bromhall manors
before my death the last legacy to be void, and in
consideration of that I give to the aforesaid Thomas ffolkard
the aforesaid house and lands holden of the manors of
Occolt and Bromhall to him and his heirs for ever”. To
Elizeabeth, testator’s daughter, £30. To William, Edward,
Mary, and Ann ffolkard; Giles, Elizeabeth, and Alice Barker,
his grandchildren; and to Ann ffolkard his daughter-in-law
“to each one £10”. Alice “my beloved wife” sole extx, and to
her all moveables, chattels, household stuff etc. Signed by
Thomas ffolkard on all three sheets. Witnessed by Richard
Jerian, Jeffrey Cullum, and Guy Hayte (ie Hayter). Proved at
Stradbrook, 28 September, 1639.

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Horham, Suffolk. 28 February, 1581. To
be buried in the churchyard at Horham. To Anne his wife
his lands and tenements for life, “to keep same in repair and
bring up my children decently”. Wife to pay to ffrances,
William, Anne, Elizabeth, and John, his children, £5 each
when 21. To Thomas his son the full reversion at death of
wife. She to pay to said Thomas 40 shillings a yar, beginning
when he is 21 A post bed and bedding to ffrances his
daughter, and similar bequests to his daughters Anne and
Elizeabeth. Sundry other legacies to his children. His horse
mill and stones, with his lands, to go with the tenement.
Anne his wife and Gregory Rous his brother-in-law exors,
the latter to have 6s 8d. John Stannard, his father-in-law,
supervisor of will. Witnessed by William Mullin, John Park,
and John Keene. Proved at Laxfield, 30 March, 1592.

10. John ffolkard, of Horham, a son of the above, was
probably the eldest surviving at the date of the father’s
will (1638). Ann the “daughter-in-law” mentioned
above may well have been John’s wife, since she is
mentioned in a Fine of 1648, and that William,
Edmund, Mary and Ann Folkard named in their
grandfathers will, were probably their children.
A “John ffolkard the younger“ named as plaintiff in
the same Fine mentioned above was also probably
another son, but not named in his grandfather’s will.
11. John ffolkard, of Horham, who was a son of
Thomas ffolkard (No 7) and his wife Margaret, was a
legatee under his father’s will of 1552, being at that

9. Thomas ffolkard, of Horham, named in his father’s
will (1581) as a minor was probably the Thomas
ffolkard referred to in a case named in Proceedings in
Chancery, Queen Elizabeth entered therein as
“Richard Vinior, 1595, versus Thomas ffolkard.
Discovery as to a private agreement. Personal matters.
No locality’’. Of this case I have been unable to
discover further trace. In 1612 Thomas paid a Subsidy
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1533. To be buried in the churchyard of Our Lady in
Horham “before the porch door at the south side of the
church”. To the High Altar for tithes forgotten 12 pence. To
the church of Horham 6s 8d. To the Austin Friars, 20s to
pray for his son and all his friends’ sons. A secular priest to
do the same at Horham for half a year. To William his son
the tenement the testator dwelt in, with all the land thereto
belonging for life, he paying to exors. 26 shillings yearly as a
condition until will be fulfilled. After William’s decease, the
son of the said William, “my godson, shall have it”. Should
he decease without heirs, the property to go to his next
eldest brother, or to the next heirs of him “that bears the
name of ffolkard”. If none of that name survive, all to go to
church of Horham to pray for testator’s soul. To each of his
sons’ children (not named) 6s 8d. To the children of his
daughter Alice Sheppard 3s 4d each. To his godson John
ffolkard “my frute garden lying in the wayside.” Residue at
disposition of exors. Appoints as his attornies William
Brown of Warlingworth and John Gyrlyng of Horham. To
each for their trouble, 6s 8d, besides all their costs. Witnessed
by Roger Veci of Eye, Thomas ffermor, John Heyward and
John Nycoll. Proved at Horham 3 November, 1533.

date under age. We learn from his own will that his
wife, was named Margerie, and that she was living at
the date of it, 1599.
The Subsidy Rolls indicate John’s continuous
residence at Horham. In 1543 he paid a Subsidy of
20 shillings at Wilby, close to Horham, for goods
valued at £20. In 1575 he was taxed as “John
ffolcarde’’, 10 shillings for goods at Horham valued at
£6; and in 1580 6 shillings for goods of similar amount
in the same place. In 1591 he was again amerced
6 shillings for land in Horham estimated at £6 and in
1596, being assessed 16 shillings for goods there worth
£6 he paid as “John ffolcarde, Senior’’. On a later roll of
the same year Thomas Botwright paid 4 shillings for
land in Horham “formerly ffolkarde’’ estimated at
20 shillings.
In a law suit of 1599 between Humfrey Howlett and
ffrancis ffolkard, of Nedeham, Norfolk (this will be
found given hereafter), there occurs this reference to
John:
Hearing that one John folkard of Horham, Suffolk, yeoman,
a nigh kinsman of ffrancis, whose next heir ffrancis was,
then reputed a man of good wealth, and would leave unto
ffrancis all or most part of property reputed £30 a year,
whereby he, the defendant, expected to be repaid.

13. William ffolkard, of Horham and Eye, is named in
John’s will of 1533 as being his son, and as having
issue a son John. All his interests were apparently in
Horham and though he and his wife both made their
wills at Eye, he probably resided in Horham early on.
His wife was Margaret Sherman. Margaret’s will
leaves legacies only to her children by a first marriage
of hers, none of those by William ffolkard who are
named in his will finding mention in hers. This was
proved in 1567, the year she probably died.
The first mention found of William ffolkard is of
1522, when he paid a Subsidy of 3s 11d for goods in
Horham worth £6. In 1523 he is named on two
separate Subsidy Rolls, on the first of which he
volunteered a payment (amount not stated) for goods
at Horham valued at £5, as “William ffolkerd’’.
On a second he is amerced as “William ffolcard’’ for
goods (amount defaced and illegible). We hear
nothing further of him except a mention in his father’s
will (1533) until 1543, when he was the only ffolkard
taxed in Horham on a Subsidy of that year paying
10 shillings on goods valued at £10. In 1545 he had
again to submit to pay a Subsidy as “William ffolcard’’
of 12s for land in the same place, and on another
Subsidy of the same year he paid 10s. He left Horham
to live at Eye between 1245 and 1562 when he paid a
Subsidy as “William folkard of Eye’’, of 10s 8d for land
at Eye valued at £4. His parting with lands held of
various manors is referred to in the will of his cousin
Thomas ffolkard of 1552.
In 1563 his daughter Isabell died, her burial at
Frostenden entered in the register:

In 1599, John made his will, one of the witnesses to it
being Thomas Howlett, probably a brother of the
plaintiff in that suit. The name of ffrancis ffolkard does
not occur in this will, and it may have arisen from the
discovery of this fact by Thomas Howlett that the
proceedings in Chancery were taken. Unless it may be
assumed that the Ann Genn named in the will as the
wife of Edmund Genn, was a daughter of this man,
there is no evidence of any issue to him, the sum of
£100 left to Ann being devised for distribution among
the “poorest of my kindred’’.
Will
John ffolkard of Horham, Suffolk. 2 June, 1599. To Edmund
Genn and Ann, wife of the said Edmund, all his copyhold
lands in Horham, “sometime Jarningham’s”; with a
tenement and 4 acres 3 roods of pasture “sometime
Durkittle’s”. To Margerie, testator’s wife, his cattle,
household stuff, and all moveables. “There is £100 due by
Ann, now the wife of Edmund Genn, to be paid after my
own and my wife’s death, according to a bond. My exors
shall receive it, and pay it to the poorest of my kindred as it
shall be thought best“. Wife extx, and Thomas Moise and
William Porte (ie Porter) exors. Witnessed by Thomas Howlet
and John Lellye. Proved at Beccles, 20 October, 1600.

12. John ffolkarde, of Horham, son to Thomas (No 4)
and Alice, was left lands at Horham, Denham and
Hoxne by his father’s will of 1500.
On four Subsidy Rolls of 1522 and 1523 as “John
ffolkard’’ he paid 3 shillings on goods in Horham
valued at £11. In the succeeding Roll he was taxed on
land worth 33s 4d by the year, as well as on movable
goods valued at £2 in both instances again as “John
ffolkerd’’. A second time in the same year (1522) as
“John folcard’’, he paid 2s 6d on goods in Horham
valued at £5 and for a third time 3 shillings on goods
there worth £6, as “John ffolkerd’’.
It is possible he was the “John ffolkens’’ stated on
the Gedding Pedigree to have married Elizabeth
Geddings, whose husband appears to have been born
about 1450 or 1460 but there is no record. John
ffolkard’s will is dated 1533, and was proved in that
year. It is singular as granting a conditional bequest to
the next heir of his grandson, John ffolkard, “who
bears the name of ffolkard’’. It mentions no wife who
is therefore presumed to have predeceased him.

1563. Was buried Isabell Harvie, wife of William Harvie,
daughter of William ffroker of Horeham, the first day of
April, the year aforesaid.

Isabell and her children are referred to in her father’s
will of 1564 as “Isbell Harvy’’. Two other married
daughters, Margaret ffryer and Alice Page, are also
named in that will. The only son is John ffolkard,
though ffrancis ffolkard of Nedeham, Norfolk, was
almost certainly also a son of this testator, and must
have been “the next eldest brother’’ referred to in the
will of John ffolkard of 1533.
The will gives legacies to two stepdaughters, Agnes
Barker and Amy Chappell, who are also named in
their mother’s will. Allusion to land at Nedeham,
Norfolk helps towards establishing the fact of the
sonship to the testator of the ffrancis ffolkard above
mentioned.
14. John ffolkard, of Horham, William’s son named in
his will of 1564 is also referred to in the will of his
grandfather (1533) being named as the testator’s

Will
John ffolkarde of Horham, Suffolk, “the elder”, 30 April,
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20 May 1599. Petition of Humfrey Howlett, Thomas Woods,
and Mary his wife, late wife of Robert Dowsinge, for
themselves and on behalf of John Dowsinge, an infant four
years old. About twelve years past, one ffrancis ffolkard, of
Nedeham, in the Co. of Norfolk, and Alice his wife, or one of
them, purchased certain lands and tenements in Nedeham,
valued at £30 a year, of one Stephen Gurney and Grace his
wife, which said Grace and Alice were dars and coheirs of
one Robert Dowsinge, deceased, and the said lands and
tenements purchased of the said Stephen and Grace were the
part and purpart of the lands and tenements which
descended or came unto the said Grace after Robert
Dowsinge died. ffrancis ffolkard, not having the money
provided, borrowed of divers persons £300, and Robert
Dowsinge, the late husband of Mary, became bond for the
amount. Finding himself unable to pay, ffrancis ffolkard
assigned the lands over to Robert Shemynge for a small sum,
far under their value, which being done, ffrancis ffolkard
fled out of the country or kept himself secret, so that the
petitioners could not find him; and so by that evil device and
practise Robert Shemynge enjoyed the land. Robert
Dowsinge being brought into the danger for the bond given,
did also forsake the country, whereupon Humfrey Howlett,
uncle of Robert Dowsing, asked Robert Shemynge to release
Robert Dowsing from his liability, who consented to leave
the matter to assessors. It was thereupon agreed that the
liabilities of ffrancis ffolkard and Robert Dowsing should be
cancelled, Howlett giving bonds for the debts of ffrancis
ffolkard in this matter amounting to a great sum of money.
Robert Shemynge, in conversation, agreed to give over a
piece of land of six acres called Nattishill in Nedeham to
H. Howlett in trust for Robert Dowsinge then absent.
Agreement as to this was made Decr. Eliz 18. Assurance was
given of title to these six acres, and Robert Dowsing
returning, it was handed over to him by his uncle Howlett.
Three years before these proceedings, Robert Dowsing fell
sick, and by will gave the land to Mary, then his wife, and
now the wife of Thomas Woods, for life, and then to their
son John Dowsing. The fruits were enjoyed by the widow
and her second husband. But Robert Shemynge and one
John ffolkard of Brockdish (see ante), after a great part of the
debts of ffrancis ffolkard had been discharged by Robert
Dowsing, having in their custody the original deeds of the
land, had fraudulently conveyed them to Nicholas, the son
of Robert Shemynge, giving out that ffrancis ffolkard had
assigned the land to the said John ffolkard, and declared the
conveyance to Howlett to be void. Prays that Nicholas and
Robert Shemynge and John ffolkard may be compelled to
deliver up the deeds and transfer, which, if it existed, must
have been fraudulently made and obtained.

godson, and as the child of his son, William.
In 1540, as “John ffulkarde’’, he paid 20 shillings
Subsidy for land at Stradbrook, close to Horham. The
will of his grandfather mentions him as possessed of
land at Brockdish, Norfolk. The will of which the
heading has been destroyed, but proved at Brockdish
in 1617, was probably John’s. A Fine of 1571 sued by
John ffolkard against Thomas Cobbett, refers to a
house in Brockdish, the plaintiff having to pay £40
sterling. In 1579 a suit was entered in the Court of
Requests entitled “William Baldwin versus Anthony
Selfe and John ffolkarde’’. The latter appears to be
described as of Eye, and the suit related to the
marriage of William Baldwin to Margaret Wyppe, and
the legitimacy of their children. The pleadings are lost,
and the interrogatories and replies do not refer to John
ffolkard, but from the fact that Henry ffolkard of
Brome married a Dorothy Wyppe the line probably
settled there. Further mention of him will be found in
the case of ffrancis ffolkard of Nedeham.
Assuming the will of this John ffolkard is that
printed he probably died in 1617. By it we learn his
wife was Ann Woodward, and that he had “an only
grandchild’’, Hester ffolkarde.
15. ffrancis ffolkard, of Needham, Norfolk, was
almost certainly a son of William ffolkard, of Horham
and Eye (No 13). The reference in the will of John
ffolkard of Horham to his godson John ffolkard’s
“next eldest brother’’ evidences at least one other son,
though his father’s will does not name him. So either
he was dead before the date of the will (1564) or
difficulties which forced him to leave the country, led
to his being omitted from all mention by his father.
The reference in that will to “the debts which I and my
son John owe for land in Nedeham, Norfolk’’,
establishes the conclusion as to the parentage of
ffrancis. The evidence is strengthened by the fact that
the name of John ffolkard, Francis’ grandfather, occurs
with reference to a bond given on his behalf, and that
of Alice his wife, with respect of these same lands
purchased at Nedeham.
ffrancis ffolkard’s wife, we learn from the case
which follows was a daughter of Robert and Mary
Dowsinge. Mention of her is also found in a reference
to John Dowsing, who, according to the Inquis. Post
Mortem died 2 June 1579:
Grace, formerly wife of Stephen Gurney, and Alice, formerly
the wife of a certain ffrancis ffolkard, were then of
consanguinity and coheirs of the said John, that is to say,
daughter and coheirs of Robert Dowsing, Senior, deceased.

There is little doubt that Alice survived her
husband: the following bond almost certainly refers
to her, and the distressed condition in which she was
left:

Robert Shemynge and John ffolkard’s answer are
filed. In the first, the family name is spelt throughout
as ffolcard; in the second, always with the k.
Abstracted, John ffolkard’s answer may be read:

37th Eliz (1594). Bond from Richard Boteman of
Framlingham to indemnify the parish from Margaret, the
daur of Alice ffolkard, Wo., becoming chargeable to the
inhabitants of that parish.

ffrancis ffolkard being greatly decayed. Among the creditors
of the said ffrancis he, this defendant, John ffolkard, bearing
a good will towards him, the said ffrancis, for the namesake,
and being then willing to help him, lent him divers sums of
money at several times, being £100 or thereabouts. For this,
ffrancis executed a deed transferring the land, and John
ffolkard, `such was his affection and liking which he did
then bear towards the said ffrancis, having at that time a
wyff and meny children, and seeing that he was in great
pains to live, and hearing that one John ffolkard, of Horham,
Suff, Yeoman, a nigh kinsman of ffrancis, whose next heir
ffrancis was then reputed, was a man of good wealth, and
would leave unto ffrancis all or most part of property
reputed £30 a year, whereby he the defendant expected to be
repaid, etc etc.

Earliest reference found to ffrancis ffolkard is a Fine
of 1586, proving he had married Alice Dowsing before
that date:
Between ffrancis ffolkard and Alice his wife, and Stephen
Gurney and Grace his wife, of 2 messuages, 2 gardens,
2 orchards, 5 acres of land, 9 acres of ploughland, and
10 acres of pasture in Nedeham and Brockdish. ffrancis and
Alice ffolkard pay Stephen and Grace Gurney £80 sterling.

A petition of 1599 informs us that “twelve years
before that date’’, ie in 1587, ffrancis ffolkard
purchased certain lands in Nedeham. The troubles
arose out of the purchase and his consequent flight
from the country. We also learn from the reply of John
ffolkard that Francis had a large family:

From the terms of the answer by John ffolkard it is
most difficult to decide in what relationship, if any, he
stood to this ffrancis ffolkard. I think the John ffolkard,
of Horham, from whom the latter had expectations,
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must have been he who died in 1599 or 1600 (No. 10),
but the connection is at least doubtful. In the printed
volumes (ii.9) of the Proceedings in Chancery of Queen
Elizabeth’s reign, the reference to the foregoing case is
made:

from ffoulker to ffoulcer, of which repeated instances
are found. The unfortunate loss of the early registers of
Horham has prevented attempts to deal more
precisely with the family settlement there.
16. Robert ffolkered, of Rendham, is assumed to be a
son of ffolcard of Thorpe, near Horham (No 1).
William ffolcard, of Mellis and Eye (No 10 of that line),
held land at Rendham, and Robert, his assumed greatgrandson may have continued that possession. In a list
of the lands of the manor of Rendham, of 1324 several
entries read “Robert ffolkered owes two pence per
annum for faithful service’’, or “Robert ffolkered’’ (as a
free tenant) “owes two days (service) at Sareland.
The same list notes him as being owner of two pigs,
or probably having the right of pasture for them. A list
of dues received from the manor of Rendham on
account of the abbot of Sibton, of about the same date
(1324) notes: “Of Robert ffolcred by Henry Prat one
halfpenny’’. The same old deeds contain many entries
as to a John ffokelot holding lands of the Abbey
named at this date, probably Robert’s son or brother.
In an account book of Sibton Abbey, also noted by
Davy, there is a record of 1456: “And of 2s 4d of Ralph
Lundenays for a tenement late ffolkreds’’. This
indicates continuance of the family at Rendham
probably up to about 1450; but I have found no trace
of it in the Subsidy Rolls. The only other mention
discovered is 1327, when he paid a Subsidy as Robert
ffolkred, of 9 pence at Rendham.
17. Adam ffokeneld, of Redisham, has been, wholly
conjecturally, assigned a place on the Pedigree as
Robert’s son. His name has been met in a deed written
in old French, transferring tenancy and services on the
manor at Redisham of 1396 where Adam is mentioned
as a tenant. The misspelling of the name in this
instance is curious and important. It is a manifest
compound of ffaukun and ffolkered, and as such
useful as an indication of the interchangeable use of
those two forms.

Humphrey Howlett and others vs Robert Shemynge, John
Folkard, and Nicolas Shemynge, to be relieved against
bonds as respects a purchase made by Francis Folkard and
Alice his wife of certain lands in Nedeham, Norfolk.

If the assumption that the bond of Richard Boteman
refers to this man’s widow be justifiable, he must have
died previous to 1594, though the child referred to
may have been his and born posthumously.
Of any other children left by this ffrancis ffolkard we
have no record. It is, however, likely that the following
license refers to the marriage of one of his sons, Wilby
being close to Horham:
12 June 1618. License of marriage between Gregory ffolkard
and Johanna Grimsbie, of Wilbie, existing in widowhood. To
the church of — — — (illegible) (Ipsw. Pro. Sundry Books)

I am unable to find any residents at Horham at a
later date than 1728 when a Rachael ffolkard, of
Horham, died intestate. An indenture of 1699 shows
the family residence at Horham had been parted with
before that date:
29 December 1699. By Indte. of Mortgage between Robert
Adams, only son and heir of Thomas Adams, late of
Stradbrooke, of the one part, and Elisbth. Alderman, of
Peasenhall, widow, of the other part, the said Adams did
bargain, sell etc, All that mess. or tent. called ffolkard’s
situate in Horham, and all the houses, etc, and the home
close cont. 10 acres, etc etc.

A family of ffoulsier and ffoulgier, however, are
found at Horham and Stradbrooke towards the close
of the seventeenth century, their name very likely a
corruption of the original by the softening process
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living, his sons, Thomas, William, and Robert and his
five children. Mention is also made of his daughters
Anne and Elizabeth. Another daughter, Rose (married
Nicholas Drane of Tattington) is not named though
her husband is. Rose is mentioned as being married in
the Administration (1555) of her sister Elizabeth, who
died at Sibton unmarried and intestate. Rose’s children
were devisees under the will of her brother Thomas.
Daughter Anne married to Reginald Eade, is named in
a Fine sued against her nephew Ambrose ffolkard in
1600. The admon of Anne Eade’s effects is dated 1636,
she being described as a widow.
Thomas’s will (1543) was not proved till 1549, in
which year he probably died.

(includes branches at Dallinghoo, Wickham Market, Aldborough, Ipswich
and London)

1. William ffolkard, of Bedfield, held land at
Dallinghoo in 1463, paying four pence fine at the Leet
Court and in 1466 appears to have land at Stonham
though described as of Soham. Probably he also held
land there, and may have been the William ffauchare,
esson at a Leet Court at Walton in 1467.
His will (1470 below) makes no mention of his wife,
who had therefore probably predeceased him. From
date of proof of the will, he died in 1471; so assigning
him the customary length of life of other members of
his family, he may have been born between 1390 and
1400. His legacies to Bedfield church, liberal for those
days indicate a comfortable position.

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Bedffyle, Suff, 16 January 1543. To be
buried in churchyard of Bedfield. To High Altar there for
tithes negligently forgotten 7 shillings. ‘‘Alyce my wife to
have all and singular my tenements and land whatso ere
they be from ye daye of my deathe unto the ffeaste of Sent
Michaell the Archaungell next after my decease and so from
the said feaste one hoole yeare complete nexte and
ymmedyatelye folowynge’’. To Thomas his son all his lands
and tenements in Bedfyld and Soham or ‘‘els where’’ for
ever on wife’s decease. ‘‘Notwithstanding I wyll that my
said wyf shall have term of her lyf naturalle a yearly pencion
of 40 shillings and also her dwellinge in my newe house’’.
She also to have pasture for ‘‘2 milch keen with summer
meate and wynter meate and free keepyne of one swyne and
fyve hennes’’. To wife 4 of the best milch kyne and two
‘‘calffs’’, with all moveables and implements of household
stuff. His son Thomas to provide yearly for his mother’s use
5 loads of ‘‘able fyerwoode’’. To Robert his son £10, and to
John, William, James, Thomas, and Agnes, children of the
said Robert, to each of them 20 shillings at 16 years of age.
To William his son £10. To Anne his daughter £4, on
marriage 20 shillings, and the other £3 on the death of his
wife. To Elizeabeth his daughter £4 on similar terms. To
Margaret Candler one cow and a heifer of a year old. To
Anne his daughter a cow, and to Elizeabeth his daughter one
cow and calff. To Thomas Drane, his godson, 6s 8d at
20 years of age. To each of his godchildren 13 pence.
Nicholas Drane of Tattington named. Residue of goods to
wife Alyce. She sole extx. Witnessed by Robert and John
Dennye, Nicholas Drane, William Lawnson, Richard
Mayhewe, Robert Hervye and others. Proved 6 February
1549 at Bedfield.

Will
William ffolkard of Bedfield, Suff., 4 May 1470. To church of
Bedfield 6s and 20s. To Robert his son 50 marks(?). To
Margaret his daughter 50 marks. To ‘‘Hariot’’ his daughter
50 marks. To William ‘‘fforkard’’ his son, who exor, the rest
of his goods. Proved at Fressyngfield, 21 July 1471.

2. William ffolkard, of Bedfield, an exor and residuary
legatee to his father‘s will (1471) was probably the
eldest son. A Latin entry in a Court Roll of 1500 of the
manor of Woodehall in Stoke Ash probably refers to
him:
In the 16 year of Henry VII (1500), William ffolcard did fealty
for a free holding called Notekyns formerly held by Robert
Ruste.

His will (1513) names his wife Juliane as living; his
sons Nicholas and Robert, both settled at Monk
Soham, Thomas who succeeded at Bedfield, and
daughter Agnes (nothing further known). He
probably died in 1513.
Will
Wyllim ffolkard of Bedfield, Suff, 14 December 1513. To be
buried in churchyard of Bedfield. To the High Altar there for
tithes forgotten 3s 4d. To Thomas his son all his houses and
land, ‘‘free and bond’’ except Loders and Bernarde ‘‘which I
will Robert to have, and he to bere the charge of my
buryall’’. Son Thomas to pay £10 8s yearly to Juliane,
testator’s wife. ‘‘And after her decease I will Thomas shall
pay 40 marks for peynting of ye Trinitye and masses for her
soul’’. To Nicholas his son 8 marks, 13s 8d yearly until fully
paid. A priest to sing for his soul at Bedfield. To Agnes his
daughter 5 marks after death of wife; to the latter the house
he lived in, with ‘‘a kowe and a pigge and 2 loade of woode
caryed of the coste of my son Thomas’’. Wife to make her
will ‘‘of the half yer next folowing here deth’’(!) To
Worlyngworth Gylde 3s 4d. To each one of his belchildren
(grandchildren) 6s 8d after death of wife. All difficulties as to
will to be adjusted by Robert Denye of Bedfyld and John
Brooke of Monk Soham. Wife to have all moveables of
household. Exors. to dispose of goods not specifically left.
They are Nicholas and Robert his sons. The former to have
£10 8s for his labour. Witnessed by John Cooke, parson of
Monke Soham, Alice Denny and Elizeabeth Brown, with
others. Proved at ffressyngfield 6 Feby 1513. (Note: Apparent
error in date from use of old style)

4. William ffolkard, Thomas’s son lived at Brockford,
where his brother Robert also held property. Named
in his father’s (1543) and his brother Thomas‘s (1555)
wills. Probably the entry in the Framlingham Register
applies to the burial of William’s wife, of whom there
is no other record:
Ann ffolkard, wife of William, was buried ye —— of
November, 1579

In 1522 he was assessed for goods at Brockford
valued at £11 13s 4d paying on another Roll in 1523 on
goods there valued at £6 14s 4d only. It was probably
he in 1523 as ‘‘William ffolkerd’’, paid 12 pence
Subsidy on land valued at £10 5s in Elmsett probably
part of the old family possessions in and about
Buxhall. As William ffalkud, he paid ? pence subsidy
in 1542. He is named as a brother in his sister
Elizabeth’s administration (1555). In 1575-76 a William
ffolkard (probably him) witnessed the will of Thomas
Crispe of Badingham. No further information has been
found; but entries in the Framlingham Register may
refer to the marriage and burial of a son of his:

3. Thomas ffolkard, of Bedfield, William’s son is
named in the latter’s will of 1513. In 1539 as ‘‘Thomas
ffolkerd ye elder’’, he witnessed the will of his brother
Robert of Monk Soham and was probably ‘‘Thomas
ffolyart’’ who paid on a Subsidy Roll of 1543,
50 shillings for goods in Sprowston valued at £15. In
1543 he paid 10 shillings for goods at Bedfield valued
at £10 and in 1545 further paid 6 shillings for land
there. His will (1543) refers to his wife Alyce as then

William ffolcard and Catherine Danford, wedowe, were
married 6 February 1575.
William ffolkard buried 30 January 1632.
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1. WILLIAM = …
b c1400
d 1471

SETTLEMENT AT
BEDFIELD
SEPTEMBER 1994

ROBERT
See Earl Stonham

2. WILLIAM = Julyan
d 1513
SH

HARIOT
L 1471

NICOLAS = Alice…
See Monk Soham

AGNES
L 1513

3. THOMAS = Alyce …
d 1549
SH

5. THOMAS = Margaret
d 1555

Elizabeth = ?. ROBERT = Margaret Folkard
See Stowmarket

ANNE = Reginald Eade
d 1521

MARGARET
L 1471

ELIZABETH
d?1555

6. THOMAS = Anna Stannaway
b 1552
L 1627
d 1627

7. THOMAS = Marie
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EDMUND
See Parham

8. ANTHONY = Ann Lind
d 1663
d 1664

ROBERT = Jone…
See Monk Soham

4. WILLIAM = Ann
Brockford d 1579

LAWRENCE
L 1554-55

9. FRANCIS = Marie
d 1647
Ketterick

ANNE
L 1656 =
Christopher Clark

ROSE = Nicolas Drane
in Tattingdon

WILLIAM = Catherine Dunford
d1632
m 1575

MARGARET=
Lyonell Russell

14. LAWRENCE = Joan
d 1724

MARGERY =
William Mitchell
L 1526

GILIAN
L 1632

ANNE
d c1653

? THOMAS

10. ANNE =
Jonathan
Rewse

WILLIAM = Anna Gyforde
Bedfield Bedfield SW
Wid
m 1637
d 1650

11 MARY =
George
Sewell

12. THOMAS
L 1626

Martha = 13. WILLIAM = Anna
Humphrey
b 1631
. . . .?
m 1682
d 1703

FRANCIS = Mary Porter
Parham
qv

Mary = 16. GEORGE = Elizabeth

20. THOMAS = Mary
1700-82
d 1773

THOMAS
1726-27

21. THOMAS = . . .
Hayward

MARY = James
Culver

THOMAS
Parham
qv13

ALICE

ELIZABETH =
Will Pepper

ROSE
Bp 1702
Ipswich

GORG
B 1704
Ipswich

WILLIAM
1734-63

MARY =
James Pepper

Ann
= 17. WILLIAM = Ann
Brames
bp 1707 Minter
d 1803

18. GEORGE JAMES
L 1773
b d1765
19. GEORGE
L 1842

JAMES
b d1766

15. GEORGE = . . .
W Market
m1656

ANNE
Ipswich
L 1656

MARY
Ipswich
L 1656

LAWRENCE
Wickham Market

HANNAH
Ipswich
L 1656

ELIZABETH = John Bird
Ipswich
m 1682

5. Thomas ffolkard, of Bedfield, also a son of Thomas
(No 3) is named in the latter’s will (1543). His wife
Margaret, survived him and married his brother,
Robert ffolkard, of Debenham.
Thomas ffolkard is named in the Administration of
his sister Elizabeth in 1555. The plaintiff in a Fine of
1556 was probably Thomas:

Lawrence, who settled at Wickham Market and had
ten children, his daughter Anne, who married
Christopher Clarke, of Kelsale, and five of her
children, one of whom, Christopher, is named in the
will of his uncle, Anthony ffolkard; his daughter
Margery, wife of William Mitchell, and four of her
children, all under age in 1626, and also named in
Anthony ffolkard’s will; his daughter, Margaret, wife
of Lionel Russell, and five of her children, also named
in Anthony ffolkard’s will; his son ffrancis, and his
children, Thomas and Mary; and another son,
Anthony, with his daughter Anne.
His will was proved in 1627, when he probably died,
aged 75.

Between Thomas ffolcard, plff, and Margaret Bartewe,
widow, deft, respecting a messuage and 3 acres pasture in
Thrandeston.

It was agreed that Thomas should pay Margaret £40
sterling.
There is a difficulty respecting Thomas’ will dated
1555 (proved 1565). Administration of his goods, as
having died intestate, was granted in 1556, so either
the will was not found until ten years after his death,
or was deliberately and fraudulently suppressed until
then. The administration granted to the widow, who
was executrix to the will afterwards proved, suggests
that the clause in the will in opposition to the
remarriage of the wife may have induced its
extraordinary suppression by her.
It is with Thomas ffolkard that the Candler Pedigree
(c1650) commences, but without his Christian name.
His will names Thomas, his eldest son, afterwards of
Bedfield, then under age, his son Lawrence, his
brother Robert, and his sons William and Thomas.
Reference is also made to his sister Rose Drane’s
children. His brother Robert, of Debenham, who
subsequently married his widow, witnessed the will.

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Bedfield, Suff, 1626, aged 74. To Francis
his son 16 acres of land called Bennitts, a pasture called
Newhall Close, 5 acres of ‘‘molland’’ (moorland) in
Walgrave, 4 acres molland called . . . , and other parcels of
land. To 7 of the children of Edmund, testator’s son, ‘‘born at
the time of my decease’’, 40 shillings each. To 10 of the
children of Lawrence, testator’s son, ‘‘being born at the time
of my decease’’, 40 shillings each when 21. To 5 of the
children of Anne ‘‘my daughter, wife of Xtfer Clarke’’,
40 shillings each when 21. To 4 of the children of Margery
‘‘my daughter, wife of William Mitchell’’, 40 shillings each at
21. £10 to testator’s daughter Margaret. To 5 of the children
of the ‘‘saide Margaret, the wife of Lionel Russell’’,
40 shillings each. To Thomas and Mary, children of Francis,
testator’s son, 40 shillings each at 21. To Anne, daughter of
Anthony, testator’s son, 40 shillings at 21. Testator’s son
Francis to be bound to testator’s son Anthony for 200 marks
for the payment of all legacies. The said Francis ffolkard to
be exor. Signed by Thomas ffolkard, the testator, and proved
29 March 1627.

Will
Thomas ffolkarde of Bedfield, Suff husbandman. 21 August
1555. Tenement he dwells in in Bedfield to Margaret his
wife. She to bring up his children and to keep unmarried
until Thomas, his eldest son be 21. If she marry, however,
‘‘she to depart clerely from my said tenement and lands and
to have fower marks yerely in lieu of dowery’’. Exors then to
bring up his children. Lands etc to Thomas his son when 21.
Lawrence his son to have £40. If both sons die, ‘‘my lands to
William ffolkarde, the son of Robert ffolkarde my brother’’.
The said William then to pay William ‘‘my brother’’ £20 and
£15 to the other children of his father and £5 to the children
of Nicholas Drane. To Thomas, the son of Robert ffolkarde
‘‘my brother’’, a legacy. Exors are Margaret, testator’s wife,
Robert ffolkard of Debnam and Robert Grimbell of Bedfilde.
Proved 21 September 1565.

7. Thomas ffolkard, of Dallinghoo, a son of Thomas
(No 6) although not named in his will or included on
Candler’s Pedigree. Omissions from wills were
common. Land was held by the Bedfield family at
Dallinghoo as early as 1463, and the settlement of a
descendant there was more than probable. It is further
unlikely his father had no son named after him. John
ffolkard of Dallinghoo, bondsman for one of the
Russell family with which the Bedfield line
intermarried also lived there.
All we know of Thomas is from the Administration
of 1631 granted to his relict, Marie. The Gilian ffolkard
whose administration was granted in 1632 to her
kinsman (nephew), Thomas ffolkard, was probably a
sister of Thomas. Possibly both were children by first
marriage, which might account for omission from
their father’s will and Candler’s Pedigree. The Thomas
ffolkard granted the administration of Gilian ffolkard
was probably a son of Thomas and Marie.
8. Anthony ffolkard, of Bedfield, a son of Thomas and
named in his will (1626) as being then married.
According to Chandler’s Pedigree his wife was Anne
(nee Lind) of Netherden. She survived her husband,
her will being dated 1664, proved 1665. Between 1663
and 1665 she paid, as ‘‘Widow ffolkard’’, a tax on a
single hearth in Bedfield.
Their only child appears to have been a daughter
Anne, who, according to Chandler, died unmarried,
probably between 1650 and 1656. She is named, as
then being a minor, in the will of Thomas ffolkard, her
grandfather in 1626.

6. Thomas ffolkard, of Bedfield, was Thomas’ eldest
son. His age is given in his will of 1626, as 74, so he
must have been born in 1552. He was exor to the will
of his uncle and stepfather, Robert ffolkard, of
Debenham (1580). According to Candler’s Pedigree, he
married Anna (or Annie) Stannaway of Laxfield, who
is not named in her husband’s will, and must have
predeceased him.
In 1580 and again in 1591 Thomas paid Subsidies of
4 shillings for land in Bedfield valued at £3. In 1596 he
was further assessed and subsidised 12 shillings for
land at Bedfield valued at £3 and in 1609 again paid on
the same land besides a further sum of 4 shillings in
1610. He was mulcted in 1612 of 2s 8d for land at
Bedfield valued at 40 shillings. Presumably the
valuation in all cases of these Subsidies represents
annual rental.
His will (1626) names his sons Edmund, who
founded the Parham line and his seven children;

Signature to Will of
Anthony ffolkard, of
Bedfield, 1656.
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Probably this was the ‘‘Anthony Robert falkard’’
who, in 1628, paid a Subsidy of 8 shillings for goods in
Debenham valued at 41 shillings. In 1640 he paid
another Subsidy (with his brother Francis) of
18 shillings for land in Bedfield valued at 40 shillings.
His voluminous will (1656) is included below, and
indicates his position as substantial for those days.
Proved in 1663:

Signature to Will of ffrancis ffolkard, of Bedfield, 1642.
harness etc. To Charles Harrison of Wickham Market
20 shillings ‘which he oweth mee” and 20 shillings besides.
To Anthony, son of James ffolkard of Worlingworth, her
long table and other items. Legacies to Thomas Dyett of
Dennington and to …… Manshipp, wife of …… Manshipp
of Campsey Ash. All residue to John Wade of Ratlesden
aforesaid, who sole exor. Mark of testatrix. John Jeffery one
witness — the name of a second destroyed — Proved at
Wickham 15 April, 1665.

25 January 1663. Commission and pro barone of will of
Anthony ffolkard, late of Bedfield, defunct, directed to
Willm. Garnet, of Monk Soham, and — Patrick Lindsey, of
Soham Combust.

A further entry referring to this will, but quite
illegible, is made under 27 January 1663.
Will
Anthony ffolkard of Bedfield, Suff, Yeoman: 10 October
1656. To his wife Ann all his messuages, tenements, and
lands in Bedfield & Monk Soham for life. They to pass at her
death to William Seaman of Monk Soham, Yeoman, and to
his heirs, on condition that he pays £300 in the following
legacies. To Anne ffolkard, and to Mary, wife of John
Talmage, daughters of Edmund ffolkard his brother, £15 a
year, and to allow to Sarah their sister £15. To the children of
Lawrence his brother as follows: viz, to ‘‘James ffolkard £20
to ye children of George ffolkard, that is to say to George,
Anne, Mary and Hannah, £10 to be parted equally among
them to Lyonnell ffolkard £15, and to Mary and to Susan
ffolkard £15 apiece, but if any of the foreseid children of my
brother Lawrence, or any of the children of the sayd George,
shall die not leaving issue of their bodies lawfully begotten’’,
their share to be equally divided among the survivors. To
William Michell £15. To Margarett Michell, the wife of
Adam George, £15, ‘‘these being ye children of Margery
Michell my sister. To the children of Margaret Russell my
sister as followeth, that is to say to John, George, and Anne
Russell, and to Mary Russell, £15 apiece, and to Thomas
Russell £5’’. To John Raynold of Wickham Market, his
kinsman, £15. To Christopher Clarke, ‘‘my sister Clarke’s
son’’, £20. To John Wade of Ratlesden, ‘‘my wife’s kinsman’’,
£10. To Anne and Mary ffolkard, £10 between them. To the
children of James ffolkard, James, Anthony and Thomas,
£15, and to the children of ‘‘ffrancys ffolkard, my kinsman,
that is to say to Edmund, ffrancys and Thomas’’, £15 to be
equally divided. To his brother Edmund ffolkard £10, but if
he should die before it is due, it to go to Anne, the said
Edmund’s daughter. If William Seaman refuse to make the
above payments, the tenements and lands to go to John
Talmage, the husband of Mary ffolkard, upon the foregoing
conditions. All legacies to be paid at Bedfield Church. All
moveable goods and three of his best milch cows to wife. To
Anne, ‘‘the daughter of my brother Edmund’’, a feather bed
and other items. To Mary, the wife of John Talmage, a bed
etc. To Sarah, another daughter of his brother Edmund, a
flock bed etc. To Lyonell ffolkard a table. To James ffolkard a
brown cow, and to Christopher Clerk a heifer. All residue to
wife, who sole executrix, — Signed by testator, and
witnessed by William Gorlatt and Richard Glyn, Clerk,
Proved at Bedfield 27 January 1663.

9. ffrancis ffolkard, of Bedfield, exor to his father’s
will. Candler’s Pedigree claims he married Marie, a
daughter of William Ketterick, of Bedfield. She
survived him, her will dated 1647, proved in 1649.
As ffranciscus fforkard he paid 8 shillings subsidy
on land valued at 20 shillings in 1627, and as ‘‘ffrank
ffolkard’’ on a Subsidy Roll of about 1630 (date
undecipherable), and taxed 4 shillings for either goods
or land in Bedfield valued at 20 shillings. He paid, in
1640, with his brother Anthony, 18 shillings for land
valued at 40 shillings.
His will names William, Anne, and Mary, who were
also named in their mother’s will. He also had a son
Thomas, and a ffrancis ffolkard, buried at Bedfield in
1703, was probably another son. The will being proved
in 1647, Francis probably died in that year.
Will
ffrancis ffolkard of Bedfield, Suff, Yeoman: 20 October 1642.
To Marie his wife all his copyhold lands whatsoever until his
son William should be 21 ‘‘if she continue so long a widowe,
and soe for long life, allowing the said William competent
maintenance’’. All these lands to go to his son William when
21, or at his mother’s death or remarriage. ‘‘To Marie my
wife the bedstead in my parlor as it now standeth full
furnished, a joyned chest with linen in it, and alle my other
lynnen whatsoever, my litle table in the parlour, all my silver
spoones, All my brasse and pewtre except my biggest brasse
potte which I give untoe my sone William’’ with other
household items. To his son William sundry furniture, his
horse mill, ‘‘my long ladder, my cheese press etc, and all my
bookes except my great bible, And all my Armour’’. To
Marie and Anne his daughters all the rest of his goods,
monies, debts, chattels and household stuff whatsoever not
previously bequeathed, in equal shares. If either of them die
before 21 the survivor to possess her sister’s share. His said
two daughters to be executors of the will. Witnessed by
William bacon and John Mayhewe. Proved 14 February 1647
(last figure very illegible).
Will
Marie ffolkard of Bedfield, Suff, Widow: 18 February 1647 (a
nuncupative or oral, spoken not written will). To William, her
son, 5 shillings. All the rest of her monies, goods and
chattels, and household stuff whatever, to her two daughters
Marie and Anne equally. They to be executors. Declared in
the presence of John Casson, clerke, Henry fuller, and
Margarett Howell, widow. Proved 24 February 1649 by the
oaths of Marie and Ann folkard the exors.

Will
Ann ffolkard of Bedfield, Suffolk, Widow: 2 April, 1664. To
John Wade of Ratlesden, her kinsman, four dairy cows and
“my husband’s best cloak”. To Elizeabeth Wade his
daughter, “my great posted bedstead” etc. Also “my great
cheste and deske in the chambre”. To Mary, daughter of the
said John Wade, many similar items. To Ann ffolkard,
daughter of Edmund ffolkard, “all that money which is in
her father’s hands and due to me as executrix of my late
husband”. Also “all the wheat in the house” and dairy items,
“which I desire may bee for the benefit of herselfe and the
olde man her ffather”. Also to said Ann a cow and the fourth
part of her hay, clothes and furniture. To Elizeabeth and
Mary Wde aforesaid several items of plate and furniture. To
Thomas Russell of Kettleborough her cart, tumbrell, sledge,

10. Anne ffolkard, of Bedfield, a daughter of ffrancis,
is named in his will (1642) as under age, but
sufficiently old to be named executrix. She was also
executrix to her mother’s will. Candler states she
married Jonathan Rewse (Rouse), of Crowfield,
confirmed by the will of her brother William ffolkard.
Dr. Muskett in his Pedigree of ffolkard believes her
husband to be a son of Thomas Rewse, of Coddenham,
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Gent, ‘‘whose daughter Elizabeth married Thomas
Folkard, of Ashfield’’. In 1703 her son Simon Rewse
was a devisee under the will of her brother William
ffolkard, William’s children, Mary and Anne Rouse,
being also legatees under it.
11. Mary ffolkard, of Bedfield, was Anne’s sister and
co-executrix with her to the wills of her father and
mother, dated 1642 and 1647. Also named in her
grandfather’s will of 1626, she must have been an
infant, but evidently senior to her sister Anne, who is
unnamed in the will. Candler names her husband as
George Tovell, but the entry, doubtful and illegible is
omitted from the copy by the younger Candler in the
Bodleian Library. A Chancery Suit of 1705 refers to
George Sewell, and from the fact that one of the exors
to the will of her brother, William ffolkard was the Rev
William Sewell, Rector of Holmly, Dr Muskett
concludes he was son to the latter.
12. Thomas ffolkard, another son of Francis of
Bedfield, was left 40 shillings to be paid when he was
21, in the will of his grandfather, Thomas (1626). So he
must have been living then. But we know no more
about him, and as he is not mentioned in his father’s
will he must have been dead by 1647, the year the will
was proved.
13. William (Francis) ffolkard, of Bedfield. In the
original monograph of 1890 Arthur Crouch Folkard
gave these names two different entries, but mentioned
they might well be one and the same person. In the
additions and addenda section at the end of his book,
he stated quite clearly further researches led him to the
conclusion they were the same. Nothing contradicting
this judgement has come to light, so we can agree with
his final verdict
Davy’s extracts from the missing Bedfield Register
include:
ffrancis ffolkard, 1630 probably indicating his
baptism. His tomb tells us he was born in 1630, a form
of confirmation. He is mentioned in his father
Francis’s will (1642) as being under age, under the
name of William, so he was evidently called that at an
early age after baptism. It seems possible, Arthur
Crouch said, that despite the use only of ffrancis in the
presumed registration of baptism, he was either given,
or assumed William in addition, as being of ancient
use with the Bedfield Folkards, and that his second (?)
wife, preferring the name of ffrancis, directed it be cut
on the monument under which both were interred.
This seems a reasonable explanation; at least, nothing
better has appeared.
William is also named in his mother’s will (1647),
and as William ffolkard he paid 10 shillings subsidy in
1672, a ‘‘free and voluntary present’’. As William
fforcard and fokard, he paid tax on five hearths in
Bedfield, and on two in Coddenham in 1674.
Bedfield Register recorded an entry:
William ffolkard and Anne, married 1640

which is probably our William, although he was then
only nineteen years old. His first wife’s surname
remains unknown. His early life was probably spent at
Coddenham. A Hearth Tax paper of Charles II’s reign
records William ffokard ‘‘for two hearths’’. And he
was probably defendant in a suit of 1664 in which
Robert Stebbing the elder, and Robert Stebbing,
Apothecary, of Ipswich, obtained judgement against
William ffolkard for £100 owing to them. The sealed
bond had been first put in suit at Framlingham and
Richard Porter appeared as ffolkard’s attorney when
the case was tried at Westminster.
No record at Anne’s death has been found, but if the
following entry refers to our William, it must have
been before about 1681:
19 September 1682. License between William (Quaere)

ffolkard, of Bedfield, single, and Martha Humphrey, of
Soham Combust, single. Marriage to be celebrated in church
of Ashfield Thorp, or Bedfield, or Monk Soham. Held by
William ffolkard, yeoman, in £200.

Martha was of good family, her long descent from
the Dukes of Gloucester (‘‘Good Duke Humphrey’’)
being traced in a Pedigree among those prepared by
Davy which ends with two marriages recorded on her
tomb with her second husband and our William. The
tomb is in Bedfield churchyard and in fine condition,
Arthur Crouch reported in 1890. A farm was held by
Mr Humphrey, the greatest landowner about Bedfield,
on condition its possessor maintains the tomb. It
consists of a very large and fine slab of black marble or
granite on which the Humphrey arms; i.e. a lion
rampant, over his head a ducal coronet; are impaled
between those of Folkard and those of the second
husband, the last being three roundels on each a
squirrel sejant cracking a nut. The inscription is deeply
and clearly cut on the slab:
To the Memory of
Mrs Martha Croshold, Relict of
the Revd Mr John Croshold,
late Rector of Grasham,
in the County of Norfolk,
and daughter of
Charles Humphrey,
of Earl Soham, in the
County of Suffolk, Gent.
She died July ye 2nd, 1740, aet 79
By her desire she was interred here
by her first husband
Francis Folkard, Gent.
who died October ye 22nd 1703, aet 72

In 1686, four years after the date of the above quoted
marriage licence, the names both of William and
Martha appear:
Between Ambrose Chapman, Clerk, and William Baker,
plffs, and William ffolkard and Martha his wife, Jeremiah
Rust, Edward Rust, and others, defts, of a messuage,
1 garden, 1 orchard, 12 acres of land, 13 acres pasture, with
appurtenances, in Buxhall, Ratlesden, and Drinkeston.
Defendants receive £60 sterling.

Probably William owned land of the old manorial
possessions of the family, in Buxhall. In 1662 a Fine
was sued:
Between William ffolkard, plff, and Robert Moore and Anne
his wife, defts, respecting a messuage, a garden, and
orchard, and 12 acres of land, with appurtenances, in
Buxhall. William ffolkard pays defendants £41 sterling.

In 1676 William ffolker appears in a list of the
custodians of ‘‘foote armes’’ stated to have ‘‘charge of
a muskett in Buxhall’’. Some of the land in Buxhall
remained in the ownership of the family till the 1790s,
the name Folkard as owning land there appearing in a
list of landowners of 1792 or 1798, given by Davy in
his Papers relating to Suffolk.
William’s will (10 September 1703) is lost, but an
extract from it is given in the pleadings in a Chancery
suit. He is described as a yeoman of Bedfield, ‘‘being
at the time of his death possessed of property (lands,
houses, etc) in Bedfield and elsewhere in Suffolk’’.
His wife is not mentioned, which of course was not
necessarily unusual for the time, and she was
obviously wealthy in her own right. The pleadings
inform us he died on 22 October 1703, the exact date
given on the Bedfield inscription of Francis. Judging
from the disposition of his property, he left no issue.

dated 7 April 1784 and in 1786 his name appears
among the list of subscribers to Middleton’s Biographia
Evangelica as Mr William Folkard. His will is dated
1780, the date of its proof (1789) is consistent with that
of his death recorded in the following monumental
inscription from the churchyard of St Lawrence,
Ipswich. This includes the memorial both of his son
William and of his first wife above referred to:

There is no trace of his marriage, which must have
taken place before 1780.
19. George Folkard son of George, of whom we do not
know anything with certainty beyond the mention of
him in his grandfather’s will. But it seems probable he
succeeded to his father’s business as a Naval or
Shipping Agent, and that he was the George Folkard
referred to in an abstract of the pleadings in a
Chancery Suit in 1842:

In Memory of
William Fokard Junr
who departed this Life
the 21st of May, 1763
aged 29 years.
Also
Ann the wife of
William Fokard Senr
who departed this Life
August —1776
— years
————
—— Fokard Senr
—— Life —— 1789
Aged — years

Christopher vs Folkard. George Christopher, of Chiswick
Mall, Esquire, and others, and the Attorney General, about
the will of Robert Cleghorne, of Stepney Causeway,
Merchant and Planter. Property in the island of St
Christopher (St Kitts, West Indies) referred to. Isabella
Evans, one of the defendants in a previous suit, died leaving
her husband, Thomas Evans, surviving. She had no issue,
and she left Elizabeth Kynson, her surviving sister, Robert
Ashington (a great nephew) and Alexander Lean, her
coheirs at law. Her husband, Thomas Evans, died, and left
George Folkard, of Lyons Inn, Navy Agent, and Gilbert
Wells, Gent, of Fenchurch Street, exors. Prays therefore to
have the proceedings that were instituted, and that lapsed
by the death of Mr and Mrs Evans, revived against the exors,
the said George Folkard and Gilbert Wells.

The Church Burial Register (1766) has: Anne, wife of
William Folkard, August the twenty-seventh; and
(1789): ‘‘William Folkard from S Margarets, Feb 10’’.
Having been baptized in 1707, William was
probably over 82 years of age at death. Curiously
although his will, the Parish Registers and other
documents gives his surname as Folkard, his tomb
bears that of Fokard. The following two entries in the
Register of St Matthew’s, Ipswich, possibly refer to
children born of his first wife:

Residence at Bedfield was resumed by Thomas, a
member of the Parham Line, which had issued from
the parent stem three generations before. However,
when Thomas eventually moved from Bedfield to
Aldeburgh, he was by no means the earliest known
Folkard there.
The following list of wills show a much earlier
settlement than the eighteenth-century one,
underlining the fact there was a long, continuing
Folkard connection with Aldeburgh before then.
Alex ffaulke: Will proved between 1518 and 1524
John ffaulke: Will proved between 1538 and 1540
William ffooks: Will proved between 1550 and 1554
Alexander ffawlke, whose will reads:

(Burials) 1765. James ffolkard, an infant, April 22
(Burials) 1766. James ffolkard, an infant, January 29.
Will
William ffolkard of Ipswich, Suff, Joiner and Cabinet Maker:
7 October 1780. ‘‘To my son George ffokard, the house in my
own occupation in the parish of St Matthews’’. To testator’s
wife Ann, three houses in the parish of St Nicholas, Ipswich,
for her life, and afterwards to aforesaid son ‘‘George
ffokard’’, and then to latter’s son George and his heirs. In
case of failure of heirs, one house to Benjamin the son of
Benjamin Brame of Ipswich, House Carpenter and another
to George the son of George Brame of Ipswich, Maltster.
Wife to choose goods to the value of £20. To John fflindell of
Ipswich, Gent, £50 to satisfy his loss through failure of ‘‘my
son George ffokard’’, he giving a general release. Other
legacies. Household linen between wife and son George. The
last-named residuary legatee, and he with Benjamin Brame,
senr and Benjamin Page, a tailor of Ipswich, exors. Signed by
testator, and witnessed by Eliza Mary Long, John Mills and
Bw (?Bartholomew) Long. Proved at Ipswich 10 February
1789.

22 November 1557. To be buried in churchyard at
Aldeburgh. To the poor there £3. To the poorhouse at
Holiers £14. Many legacies to variously named persons.
Johan his wife named. To Alexander Smith, ‘‘my daughter’s
childe’’, tenements etc in Friston. To his daughter Emma
legacies of ‘‘nettes’’ etc and a ‘‘shippe called The Thomas’’.
‘‘Towards building the kye (?quay) £6 13s 4d. To John Fox
and Emma his wife, and to Elizeabeth Foxe, ‘‘my daughter’s
childe’’, certain legacies. ‘‘To Thomas Baker, the lame
creature I have kept’’ a bequest. Proved at Norwich, 4 March
1557 (old style)

William ffalken paid tax for three hearths in 1674.
20. Thomas ffolkard, who lived both at Bedfield and
Aldborough (Aldeburgh), was son to Francis and
Mary Porter. He was baptized at Parham, as ‘‘Thomas
ffolkard, the sonne of ffrancis and Mary’’, on 25 June
1700.
In a guardianship deed executed by his father
9 August 1718 (See No 5 Parham Line), he is described
as ‘‘aged 18 and upwards’’. Named in his father’s will
(1722) as legatee of a house and lands at Bedfield, and
in 1726 he is described in the Parham Register as
husband of Mary, and father to Thomas baptized
28 February 1726 who was buried as an infant at
Parham 13 July 1727.
I have found no record of marriage to Mary, who is
named with him in deeds of sale of land at Bedfield
(1745 and 1761). She was buried there in 1773, the
entry in the Bedfield Register being:

18. George ffolkard his son is named in his will from
which we learn he was a son of his father’s first
marriage. By 1785 George was a married man with at
least one child, and had already failed in business. In
the 1772 list of bankrupts in Gentleman’s Magazine of
1773 he is described as ‘‘G Fokard, of Ipswich, Suffolk,
Mariner’’. He was probably master and owner of some
coasting vessel and extracts from London directories
of 1778 and 1788 indicate that after failing in Ipswich
he commenced business in London. The first reads:
‘‘George Fokard, Merchant and Slop Seller, 354,
Hermitage Stairs, Wapping’’. The Directory of 1779
does not contain his name, so he was probably
unsuccessful in his second venture. In 1788 his name
again appears in the London Directory as G. Fokard,
Ship’s Agent, 1 St Catherine’s, Wapping’’, and the
entry is repeated in directories for 1789, 1791 and 1792.
It finally disappears in 1793.

Mary, wife of Thomas ffolkard, buried November 16, 1773

In 1734 Thomas seems to have lived at Aldeburgh,
and holding land of the Earl of Stradbrooke either in
Snape or Friston, for a letter of account to the Earl at
Friston Hall of 21 May 1734 states:
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leave a remainder of an estate at Parham to me if his
daughters had no children, then I bequeath that estate to my
grandson Thomas ffolkard and his heirs on condition that he
pay to his father Thomas ffolkard, £4 yearly for life, and unto
my daughter Mary Calver, and unto my granddaughter
Mary, his sister, four pounds apiece yearly for life.’’ Mr John
Russel of Woodbridge, Attorney-at-Law, and Mr Joseph
Clarke of Baudsey, Exors and Trustees. Signed by testator,
and witnessed by James Farrer, John Bolton, and Edmund
Applewhite. Proved at Woodbridge 20 September 1783 by
John Russel.

At Mr ffolkards, a Bill for Thatching — 0: 19: 4 (£0 19s 4d)

Extracts from letters from Mr Benet, then vicar of
Aldeburgh, to the Earl, of 4 June 1734 propose among
other matters that the latter should compound the
vicarial titles of the Red House farm, so Thomas
appears to have held a confidential relation towards
the Earl.
If we agree together, I will be content to receive ye tithes of
those marshes which are let off, and will discount for ye
same either with Mr Folkard, J Aldridge, or with anyone else
your Lordship shall please to appoint. . . .

Mary ffolkard, Thomas’ daughter we know nothing
of beyond references to her in her father’s will of 1780,
as being then the wife of James Calver.
21. Thomas ffolkard son to the last-named Thomas
(No 12) is mentioned in his will (1780). There is no
information of date or place of birth in the Registers of
either Parham or Bedfield, so he may have been born
at Aldeburgh. In 1761 he was old enough to be a party
to the Fine last quoted. No particulars of his marriage
have been found, but this must have taken place
before 1767, as his son Thomas was born in that year.
Probably he married a daughter of Robert Haward,
the plaintiff to the Fine referred to, in or about 1761, as
such proceedings were commonly taken with
reference to marriage arrangements.
Judging by his father’s will, Thomas seems to have
been a bad lot. He probably had no fixed residence, for
though his daughters lived, married, and died in
Bedfield, its Register contains no notice of their having
been born there, or of their father’s death or interment.
His son Thomas settled at Parham (See No 13 of that
Line). His daughter Mary is referred to in entries in the
Bedfield Register:

Mr Folkard calls on me very often, and we consult as
closely as we can, how to take ye best care of your Ldship’s
affairs here. . . .
Mr Folkard has sent for Bartram to give in his proposals all
together. Mr Folkard will bring him here to my house, but if
he does not come in 2 or 3 days, I propos’d to Mr Folkard
that he and I shou’d ride over to Bartram, and so call upon
him, not as designedly, but as tho’ we had other business to
transact in that neighbourhood.

In 1745 a Fine was sued:
Between Catharine Alderman, plaintiff, and Thomas
ffolkard and Mary his wife, and Crow Haws and Elizabeth
his wife, defendants, of 1 messuage, 1 garden, 1 orchard,
10 acres land, 10 acres meadow, and 5 acres pasture, with
appurtenances, in Bedfield, Earl Soham, and Shottisham.
Plaintiff pays £60.

In 1753 Thomas was referred to in his step-brother’s
will. The Rev Francis Folkard, of Clopton, devised to
him lands contingent on his daughter Deborah dying
without issue, the lands being referred to in his own
will. In 1756, as ‘‘Thomas ffolkard, of Aldburgh’’, he
was named exor and supervisor to his brother-inlaw’s, John Punchard, will and he proved that will on
25 November 1756. In 1761 he was sued on a Fine:

Will Pepper, son of James and Mary Pepper, Spinster
Folkard (Quare, baptized), February 27th, 1785.
Lionel, son of James and Mary Pepper, Spinster Folkard,
Born April 20th, 1787.

Between Robert Haward, plff and Thomas ffolkard and
Mary his wife, and Thomas ffolkard the younger, defts, of
1 messuage, 2 curtilages, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 15 acres land,
15 acres meadow, and 10 acres pasture, with appurtenances
in Bedfield. Plaintiff pays £60 sterling.

Mary Pepper, widow, aged 54, Buried November 13th,
1807.

A second daughter, Elizabeth, is also thus named:
Thomas, son of Will and Elizabeth Pepper, Spinster Folkard,
Born June 2nd, 1787.

His name, as of Bedfield, is included in the County
Freeholder’s List of 1770. His will dated April 1780,
names his son Thomas, his daughter Mary Calver, and
his ‘‘granson’’ Thomas, as legatees under it. Although
this will was not proved till 20 September 1783, he
died the year previous probably at Parham, as an
entry in the Register there states:

Elizabeth, daughter of Will and Eliz Pepper, Spinster
Folkard (Quaere, baptized).

This last entry must have been in 1790 for:
Elizabeth Pepper buried 11th September, 1815, aged 25.

The mother’s death is thus recorded:

Thomas ffolkard, widower, buried 3rd October, 1782

Elizabeth Pepper, widow, Burd. Bedfield, January 2nd, 1832,
aged 69.

He must therefore have been 82 years old at death.
There is no longer a Red House Farm at Aldeburgh,
but Benjamin Britten, the great composer lived at ‘‘The
Red House’’ there on land which could well have once
been in Thomas’ hands.

Probably these two daughters married two brothers.
A third daughter, Alice Folkard, of whom we know
nothing was living in 1783, according to an entry in
the same Register.
There seem to have been no Folkards resident at
Bedfield after 1783.

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Bedfield, Suff. April 1780. To be buried
at Parham. To Thomas his son, some of his wearing apparel,
silver buckle, and wigs, and £5 4s a year for life ‘‘at
8 shillings per month to be paid into his own hand and
nobody else’’. If this legacy be sold or transferred, it is to
stand null and void. To testator’s daughter Mary, wife of
James Calver, £5 4s a year. ‘‘To my granson Thomas ffolkard
my watch, silver spurs, and wearing apparel not before
mentioned. All my grandchildren that I now have to be paid
to them £5 each after decease of my son Thomas.’’ Residue
of all kinds to be sold, and exors ‘‘to buy a small place and
settle it on my grandson Thomas ffolkard for ever. And as
Mr ffrancis ffolkard of Clopton, my brother, did in his will

Postscript: In the lost Bedfield register there was a
single entry, ‘‘ Old William ffolkard buried 1650’’
under burials. And an earlier marriage notice reads:
January 12th, 1637. Marriage license between William
ffolkard, of Bedfield, widower, and Anna Gyforde,
singlewoman, of Bedfield. To church at Bedfield 5s. Signed
Thomas Gyforde.

There seems little doubt it was the unrecognised
William, who died ‘‘old’’ in 1650, to whom this license
referred but nothing further is known.
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THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

SETTLEMENT AT
EARL STONHAM
SEPTEMBER 1994

WILLIAM = …
d 1471
Bedfield

1. ROBERT
= Margaret
d 1521
Earl Stonham

3. ROSE

2. ROBERT = Elizabeth . . . ?
d 1555
L 1555…
L 1513

ROBERT
L 1555

NICHOLAS
L 1555

WILLIAM
L 1555

RICHARD
L 1555

Settlement at Earl Stonham

JOHN
L 1555

Elizabeth as his executrix. We know nothing more of
Elizabeth.
A Subsidy Roll of 1543 contains notes of payment by
“Robert ffolyart’’ and “Robert ffolyart, Junior,’’ — the
first 25 shillings for goods in Stonham Aspal valued at
20 pounds, the second 20 shillings for land there
valued at ten pounds. He was also assessed for a
subsidy of 12 pence for goods in the parish of St Peter,
Thetford, as “Robert ffolkar’’, and paid it the same
year as “Robert ffolkard’’, the goods being valued at
£6. On a further roll of the same year “Robert ffolkard,
of the parish of St. Peter’s, Thetford’’, pays 20 pence
for goods valued at £5. In 1545 he paid 4 shillings for
goods valued at £6. This is the only reference to a
presumed son Robert. His name not being mentioned
in the Thetford will, it is probable he had died before
the date of it. This will is dated 1555, and proved the
same year. The children named in it are Nicholas,
William, Richard and John of whom we know nothing
further.

(includes branch at Thetford)

1. Robert ffolkard, of Earl Stonham, a son of William
of Bedfield (No 1 of that line), is named in his father’s
will (1470). As William held the land at Stonham, it
was probably upon it that the son settled. In 1467 he
paid, both as Robin and Robert ffolkard, £1 5s 0d and
10s 3d for the lands held in Soham Combust. In 1502
John Purpet sued a Fine against him, as “Robert ffurch
and Margaret his wife’’, with respect to lands at
Ashfield Thorp and Monk Soham. His will is dated
1520, and proved July 1521, in which year he probably
died, being then certainly between 70 and 80 years old.
Will
Robert ffolcard (ffolkard) of Earl Stonham, Suff., 13 March
1520. To be buried in the churchyard of Earl Stonham. A
mass to be sung for him, and a priest to go on a pilgrimage
to Our Lady of Mendlesham soon after his decease. To his
son Robert ffolcard, all goods moveable and immoveable, to
pay testator’s debts. Proved at Bramford 8 July 1521.
(Endorsed “Robert ffolkard, Stonham Cornbust’’).

Will
Robert ffolker (ffolkard) of Thetford, Norfolk, 6 August 1555.
To be buried in St. Peters’, Thetford. To High Altar there
12 pence. To “Nicholas ffolker my sone fether bed
complight’’ at marriage. Similar bequests to his sons William
and Richard. Residue to executors, who are Elizabeth his
wife and John his son. Proved at Thetford by the executors
12 December 1555.

2. Robert ffolkard, of Earl Stonham, Robert’s son was
sole legatee under his will of 1520. He evidently
possessed lands at Earl Stonham and Stonham Aspal,
but there is little doubt his later years were spent at
Thetford, no record of him having been found in
papers relating to Earl Stonham.
The will of Robert ffolker, of Thetford is probably
his. Its mention of a son Nicolas, named probably after
his father’s cousin, strengthens grounds for this
conclusion, and informs us that he left his wife

3. Rose ffolkard of Stonham. Rose’s will is the only
mention of her found. Its proof dates between 1518-24.
No copy of it is available and it can only be assumed
she was a relative, perhaps a sister, of Robert ffolkard
of Earl Stonham (No 1). The name of Rose appears in
the next generation.
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THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

SETTLEMENT AT
MONK SOHAM
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WILLIAM
=…
Bedfield (2)
d 1513

1. ROBERT = Johan
d 1539

AGNES
ALICE
MARGARET
MARGERYE

JOHAN
ANN
ELIZABETH
All L 1539

2. NICOLAS = . . . ?
d 1550?

EDMUND
d 1608
JULIANE

3. EDMOND
RICHARD
L 1523

4. JOHN
L1548

5. ROBERT = Alice Simpson
L1581

5 marks at marriage, and a similar legacy to the other
daughters, born in order given above. To wife all household
stuff “as Brasse, pewter, lyning, mullyn and beddyng for
life”. At her decease, equally among his children. “To
Margery my daughter my bed that I lye in” after wife’s
death. To his wife 12 milch kyne. To daughter Anne 2 kyne,
daughter Margery 2 kyne, daughter Elizeabeth 2 kyne,
daughter Johan 3 heifers. Residue to executors, who are
Robert ffolkard of Debenham and Robert Romsey of
Bedfield. Witnessed by Thomas ffolkerd the elder, Myles
Kerryche of Bedfield, Richard Mayhewe, and John Mayhewe
the younger. Proved at Horham before William Talmach,
1 September 1539.

Settlement at Monk Soham
1. Robert ffolkard, of Monk Soham, a son of William
of Bedfield (No 2 of that line), is named in his father’s
will of 1513, by which he inherited lands called
“Loders and Bernarde”, both probably in Monk
Soham, and possessed by his grandfather William (No
1 Bedfield Line). William was certainly the first
possessor of the family lands at Monk Soham, as the
Court Rolls from 1379 to 1427 include no reference to
the name of Folkard.
Reference is made in Robert ffolkard’s will to a wife
Jone, who evidently survived her husband. Nothing is
known of her family. We find her, as “Jone ffolkard.
widow”, paying a Subsidy of £3s61⁄2d for goods in
Monk Soham in 1545, while as “Jone folihard,
widow”, she paid a second Subsidy of 2 shillings for
land there the same year. Probably she is the “Johanna
ffolkard, widow”, who paid in 1562, a Subsidy of 5s 4d
for land valued at 40 shillings at Bedfield, from which
it may be concluded she spent the later days of her life
among her husband’s relatives.
In 1523 Robert paid 4 shillings Subsidy on goods
valued at £8 in Monk Soham, and one of 13s 4d for
land there about the same date. His will of 1539
mentions seven daughters as then living, of which
nothing further is known but no sons. Robert ffolkard
of Debenham, who was executor to their father’s will,
was his nephew.

2. Nicolas ffolkard, of Monk Soham, was brother to
Robert, and also with him a son of William of Bedfield
(No 2 of that line), and a legatee under his will of 1513.
No mention occurs anywhere of his wife, who
evidently predeceased him.
In 1522 “Nicolas ffolkere”, paid a Subsidy of
20 pence for goods at Debenham. Mention is found of
him in an account of the manor of Monk Soham which
appears to have been prepared in 1596 by Lionel
Tollemache, Lord of that Manor, to obtain Counsel’s
opinion in a dispute relative to its customs and rights,
and to decide what land was “molland” (i.e.,
moorland) and what “werkland” (i.e., cultivable land):
In 1515, John Style surrendered a pightel called Hayman’s
Pightel, containing 9 acres and 1 rood, to Nicholas ffolkard,
2s 6d fine being paid.

Will
Robert ffolkerd (ffolkard) of Monk Soham, Suffolk,
“husbondman”. 18 August 1539. To be buried in churchyard
at Monk Soham. To the High Altar there for tythes
negligently forgotten 2 shillings and 6s 8d “to be bestowed
and layde in the waye leading from the house of the same
Robert which he hath in ferme of Wyllyam Revett called
Roggys unto Bedfield Crosse to be doon immediately after
my decease”. Similar legacy for the way between Ramneys
Lane at Bedfield “Lyttyll grene to be doon Lykwyse
immediately after my decease”. To Johan his wife tenement
and land called Ledders and Barnarde, with all his other
land in Bedfield for her life, provided she “Kepe herself sole
and unmarryd”. If she married, to leave the land and have
£20. At her death, or before if married, executors to sell the
property, and the money to be parted equally between his
seven daughters Agnes, Alice, Margarett, Johan, Ann,
Elizeabeth, and Margerye. If any die before marriage, her
share equally to other sisters. If all so die, the land not to be
sold but to go to next of kin. To Alice, his eldest daughter,

Another entry records in 1549 Nicholas ffolkard
surrendered to his son, Edmund ffolkard, some land
called Symons in Soham, with the pightel called
Hayman’s:
In 1550 Nicolas ffolkred surrendered to Edmund ffolkred,
his son, 9 pightles, with a house built against a road, and
1 rood of land, paying a fine of 2s 8d.

Nicholas apparently lived, or possessed a farm in
1522, at Saxsted, for he paid in that year, as “Nicolas
ffolkerd”, a Subsidy of 3s 7d for goods valued at £10,
while the year following he paid a further 4s 6d for
goods valued at £9. He must, after that date, have
gone to live on his land at Monk Soham. Possibly he
had a son Richard living at Saxsted in 1523, who has
found no place in his will, being probably then dead,
for in that year a “Richard ffolkerd” paid a Subsidy
there place on moveable goods valued at £9.
Nicholas ffolkard’s will is dated early in 1550, but
there is no record of it having been proved. It
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mentions his daughter Juliane, of whom we have no
further notice, and his sons, John, Robert and Edmond.

Folkward is revived centuries after its comparative
disuse. No will of Edmund or record of his marriage
has been found. An entry in the Register of
Framlingham probably refers to his burial:

Will
Nicholas ffolcarde of Monke Soham, Suffolk, 21 January
1550. To the poor of Monk Soham 12 pence. To Juliane his
daughter £13 “which Robert my son should pay as it do
appear in some certain obligations’.’ To John his son “ my
fether bedde with the boulstir”. To my son Robert and
daughter Juliane all household stuff, to be equally divided.
To Edmonde his son his tenement in Monk Soham called
Wyllferowyes for ever. To Robert his son his saddle. To his
4 children all his cattle equally. Residue to John his son and
Juliane his daughter, who are executors. Witnessed by
William Harrison, George Jeferye, Walter Gamage and John
Bocher.

Edmund ffolkoad was buried the 8th January, 1608.

4. John ffolkard, of Monk Soham, Edmond’s brother
was named in his father Nicholas’ will (1550). In 1545,
as “John ffolcard”, he was assessed for a Subsidy of
15 shillings for goods in Monk Soham, which he paid
on a Roll the same year as “John ffolchard”. In 1548 he
paid a like amount as “John ffolkarde”. No record has
been found of his marriage or of any issue to him.
5. Robert ffolkard, of Monk Soham, third son of
Nicolas (No 2) and named in the latter’s will (1550).
He is probably the man referred to in the marriage
entry of Carlton Register:

3. Edmond ffolkard of Monk Soham, a son of
Nicholas named in his will of 1550. His only other
mention is in the account of the manor of Soham, two
of the entries which include his name having been
quoted above. A third entry records that in 1551, the
year probably after his father’s death, “Edmundus
ffolwerde” surrendered to Robert Nicholls “8 pictles,
with the messuage he built contained in one acre and
one rood”. A Fine of 6s 8d was paid on this surrender.
In the three recapitulations of this entry he is named
both as above and as “Edus ffolkard”. This is one of
several instances in which the ancient spelling of

1584. 6 November. Robert ffowkard and Alice Simpson.

“Alice ffolkard, widow” paid a Subsidy in 1610 for
land at Earl Soham. The Court Rolls of Monk Soham
contains entries to the effect that on 13 April 1571,
“Robert ffolkerde” was a jurat; on 17 November 1572,
“Robert ffolkard (and ffolkerd) paid a Fine: and on 16
May 1574, “R. Folkard” was a jurat and paid a further
Fine of 8s 8d on Woodcroft Hall. On 4 July 1581,
“Robert ffolkerd” paid a Fine of 6 pence. With Robert
the line at Monk Soham appears to end.
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THOMAS = Alyce …
Bedfield (3)
d 1549

Elizabeth Keene = 1. ROBERT = Margaret Folkard
d 1607?
d 1581
d c1555

EDMOND
Ashfield

ROBERT
L 1572

WILLIAM
Earl Soham

THOMAS
Framlingham
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JO FFULKUNDE = Margaret
d 1618
Sucklonge
m 1560
d 1626

CHARRLES
1561-

SARAH = Rob Pyatt
1723m 1745

2. PETER FFLOCKERDE
L 1542

NATHANIEL = Barbara
1703Godbold
m 1725

JONATHAN
1801

AGNES
L 1549

JOHN = Mary
1704-31

Daughter
1707

JOHN = . . . ?
1726-1802

EDMUND = Joan Ulting
m 1600

AMBROSE
Ubbeston

RICHARD
Mendelsham

BEVIS FOULGER = Dinah
d 1632?
d 1633

JOHN = Isabel Blower
d1638 m1617

JOHN = Eliza Gardner
m 1658

SUSAN
1709
MARY
1711-13

ELIZABETH = Simon
1738Colling
m 1754

NATHANIEL
b/d 1766

NICOLAS
Stowmarket

ELIZ FULCHER = Rob Maryett
m 1579

NATHANIEL = Grace . . .
d 1745
d 1744

THOMAS = Elizabeth
1737-

GEORGE
1765-70

JAMES
L 1549

JERONOMY = Alice
m1611

JOHANNE = Greg Freynde
1563m 1583

THOMAS
baseborn
1743

THOMAS = Mary
1763Wythe

JOHN
Winston

ELIZABETH
1768-72

THOMAS = Elizabeth
1713-49

WILLIAM
1740
MARY
1741

THOMAS
1743
SAMUEL
1749-72?

JAMES = Mary
1715-45

AN
JOHN
CHRISTINE
1627
b/d 1632
1633-35
3. CHRISTINE FOULGER = James Hayward
m 1676

WILLIAM
1718

JOHNATHAN
1719-20
DAVID
1719(twins)

JOHN
Mary = ROBERT = Ann
1741-1817 d 1792
1735
d1780?
JAMES
1736
THOMAS
1739
ANN
ROBERT
1773-92
b/d1768

MARY
1744-46?

MARY
1775

ELIZABETH
1701-02?
JAMES = Catherine Wyth
1715-99
d 1776?
m1739
NATHANIEL
1744

SARAH
1777-83

SETH
1746

SETH
1749-51

Settlement at Debenham

“Robert ffolcarde”, he paid a Subsidy of 2s 8d for land
in Debenham valued at 20 shillings.
His will (1580) describes him as being then aged,
and to judge by the mention of him as holding land in
1522 previously noted, he must have been quite 80
years old at death. It contains no reference to his first
family, so it may be presumed his elder children were
then sufficiently settled in life to need no help, as he
names in it only the three children he had by his
second wife; Richard (see Mendlesham), Ambrose (see
Ubbeston) and Nicholas (see Stowmarket).

1. Robert ffolkard of Debenham, a son of Thomas, of
Bedfield (No 3) held land at Debenham by his great
grandfather. It was known by his, for on a rent-roll of
Sackville-Debenham manor of 1470 it seems to be
stated that Ralph Cheke held a messuage formerly
held by Gilbert Barker, and before by John Gurdon, on
land “vocat ffolcarde”. Robert and his brother head
the Candler Pedigree in the Bodleian Library.
Much interest attaches to his second marriage
thereon indicated. Robert’s first marriage is mentioned
in his father’s will (1543) by which legacies are left to
the children, John (see Winston), William (see Earl
Soham), Thomas (see Framlingham), Agnes and James.
Of the two last nothing further is known. All the
children were, at the date of their grandfather’s will,
under sixteen years of age. Two, William and Thomas,
are also named in the will of Thomas ffolkard his
brother (1555).
A fine of 1554 refers to Robert and his first wife, as
Wetheringsett adjoins Debenham:

Will
Robert ffolkarde of Debenham, Suff. 13 September 1580.
“Being aged and sumwhat trobled with divers diseases and
sicknessess.” To be buried in the churchyard of Debenham.
To the poor of that place 40s. To Ambrose his son, the house
he dwelt in, with lands in Debenham. If Ambrose die before
Richard his son, then the latter to have them. To Nicholas
and Richard his sons £40 each. “Whereas my seid son
Nicholas has heretofore been given to lead a wasteful life
(spending such moneys as have come to hys hands very
careslye and wastefullye and therefore somewhat doubted
of me whether there shall be any amendment in him
hereafter yea or no)” if it appeared to two impartiall men
that after receiving the first £20 of his legacy he had not done
well with it, the the other £20 to be void. Residue to be
equally divided between testator’s three sons, Ambrose,
Nicholas and Richard. Thomas ffolkarde of Bedfield, and
Richard, testators son, exors. To said Thomas 20s for his
pains. Proved at Norwich 11 October 1580 by the exors.

Concord in the Court of the King and Queen [i.e. Philip and
Mary], at Westminster, between John Hyth, plaintiff, and
Robert ffolkard [indexed ffoward] and Elizabeth his wife,
defts, of a messuage and its garden, 4 acres of land, 11⁄2 acre
of meadow, and 26 acres of pasture, with their
appurtenances, at Brockforthe and Wetheringsett.

Robert Cheke seems to plead that he had the
property as a gift from Robert ffolkard and his wife.
Ultimately he agrees to pay to the latter £80 sterling.
Robert’s assumed identity is further proved by the fact
that, in the same year (1554), he is plaintiff in a Fine
sued against the above-named Robert Cheke,
respecting a messuage called Lowdhams in
Debenham. Robert’s first wife Elizabeth, must have
died in either 1554 or 1555. I think it more than
probable that his wife’s maiden name was Elizabeth
Keene, for reasons already given in the notice of his
brother Thomas (No 4 Bedfield).
Both Robert and brother William appear to have
lived at Brockford in 1522, 1523 and 1524. In the first of
those years he paid a Subsidy on wages valued at
20 shillings, and in the second year 4 pence on the
same valuation of 20 shillings being described on the
roll as a “cappar”. In 1524 William was taxed at 6s 8d,
Robert paying 1 shilling, still as a “cappar”.
Robert’s second marriage was of a singular
character, it having been to Margaret, widow of his
brother Thomas, of Bedfield (No 5) and in the same
year, 1556, as the latter died. The marriage license is
found in the Admon. Acts (No 2 1555-7, Fo 142 Consis.
Norw), in abbreviated Latin, and reads translated:

Robert died a year later, Debenham Burial Register
recording:
1581 Sept 28 Robert ffulkard

No record has been found of Margaret’s death.
There is no mention of her in Robert’s will, so he
presumably outlived her.
Of the children of his first marriage (which is not
given on the Candler Pedigree) five are named above,
and the authority for his other children, Edmund, of
Ashfield, and Robert, is derived from the will of their
brother John, of Winston (1558). The following entries
in the Framlingham Register probably record his son
Robert’s marriage and burial:
Robert fulkard and Margaret Buse were married the 7th
October, 1603.
Robert ffolkard buried 21 February, 1630.

Debenham was one of the Parish Registers not
researched by Arthur Crouch for his 1890 Monograph,
but in its Preface he stated it afforded reasons for
thinking that many branches of the family as yet
undealt, may be fully traced. He was partially correct
about Debenham, which had a fairly rich vein but
which also threw up as many questions as it provided
answers. After wondering long and hard about the
best way of presenting this new information, I have
come to the conclusion that as nothing further is
known about the families involved, the best method
would be to reprint the register entries as they stand as
an aid to any further research undertaken.
Most of the linking up on the accompanying family
tree is based on likelihood rather than certainty. Every
name on it has documentary evidence of existence but
in certain early examples, that is all we have. The
entire section on the family of Nathaniel and Grace
can be more or less conclusively proved, remembering
that the use of the same name for different members of
the family make identification that much harder.

21st of the month and year [November, 1656], to Charles
Males (?) Curate of Bedfield, to solemize marriage between
Robert ffolkerde, of Debenham Markett, and Margaret
ffolkerde, of Bedfield.

An account of Margaret is found under No 5
Bedfield Settlement. In 1539 Robert was appointed
exor to the will of his uncle, Robert ffolkard, of Monk
Soham, being therein named as of Debenham. In 1542
his name occurs on a Subsidy Roll paying 20 pence for
goods in Debenham. In 1555 he and his sons William
and Thomas are named in his brother‘s Thomas’s will
whose widow he married. He is left exor to it. In the
same year he was one of the administrators of his
sister Elizabeth, of Sibton (Admon 2). In 1562, for land
valued at £5 in Bedfield, a Subsidy of 8s 8d was paid,
and in 1565 he again paid 4s 2d for the same land. In
1572 he witnessed the will of his son Edmund, of
Ashfield, as “Robert ffolkarde, Senior”. In 1575 as
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Debenham Register
Births
1561
Charrlles ffolkard
1563
Johanne ffulker

Jo: ffolkunde
Jo: ffulker

1627
1632 Jan 1
1633 Jan 27

Bevis foulger
Bevis & Dinah ffoulger
Bevis ffoulger

1701
1703
1704
1707
1709
1711
1713
1715
1718
1719

An
John
Christine

May 15
Apl 28
Feb 2
Apl 2
May 16
Sep 2
Nov 29
Jan ?
May 20
Mar 4

Elizabeth
Nathaniel
John
. . . (a daughter)
Susan
Mary
Thomas
James
William
Jonathan
David
1723 Apl 15 Sarah
1726 Aug 29 John
1735 Jne 15 John
1736 Feb 20 James
1737 Jne 9
Thomas
1738 Oct 8
Eliz
1739 Apl 8
Thomas
1740 Jne 26 William
1741 Mar 7 Robert
1741 Jne 28 Mary
1743 Jan 24 Thomas base son of
1743 Oct 12 Thomas
1744 Jly 20
Nathaniel
1744 Aug 1 Mary
1746 Apl 8
Seth
1749 Mar 28 Seth
1749 Jne 29 Samuel
1763 Sep 21 Thomas
1765 Jne 16 George
1766 Jne 24 Nathan
1768 Jan 3
Elizabeth
1768 Jly 31
Robert
1773 Oct 3
Ann
1775 Jan 24
Mary
1777 Jly 30
Sarah

Nathaniel & Grace fful(c)hard
Nathaniel & Grace Fulchard
Nathaniel & Grace Fulchard
Nathaniel & Grace Folshard
Nathaniel & Grace Fulsher
Nathaniel & Grace ffulcher
Nathaniel & Grace Fulcher
Nathaniel & Grace Fulcher
Nathaniel & Grace Fulsher
Nathaniel & Grace Fulshar
Nathaniel & Grace Fulshar
Nathaniel & Grace Fulshar
John & Mary Fulsher
James & Mary Foldchrer
James & Eliz Fowlger
Thomas & Elizabeth Fulchier
Thomas & Elizabeth Fulshier
James & Mary Foulger
Thomas & Eliz Fulsher
James & Mary Foulger
Thomas & Eliz Fulsher
Sarah Fulsher
Thomas & Eliz Fulsher
John & Catherine Folsher
James & Mary Foulger
James & Catherine Fulsher
James & Catherine Fulchier
Thomas & Eliza Fulsher
Thomas & Eliz Fulcher
Thomas & Eliz Fulcher
Thomas & Eliz Fulcher
Thomas & Eliz Fulcher
Robert & Mary Folger
Robert & Ann Foulger
Robert & Ann Foulger
Robert & Ann Foulger

1801 Jne 28

Thomas & Mary Fulcher
(Wythe)

Marriages
1560 Sep 4
1579
1583

Jonathan

1754
1786 Nov 5

Burials
1581 Sep 28

1713
1720
1731
1744
1745
1745
1746
1749
1750
1751
1766
1768
1770
1772
1772
1776
1780
1783
1792
1799

Apl 15
Dec 8
Apl 30
Jul 19
Jan 4
Aug 4
May 2
Dec 2
May 4
Jly 15
Sep 16
Sep 26
Mar 21
Mar 6
May 15
Oct 26
Nov 31
Jne 4
Jne 16
Apl 10

Mary daughter of Nath & Grace ffulcher
Jonathan son of Nath & Grace ffulcher
John Fulcher
Grace the wife of Nat Folsher
Nath Folsher
James Foulger
a child of James Folsher
Thomas Folsher
a child of Jane Fulchier
Seth the son of James & Catherine Fulchier
Nat Fulcher inf
Robert Foulger
George Fulcher
Elizabeth Fulcher
Samuel Fulcher
James Fulcher
(sic) Mary Foulger
Sarah Foulger
Ann Foulger
Catherine Fulcher wid aged 84
John Foulger married man aged 70

Debenham Church Transcriptions
Copied May 1924. Notes compiled by C Partridge, Stowmarket, 1931.
Ann w of Rob Foulger, 12 June 1792 aged 49
Rob Foulger 19 Mar 1817 aged 73
Carved at the top with arms of the Company of Joiners (London). A
chevron between two pairs of compasses in which extended at the
points are a sphere in base on a chiff a falc between two roses, on the
palm an escallop shell. A crown takes the place of crest and carved
below the shield at T-rule, books, scroll, etc.
Sam son of Thomas and Eliza Fulcher, 10 May 1772 ag 23.
Carved at the top with the arms of the Company of Carpenters
(London). A chevron engraved between three pairs of compasses,
extended at the points.

John ffuller to Margaret Sucklonge
Marryett Rob to Fulkher Eliz
Freynde Greg to Fuller Joan

Tho Fulcher 31(sic) November 1749 ag 36

Jeronomy ffolkard to Alice . . .
John ffolkard to Isabel Blower
Chittock R of Cretingham to Fockard Mary s of
Creatingham (marr at Parham)
1658
Folkard John of Mendlesham to Bonnet Eliz of
Debenham
1698 and 1699 Both years blank

1745

Aug 21 John ffolkard
Mar 20 Francis ffolchas
Mar 24 Wid ffoulger
Mar 12 John ffoulger
Jan 27 The wid of Bevis ffoulger
Apl 13 Christine ffoulger
May 28 to June 7 — Names missing
Apl 10 Elizabeth the daughter of Jeremiah . .
Dec 26 The wife . . . (and above — possible! no surnames given)
Oct 18 The widdow Folkard

1802 Sep 8

1611 Mar 26
1617 Feb 17
1655

1725
1739 Jul 29

1618
1624
1626
1632
1633
1635
1642
1684
1692
1693

Marion (?) w of Tho Fulcher of this parish 16 Jan 1860 ag 59
Tho Fulcher 12 June 1875 ag 6(1?) (flaked off)

2. Peter fflockerde paid 20d for goods in Debenham
on a Subsidy of 1542. I am quite unable to assign his
parentage — ACF
3. Catherine ffolchard is named in a licence in the
Ipswich Probate Office: February 8 1676. James
Hayward, sm, Debenham, to Catherine ffolchard sw,
Debenham — ACF

Fulsher Nat s to Gorbold Barbara widow
Fulsher James s of Debenham to Wyth Cath s of
Debenham
Pyatt Rob s of Debenham to Fulsher Sar s of
Debenham
Collings Simon s of Debenham to Fulcher Eliz wid of
Debenham
Thomas Fulchar s of Shatton & Rose Bird sp of
Debenham

Of the various names that appear in the Debenham
Registers, that of Bevis and Dinah ffoulger seems the
most tragic. No record has been found of their
marriage date; the name first appears at Debenham in
1627 when the register records the birth of An,
daughter of Bevis ffoulger. On January 1, 1632, John
the son of Bevis and Dinah ffoulger was born, but he
died two months later on March 12. Christine was
baptized on January 27, 1633, the day the widow of
Bevis ffoulgar was buried. She presumably died in
childbirth, by which time Bevis himself had obviously

Robert ffulkard
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died. No record has been found of his burial. Christine
herself was buried two years later on April 13, 1635. So
between 1627 and 1635 the whole recorded family was
wiped out.
A good deal of interest centres around the marriage
of Jeronomy Folkard to Alice . . . ? on March 26, 1611.
A generation or so later a whole rash of Jeremiahs

were to appear in centres like Gosbeck, East Bergholt
and Framlingham in Suffolk, and Manningtree and
Bradfield in Essex. All within a few miles of each
other, and not all, surely, different? But no
documentary connecting link has been found, so all
manner of doubts remain.

White: In heraldry, white, borne as a ‘field
colour’, or main charge of arms, signifies Peace
and Sincerity. Guillim, the most authoritative
ancient heraldic writer, says the term ‘Peace’ is
not one prepared to accept peace at any price, but
denotes a ‘bearer of arms’ ready to devote all
effort to bring about a just equitable and
endurable peace.
Gold: one of the two metals of armory, significant
of Generosity and according to Sir John Ferne,
denotes ‘Elevation of Mind’. Guillim, however
states that ‘Generosity’ does not indicate one
prone to the mass distribution of his worldly
possessions, misguidedly or otherwise; but
denotes one considered by his Sovereign to be of
a magnanimity which would display both true
fortitude in defeat and a true Christian charity in
victory.
Azure (blue): is symbolical of Loyalty and Truth.
It was the colour devoted and ascribed to The
Virgin by the Roman Church.
The Ducal Coronet granted to those whose
loyalty to the Crown and the Princes had been
tried and proven both on the field of combat and
in council. Though bearers of this ‘charge’ of
arms were usually of higher than knightly status,
this bearing was given as a recognition of proven
loyalty. It was not significant of the rank or status
of the bearer on all occasions.
The Swan: because of its somewhat regal and
haughty manner and carriage was sometimes
adopted to heraldry as a bearing of ‘Pride’.
‘Pride’ denotes pride of ancestry rather than
pride of the bearer in his own accomplishments.
Guillim points out that the swan has many ways
of eluding predators and enemies by running,
flying and swimming on or beneath the surface of
water, thereby beguiling the hopes of his pursuer.
Such bearings may therefore denote a man of
many resources.
Arrows: The arrow or ‘Pheon’ was the anciet Roman emblem of Military Competence and was granted
only to the truly deserving warrior who had proven this ability on the field of combat. This symbol was
adopted to heraldry with similar significance and was only given to one who had proven his competence in
battle, not in tournament.
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EDMUND = Maria Salter
Ashfield

THOMAS = Alyce …

Elizabeth Keene = ROBERT
Debenham
qv

23. EDMUND
Laxfield

= Margaret Folkard

3. THOMAS = Marie …
b1592
widow
dsp 1655

4. FRANCIS = Susan 5 JEREMIAH = Martha …JOHANN
bp 1593
d 1685
d1680 1594
Gosbeck

MARIE
b1596

ALICE
b 1602

GRACE
bp1598

See Rattlesden

2. JOHN = Margaret

1. THOMAS
= Grace Moris
Framlingham
d1626

ANN
b1603

RICHARD
L1654

TIMOTHY
L1654

SAMUEL
L1654

MARGARET SARAH
L1654
L1654

MARTHA
L1654
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6. MARY = Thomas
m 1683
Gilbert

ELIZABETH

7. SUSAN = Lawrence
m 1687 Forsdyke

18. JAMES
= Elizabeth
1751-1820
L 1820

LOUISA
L 1778

8. JAMES
L 1686

MARY

12. JEREMIAH = Maria Booth
m 1699
d 1706

Sarah …? =
L 1751
?m 1750

ROBERT
WILLIAM
1735-46

11. SAMUEL = Mary
d 1709

13 JEREMIAH = Elizabeth Broom
d 1745
?1706-51

14 JEREMIAH = Susanna
Bream
L 1782

JENNY

ELIZABETH
1764-1841

15 ELIZABETH
bp 1736

9. TIMOTHY
d 1685

10. THOMAS
1646

24. JEREMIAH = Sarah Cook
d 1674

19. SAMUEL
L 1748

SAMUEL

ELIZABETH
L 1748

20. JOHN = Ann Fletcher

LYDIA
L 1748

Mary Manthorp = 16 JOHN =
1740-76
1742-1823

ISAAC

Mary Weex
(?Wicks)
m1778
d 1815

21. JOHN
=
Bramford
m1718
d1757

BENJAMIN = Honour
d 1781

HONOUR
1777= Samuel
Sawyer
m 1803

MARY ANN
1779
1781= David
Crowfoot
m 1805

ELEANOR
1782-

Anne
Downes
d 1757

JOHN
22. ANN
d 1746
L 1798
Smallpox

For descendants of John and his two wives
see separate tree of Framlingham Hall
*Buried at Framlingham

Settlement at Framlingham

(A second entry in the Register intimates the first
was in error.)

(includes branches at Winston, Gosbeck, Laxfield, Bramford, Ipswich,
Saxmundham and London)

Alice ffolkod, ye daughter of Thomas ffolkod and Grace his
wife, was baptized ye fifth day of June, 1602.

Framlingham has long been a strong settlement for the
Folkard family.
As early as between 1534 and 1538 the will of an
Edmund ffoo of Laxfield, was proved at Ipswich and
the Framlingham Register also contains:

Ann ffolkod, ye daughter of Thomas ffolkod and of Grace
his wife, was baptized ye 9th Februarie, 1603.

We know by the will of Thomas, the eldest son
(1654), there were other children of whom we have no
additional record. Perhaps these were baptized
elsewhere or Registers for the years of their baptisms
are incomplete, as are so many Suffolk Registers. The
only one of the brothers and sisters named in the will
of the son Thomas referred to is Francis, the others
mentioned being Samuel, Jeremy (ie Jeremiah),
Richard, Timothy, Martha, Margaret and Sarah. These
last must have been born subsequent to the last entry
of baptism in the Framlingham Register, and may,
with their brothers Francis and Thomas, have been the
only surviving members of the family at the date of
the latter’s will, though the legacy to Mary Culner
(Quaere, Calver) probably referred to the testator’s
sister Mary. An entry in Petistree Register may refer to
the marriage of daughter Martha.

Anne ffolkard, wife of William, was buried ye — of
November 1579.
Robert ffolkard buried 21 February 1630.
William ffolkard buried 30 January 1632.
Deborah, dar of John and Dorothie ffolkard, bapt. 2 February
1636.
Thomas ffolkard buried July 7, 1655.
Ann, dar of Thomas and Ann ffolkard, bapt. 8 November
1711.
Hannah Folkard, s.w., of Framlingham, married Samuel
Burrows, s.m., of Framlingham, November 10, 1755. Present
Henry Folkard and Wm. Clarke.

Martha ffocard, sw, married Edward Smith, of Marlesford,
10th February, 1634.

Honour, d.a. of Benjamin and Honour Folkard, baptd 29
June 1777.

Thomas died in 1626, the Register of Framlingham
recording:

Mary, da. of Benjamin and Honour Folkard, baptd 14 March
1779.

Thomas ffolkarde was buried 12 July, 1626

Ann, da. of Benjamin and Honour Folkard, baptd 9 Septr
1781.

No will has been found.
2. John ffolkard, of Winston, near Debenham, was
Thomas’ brother and a son of Robert ffolkard of
Debenham. Named in his grandfather’s will of 1543
(under 16 years of age). The only further information
of him is in his own will of 1558, in which he alludes to
his brother ‘‘Edmund ffowkered” of Ashfield. From
the date of proof of his will (1559) we may conclude he
died that year probably quite young. His wife
Margarett, is named in it, but it contains no reference
to children of the marriage.

Benjamin Folkard buried 2 Decr, 1781.
Eleanor, da. of Benjamin and Honour Folkard, baptd 30 May
1782.
Benjamin Folkard buried, Aged, 24 September 1783.
Sarah Folkard, infant, buried 30th June 1784.
Honour Folkard, s.w., of Framlingham, married Samuel
Sawer, s.m., of Framlingham, April 22, 1803.
Mary Folkard, s.w., of Framlingham, married to David
Crowfoot, s.m., of Baddingham, September 22, 1805.

Will
John ffowkerd (ffolkard) of Winston, Suff. 26 January 1558.
To John ‘‘ffowkered” his godson, son of Edmund ffowkerd
of Hashfelde, his house in Wynston and all the lands
belonging to it at the age of 21. To Margarett, testator’s wife,
20 marks, provided she relinquish all right or title to the
houses in Wynston or elsewhere. She to leave the house
immediately on testator’s death, and the 20 marks to be paid
out of the yearly ‘‘ferm” till the aforeaid John ‘‘ffowkered”
be of age. To wife all household stuff and 2 ‘‘neate” (cattle).
To the poor 40s. Residue to be parted between his brother
Edmund and his brother Robert in even portions. Edmund
ffowkerd of ‘‘hashfelde” and Lawrence Mayhewe of Great
Cretingham, exors, to whom 13s 4d. Witnesses: William
Goodfellow, Vicar of Brandeston, writer of the will, Robert
Moklett and Nicholas Johnson. Proved at Coddenham,
11 December 1559.

1. Thomas ffolkard, of Framlingham, a son of Robert
of Debenham (No 1 of that Line), by his first wife. The
earliest mention of him is as a devisee under the will
(1555) of his uncle Thomas ffolkard, of Bedfield (No 4
of that Line), he being then under 24 years of age. No
further record of him is known until his marriage. The
Framlingham entry reads:
Thomas ffolcoad and Grace Moris were married ye 30th
August, 1590

A numerous family sprang from this marriage as
Framlingham Register relates:
Thomas ffolkoad, ye sonne of Thomas and Grace ffolkoad
his wife, was baptized ye 5th December, 1592.

3. Thomas ffolkard was the eldest son of Thomas
(No 1). The only allusion to his marriage discoverable
is a bequest left by his will to his wife, Marie, who
survived him. She must have been a widow at her
marriage to Thomas, as his will (1654) refers to ‘‘my
wives grandchildren”. Of his burial at Framlingham,
the Register notes:

ffrancis ffolkoad, ye sonne of Thomas ffolkoad, was baptized
ye 28th January 1593.
Johan ffolkoade, ye daughter of Thomas ffolkoad, was
baptized ye 22nd of October, 1594.
Marie ffolkoad, ye daughter of Thomas ffolkod, was
baptized ye 26 August, 1596.

Thomas ffolkard buried July 7th, 1655

Grace ffolkoad, ye daughter of Thomas ffolkoad, was
baptized ye 7 August, 1597.

No issue is named in the will, nor does the Register
refer to any.

Also:
Grace ffolkod, ye daughter of Thomas ffolkod, was baptized
ye 7 August, 1598

Will
Thomas ffolkarde of fframlingham, Suff. Yeoman:
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10 January 1654. ‘‘Whole of mind and of good and perfect
memory — ‘‘first I commit and recommende my soule unto
the hands of Almighty God my maker of whom I had my
first being, and to Jesus Christ my Redeemer by whose
bloodshed I trust to be saved, And my body to the earth to
be buried in Christian buriall. Item I doe annull and make
void all other last Wills and Testaments by mee made before
this time: Item — I give to ffrancis ffolkarde, to Samuell
ffolkarke, To Jerimy ffolkard, To Richard ffolkard, to
Timothy ffolkarde, my brethren, And to Martha, to
Margarett, and to Sarah, my sisters, to every of them five
shillings a yeere: Item — I give to Samuell and Richard my
brothers all my wearinge apparell for my body of what kind
soever, to be equally divided betwixt them (lynnen only
excepted). Item — I give to John Harmon, my wives
grandchild, ffower pounds of good and lawfull money of
England to be paid to him at his age of One and Twenty
years and my bible”. To Mary wife of John Culner (?Calver)
‘‘one greate Coffer”. To John and Mary Negall ‘‘my wives
grandchildren” 5 shillings each. All above legacies to be paid
within six months of his decease. Residue of all kinds to
Mary his wife. She sole extx. Signed and sealed by Thomas
Folkarde. Witnessed by John Calver, Paule Dade, and Mary
Wade, her mark. Proved at London, 1 November 1655 by the
oath of Mary ffolkarde the Relict and sole executrix.

Martha, probably applies also to Jerimy, and the place
of his burial, it seems likely, was Pettaugh. The
discrepancy as to date of proof of his will and of burial
may have arisen from confusion owing to the use of
the old and new styles, or as the year in the entry is
placed between brackets, it may have been added
afterwards and mistakenly.

4. ffrancis ffolkard 1593 — Framlingham, Thomas’
brother was a legatee under his will in 1654. He was
probably the Francis whose son’s birth is noted in the
Framlingham Register.

Anno Dom. 1683. Thomas Gilbert and Mary Ffolker was
married on the three & twentieth day of October.

Will
Jeremy ffolkard of Gosbeck, Suff, Yeoman: 19 February 1684.
To his son Thomas £10. To his daughter, Mary, wife of
Thomas Gilbert, 40 shillings. To his daughter Susan £10. To
his three sons, Samuel, Timothy and James 2 shillings each.
All residue to his son Thomas aforesaid, except to his
daughter Susan a further legacy of a feather bed, bolster and
other items. Thomas ffolkard his son sole executor. —
Signed with testator’s mark, and witnessed by John Dove,
William Dove and John Colchester. Proved at Ipswich
17 March 1684.

Jeremiah. See entry Number 24 at the end of the
section.
6. Mary ffolkard, a daughter of Jerimy, is named in
her father’s will as being the wife of Thomas Gilbert,
married the year previously. The Gosbeck Register
records:

Mary was joint legatee with her two brothers and
sister Susan in the will of her brother, Thomas
ffolkard, of Otley, of 1686.
7. Susan ffolkard Mary’s sister, a daughter of
Jeremiah ffolkard (No 5) is named both in the latter’s
will (1684) and of her brother Thomas (1686). The
following year she married, the license reading:

1623 Nov 4 ffrancis, s of ffrancis and Susan his wife

We know nothing more about Francis, but he could
well have been the Francis ffolchas buried at
Debenham less than a year later on 20 March 1624, in
which case he would have been only 31 when he
died.
Francis his son, whose birth is noticed above also
remains a shadowy figure. No wedding or death
notice has been found, but at some point it is almost
certain members of his family moved over to East
Bergholt where a strong Folkard contingent
developed.
The families of Debenham, Lavenham and Framlingham interwove to a mystifying degree around this
time, and with the duplication of so many names in the
Parish Registers it has proved impossible to sort out.
5. Jerimy (Jeremiah) ffolkard, of Gosbeck, another son
of Thomas (No 1), the only remaining member of
whom I have any information beyond the record of
baptism and mention in their brother Thomas’s will
(1654). That will provides the only evidence of
Jerimy’s parentage.
From the Register of Gosbeck, his wife appears to
have been Martha, and evidently the marriage took
place before 1646. Martha died in 1680:

13 April 1687. License marriage between Lawrence ffosdike,
of Otley, single, and Suzanna ffolkard, of Otley, single, at
Akenham. Bonds by Robert ffosdick de Clayden in £200.

From this licence it is apparent she lived with her
brother Thomas at Otley after her father’s death.
8. James ffolkard another child of Jeremiah (No 5)
paid for one hearth in Pettaugh in 1670, but little is
known respecting him beyond his being named in the
latter’s will (1684). He must have been one of the two
surviving brothers, legatees under the will of his
brother Thomas (1686), the other brother Timothy,
having died in 1685.
9. Timothy ffolkard also son to Jeremiah (No 5) and
James’ brother is mentioned in his father’s will (1684),
he is probably named after his uncle. He died in 1685,
the Gosbeck Register entry being:
Timothy Folkard, single man, was buried ye 4 7ber

To which is appended:
1685. Affidavit made before Mr Stephenson of Winston. Brot
in ye same day he was buried.

Anno 1680. Martha Ffolkard, wife of Jeremy Ffolkard,
buryed December 19th.

10. Thomas ffolkard, of Otley, another son of Jeremiah
(No. 5) and brother to Timothy. Gosbeck Register
records:

As the entry is made on affidavit of 22 December it
scarcely follows that the burial was at Gosbeck itself.
Almost illegible entries on two Subsidy Rolls of 1628
record that ‘‘Jeremias ffolcard” paid 4 shillings on land
valued at 20 shillings in Beddingfield. He also paid for
one hearth in Gosbeck in 1675. His will dated
10 February 1684, was proved the following March,
yet the entry of his burial in the Register of Gosbeck
reads:

Thomas Ffokard, the sonn of Jeremy Ffokard, and Martha
his wife, was baptized the 28th day of November 1646.

Evidently the best-loved son of his father, in whose
will (1684) he is mentioned. His own death followed
closely on that of this father, his will (1686) being
proved that year. The identity of Thomas is
conclusively established by reference to his sister
Susan and his brother Samuel in his will. This
document is of special importance as naming his
nephew Jeremiah ffolkard, so affording a clue for
recognition of the latter’s parentage which would
otherwise be wanting.

Jeremy Folkard was buried March 10th (1685)

To which is added a note:
Affidavit made before Mr Candler of Pettoway (Pettaugh)
brought in March 15th.

The doubt as to locality of interment regarding
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Will
Thomas ffolkard of Otley, Suff, Yeoman: 7 June 1686 ‘‘To my
sister Susan All my Pewtre and a Brasse Potte, one warming
pann” and other items. ‘‘To Jeremiah ffolkard, my kinsman,
40 shillings of lawfull money of England to be due unto him
within two yeres after my decease, After which Two yeres I
desire that my Executor should kepe it in his handes for
seven yeres, Paying the Boy Interest for it, unless he see
cause to pay it him sooner”. Testator’s brother Samuel
ffolkard, executor, ‘‘paying himself well for his troble”.
Residue to be divided between his two brothers and two
sisters equally. Signed ‘‘Thomas ffolkard his marke”, and
witnessed by Robert Hill, Julia ffuller, and Richard Sallowes.
Proved at Ipswich 7 August 1686.

found the muster rolls altogether missing, and the pay
sheets existing, only covered from 1696 to 5 May 1704,
when the Fly was paid out of commission at Harwich.
She was probably recommissioned there and her crew,
stated on the pay sheets to have been nearly wholly of
‘‘pressed men”, recruited from Essex and Suffolk.
Probably therefore Jeremiah ffolkard was seized by a
press-gang in 1704 or 1705, and remained abroad till
his death, in some naval hospital, as he describes
himself in his will as ‘‘late belonging to her Majesty’s
Shipp ffly Brigantine”.
Will
In the Name of God Amen. I, JEREMIAH FFOOKARD, late
belonging to her Majesties Shipp ffly Brigantine, considering
the uncertainty of this world and being of disposing mind
and memory, do make this my last will and testament in
manner following, ffirst and principally I commend my soul
to Almighty God who gave it me, hoping through the merits
of our Blessed Saviour to obtain pardon and remission of all
my Sins. And as to the Temporall Estate wherewith it hath
pleased Almighty God to bless me with, I give and bequeath
as followeth. Thus I give and bequeath to my dear wife One
shilling in full barr of all demands. And as to all other my
estate either real or personall I give and bequeath to my
well-beloved friend Samuel Scutt of the parish of St Thomas,
Southwark, Victualler, and of this my said last will do make
the said Samuel Scutt sole Executor, revoking and making
void all former Wills, Codicills, or Testamentary writings by
me heretofore, and confirming this to be my last Will and
Testament. In witness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand
and seal this ninth day of November in the fifth year of the
Reyne of our Soveraigne Lady Anne, over England etc,
Annoii Dni. One thousand Seaven hundred and six” — The
mark of Jeremiah ffookard — ‘‘Signed, sealed, and published
and declared in the presence of us William Hartwell, Henry
Spencer, Ben Hall”. — This will endorsed ‘‘in paribus” —
Proved at London 8 September 1707 by the oath of Samuell
Scutt the Exor.

11. Samuel ffolkard is the remaining child of Jeremiah
(No. 5) to be dealt with, though beyond references to
him in his father’s and brother’s wills we know
nothing of him.
Samuel is the only one to whom it is possible to
assign the parentage of ‘‘Jeremiah ffolkard, my
kinsman” (invariably the expression used to denote a
nephew), referred to in the will of his brother Thomas
ffolkard, of Otley. As the Jeremiah ffolkard therein
named died in 1706, his name would naturally find no
mention in his presumed father’s will (1709).
Supporting the assumption of Samuel’s identity with
Samuel of Laxfield, is that a son John of the latter had
as his partner, according to his will (1748), one of the
Bishops of Saxmundham, in which place the son of
this Jeremiah was brought up, an intermarriage with
that family subsequently occurring. This suggests
Samuel lived ultimately at Laxfield dying there in
1709. His descendants are dealt with later on.
Will
Samuel ffolkard of Laxfield, Suff, Blacksmith: 21 May 1709.
‘‘Sicke and weake in body.” To his sons John and Samuel all
shop tools ‘‘save strakes and nailes”. His furniture to sons
John and Samuel. A legacy to Mary his wife. A cow to each
of his daughters Mary and Elizabeth. His wife and John
Dresser of Laxfield exors. Witnessed by Edmund ffolkard,
Thomas ffolkard, and James Krabbe. Proved by the relict at
Stradbrooke 22 July 1709.

13. Jeremiah ffolkard, son and believed only child of
Jeremiah must have been born after his father left for
sea, either in 1705 or 1706. As above mentioned, he
found no place in his father’s will and the Register of
Saxmundham contains no record of his birth. In the
circumstances, probably after the birth of her child,
Maria went to Saxmundham to live with her father (or
brother) Lionel Booth, where no doubt, her son was
brought up and settled. The baptism of a son of his is
entered in the Saxmundham Register:

12. Jeremiah ffolkard probably a son of Samuel for
reasons above given. In the will of his uncle, Thomas
ffolkard, of Otley (1686) at which date he was the only
son of his father, who, being left exor to it, would
therefore have charge of the legacy devised to this son
of his. From the terms of that bequest it is evident that
Jeremiah was very young, probably not more than 8 or
10 years old.
An entry of a license at Beccles, probably refers to
Jeremy’s marriage:

Jeremiah, son of Jeremiah and Elizabeth Folkard, November
9th, 1733, baptized.

His marriage, of which I have no record, probably
took place that year, when he would have been 28 or
29 years of age. Elizabeth’s maiden name is doubtful,
but memoranda in a legacy to her son John Folkard
and her grandchildren infer she was probably a
daughter of the devisee, Henry Broom, of Debach,
whose believed father lies buried in Kelsale
churchyard adjacent to Saxmundham. The baptisms of
further issue of Jeremiah and Elizabeth, are recorded
in the Saxmundham Register, then follows the entry of
Elizabeth’s burial:

20 August, 1699. License marriage between Jeremias ffulkard
and Maria Booth at Beccles.

He was probably between 21 and 23 years old. The
parentage of Maria Booth is doubtful; but from the
after connection of her son with Saxmundham, it is
probable she was either a daughter or sister of the
Lionel Booth who, in 1725, sued a Fine in partnership
with Jeremiah Aldrich against John Dowsing, and
Elizabeth his wife, for messuages and lands in
Saxmundham. Maria Booth is referred to as living at
the date of her husband’s will (1706), but husband and
wife had evidently parted, and their child must have
been born after the father left for service in the Royal
Navy, as it has no mention in the latter’s will.
From the date and circumstances of the will,
Jeremiah evidently died abroad either in 1706 or 1707,
aged about 29 or 31. A search among pay sheets and
papers surviving at the Record Office of HM
Brigantine Fly among the Admiralty records was
made by Robert Crouch Folkard in the 1880s, but he

Elizabeth Folkard buried May 21st, 1745.

In 1751 the same Register proves a subsequent
marriage:
James, son of Jeremiah and Sarah Folkard, baptized October
1st, 1751.

Nothing is known of Sarah’s maiden name, nor
anything respecting her beyond the fact she survived
her husband and proved his will, of which she was
executrix, in 1751. James must have been born
posthumously, as he found no mention in his father’s
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Signature of Susan
Folkard, daughter of John
Folkard, of Framlingham
Hall, in Framlingham
Registry, on her marriage
to Michael Dennant,
1821.

will (1750). Jeremiah died early in 1751, according to
the entry in the Register of Saxmundham:
Jeremy Folkard buried March 27th, 1751.
Will
Jeremiah ffolkard of Saxmundham, Suff: 23 March 1750. To
Sarah, ‘‘my loving wife”, John, his youngest son, and
Elizabeth, his daughter, all his goods and furniture in the
parlour chamber, ‘‘and six of my worst and six of my best
pewter plates, and four pewter dishes, share and share
alike”. His clothing to his eldest son Jeremiah, and some
linen to his son John. Residue, after payment of debts, to his
wife, his son John, and his daughter Elizabeth. Wife and Mr
Anthony Jenkenson exors — Witnessed by Mickleburgh
Goldsmith, Richard Roberts, and William Toller. Proved
3 April 1751 by Sarah ffolkard, extx.

16. John Folkard, of Framlingham, the younger son by
the first marriage of Jeremiah, of Saxmundham (No
13) is named in his will (1750). His baptism is recorded
in Saxmundham Register:
John, son of Jeremy and Elizabeth Folkard, baptized Sept 30,
1742.

He first married, in 1764, Mary, daughter of Daniel
and Mary Manthorp, of Ufford, baptized at
Saxmundham 15 May 1740. There were four children,
whose baptisms are recorded in the Register of
Framlingham:

14. Jeremiah Folkard the first-born child of the above
by his first marriage, is named in his father’s will
(1750). The entry of his baptism at Saxmundham in
1733 has been given above. We know little of him
beyond the fact he was living in London, and was a
married man, in 1764. He returned subsequently to
Saxmundham, and was living there in 1782. These
facts and his wife and two childrens names were
obtained from the papers of F C Brooke. His wife’s
maiden name is not positively known, but the name of
Bream (or Brame) given to her daughter probably
means this was her surname. Repeated mention of that
name in the will of William Folkard strengthens this.
Mr Brooke’s memoranda reads:

Mary Elizabeth, Daughter of John and Mary Folkard,
baptized 9th December 1765.
John, son of John and Mary Folkard, baptized 25 May, 1768.
Daniel, son of John and Mary Folkard, baptized 29 June,
1769.
Richard Manthorp, son of John and Mary Folkard, baptized
16 October, 1771.

Mary died in 1776, Framlingham Register recording:

21 May 1782. Release by Jenny Elisabeth Bream Folkard, of
Madock’s Street, Hanover Square, Midx, Spinster, one of the
two children of Jeremiah Folkard, of Saxmundham.
21 May 1782. Release by S, (Quaere, Susanna) Elizabeth
Folkard, of Henrietta Street, Manchester Square, London, of
her legacy under the above mentioned will (ie, Henry
Broom, of Debach).
These are to certify whom it may concern, that Elisabeth,
dar of Jeremiah and Susanna Folkard, was born in the parish
of St George’s, Hanover Square, in the County of Middlesex,
upon the 7th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1764, and
was baptd upon the 9th day of June, as appears by the
Register Book of Births and Baptisms belonging to the said
Parish, and extracted out of the Register Book this 6th day of
June, 1776. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand.
James Trebeck, A M Regr of St George’s afsd.

Mary Folkard buried 13th June, 1776.

Her tomb is in Framlingham churchyard, and bears
the inscription:
Mary,
the Wife of
John Folkard,
died June the 10th,
1776,
Aged 36 years

A second marriage of John Folkard is entered in the
same Register:
John Folkard, of Framlingham, Widower, to Mary Weex, SW
of Framlingham, 20 January, 1778.

The issue of this marriage is noticed in the Register:

The will of Henry Broom of Debach (30 August
1780) leaves to the children mentioned £90 7s. They
are also residuary legatees to it with their uncle John
Folkard.
The burial entry at Framlingham refers to the
daughter Elizabeth:

Elizabeth, daughter of John and Mary Folkard, baptized
20 June, 1779.
John, son of John and Mary Folkard, baptized Feby 5, 1784
(2 years old).
William, son of John and Mary Folkard, baptized February 5,
1784

1841 May 1 Elizabeth Folkard of Framlingham, aged 77
years.

Maria, daughter of John and Mary Folkard, baptized
(privately) 13 February, 1786.

Elizabeth, then, remained unmarried.
15. Elizabeth Folkard sister to Jeremiah was baptized
in 1736, the Register of Saxmundham noting:

Maria, daughter of John Folkard and Mary his wife (late
Wicks), baptized, 25 January 1787. Buried 20th February,
1788.

Elizabeth, daughter of Jeremiah and Elizabeth Folkard,
baptized September 26, 1736.

James, son of John Folkard and Mary his wife (late Wicks),
priv baptized, January 11th, 1790.

Jeremiah’s will (1750) names her, but beyond this
nothing is known respecting her.

Susan, daughter of John and Mary Folkard, priv bap. August
29, 1795.

Susan married Michael Dennant of Framlingham in
1821.
The burial of the second Mary is registered at
Framlingham:
Mary Folkard, of Framlingham, buried December 3rd, 1815,
aged 62.

Signature of John Folkard, of Framlingham Hall, in
Framlingham Registry, on his marriage to Mary Weekes,
1778.

Her tomb in the churchyard is inscribed:
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In Memory of
Mary, the wife of
John Folkard
who departed this Life
November 27th, 1815,
Aged 62 years.
Also of
Louisa, daughter of
Michael Dennant
and Susan his wife,
who died November 30, 1822,
aged 11 weeks

17. James Folkard, was a son of John and Mary Wicks,
his second wife. Framlingham Register records his
birth:
James, son of John and Mary Folkard (late Wicks sp)
baptized January 11th, 1790.

Very little is known about him, the following entries
in Kelsale Register being all we have, indeed,
assuming they refer to the James in question:
May 10th, 1829. James Folkard and Elizabeth Spore, both
single, married.
October 19, 1862. William Petit, son of William Petit, and
Eliza Folkard, 23, daughter of James Folkard, both single,
married.

In 1782 John Folkard was a legatee of £80 and a
residuary legatee, under the will of his (presumed)
maternal grandfather, Henry Broom, of Debach:

August 12, 1866. Edmund Page, widower, son of Francis
Page, and Martha Folkard, daughter of James Folkard,
spinster, married.

21 May, 1782. Release by John Folkard, of Framlingham, of a
Legacy given him by the will of Henry Broom, of Debach,
Gent, dated 30th August, 1781.

18. James Folkard a son of Jeremiah (No 13) by his
second wife must have been born posthumously. His
baptism entry at Saxmundham in 1751 has been given.
He practised as a veterinary surgeon at Beccles, his
wife Elizabeth surviving him and administering his
will. He died 12 April, 1820, apparently at Beccles.
His issue is uncertain, but probably Robert William
Folkard, of Beccles, an artist, who died there
9 November 1835, a son of his, and a sister of the artist,
Louisa Folkard, a spinster at Wells-next-the-Sea,
Norfolk, must also have been one of his children.
Louisa, took out letters of administration to her
brother’s estate, on 20 March 1878 it being probably
necessary to do this, although forty-three years had
passed, to complete some title to property.
Samuel ffolkard, of Laxfield, is dealt with under No
11 of this Line, having been presumably the son of
Jeremiah ffolkard (No 5), of Gosbeck. Samuel is
reintroduced here to continue the descent at
Framlingham. His will (1709) names his wife, Mary,
who survived him, and his daughters Mary and
Elizabeth, of whom we know nothing further. One of
his two sons:
19. Samuel ffolkard, of Laxfield is named in his
father’s will and that of his brother John of 1748. This
informs us of his partnership with the testator and
with William Bishop, in Laxfield, at the date of it. We
know nothing more respecting Samuel.
20. John ffolkard, of Laxfield, Samuel’s brother. His
name occurs in the will of his father of 1709,
apparently as the elder of the two brothers. The
following license in Ipswich Sundry Books Vol. 34
may refer to his marriage:

On 21 October 1821 his nephew Richard Manthorp,
writing to John’s son Daniel, remarked:
My uncle in an extreme weak state. He was in bed and prays
for death, being quite worn out.

However, not till eighteen months later, is John’s
burial recorded in the Framlingham Register:
John Folkard, of Framlingham, buried February 26, 1823,
aged 80 years.

His tomb standing between his two wives is
inscribed:
In
Memory of
John Folkard
who departed this Life
February 20th, 1823,
Aged 80 years.
Will
I John Folkard of Framlingham in the County of Suffolk
Breeches Maker do make & publish this my last Will and
Testament – first I commit my Soul to the Lord, who gave it
– in Hopes of a joyful resurection – and my Body I desire
may be Decently buried in the Space of Ground that is
between the Graves of my two late & much lamented Wives,
in Framlingham Church Yard And I hereby constitute and
appoint my Son Daniel Folkard of London my Sole Executor
— whom I wish as soon as can be after my Burial (which I
wish to be performed in a plain & respectable manner
Simular to my late Wives – and to have a pair of Grave
Stones like theres), – to sell and turn into Money all my
Household Furniture, – Plate – Linen – China – Apparrell –
and all other property Whatsoever, for the best price that can
be procured – And after paying all my Debts – Funeral and
testamentary Expences – and Every Expense of carrying this
my Will into Effect – its my Will and Desire that the residue
of the Money – shall be Equally divided amongst my three
Daughters – Maria, Sarah, and Susan Folkard or their Heirs –
but if either of my Said Daughters should die before me
without lawful issue its my Will that such Child or
Children's Share shall be Equally divided amongst the
Survivors or Survivors of them, in Witness whereof I have
hereunto set my hand and Seal this twenty third Day of
August One Thousand Eight Hundred and twenty.
John Folkard
Signed Sealed published and Declared
by the said John Folkard as and for
his Last Will and Testament — in the
presence of Elizabeth Folkard
at Copdock the fifth Day of June 1823 the within-named
Executor was sworn in due form of Law before me, John
Bishopp AM, Surrogate to the Commissary.
Personal Estate sworn under £100.
Probate dated 28th June 1823.

10th June, 1684. License marriage between John ffolkard, of
Woodbridge, single and Ann Fletcher, of Woodbridge,
single, at Woodbridge or Bealing’s Magna.

He is also possibly the man referred to in a Fine
from the Court Roll of Culpho:
1745, July 4. Of John ffolkard, on his admission upon ye
surrender of Ann Rivett, £4: 0: 0. (£4 0s 0d)

An entry in the Court Roll of Sutton and Hollesley
also probably refers to land held by him:
13th October, 1727. John Furkard pays homage.

John’s will bears no date, and includes no reference
to his wife, who had therefore no doubt died. Proved
in 1748, it names five children. Of these, only John,
have we any later trace.
Will
John ffolkard of Laxfield, Suff, Blacksmith: no date. ‘‘To my
son Samuel my shop and Traverse with all iron and tools
and half the yard adjoining, and all household goods. And
my House or Houses with the appurtenances, except that
given to son Samuel, now in the occupation of my brother

53

Samuel ffolkard, William Bishop, and myself, to be sold. The
sum of forty shillings in lieu of an anvil to my son John, and
balance equally divided among my four children, John,
Samuel, Elizabeth, and Lydia. Son Samuel and Edward
Dowsing Exors. of this my last will”. Added afterwards:
‘‘Since I ordered my will to be written, and before signing
and sealing, have received a letter from my son Isaac, which
before I believed was dead in Battle. I therefore give him an
equal share with my other four children”. Mark of testator.
Witnessed by Charles Palmer, John Ward, and Richard
Boniwell. Proved at Stanbrooke, 5 February 1747-8.

stood surety in £200 with respect to the marriage
license of John Mills, of Fressingfield, and Marian
ffolkard, of Fressingfield, as ‘‘Edmund ffolkard, of
Laxfield”. He was again a bondsman to another
marriage license on the 18 October 1692. Possibly the
Marian ffolkard of the license was a daughter of his
brother Robert, of Pettaugh (No 6 Ashfield
Settlement), the latter having married a Maria.
The last mention of Edmund is as witness to the will
of Samuel ffolkard, of Laxfield, in 1709. His kinship to
Samuel was remote — a fourth degree of cousinship
only; but doubtless residence in the same place
stimulated intimacy and friendship. Thomas ffolkard a
witness to the same will was probably a son of
Thomas of Cretingham (Nos 1 and 2 of that Line).
24. Jeremiah Folkard of Ipswich. Arthur Crouch
skirted the Ipswich settlement briefly and missed this
entry from St Mary le Tower Church. I believe this
Jeremiah to be the son of Jeremiah of Gosbeck (No 5)
and Martha. Notice of his birth, in common with that
of his supposed brothers and sisters has not been
found. Jeremiah married Sara Cook at St Mary le
Tower Church, Ipswich — only five miles from
Gosbeck — in 1671. There was one child of the
marriage, Jeremiah, the register of St Nicholas Church,
Ipswich recording:

21. John ffolkard of Bramford, seems to have settled
there probably on account of his marriage connection
as an innkeeper. The Register of Brundish indicates
prior to his marriage, he lived there:
1718. John ffolkard, of this parish, and Anne Downes, of
Bramford, both single persons (married), by License,
December 1st.

John was probably the man referred to in a curious
quack advertisement in the Ipswich Journal of 4-11
March, 1721, certifying that Benjamin Rose, of
Hasketon, was grievously afflicted with ‘‘Fitts”, but
Mr Frost, of Ipswich, cured him.
Witnesses who have seen him in his Affliction, John Carter,
Minister, John Fockard.

1672 Dec 3 Jeremiah Focha, the son of Jeremiah focha and of
Sarah his wife was born.

In the Poll List for the Knights of the Shire of 1727
John voted as a resident of Bramford. The following
advertisements made by him are from files of the
Ipswich Journal:

The marriage seems to have been troubled and
Jeremiah senior did not live long to endure or enjoy it.
Ipswich St Nicholas burials recording:

Advertisement. This is to give Notice to all Gentlemen and
others — That on the 17th and 18th of this instant, April,
there will be a Cock-Match fought at Mr John Forckard’s at
the Angel, at Bramford, in Suffolk, for a Guinea a Battle, and
ten Guineas the odd Battle. Note — There is 31 Cock on each
side, and to be fought in silver. (23 March to 1 April 1721)

1674 April 9 then was Jeremiah focha was (sic) buried.

There will be a Florists’ Feast at Mr John Folkard’s at the
Angel, in Bramford, in the County of Suffolk, on Wednesday
the 20th day of April, 1743, when all Gentlemen that will be
so good as to afford us their Company, will meet with a kind
reception and a hearty welcome from their friends and
servants, James Wilder, John Thorogood, Stewards. (30 July
1743, and ante).

Subsequently, Sara and Richard had at least one son
who died in infancy, but Jeremiah’s son survived and
Ipswich St Nicholas records his marriage:

Any mourning on the part of Sara seemed equally
brief: Ipswich St Margaret’s wedding register for the
same year has:
1674: Sara Foker wid to Rich Hayward.

1699 Feb 27 Jeremiah Folkhard sol and Susan Ham sol both
of Ipswich, married by licence.

The first of their children was almost certainly
registered at Dedham Church in Essex, a few miles
down the road from Ipswich:

Similar advertisements are repeated in 1744 and
1745. Nothing certain is known of any issue to the
marriage or the death of the husband or wife.
Bramford being only 21⁄2 miles north-west of Ipswich,
however an entry in the Register of St Matthew’s may
record the burial of both of them on the same day:

1702 September 30 John Folkard son of Jeremy and Susan

John did not survive the year, however, the same
church burials register records:
1703 August 17 John son of Jeremiah and Susan

1757. John and Ann ffolkard were buried Octobe 20th.

Two more sons followed, then a daughter:

The omission of the final r in October is one of many
instances which justify the conclusion that many
names spelt with a final e were pronounced after the
continental method, as in such a case as ffaulke for
ffaulker.
Possibly, later on in life, John left Bramford (no
record later than 1744 being there found of him) and
moved to Ipswich, in which case an entry in St
Matthew’s Register may refer to a son of his:

1703 March 7 Samuel son of Jeremiah and Susan
1705 Feb 23 John son of Jeremiah and Susan

The daughter’s birth was not recorded in Dedham
Church, but her death was:
1705 Feb 23 Susan daughter of Jeremiah

Quite possibly the second John did not survive long
either. The register tells of the burial of

1746. John ffolkard was buried (of the Small Pox) March
25th.

1707 Sept 25 John (of widdow Folkard)

22. Ann Folkard, a tenant of land in Bramford in 1798,
for which she was taxed 8 shillings was probably a
daughter named after the mother.
23. Edmund ffolkard, of Laxfield, was probably a son
of Edmund, of Ashfield, by his wife Maria Salter (No 4
Ashfield Settlement). His earliest found mention
comes in 1675 when, as Edmund ffoker, he paid on
seven hearths in Laxfield. On the 25 January 1688, he

This entry raises the question of Jeremiah’s death.
The entry has not been found in any of the
surrounding parishes, but if this item refers to Susan
he must have died at around the early age of 35.
However, I am inclined to think this is not the John
in question. Two more entries fit these names better.
The Register records the deaths of:
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1750 Mar 14 Susan Fokard aged widow

The Saxmundham Register also records:

1750 Aug 23 John Foucher middle-aged man

Births
1733 Nov 9 Jeremiah, son of Jeremiah and Elizabeth Folkard,
bpt November 9, 1733

which are more likely to be the mother and son,
despite the variations in spelling. I believe Jeremiah
and Susan to be the parents of two more off-spring
whose births have never been found. Robert, born
1720, from information recorded on his tombstone in
East Bergholt Church, and Jeremiah, who died in 1784,
three years before Robert. There is no proof, just the
usual clues, but the link-ups are as strong as any. The
one snag is that there is a gap between 1705 and 1720
in children born to Jeremiah and Susan, but this could
be because they had left the district for a while,
returning several years later. Two deaths in three
births could well have made them yearn for a fresh
beginning.
In 1786, Sarah Ham was a witness at the marriage
between Thomas Folkard and Elizabeth King, a vital
linking of the two families is all the evidence we have
to go on. It is this which has convinced me that
Jeremiah and Susan, apparently resident at Dedham
over these years are the founders of the East Bergholt
settlement. To have another married couple named
Jeremiah and Susan in the same family inside a few
miles carries coincidence beyond the realm of
credibility.

1736 Sep 26 Elizabeth, daughter of Jeremiah and Elizabeth
Folkard bapt Sept 26, 1736•
1742 Sep 30 John, son of Jeremiah and Elizabeth Folkard
bapt September 30, 1742•
1751 Oct 1 James, son of Jeremiah and Sarah Folkard bapt
October 1, 1751•
Marriages
1747 Jan 29 James White and Susan ffolkard married January
29 1747•
Burials
1745 May 21 Elizabeth Folkard buried May 21st, 1745•
1751 Mar 27 Jeremy Folkard buried March 27, 1751•
Souces: •=Arthur Crouch Folkard
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THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

THE FAMILY OF JOHN FOLKARD
OF FRAMLINGHAM HALL (1)

WILLIAM = Julyan
Bedfield

ACF 1890

THOMAS = Alyce …
Bedfield
ROBERT
= Elizabeth Keene
Debenham
THOMAS
= Grace Moris
Framlingham
JEREMIAH = Martha …
Gosbeck
SAMUEL = Mary
Gosbeck
JEREMIAH = Maria Booth
JEREMIAH = Elizabeth Broom

56

Mary Manthorp = JOHN
= Mary Weekes
1742-1823
m1778
d 1815

ELIZABETH = John Crouch
1779-1804
1767-1812

ALFRED WILLIAM = Elizabeth ROBERT
HARRIS
CROUCH
Self
1810-81
1817-76 1825-26
m 1840

HARRY FRANK
RINGER 1848-61
WALTER
1857
1842

ALFRED =
SUTTON
1844-90
m 1873

ELIZA
HARRIS
1814-53

JOHN =
1782-

WILLIAM = Diana
MARIA
1784-1831
Harris
1786
m 1809
1793-1858 JAMES
1787-88

LOUISA ANN DIANA = Captain
1821-30 1812-63
Rillardon

CAROLINE = John
1815Colles
m 1855

MARIA = . . .
1787- Kemp

SARAH
= James Dudley
1791-1865 Ringer
m1826
1796-1851

AUGUSTUS = Jane
1822Wilson
m 1846

SARAH
OCTAVIUS = . . .
1817-18
1827-70
MARY ANN d Australia
1820-25

JAMES = Eliza
1790Spore
m 1829

SUSAN = Michael
1795Dennant
m1821

ELIZA = William
m1862 Petit

MARTHA = Edmund
m1866
Page
HARRIET
b Melbourne

Frances
Antoinette
Simpson
1842-89

EMILY
= James AUGUSTUS
ELIZABETH Stewart 18471846Ringer
m 1868

EDWARD = Caroline
CHARLES
Seth
NAPIER
1849-

FRANCOIS
EDME
1850-

JANE = James
1854Bryden
m 1875

ROBERT
MARTYN
1856-82

ALMA
= . . . . CHARLES JAMES
FLORENCE Zanck STUART
18651857
d 1863
PERCY
1867-
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THE FAMILY OF JOHN FOLKARD
OF FRAMLINGHAM HALL (2)

WILLIAM = Julyan
Bedfield

REVISED SEPTEMBER 1994

THOMAS = Alyce …
Bedfield
ROBERT
= Elizabeth Keene
Debenham
THOMAS
= Grace Moris
Framlingham
JEREMIAH = Martha …
Gosbeck
SAMUEL = Mary
Gosbeck
JEREMIAH = Maria Booth
JEREMIAH = Elizabeth Broom
Mary Manthorp = JOHN
= Mary Weekes
1740-46
1742-1823 See separate tree
m 1764

Sarah
= DANIEL = Elizabeth Cope
Bishop
1742-1833 d 1838
1761-94
m 1795
m 1791

MARY ELIZABETH = John Crouch
1765-1801
1767-1812
m 1789

GEORGE
L 1820

GEORGE = Louisa CAROLINE = Robert
Hannah = JOHN = Martha
1810-66
COPE
Baxter
Corbett 1815-65
Charles
Crouch
m 1835
1811-75
Hannam JP 1797-1853 1797-1863 1819-85
Charlotte = DANIEL
= Sarah Ridley
Crouch
MANTHORP JP 1801-1881
1794-1827 1792-1858
m 1815
CLEMENT
DANIEL
= Mary
1830
MANTHORP Alice
1834-71
Bradbury
m1859
GEORGE = Louisa AUGUSTUS JOHN = Louisa
FREDERICK Fanny 1819-20
BAXTER Mary
1824-84
Allen
CHARLOTTE 1818-87
Baxter
m 1859
1837- ANN 1821
1816-42
MARY ELIZABETH
1822

LOUISA MARY
ANN 1882
CHARLOTTE
1854

ROSINA = Frank David
1858Marriot
m 1879
1851-

Evelyn 1881
Claude 1885
Basil 1887
Manthorp 1891

RICHARD MANTHORP = Ann Jessop
1771-1808

JOHN
1768
d bef 1872

GORDON
MANTHORP
1860-

Caroline = CHARLES = Caroline
Aldous
1801-72
Crouch
1802-29
1809m 1830

HENRY = Elizabeth
1802-27 Ann Ray
m 1824 1804-73

JAMES = Sarah
RICKMAN Jones
1804-51
m 1828

RICHARD = Frances
1805-88
Wingrave
1813-72

WILLIAM = Frances
1807-36 Elizabeth
m 1833
Cobbett
d 1892

JOSEPH
= Catherine
CHRISTMAS Cassell
18081817-74
m 1835

FREDERICK = Amelia
1818-82
Turner
m 1843

WILLIAM
1834-57

ARTHUR
CROUCH
1836-95=
Frances
Sullivan
m1856

ERNEST
BENT
1870-

SARAH
1828-52 =
Robert
Cordy
Baxter
m1848

ADELAIDE
CAROLINE
1832-58 =
Charles
Botten
m 1856

Emma 1849
Adelaide 1850
John 1851

EDMUND = Mary
DANIEL
CHARLES = Ann
1821-78
French BAXTER BAXTER
Dymond
m 1847 1820-47 1834-78
1832-76
ELIZABETH
m 1857
unknown
ELLEN
unknown

EMILIE
CAROLINE
1839-61 =
1. James
Gideon
2. Thomas
Kennelly

Charles K
1863

Charles
JOHN
= Ellen
EDMUND
WILLIAM Winchester 18491844m 1871

CAROLINE
MARY 1858
ELEANOR
ROSETTA 1859
FLORENCE
EMILIE 1861

CLARA
ROBERTA
1843-76 =
John Proby
Williams

Charles
John
Folkard
1880

HENRY
1826-81
MRCP
(Lond) =
Julia
Bracewell
1827-60

JAMES
HENRY
RICKMAN MARIA
d 1877 =
Sarah
Caroline

JULIA
HENRY
= Marion
BRACEWELL TENNYSON Harrison
1849
1850
1852
HORACE
EASTER
1852

See John of Formby Tree
for more detail

ELIZABETH
1853
MARY
HOWARD
1854

MATILDA
1836-39
CATHERINE
1837
JOSEPH P
1839-50
HERBERT
1843-27
AUGUSTA
1841
ADA
1844
JOSEPHINE
1844
MADELINE
1846
GERALD G F
1848-59
GERTRUDE
1856

ELIZABETH
1798-1810
MARY
1799-1800
SARAH
1812-13

EDWARD = Jane
FREDERICK
1846-88
Watkins 1848
m 1872 AMELIA
1850

EDWARD
FREDERICK
1874
HERBERT
CHARLES
1875

GIFFORD
1877
PERCY G
1879
JENNIE E
1884

The Family of John Folkard
of Framlingham Hall

no children of the marriage when he died three years
later, 15 March, 1862. Emilie was obviously much
travelled, she married Thomas Francis Kennelly at
Dunedin, New Zealand on 2 April, 1862, and their son
Charles Francis was born at Kobe, Japan, on 10 January,
1869. Emilie died on 17 January, 1881, her son was lost
at sea in 1890.
William Folkard 1784-1831, son of John and Mary
Weekes, married Diana Harris 1793-1858, in 1809. She
was the niece of Dr Davis, then the Provist of Eton, and
was a Ward in Chancery. Their daughter, Ann Diana
1812-63 married Captain Rillardon of the French Army,
who was a Chevalier Legion d’Honeur. Octavius,
Ann’s brother, 1827-70, emigrated to Australia, and
settled in Melbourne. His wife’s name remains
unknown, but he had a daughter, Harriet, born in the
same city.
Alfred Sutton Folkard 1844-90, son of Alfred William
and Elizabeth Self, married Frances Antoinette
Simpson, a widow (nee Barry) in 1873. Frances died at
Georgetown, Demerara on 29 April, 1889. Alfred a year
later on 13 October, 1890, in British Guiana. Frances
was not the only Folkard to die in Demerara. Twelve
years earlier, Florence Emilie, daughter of Charles
Baxter Folkard and Ann Dymond had died there aged
only six months old.
Robert Daniel Folkard 1847-1933, son of Richard and
Frances Wingrave married Ella Hollister in New York
on 2 October, 1879. Their son, Richard Hollister was
born in New York on 28 September, 1883, but died in
England less than a year later, on 28 April, 1884. Two
daughters were also born in America: Margaret Louise
on 28 June, 1885 at Long Island, and Ella Frances, also
at Long Island, on 20 June 1887. Both daughters died at
Bromley; Margaret 11 July, 1973, Ella 21 January, 1965.

John Folkard (No 16 Framlingham) was the son of
Jeremiah and Elizabeth Broom. He was born in 1742
and married twice: to Mary Manthorp (1740-76) and,
after she had died, to Mary Weekes (1753-1815). John
died on 20 February, 1823. The information printed
below is gleaned from contributions made over the
years by various members of the family.
Mary Elizabeth Folkard 1765-1801 married John
Crouch on 15 December 1789. After she had died, John
Crouch married his sister-in-law Elizabeth Folkard
(1779-1812) on 29 January, 1804.
Daniel 1769-1833, married twice, first to Sarah Bishop,
who died in 1794 having produced a single child
Daniel Manthorp in 1792. This son Daniel was
obviously well respected in the community as he
became a JP. He too married twice, first to Charlotte
Crouch, and then to Sarah Ridley. From this second
marriage he produced, Daniel Manthorp 1834-71,
who died at Calcutta on 28 December, and Arthur
Crouch Folkard was born on 12 February 1836. He
married Frances Sullivan on 6 December, 1856 and
worked in the Ceylon Civil Service. In 1890, he
published the magnificent Monograph of the Folkard
Families of Suffolk in three parts, in which he collated
and extended earlier family pedigrees together with
his own research. These three parts form the basis of
the Suffolk section of this present volume. He died in
London on 26 December 1896.
Emilie Caroline Folkard 1839-81, daughter of Charles
Folkard and Caroline (Crouch), married twice: first to
James Haines Gideon on 19 July, 1859, and there were

Left: Signature of Daniel Folkard, second son of John
Folkard, of Framlingham Hall, 1820.

Left Signature of Daniel Manthorp Folkard, eldest son of
Daniel Folkard, 1857.
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JEREMIAH = Martha …
Gosbeck
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JEREMIAH = Sara Cook
Ipswich
JEREMIAH = Susan Ham
Ipswich

Frances Browne = 1.FRANCIS =Rachel Salter
= Mary Barker

2. ROBERT = Sarah Barker
E Berg

9. JEREMIAH = Sarah Pitt
1745-1809 m 1769

JOHN
ROBERT
1754(?)
1746-1806
Manningtree Dedham

THOMAS
1747-54

SARAH
b&d 1749

3. JAMES = Susanna
1750-89 Harvey
E Berg

FRANCIS
bp 1688

1. Eliza Betts = 5. FRANCIS = Anna
1773-93
1757-1836 . . . .
m 1793

REBECCA
1752ELIZABETH
1754

JEREMIAH 10. WILLIAM = Mary SARAH 12. ROBERT = Mary
= Sarah
JAMES 15. JOHN
1769-87
1780-1849 Dearsley
1771-1847 Taylor 1775-91
1776
Kilbourne 1778
m1797

Eliza King = 7. THOMAS = Anne Staines
1759-1825
1766-97
1755-1829
See page 142

JAMES 4. WILLIAM = Sarah
1785-6
1789
Tillet
SUSAN
1787
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Hannah = 6. FRANCIS = Jane Tozer
Dunthorne
1794-1861 m1837
m1828
= Mary
Eveson
(No issue)

ROBERT
1795
WILLIAM
1797

ISABELLA
1798-1844
JOHN HENRY
1799-1829

FRANCIS
MARIA

MARY 11. JOHN = Eliza 13. ROBERT = Elizabeth
1803
Gunn
Ablewhite
1799
WILLIAM
GEORGE 1802-05
2 sons
base
2 daught
WILLIAM
born
1807
MARY
1813-16
SARAH
1811

JOHN
1819

MARY
1802
WILLIAM
1804
SARAH
1809

14. HENRY = Mary
1832
Astor

ELIZABETH
1811
SUSANNA
1813-31
WILLIAM
1816-24

JOHN
1805
SARAH
1808-09
SARAH
1809-29
MARY
1810-29

SARAH JAMES = Rose
HARVEY Chapman
1819
WILLIAM
TILLET
See page 198
1821-37
ELLEN
SUSANNA
1824-29

HENRY
COLEMAN
1825
FREDERICK
1827-28
FREDERICK
THOMAS
1829-49

EMMA
1836

MARY ANN ELIZA = Walter
JANE
Neville
1858
m1881

EMILY
ASTOR
1860

EMILY = John
ASTOR Steadman
1861

HENRY = Hannah Delcia
ROBERT Woods
1863

ROBERT C
1888

HAROLD

WK

GEORGE
1831
HORACE
1832-39
SUSANNA
1834

ANNE
1829
= Jos
Syer

HANNAH
1829
=...
Hicks

1838
SARAH
1830-01 ELISABETH
GEORGE 1839
DUNTHORNE
1830-01

Settlement at East Bergholt

but we know nothing further about her. Perhaps
curiously, a daughter Sarah was born to Robert and
Sarah at Dedham, on 31 July, 1780. If she was the
daughter of these two parents she was born when the
mother was 50 years old. This is unlikely, but not
impossible, and there is no other mention of another
Robert and Sarah Folkard in the district. Sarah died
three months after her husband in 1787, and so both
were born and died in the same year.

We have already noted Terric Fulchred and his son
John through the register of the Abbey of St John the
Baptist at Colchester, which alludes to them both as
holding abbey lands situated at East Bergholt in 1154.
Obviously it was not part of a settlement though; for
the beginning of that we move forward to the latter
years of Elizabethan England, to Framlingham, where
Francis the son of Thomas and Grace (nee Moris) was
baptised in 1593. The earliest mention of a possible
Folkard in the East Bergholt church register is the
burial of Matthew Fookes on 22 April 1664.
1. Francis Folkard. Francis may have been the founder
of the East Bergholt line. The name of Francis is all too
numerous in the districts around East Bergholt, and
the task of placing them in the correct order has
proved insuperable. The Francis under review here is
the one who married Francis Browne of Brantham in
1685. He could well have been the first Folkard to
settle in the village, but his sojourn there was, I
believe, probably brief and tragic. On 20 November,
1686, Frances Browne was buried. She had married
her husband at Brantham on 26 November, 1685 and
presumably died in childbirth. In 1688 Francis
remarried, to Rachel, the daughter of Peter Salter of
Lavenham. Their son, Francis was born at East
Bergholt on 10 February, 1688, but tragedy struck
again within a year. Rachel seems not to have
recovered from the birth of Francis and was buried at
East Bergholt on 7 February, 1689. Two years later
Francis married for the third time in five years, the
register of Stoke-by-Nayland church recording:

Will
Robert ffolkard of East Bergholt, Suffolk, Carpenter:
8 January 1787. All his freehold messuages in East Bergholt
to his son ffrancis, and a copyhold messuage in Capel St
Mary to another son, Jeremiah ffolkard. Nine copyhold
houses in East Bergholt to testator's wife Sarah, for life, and
then to his sons Thomas and James, but subject to payment
of £70 to his son John ffolkard of Manningtree, Essex,
Innholder, and £30 to testator’s son Robert ffolkard, of
Dedham, Essex. Residue to be sold, and proceeds divided
equally between his wife and his surviving children. Wife
Sarah, and sons James and ffrancis, exors — Mark of testator
— Witnessed by J Phillips, John Ormes, and Thomas May —
Proved at East Bergholt, 17 April 1787.

3. James Folkard 1750-1789. Robert and Sarah’s sixth
child, was baptised on 20 June, 1750. He was left nine
copyhold houses in East Bergholt shared with his
brother Thomas after the death of his mother, which
occurred in 1787, only three months after his father.
James himself survived only another two years. We
know very little about him. He presumably spent his
life in the village, where he married Susanna Harvey
on 16 December, 1784. The ceremony was conducted
by one of the area’s most renowned ministers, the Rev
D Rhudde, whose neat meticulous entries in the births,
marriages and deaths registers at East Bergholt church
are a treat to read. Three children of the marriage have
been traced: James, born at East Bergholt on 20
November, 1785, was obviously a sickly child, being
hurriedly baptised the day after. He survived less than
a year, and was buried on 17 March, 1786. Susan was
born and died in 1787, but the third child, William,
born in 1789, lived on to marry Sarah Tillett, a
Colchester girl, in 1818. Shortly after William’s birth,
James died and was buried at Mistley on 7 July, 1789,
his will and death certificate describe his occupation as
‘carpenter’.

1690: Francis of East Bergholt to Mary Barker of Stoke-byNayland.

This is the last we hear of the unfortunate Francis.
There seems no way of linking him directly with the
other families of East Bergholt, and the logical
conclusion seems that he left the village upon his
marriage for a now unknown destination. And, we
can hope, a long, happily married life. No further
record of son Francis, his death, or that of his father or
Mary has been found.
2. Robert Folkard 1720-1787. The probable founder of
the East Bergholt settlement arrived in the district
perhaps upon his marriage to a Colchester girl, Sarah
Barker, in 1744. We do not know exactly when he
arrived or from whence he came, for the record of his
birth or baptism has not been traced despite
considerable searching. But we know from his will
(below) he was very wealthy. The inscription on his
tombstone in East Bergholt churchyard, now
unreadable, has been preserved inside the church and
informs us he died on 7 April, 1787, aged 67.
Therefore, 1720 must have been the year of his birth.
Robert was buried on 11 April, 1787, his burial entry
recording his father’s name as Jeremiah. This is almost
certainly — though not proven — the Jeremiah who
married Susan Ham at St Nicholas Church, Ipswich in
1699. My reasons for this deduction are set out under
the Framlingham settlement (No 24). Robert married
Sarah Barker on 29 February, 1744, at East Bergholt.
The baptismal record of the assumed first son, John,
has not been found, but he is mentioned in his father’s
will as ‘of Manningtree, Essex, Innholder’, (qv).
Jeremiah, his second son was baptised at Dedham on
2 June, 1745, and Robert a year later on 12 July 1746.
Robert and Jeremiah lived at Dedham.
A third son, Thomas, appears in the East Bergholt
register, the first of the couple’s children to have
appeared there, on 29 November, 1747. He was only
seven years old when buried there on 8 October, 1754.
The fourth child, Sarah, was baptised on 14 May 1749,

Will
I, James Folkard of Mistley in the county of Essex, carpenter,
being weak in body but of sound mind and memory do
make and publish this my last will and testament in manner
following. That is to say I do hereby nominate and appoint
my brother-in-law William Harvey of East Bergholt in the
county of Suffolk carpenter, to be trustee of and in this my
will and I do —— —— ——(?) authorise and impower him
my said trustee to sell and dispose of all my copyhold in
customary messuages —— —— . . . . —— —— and —— in
East Bergholt aforesaid for the ?? and for that ?? money that
can be reasonably promised for the ?? and the ?? arising by
further value so sales together with all my personal estate
and effects whatsoever and wheresoever and of what nature,
sort or kind soever that I shall die possessed of and in
anywise entitled unto and at the time of my decease. Also
payments of all my just debts and funeral expenses, I give. I
give and bequeath the same and every part thereof to my
loving wife Susan Folkard for her use and benefit and for the
supply of herself and family. To hold to her and her heirs
forever, and I do also hereby appoint her my said wife and
the said William Harvey the said executor of this will and
revoking all others I declare this to be my last will and
testament. In witness I have hereunder set and subscribed
my hand and ??? this thirtieth day of June in the year of our
Lord seventeen eighty-nine.
JAMES FOLKARD published and declared by the said
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testator to be his last will and testament in the presence of us
who have attended the same in his presence — Susan
Wright, Eliza Wright, Jo. Ambrose.

convenient place as hath been accustomed or as the
Ordinary shall direct’ for the service to begin. Further
links with this family can be found on page 199.

Proved the twentieth day of July in the year of our Lord
Seventeen eightynine. Before the Reverend Matthew
Thompson, cleric, ?? by that ?? of Susan Folkard, widowe,
Robert and William Harvey, brothers-in-law of the deceased,
and Thora Broughton.

Two more daughters of Robert and Sarah Barker
followed: Rebecca was baptised on 14 June, 1752, but
we know no more about her. Elizabeth, baptised
19 October, buried ten days later on 29 October, 1754.
5. Francis Folkard 1757-1836. Francis was Robert and
Sarah’s ninth child and sixth son. He was baptised at
East Bergholt on 5 June, 1757. In his father’s will he is
left the freehold messuages in the village, and is one of
the wills’ executors. Francis married twice: Elizabeth
Betts of East Bergholt on 10 June, 1793, and when she
died, presumably in childbirth, Anne (surname
unknown). We have traced four children of the
marriage with another, Isabella, a probable one.
Francis, named after his father, was born on
17 February and baptised on 9 March, 1794. Robert
who took his grandfather’s name was born on
20 September, baptised 8 October, but died 10 October,
1795. William also died within a year, born 9 June,
baptised 11 June and buried nine days later in 1797.
Isabella is something of a mystery. She has no known
entries anywhere in the East Bergholt registers, but her
tombstone in the village churchyard tells us she was
born in 1798 and died in 1844. These dates fit in
exactly with the time of Francis and Elizabeth Betts.
She remained unmarried, and as she was only 46
when she died, possibly her life was dogged by ill
health. There is no evidence of this of course, but her
tomb is remarkably small.
Finally John Henry, born 7 April, baptised 12 May,
1799. He, too, seems to have remained unmarried. He
died on 24 July 1829 and is buried in East Bergholt
churchyard, though his register entry describes him as
‘of St Marks, Kensington’. He was 30 years old.
Perhaps he was visiting his parents, quite possibly his
ailing stepmother, Anna, who herself died just after he
did, on 10 August 1829, aged 63. Her death certificate
that tells us her husband married twice: she is
‘stepmother to John Henry’ on it. Elizabeth Betts died
on 5 June, 1799, less than a month after giving birth to
John Henry.
6. Francis Folkard 1794-1861. Francis went one better
than his father and married three times. He was
baptised on 17 February 1794 and was probably the
most commercially successful of the East Bergholt
Folkard families. He is listed in the 1841 census as a
builder, then aged 45. Victorian East Bergholt published
by the East Bergholt Society (1986) describes the
Assignors of Francis Folkard as owning 26 houses,
none with much land, with a total rental value of
£126 16s 4d. Francis owned his house in Gaston Street,
and 13 cottages, the Society publication states, and it
seems reasonable to suggest that the builders and
carpenters (of the village) may have built or converted
cottages to rent as a speculation. Francis built the
original Burnt Oak school building, now demolished,
among others. He married his first wife, Hannah
Dunthorne at East Bergholt on 6 May, 1828. Hannah
was the sister of John Dunthorne, John Constable’s
studio assistant. A letter from Abram Constable to his
son John in 1828 refers to the wedding of Johnny
Dunthorne’s sister to ‘young Folkard’. Their first child,
born the following year, was Anne. Her birth entry has
not been found, but she is entered in the 1841 census
as being 12 years old. Curiously, Hannah’s entry is
there born and baptised on 21 March 1829. Hannah
also is 12 years old in the same census. Possibly there
is a clerical error there. Anne married Jospeh Syer in
the village on 1 November, 1859. Hannah married a
Mr Hicks, but we do not know where. Of the other
children of Francis and Hannah, Sarah was born
5 May, baptised 17 May, 1830 but died after nine

4. William Folkard 1789. James’ second son was
baptised at Mistley on 3 December, 1789, four months
after the death of his father. His mother married James
Clarke a year later on 5 April, 1791, and for a period of
eleven days William had a half-sister Harriet who died
at the end of that short period and was buried on
21 August, 1794, Mistley Register records. In 1818
William married Sarah Tillett of Colchester, and ten
children of the marriage have been traced. The couple
lived in The Park House, East Bergholt. We can do no
better than reprint the entries in the family bible of
Robert Folkard of Berkhampsted, regarding this part
of the family.
Transcriptions from Robert's Family Bible
Sarah Folkard: born Tuesday the 15th day of June 1819, at
6 o'clock in ye evening privately baptised 20th June 1819 and
christened at East Bergholt Church 6th October 1819.
William Tillett Folkard: born Friday the 5th January 1821 at
1
⁄2 past 4 o'clock in ye morning privately baptised 16th Jany
1821 christened at East Bergholt (died 24th May 1837 at
4 o'clock afternoon)
James Harvey Folkard: born Tuesday the 3rd December 1822
at 3 o'clock in ye afternoon privately baptised at East Bergholt.
Ellen Susanna Folkard: born Monday 28th June 1824 at 1⁄2
past 6 o'clock in ye evening. Christened at East Bergholt.
Died the 26th December 1829 at 1⁄2 past 12 o'clock in ye
morning. Buried 30th December 1829.
Henry Coleman Folkard: born Saturday 19th November, 1825 at
10 o'clock at night. Baptised and christened at East Bergholt.
Frederic Folkard (died): born Saturday 13th October 1827 at
3 o'clock in ye afternoon privately baptised 10th November and
died 3rd March 1828. Buried 7th March 1828.
Frederick Thomas Folkard: born Sunday 1st February 1829 at
12 o'clock in the day. Privately baptised 25th July 1829. Died 5th
October 1849 at 9 o'clock in ye morning. Buried at Mistley, Essex.
George Folkard: born Friday 28th January 1831 at 1⁄2 past 3 o'clock
in the afternoon. Privately baptised 5th Dec 1832.
Horace Folkard: born Sunday 11th November 1832 at 2 o'clock in
the morning. Privately baptised 5th December 1832, died 7th
December 1859, buried at Brentwood 12th December.
Susanna Folkard: born Wednesday 22nd October 1834 at
10 o'clock at night, privately baptised 17th November.

Three months after the birth of William on 5 January,
1821, a letter from Abram Constable to his painter son
John, in London, tells of an incident in the village
where “Mrs William Folkard, from the Park House,
was refused a church service after walking two miles
on a cold morning and told to come back in the
afternoon”. The Rev John Gale made himself very
unpopular in the family circle after this episode.
Churching was a form of religious thanksgiving after
birth for the safe delivery of a child. It has now gone
largely out of fashion, but for her visit to the Rev Gale,
Sarah would have been expected to come into the
church decently apparrelled, and kneel down in ‘some
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Left: South Archway and Ruined Tower, East Bergholt
Church, painted by John Constable. There is a square of
Folkard graves in the churchyard. The Constables were
on friendly terms with the Folkards, and Hannah married
John Constable’s studio assistant, John Dunthorne.
Above: Burnt Oak School, now demolished, built by
Francis Folkard, East Bergholt’s largest builder during the
early Victorian period.
months, being buried 15 February, 1831. The life of
George Dunthorne was even shorter. He was born
10 July, baptised 7 September, died 12 September aged
six weeks in 1831. A letter from a Mr Whalley to John
Constable refers to ‘Hannah losing her child’. It would
seem Hannah never recovered from the birth of
George, for she herself died on 12 April, 1833, aged 33,
and was buried four days later in East Bergholt
churchyard. This event is also recalled in the
Constable correspondence, where John Constable, in a
letter to Thomas Dunthorne, sends his condolences.
On 23 November, 1837, Francis married a tailoress,
Jane Tozer, a spinster ‘of full age’ at East Bergholt.
There were two children of the marriage, Francis, born
16 November, baptised privately 16 December, 1838,
and Elisabeth Rosamond, born 22 December, 1839,
baptised 27 December 1840, unless, as seems probable,
the clerk got his dates mixed. Possibly Jane, too,
suffered from the birth of Elisabeth. No death entry of
her has been found but she is not listed in the 1841
census in Gaston Street with her husband. And as a
Francis, widower, married Mary Eveson, on 1 May,
1847, it is safe to conclude Jane died also. Mary Eveson
was 51 at the time of her marriage so it is not
surprising there was no issue. Her occupation is listed
as Housekeeper, on her marriage licence, quite
possibly to Francis, which could well explain the
necessity of a further marriage. Victorian respectability
knew no bounds, least of all in a small village!
The 1841 census describes Francis as a builder.
When his first child was born in 1829 and
subsequently through to the birth of Elisabeth
Rosamond ten years later, the church register gives his
occupation as carpenter. By the time of the 1851
census, Francis, still living in Gaston Street, is a
carpenter employing eight men. Ann and Hannah are
both “at home” aged 22, Elisabeth is “a scholar” and
Elizabeth Eveson — shades of his later wife? — is a
servant from Portsea, Hampshire. The set-up has
changed by the time of the 1861 census. Francis, still a
carpenter, employs three men and a boy, has become
67 years old, Mary a year older than he, instead of the
younger two years earlier. Jane Clark, aged 24 is a
house servant, from South Langham near Bury. Ann
and Hannah have married, Elisabeth has died (1857).
Francis himself died shortly after this census was

taken, and his death brought this particular line to an
end.
7. Thomas Folkard 1759-1825. Thomas was the ninth
child of Robert and Sarah Barker, the seventh son. He
was baptised at East Bergholt on 1 July 1759. His
profession is unrecorded, but he was probably a
carpenter or builder. From his father’s will (1747) he
shared nine copyhold houses in the village with his
brother James, so he was obviously well-off. Thomas
was twice married: first to Elizabeth King, a local girl,
on 3 October, 1786, and luckily one of his witnesses
was one Sarah Ham, whose presence on this day
afforded the invaluable clue that linked the families
together at Ipswich and helped identify his father
Robert’s parentage, and where he came from.
There were six children of the marriage discovered,
but the death rate was high. The first, a daughter, Lucy
born in 1789 lived but one month. Susanna born in
1791 lived a year, and Joseph, born in 1792 lived
20 weeks. Another Susanna, born in 1794, survived
two months and Maria, in 1797, 13 days. This last
seems to have proved too much for Elizabeth, who
herself died on 25 November, 1797 aged 31 years.
However, ironically enough, two years previously, on
6 November, 1795 she had given birth to another
Joseph who alone would carry on the family name and
live until his 90s! On 10 June 1793, Thomas was a
witness to the marriage of his brother Francis to
Elizabeth Betts at East Bergholt and on 3 November,
1801 he was again himself married, this time to Anne
Staines, a 46 years old local spinster. Anne outlived
her husband who died on 7 July, 1825 at the age of 66.
Anne herself died on 5 November, 1829, aged 74. Both
are buried in East Bergholt churchyard.
8. Joseph Folkard 1795. Joseph, the one surviving
child of the above marriage, was born on 6 November,
1795 at East Bergholt, and baptised there 23 days later.
He was evidently a man who could turn his hand to
anything, doubtless an advantage in the community in
the Victorian era when one had to adapt to the
fluctuations of fortune inherent in a small village life.
There is no record of his first marriage: he, too, seems
to have married twice, both times to a woman with the
same christian name. The 1831 church register at East
Bergholt records the birth of his son, Thomas and
describes Joseph as a maltster. Indeed, the births of his
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children Elizabeth Ann 1832, Joseph 1834, Georgiana
1836 and William 1839 all list him as a maltster. When
a second Thomas was born in 1841, his father is a
jobber. That same year the first census in Victorian
Britain has him as a farmer. During the next ten years,
times apparently got harder. The 1851 census calls him
an agricultural labourer, living with his sons Jospeh,
William and Thomas, but there is no mention of his
wife Elizabeth. It is possible she died in childbirth with
Thomas in 1848, which would explain her absence.
Georgiana, then aged 15 is not in the house at the time
either, though she could have been at school. When
Joseph’s son Joseph married in 1858, the wedding
certificate has him as a carter, and when daughter
Georgiana placed her mark on the certificate upon
marrying East Bergholt labourer David Jennings on
Christmas Day 1857, Joseph’s occupation was not
given. Joseph himself is missing from the 1861 census.
His son Joseph still lives in the same house in what has
been renamed Porter Shop Lane. There is no
indication of where Joseph is, but he was at the
wedding of his son Thomas to Ann Sarah Minns in
1868, when he was an Innkeeper. Three years later the
1871 census records him as living in Porter Shop Lane,
where he is a retired Farmer, now 75 and has a wife,
another Elizabeth. But as this one is 13 years his junior,
instead of ten as the first Elizabeth, one assumes
another marriage. To marry someone of the same
christian name is not all that odd. As he seems to have
attended all his children’s marriages, he appears to
have been always in touch, possibly farming around,
or odd jobbing! In the 1881 census, Joseph and
Elizabeth live in Ipswich Road, East Bergholt —
probably the name of the road changed, not the abode.
Road names were changed around this time. Once
again Joseph is a retired farmer, now aged 85,
Elizabeth is 72 and there is an unmarried lodger,
George Pascal, aged 36 an agricultural labourer from
the village.
This family continued in Essex when Joseph’s son,
Joseph moved to Colchester. See page 143.
9. Jeremiah Folkard 1745-1809. Jeremiah, the second
child and second son of Robert and Sarah Barker was
baptised at East Bergholt on 2 June 1745. He was left a
copyhold messuage in Capel St Mary in this father’s
will in 1787. He married Sarah Pitt at East Bergholt on
11 April, 1769, and six children of the marriage have
been recorded: Jeremiah, born/baptised 8 October,
1769, buried 1 April, 1787 aged 18 years, both at East
Bergholt; William, see next entry; Sarah baptised
19 March, 1775 buried 14 October, 1791 aged 15, both
East Bergholt; Robert see entry below; James, baptised
East Bergholt 26 April, 1778, death unknown, and
John, see further entry below.
Jeremiah died at East Bergholt and was buried in the
churchyard there on 8 December, 1809, aged 64 years.
10. William Folkard 1771-1844. William, Jeremiah and
Sarah’s second son was born at East Bergholt on
4 August, 1771. He was a labourer, and married Mary
Taylor, a Langham girl, at Langham in May 1797. As
neither could write, both made their mark on the
certificate, as did John, presumably William’s brother,
as a witness. There were seven children recorded:
Maria, baptised 2 April, 1799 at Dedham. She had a
base-born child, George, who was born 18 May, 1817
at Dedham. He was baptised there on 20 June, 1820.
Nothing else has been found of their subsequent
history.
Mary was baptised on 27 May, 1800 at Dedham but
buried at Ardleigh two years later, on 9 August, 1802.
William followed, baptised 30 May 1802 at Ardleigh,
buried there 24 November, 1805. John, see entry
below. William born 18 August, baptised 15 September,
1807, at Dedham and buried there on 29 December,
1824. He was possibly a victim of the smallpox

epidemic that was sweeping the county at the time.
Mary was baptised on 7 March, 1813 and buried there
on 8 December, 1816 and finally Sarah, who was
baptised on 9 June, 1811 at Dedham. Sarah remained
unmarried as far as we can tell: she was certainly still
single, aged 30, at the time of the 1841 census, when
she was employed as a servant to Susan Savage of
Dedham.
11. John Folkard 1804- John was the fourth child,
second son, of William and Mary Taylor. He was
baptised at Ardleigh on 25 March, 1804, and married
Elizabeth Gunn, of Dedham, in her parish church, on
27 January, 1842. Elizabeth was the daughter of Isaac
Gunn a labourer, John’s father is a gardener on the
marriage certificate. The couple had apparently had
two sons and two daughters, but no further details are
known.
12. Robert Folkard 1776- Jeremiah and Sarah’s fourth
child, their third son, Robert was born at East Bergholt
on 27 October, 1776. He married Mary Kilbourne
apparently; no wedding certificate has been found, we
have to thank the Rev Rhudde of East Bergholt for
recording the fact that Robert, born on 26 December,
1799 and baptised on 20 March, 1800 had a Mary
Kilbourne for his mother. Other children were all born
and died (where known) at East Bergholt.
Mary born 26 April, baptised 13 June, 1802.
William born 15 August, baptised 16 September,
buried 27 September, 1804, aged six weeks.
Sarah born 25 July, baptised 3 September 1809.
Elizabeth born 10 September and baptised publicly on
19 December, 1811.
Susanna born 13 November, 1813, baptised 27
February, 1814, buried 1 January, 1831, 17 years of age.
William born 21 September, baptised 20 October,
1816, buried 25 January, 1837, 20 years old.
We have not found the date of the deaths of either
Robert or Mary Kilbourne.
13. Robert Folkard 1799- Robert, a carpenter, Robert
and Mary Kilbourne’s first son and the only one to
carry the name forward into the next generation was
born at East Bergholt on 26 December, 1799, and
baptised there on 20 March 1800. He married
Elizabeth Ablewhite at East Bergholt on 31 August,
1819 and there are three recorded children of the
marriage, all registered at East Bergholt.
John born 16 December, 1819 baptised 23 April, 1820.
Henry born 27 April, baptised 27 May, 1832.
Emma born 23 December, 1836, baptised 24 March,
1837.
14. Henry Folkard 1832- There has been no further
information unearthed about John and Emma. Henry,
who became a publican married a Mary, surname
unknown, but probably Astor. No certificate has been
found. Five children have been recorded, all born and
baptised at East Bergholt.
Mary Ann baptised 24 June, 1858.
Elizabeth Jane baptised 30 November, 1859. Elizabeth
married Walter Neville, a blacksmith at East Bergholt
on 8 November, 1881, where Henry is described as a
carpenter.
Emily Astor, baptised 10 September, 1861. Emily
married John Steadman, a bricklayer at East Bergholt
on 12 November 1887, where Henry again is a
carpenter.
Henry Robert, 1 January, 1863. Henry married
Hannah Delcia Woods of East Bergholt, daughter of
Robert Woods, a “gentleman”. In the 1891 census,
Henry, a carpenter lives with Hannah in Manningtree
Road, East Bergholt, where they have three children,
Robert C four years old, Harold, no age given, and
WK a daughter, no age given. There is a servant,
Marie Sage, who is described also as a monthly nurse.
15. John Folkard 1780-1849. John was the sixth child,
fifth son of Jeremiah and Sarah Pitt. He was baptised
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at East Bergholt on 6 February, 1780. He married Sarah
Dearsley around 1804, but no record of the marriage
has been found. The birth of four children are in East
Bergholt register:
John born 30 August, baptised publicly 2 September,
received into church 25 September, 1805.
Sarah born 25 November, 1808, baptised 23 January,
buried 2 April, 1809, aged three months.
Sarah born 1809, died 27 March 1829, aged 20 years.
Mary born 20 October, baptised 19 November, 1810,
died 14 June, buried 19 June 1829, aged 18 years.

be included in the first national Census of 1841, but he
must have been visibly on the way! And ten years later
the 1851 Census records him as still at East Bergholt
with father Joseph and brothers Joseph and William,
and lodger Robert Tricker, 19, from Raydon. No
mention is made of his mother, who could have been
away at the time, but more likely she had died after
giving birth to him or through the after effects of it.
There is no mention of Thomas or his family in the
1861 Census, so they had presumably left the village.
But he must have remained in the area: he married
Ann Sarah Minns at East Bergholt on 13 August, 1868,
and his marriage certificate describes him as a bachelor
of East Bergholt. His profession is a Carrier, his father
Joseph an Innkeeper. Ann is an East Bergholt spinster
whose father John is a farmer. Both bride and groom
are 26. By the 1871 Census, Thomas is listed as a Beer
Retailer, in Gaston Street, with wife Sarah, son Thomas
2, and daughter Georgiana 9 months. There are two
lodgers: William Wass, 44 an unmarried drover from
the village and 80 year old Thomas Dancox, retired
from the Inland Revenue, from Stone House in
Gloucester. Two years earlier on the birth certificate of
his son Thomas William, on 6 June, 1869, Thomas is
described as a shoemaker, so he could clearly
improvise in the manner of so many Victorians, when
jobs were scarce. On 4 October, 1870 the birth certificate
of daughter Virginia Georgiana he is a publican, as on
the certificate of daughter Anne, born 6 August, 1871.
There is no record found of the birth of son Charles
(1873) or daughter Rosa (1875): our knowledge of these
two comes from the 1881 Census. When daughter Lucy
Mary was born on 25 October 1874, Thomas is a
carpenter, an Innkeeper by the time of the birth of son
Francis on 11 June, 1877, and on 17 March, 1878, on the
birth certificate of son Alfred he is again a bootmaker.
Evidently being a bootmaker satisfied him, or it was a
lucrative trade for the 1881 and 1891 Censuses also
describe him thus.

Thus 1829 was a disastrous year for John’s family. He
lost Sarah on 27 March, his second daughter Mary on
14 June and his wife Sarah on 4 October. John himself
lived until 5 March, 1849 when he died aged 69 and
was buried with his family in East Bergholt
churchyard.
Thomas born 21 January, baptised 10 February, 1831,
buried 10 March 1832 at East Bergholt. 13 months.
Elizabeth Ann born 17 February, baptised 26 February,
1832, buried 21 October, 1837. 5 years.
Georgiana born 5 August, baptised 25 September,
1836. Georgiana married David Jennings, an East
Bergholt labourer on 17 October, 1858.
William born 25 June baptised 18 August, 1839.
William was only two years at the time of the first
Census in 1841, was still at East Bergholt for the 1851
Census, but then disappeared with the others of his
family for 1861. He reappeared in the 1871 Census, as
they did, but, though still unmarried at the age of 31,
he lived apart from them. He had 21 year old Emily
Boyden as his housekeeper. Both are missing from the
1881 Census and nothing further is known. William
was a carrier by profession.
16. Thomas Folkard 1841-? Thomas was the eighth son
of Joseph (8) and Elizabeth, his first wife. He was born
at East Bergholt on 23 August, and baptised by the Rev
Clarke on 2 October, 1841. He was not born in time to

Right: Joseph Folkard 1837-1910. Joseph was born in East
Bergholt but left some time in the 1860’s to settle in Colchester.
Below: Thomas Folkard ran a carter’s service from East Bergholt
to London, among his clients being members of the Constable
family.
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THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK
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Bedfield
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Bedfield
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Bedfield

Elizabeth Keene = ROBERT = Margaret Folkard
Debenham

See Rattlesden
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4. ROBERT = . . . ?
d 1627

3. WILLIAM = Susan . . . ?
d 1684
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MARY = . . . .
JOHN = . . .
Graystone
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5. ROBERT
L 1629

JOHN
ELIZABETH = Sill Reeve

SUSAN = Ralph Sayer

Witnessed by John ffacebrowne and William Stebbinge. —
Proved at Soham 17 May 1618.

Settlement at Earl Soham
(includes branches at Sweffling and Winston)

Will
Alice ffolkard of Earl Soham, Widow. 26 December 1623. To
Rose Wyard of Earl Soham, her goddaughter, 20 shillings.
To John, son of Randolph Wyard, 20 shillings. To Alice
Smith, her servaent, £2. To John, son of Humphry Wyard of
Saxted, 20 shillings. To Elizeabeth “Wyot”, daughter of
Humphry Wyard of Saxted, 20 shillings. To ffynett “Wyett”
of “framlingham at the castel widdowe”, 40 shillings. To
John “Wyett”, son of the last named, 40 shillings. To ffrancis
“Wyett”, another son, 20 shillings, and to her daughter Mary
“Wyett”, 20 shillings. To “Soperhe” (?Sophy) Wyard and
Edward Wyard of Wickham Market 20 shillings each. To
Elizeabeth Dumfrey, wife of Lawrence Dumfrey of
Framsden, 20 shillings. To Margaret, wife of Thomas Turner
of Earl Soham, 10 shillings. To Robert, son of John Drane of
Earl Soham, 10 shillings. Many other legacies to Jolleys,
Smiths, more Wyards, Sparrowes and Rumsey. To William
ffolkard of Sweffling, “my son-in-law”, (?stepson)
50 shillngs. To the poor of Earl Soham 20 shillings. Clothing
and bedding to Alice Smith her servant and many other
legacies of the same character. Randolph Wyard and
William ffarebrowne of Earl Soham executors. Witnessed by
George Russla (?Russell), John Wyett, ffrancis Woode, and
Susan Cowpre. Proved at Wickham 10 January 1627.

1. William ffolkard, of Earl Soham, was son of Robert,
of Debenham (No. 1) by his first marriage with
Elizabeth Keene. Named in the will of his grandfather,
Thomas of Bedfield (No. 3 of that Line), (1543), as then
being under 16 years of age. He is also mentioned in
his uncle Thomas’s will (1555).
The will of his widow tells us that he married twice,
her stepson, William ffolkard, of Sweffling being
named in it. An entry in the Register of Gosbeck may
refer to William’s first wife.
Baptism of William, the son of William ffulkard and Borrit
his wife, 20 October 1611.

Of Borritt, his first wife, we know nothing but her
name. His second wife was Alice, and, from the
number of Wyards named as legatees, probably she
was of that family. She survived her husband — by
whom apparently she had no issue — and died late in
1626, her will being dated 1623.
In 1603 William paid a Subsidy of 14 pence for land
valued at 15 shillings in Earl Soham. His deposition
was taken as to the customs of that parish 4 April, 1609
in the case of ffrancis fookes vs William ffolkerd and
Nicholas Deve, relating to the payment of tithes to the
plaintiff, rector of Earl Soham. The defendants plea
was that they desired to pay in kind, not in money as
demanded by the plaintiff. His will (1618) indicates
that he must have died in April or May of that year.

2. William ffolkard, of Sweffling, a son of William by
his first marriage, is named in his father’s (1618) and
stepmother’s (1623) wills, as the last of Sweffling,
though his own will (1639) describes him as being at
that date resident at Earl Soham. The will names his
wife as Johan (or Joan), but nothing else is known
respecting her. A son, William, and three daughters,
Elizabeth, Bridget and Johan were born, but nothing
further is known about them. In 1610 either William or
his father paid a Subsidy of 16 pence for land at
Sweffling valued at 20 shillings, and in 1628 a further
Subsidy for land there of 8 shillings.
In November, 1641, described as a yeoman of Earl

Will
William ffoulekard of Earl Soham, Cooper. 17 April 1618. To
Alice his wife all lands and tenements in Earl Soham for life,
with reversion to his son William. Wife to have use and
occupation of cattle & household stuff for life, and at her
death the same to go to son William. To the last named, all
his bonds and ready money, “with all my timbre, planke,
and bord”. Wife sole executor. — Mark of testator. —
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Signature to Will of William ffolkard, of
Earl Soham, 1639.

Will
William ffolckward (ffolkard) of Winston, Suffolk, Yeoman:
30 August 1684. “Item — I give and bequeath to my sonne
Sill Reeve, with Elizeabeth his wife, one shilling at or within
three months after my decease, to be paid to him or his wife
at the Church Porch of Winston by my executrix. To my son
Ralph Sayer of Winston, my full coate, and to Susanna his
wife the Tipt Jugg, unto Susan my loving wife all the rest of
my goods.” Wife sole executrix. She to give and bequeath to
Rachel Sayer “my loving grandchild, all manner of goods
whatsoever, hoping that the aforesaid Susan ffollikard, my
Loving Wife and Executrix, that she will perform the same.”
Signed William ffolckward “his marke,” and witnessed by
Josiah Smyth, Thomas Bolles, and ffrancis Lift. Proved at
Ipswich 18 October 1684 by the oath of the executrix.

Soham, William petitioned the Keeper of the Great
Seal:
That 36 years since he was of great acquaintance and
friendship with one Thomas Shemynge, then of
Framlingham, and since dead, who had dealings with
Francis Wood, of Harleston, great quantities of trees and
wood being dealt in between them. In 1609 the petitioner
went surety for 8 pounds for Shemynge for a payment of
foure pounds to Wood. This bond he afterwards gave up to
Shemynge, who died about twenty years after. Wood, after
the death of Shemynge, fell into great distress and was in
gaol for debt, and when he came out he got possession of the
bond and other papers. He threatened to sue the petitioner
on the bond, who pleads that Woods be summoned to prove
how he obtained it. Defendant answers that he had lost the
bond until about five years since, and that when he found it
he applied to the petitioner for payment, who appealed to
his forbearance and delayed payment. When a suit was
entered against him the petitioner commenced this
proceeding.

4. Robert ffolkard, of Sweffling. No direct evidence
exists of his parentage, probably he was a son of
William ffolkard, of Earl Soham (No 1). He is omitted
from the wills of both his father and mother though
this was not uncommon. The fact that he lived at
Sweffling coincidently with his assumed brother
William, and his naming a son after his assumed
father William, justifies to a great extent the conclusion
arrived at. We know nothing about him beyond the
information afforded by his will (1627). No mention
being made of his wife, she had certainly predeceased
him. Of his children, William, Mary and Elizabeth, we
know nothing. The pedigree assumes that Mary was
the wife of “my son-in-law Graystone”, but the will
indicates it is at least possible another daughter was
Graystone’s wife and was dead at the date of it. The
discrepancy observable between the date of the will
and its proof was doubtless due to the use of old and
new styles. Possibly the grandchild, John ffolkard, was
a son of the testator’s son John named in the will; this
is assumed on the Pedigree.

In 1642, two years before his death, William paid a
Subsidy of 8 shillings for land in Earl Soham valued at
£1. No doubt, as his will (1639) was not proved till
1644, he survived until then.
Will
William ffolkard of Earl Soham, Suffolk, Yeoman, 28 July
1639. To William his son all his copyhold and customary
lands, tenements, and hereditaments in Earl Soham. “Johan,
my well beloved wife, to enjoy the use of the parlor where I
now live in Earl Soham for her life”. She to have all his
freehold and other lands &c in Earl Soham and Cretingham.
They to go to his son William at wife’s death. To Elizeabeth,
his eldest daughter, £30. To Brigitt his daughter £30. To
Johan his daughter, £30. These legacies to be paid by his son
William after death of testator’s wife. She and son William
executors. To them all cattle, household stuff, and goods and
chattels, between them equally, except linen, all of which to
wife. Signed William ffolkard. Witnessed by Bayliffe
Atherton and Thomas Lingwood. Proved at Ipswich
8 March 1644.

Will
Robert ffolkard of Sweffling, Suffolk, Yeoman: 8 June 1627.
“Sick in body.” To be buried at Sweffling. To his son William
“a blacke cow called Pilgarlike,” a bedstead and other
furniture. To his son John a black heifer and furniture. To his
son Robert a cow and furniture. To “my son-in-law
Graystone” a like bequest. To testator’s daughter Mary some
furniture. To his daughter Elizeabeth, furniture items and
“the best gowne that was my wife’s.” His linen between his
said daughters Mary & Elizeabeth. To his 3 sons, William,
John and Robert, £6, to be equally divided between them. To
Robert and Briget Graystone, his grandchildren, 10 shillings
each at 16 years of age. To John ffolkard, his grandchild,
10 shillings at a similar age. The residue of his monies
between his 2 daughters Mary and Elizeabeth. His son
William ffolkard and Robert Sawer to be executors, and to
have 13s 4d for their pains. Proved at Norwich 6 Feby. 1627
by the executors.

3. William ffolkard, of Winston, a son of the last, is
named in his will (1639). In 1657 he was defendant to a
Fine:
Between Allan Catchpole, John and Thomas ffenn, plaintiffs,
versus Robert Tovell, William ffolkard and Susan his wife,
Samual Symonds and Hanna his wife, defts., respecting
1 messuage and 1 orchard, 14 acres of land, 6 acres of
meadow, and 34 acres of pasture, with appurts. in
Cretingham, Earl Soham, and Crowfield. Plaintiffs paid
defendants £100 sterling.

William’s wife Susan is named in her husband’s will
of 1684. In 1679 he obtained judgement for a debt
against Richard Thrower in connection with Soham.
His name is indexed “fulkard”, and spelt both
“ffolkard” and “folker” in the judgement itself.
The will of William ffolckward, of Winston, dated
and proved 1684, was almost certainly of this William.
It affords a curious but by no means isolated instance
of a return to the radical spelling of the family name,
as well as of the not infrequent corruption of
“ffollikard”. From it we learn that William left two
daughters, Elizabeth, married to Sill Reeve, and Susan,
married to Ralph Sayer, of Winston. No sons are
named in the will.

5. Robert ffolkard, of Sweffling. Robert’s son is named
in his will (1627). In 1629 he was party to a Fine which
almost clinches his continued residence at Sweffling:
Between Robert ffolcard (also ffolkard) and Robert Otway
and Elizabeth his wife, respecting 1 messuage, 1 garden,
1 apple orchard, 3 acres of land, and 3 acres pasture, in
Sweffling. Robert pays £41 sterling.

No other detail respecting Robert has been found,
and apparently with him Earl Soham and Sweffling
Lines came to an end.
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THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

WILLIAM = …
Bedfield

SETTLEMENT AT
ASHFIELD

WILLIAM = Julyan
Bedfield

SEPTEMBER 1994

THOMAS = Alyce …
Bedfield

Elizabeth Keene = ROBERT = Margaret Folkard
Debenham

THOMAS = Grace Moris
See Framlingham

ROBERT
L 1572

AGNES

. . . .? = 1. EDMUND = Elizabeth Clark(?)
d 1572

3. ROBERT = Edeneye
L 1596
L 1581

2. JOHN = . . . ?
L 1603

WILLIAM
d 1618
See Earl Soham

JOHN
d 1559

JAMES
L 1549

See
Stowmarket

8. THOMAS = Mary Tuttill
d 1636
L 1688
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? JOHN

5. MARIA = Daniel
Packard

4. EDMUND = Maria Salter
m 1674

6. ROBERT = Maria
d 1694

EDENEYE
FRANCIS
JOHN

7. SAMUEL = Elizabeth
L 1684

9. LYDIA =
. . . Hersham

. . . = 11. THOMAS = Elizabeth
10. JOHN ANNE
d 1664
Rewse
L 1636 RICHARD
ANN

LYDIA
d before 1684
MARY
L 1684

SAMUEL=
Susan Dove
See Helmington

JONATHAN =
Margaret
See Letheringham

THOMAS =
Margaret Johnson
See Cretingham

Will
Edmunde ffolcarde of Ashfield, Suffolk. Yeoman. 8 February
1572. To be buried in the churchyard at Ashfield. His two
tenements in Debenham to John his son, conditional on his
paying within 2 years to John Symer of Newton £7. If John
die without heirs, or before the £7 is paid, the same to go to
Edmunde ffolcarde “my grandchild and godson”. To the
poor of Debenham £5 marks. To “Margaret harvye which I
brought uppe of a childe”, 20 shillings when 20 years old. To
Katheryn Clarke, “my wife’s daughter” £10, to be paid to her
by his son Robert within two years after the death of
“Elizeabeth my wife”. Also to Katherine Clarke 2 milch neat
and 40 shillings at the day of her marriage. To Jane Clerke
“my wife’s grandchild”, daughter of Walter Clerk, 31s 8d, to
be paid by testator’s son Robert out of money “in which he is
bound to me after my wife’s decease”. To John Clerke,
ffrancis Clerke, Robert Clerke the elder, Robert Clerke the
younger, and Edward Clerk, the children of the said Walter,
to each 13s 3d, to be paid by the aforesaid Robert ffolcarde
after the death of testator’s wife. “To Robert my sonne one
cowe and my mydle brasse potte”. To Katheryn Clerk, “my
wife’s daughter, my cupboard standing in the Hall”. All
other household stuff &c. to Elizeabeth his wife and John his
son, to be equally divided. “And whereas the seid Elizeabeth
my wife hath estate of all my land and tenements lying in
Ashfield aforeseid during her natural lief, if she shall be
minded to demise and leave it, I will that Robert and John
my sons shall have it paying for it as anie other would do”.
His wife Elizeabeth and son John executors. Witnessed by
John ffolkarde, Roberte ffolkarde senior, John Bonde,
William ffene, and Symond Jefferie. Proved at Cleidon
30 March 1573.

Settlement at Ashfield
(Includes branch at Pettaugh)

1. Edmund ffolkard, of Ashfield, a son of Robert, of
Debenham (No. 1) by his first marriage, predeceased
him. References to him and his brother Robert in the
will of their brother John of Winston, to which he was
executor, sufficiently prove his parentage, without the
collateral proof of his having property at Debenham.
He was twice married, and the terms of the second
wife’s will indicate all his children were by the first
marriage, of which we have no particulars. His second
wife, Elizabeth, is named in his will (1572) as then
living, must have been a widow at her marriage to
Edmund, was named Clarke, and the legacy to
Katheryn Clarke “my wife’s daughter” in that will, as
then unmarried, supports this. The legacies to the
other Clarke must apply to the children of his wife’s
son, Walter, by her former marriage. Elizabeth lived at
Thornden after her husband’s death.
Will
2nd January, 24 Eliz. Elizabeth ffoakerde, of Thornden, Co.
Suff., widowe, being sicke. XX shillings. to the poorest of
Ashfilde. To John Coates, the sonne of George Coates, wch.
he had by my daughter Katherine XX shillings. To John
Gynneryes children, Roberte and Jane, —-. To the children of
William Clerke, namelye, Ellis Clerke, Anne, Joane, and
Grace, X shillings a piece. To the children of Walter Clerke,
namelye, John Clerke, ffrancis, Roberte the elder, Roberte the
younger (Two children named identically was common),
Edward Clarke and Lawrence Clerke, XXXIII shillings
IIII pence. a pece. To Roberte ffoakerd’s children, namelye,
Edmund, Edeneye, ffraunces, and John, XV shillings a pece.
Item: Edeneye, the wife of Robert ffoakerde, my best
petycoate and a square. Item: To Jane Gynnerye, the wife of
John Gynnerye, bothe my best gownes, my best cloake, &c.,
and my beste apron beinge blacke. Item. To Elizabeth
Clerke, the wife of Walter Clerke, my best hatt, &c. Item To
Elizabeth Gyldingsleve. one of my worser smockes, &c. To
my daughter Jane Gynnerye —-. To John ffoakerd’s eldest
child, X shillings. To the porest of Thorndon, X shillings, to
be paid at my buriall. Exors. John Gynnerye and Walter
Clerke — Probatum XX. die Aprilis 1582, executorib. (Bury
Pro. Reg. Liber Browne, 1579—82. Book 34, fo. 374b.
Endorsed Elizabeth ffokarde, vid. de Thorndon).

2. John ffolkard Edmund’s son by his first marriage, is
named executor to his father’s will (1572), and a
legatee under his uncle John’s will (1558) as “John
ffowkered my godson, son of Edmund ffowkerd, of
Hashfelde”, named as under age. He was devised a
house and land at Winston, and under his father’s will
became possessed of property in Debenham, and
probably of lands in Ashfield. No trace of his marriage
has been found, but mention of an “eldest child” in the
will of his stepmother implies he was. Probably the
“John ffokard” who paid tax for one hearth in Gosbeck
in “Chas. 2nd reign” was one of his children. In 1565
he was living at Ashfield, where he paid a Subsidy of
5s 10d for goods valued at £7. In 1575, he paid 2s 8d
for land valued at 20 shillings in Ashfield as “John
ffolcarde” and in 1586 was a party to a Fine:

While living at Thornden as a widow she paid a
Subsidy of 2s 8d on land valued at 20 shillings in 1575.
Of Edmund’s first settlement at Ashfield we know
nothing, but he was living there in 1558, the date of his
brother John’s will. In 1543 he paid a Subsidy as
“Edmund ffolker”, of 10 shillings for the property in
Debenham valued at £10; in 1545, or a little later,
another Subsidy for goods valued at £9; and in 1548
assessed 10 shillings for goods in Thornden which he
paid for in the following year. These payments
indicate that he moved to Ashfield about 1550 or later.
In 1554 he was party to a Fine:

Between John ffolkard and Joseph Moyse and Rose his wife,
— acres ploughland and 6 acres pasture, with
appurtenances, in Wynston and Debenham. John ffolkard
agrees to pay Joseph and Rose and Thomas Moyse £40.

This Fine could apply to John ffolkard, of Horham,
whose will (1599) has for witness a Thomas Moise, but
the locality renders it more likely the fine referred to
this John. In 1596 he paid 4 shillings Subsidy on land
in Winston valued at 20 shillings, and in or about 1603
he again paid 4 shillings for the same land and
4 shillings for land in Ashfield of similar value. No
mention of John subsequent to 1603 is found, so it may
be presumed he died around that time. No will has
been discovered.
3. Robert ffolkard, of Ashfield, John’s brother occurs
repeatedly in his father Edmund’s will (1572).
Evidence of his marriage is afforded by this will,
naming “Edmunde ffolcarde, my grandchild and
godson”. He is also mentioned in his grandmother’s
will (above).
This informs us that Edeneye the wife of Robert, was
living at that date (1581) and the pair had four
children, Edmund, Edeneye, ffrances and John
ffolkard. In 1596 he paid a Subsidy of 4 shillings for
land in Ashfield valued at 20 shillings as “Robert

Concord in the King’s Court, Westminster, between
Edmund ffolkerd, plff., and Robert Cheke and Margaret his
wife, defts., of a messuage called Lowdham’s, with
appurtenances, in Debynham.

Edmund pleaded that the messuage had been made
over to him as a gift by Robert Cheke and his wife, and
the decision was in his favour. He paid the defendants
40 marks of silver, so probably this was a marriage
suit, and one of his wives was a daughter of theirs. In
1565 he paid a 6 shillings Subsidy on goods valued at
£6 in Ashfield-cum-Thorpe. His will, a very full one
witnessed by his father, “Robert ffolkard, Senior”,
shows that he owned property in Debenham at the
time of his death.
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Signature to Will of Thomas ffolkard, of
Ashfield, 1636. (No. 8)

ffolkerd”, but we have no further information.
4. Edmund ffolkard, Robert’s son is named in his
grandfather’s will (1572), and that of his grandmother.
The only further mention is the license for his
marriage in Ipswich Pro Sundry Books:

arrived at is a fair one. An abstract of a Chancery Suit
is all that is known of him:
14 May 1632, Martha Cutting, widow, and Susan Tuttill,
single, dars. of Edmund and Anne Tuttill, of Ashfield, deed,
complain that their father held a tenement called Games and
50 or 60 acres of land in Ashfield. The widow held this till
expiry of lease, and then employed Thomas ffolkard, the
husband of her daughter Mary, to treat with Sir William
Marsham, Bart., for its renewal. A new lease of 21 years was
obtained in ffolkard’s name, but in trust and confidence for
the widow, at a rental of £31. Before this was sealed the said
Anne Tuttill fell sick, and on her death-bed told ffolkard it
was her desire complainants should benefit by it. This
ffolkard carried out for seven years, and then, with a
“covetous eye”, gave the plaintiffs notice to quit. The latter
pray against this breach of trust.”

Lic. of marriage between Edmund ffolkard, of Ashfield, and
Maria Salter, of Bloxhall, widow, 15th September, 1631. 5s.

5. Maria ffolkard presumably a daughter of Edmund
and Maria. The only reason for thinking so, however,
is the name of her presumed mother, and the locality.
Her marriage license reads:
October 7, 1674. Daniel Packard, s.m. of Framlingham, to
Maria ffookerd, s, of Framlingham, at Easton.

The marriage evidently took place four days later:
October 11, 1674-5. Daniel Packard, s.m., of Framlingham, to
Maria ffookerd, s.w., of Framlingham, married at Easton.

“Thomas ffolkard replies that he denies any trust imposed
upon him. Ann Tuttill, his mother-in-law, died before the
old lease had expired, and the farm was relet to him at an
advance of £1 on the old rental. This he satisfied from his
own purse, but could never recover it from the petitioners,
which was “very inconvenient” to him. Denies that Anne
Tuttill desired that the complainants should have the benefit
of a new lease. She asked him to be good to them, and as
they were sisters to his wife, he allowed them to have the
farm for six years. But they had not fulfilled the covenant of
the lease as to repairs or ditching, and had cut down trees
they had no right to fell, and defendant would be held liable.
He, therefore, gave them notice to quit, intending to place
some of his children on the farm, and the landlord had
refused to seal the lease unless he would promise to remove
the complainants whenever he might desire him to do so,
and he was forbidden to assign the lease. The replication of
the complainants declares this answer to be insufficient and
untrue.”

Nothing further is known but an extract from the
Framlingham Register probably refers to the burial of
her husband Daniel Packard buried 13 April, 1728 and
a further entry possibly refers to a son:
Daniel Packward married Martha Woodrow, single persons,
3 June 1738.

The use of the w in the last entry of Packard is a
return, as often occurs in the case of Folkard, to the
original terminal syllable of “ward”.
6. Robert ffolkard, of Pettaugh, is assumed to be a son
of Edmund (No. 4), named after his grandfather
(No 3). No reference to him exists beyond the admon.
(1694) of his widow, Maria ffolkard.
7. Samuel ffolkard, also of Pettaugh, is assumed a son
of Edmund (No. 4), solely based on his co-residence
with the foregoing at Pettaugh, where his cousin
Thomas’s (No. 1 Crettingham Line) widow was then
living. From the admon. granted to Samuel’s widow
after his death in 1697, we obtain her name, Elizabeth.
No doubt in early life he was resident at Winston, and
was the man referred to in certain Chancery
proceedings which state that in 1638:

Mary, Thomas’ wife, daughter of Edmund and
Susan Tuttill, of Ashfield, survived him, being named
in his will (1636), to which she was executrix. Mary
later married Thomas Penning, the Framlingham
Register recording:

Samuel ffolkard owned certain copyhold land and houses on
the manor of Winston-con-Pulham, Suffolk, estimated to
contain 15 acres. Wanting £200, he borrowed it of a money
lender, Christopher Cooper, on security of the land, &c., at
6 per cent. Before repayment was due the lender died, and
his heir, one Elizabeth Solby, declined to give up the
property, though the money was offered. Samuel ffolkard
brought the case against her to enforce restitution.

Thomas Penninge — Marie ffolkard, vid., married
7 November 1639.

She derived, under Thomas’s will of personal estate
alone, the sum of £182 6s 4d, besides a considerable
value in land. At the suit in 1666 she was 88 years of
age. There is no record of any issue to her second
marriage.
Thomas ffolkard’s will is dated 1636, and he
probably died early the next year, when it was proved.
Of his children Anne and Richard we have only the
mention in that will, but it is likely the “Ann ffulard”
who temp. Chas. 2nd was assessed for three hearths at
Mellis was the daughter named.

No further mention of Samuel is found until 1684, in
an entry in Ipsw. Reg. Sundry Books:
4 October, 1684. Samuel ffolkard. of Winston, Yeoman,
bondsman to a marriage between Peter Day, of Pettaugh,
and Elizabeth Scales, of Pettaugh.

Possibly another entry (Ibid.) refers also to Samuel:

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Ashfield, Suff., Yeoman: 2 March 1636.
To Thomas, his eldest son, “my lease of the farm wherein
Susan Tuttell now dwelleth, and all that tenement in
Ashfield and Thorpe on condition that he pay to Ann
ffolkard his sister and to Richard ffolkard his brother the
sum of £260, and to his brother, John ffolkard £24, and £28 a
twelvemonth later, and £28 another twelvemonth on, and
£20 in each twelvemonths”. If Thomas leave no heirs, John
his brother to have the house, lands &c. Should John die
without heirs, then Richard his brother to succeed to the

27 July, 1694. Sam. ffolkard, a bondsman to admon. of Isaac
Lock, of Yoxford, by his widow, Elizabeth Lock.

8. Thomas ffolkard, of Ashfield. No proof of
parentage: but I have assigned him a son of Edmund
(No. 1), the first resident at Ashfield. No mention in
his assumed father’s will but, such a fact is no
evidence against the parentage, and his residence at
Ashfield may well be set on the other side. No proofs
exist as to any other origin of birth, and the conclusion
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property. To Lidda, testator’s daughter, £60, to be paid to her
by Mary his wife when 22. To Elizeabeth Harsham, his
grandchild, £10, also to be paid to her by wife when 21. All
residue to wife, and she to bring up the children. Should she
marry again she to give a bond to Thomas and John his sons
for £60, and to Lidda his daughter and to Elizeabeth
Hersham his grandaughter for the sum of £10. Wife and son
Thomas executors. No witnesses. Signed Thomas ffolkard.
Proved at Ipswich, 5 May 1637.

and in Peter-Thorpe of about 4 acres. By the latter’s will,
dated 2 March, 1636, he devised these to petitioner, and left
to Mary his wife, now the wife of Thomas Penning, of
Ashfield, Yeoman, all his moveable goods, &c., in lieu of
dower and thirds. An inventory taken of the personal estate
amounted to £182 6s 4d, which went to the said wife, as well
as the lease of a farm in Ashfield (see ante) worth at least
£200 more. She paid £60 to her daughter Lidda in accordance
with her husband’s will. He (the petr.) had held this freehold
land for 30 years since his father’s death, but his mother, the
now wife of Thomas Penning, having spent all her legacy,
they sue for the dower and thirds, although the legacy was
expressly left in lieu of these. Prays for an injunction to arrest
the suit by Thomas and Mary Penning.

9. Lidda (Lydia) ffolkard, Thomas’ daughter, was
named in his will of 1636. At that date, though under
22 years, she married at Hersham, and had a daughter,
Elizabeth, also named in the will. Reference to a
payment to her of the legacy of her father of £60 will
be found in the suit quoted below under Thomas (11).
10. John ffolkard, brother to the last, and a legatee
under his father’s will in 1636. The suit quoted below
tells us he died before 1666, and nothing further is
known of him.
11. Thomas ffolkard, of Ashfield, brother of the
foregoing, and eldest son to Thomas (No 8). He is
named in the latter’s will. Judging by the expression
used in his will “Elizabeth my now wife”, it is fair to
assume a first marriage, but there is no record. He
married, in 1639, Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas
Rewse, of Coddenham, whose son Johnathan married
Anne ffolkard, of Bedfield (No 8 of that line), an
illustration of the family connection being maintained,
though separated by four generations. Ipsw. Pro.
Sundry Books records:

The answer of the latter says that Thomas ffolkard, her
first husband, left his grandchild, Elizabeth Hersham, ten
pounds, and quotes the following extract from his will: `And
my will and mind is, that if Mary my wife shall be married
again to any other husband, that then the said Mary shall
before her marriage give good security to Thomas and John
ffolkard, my sons, for the true payment of three score
pounds of lawful money of England unto Liddia my
daughter, and to Elizabeth Hersham, my grandchild, the
sum of ten pounds — which if she shall refuse to do, then it
shall be lawful for my two sons, Thomas and John, to enter
upon the estate and sell so much as will pay the same. Also
my will is that, if Mary my wife shall be married again, that
then shee, the said Mary, shall leave and forego this my lease
16 (Quaere) years before the end and determinacion thereof,
and that then those 16 yeres I give and bequeath unto John,
my sonne, his heirs and assigns, if hee so long live, and if he
dye before then to Richard my sonne.

1 May, 1639. Marriage licence between Thomas ffolkard,
Ashfield, single man, and Elizabeth Reuse, of Cretinge. 5s.

The testator died in 1636, and the defendant married three
years afterwards. The legacies she had to pay absorbed the
whole of the personalty, and she paid her son Richard, John
being dead. Pleads her natural affection for complainant as
‘hir sonne’. Also that she is 88 years old, 10 October, 1666.
Signed Thomas Penning and ‘ye marke of Mary Pennynge.

Thomas is repeatedly mentioned in the following
abstract of the will of his father-in-law:
8 April, 1653. Thomas Rewse the elder, of Coddenham, Suff.
Gent., £140 to son Thomas. To son Symon £110. To son
Johnathan £80. To son Barnaby £180. To da. Margarett £130.
To da. Rebecca £140. To da. Mary £130. To da. Anne £100;
`and £20 besides’. To his daughter Elizabeth ffolkard, the
wife of Thomas ffolkard, £20. To his grandchild Mary
ffolkard £5. To be paid in the South Porch at Coddenham.
Many other legacies and properties. His silver spoons
among his children, `and if there be one spoon more than I
have childen, then I give one silver spoon unto my
grandchild, Mary ffolkard’. — `Item, I doe hereby nominate
and appoint my son-in-law, Thomas ffolkard, and my son,
Symon Rewse, to be exors. of this my will. And I do hereby
give unto the said Thomas ffolkard and Symon Rewse £10
apiece for their truble’. This Thomas and Symon are
residuary legatees.

Three hearth tax rolls record Thomas paying for five
hearths in 1670, 1674 and 1675 at Ashfield, and a £1
subsidy in 1672. Probably although nominally of
Ashfield, Thomas lived in the adjacent village of Earl
Soham, for in a Hearth Tax Roll of Charles II, he was
taxed for six hearths. This indicates a dwelling of
considerable size for those days. No further record of
him, exists, except his very long, lucid, and
beautifully-written will of 1684, signed with the very
clear signature of the testator on each of its seven
folios. Of the children named in this will, Thomas and
Samuel settled at Cretingham, Johnathan at
Letheringham (qv), while Mary is further named in
the will of her grandfather, Thomas Rewse, above
given. Possibly:

One of Thomas’ sons was a Suffolk rector. In 1642
Thomas paid a Subsidy of 8 shillings for land in
Ashfield valued at £1, while the following year he was
joint collector with John Jessop of a further Subsidy
levied on the Hundred of Thredling. An entry in the
Register of Pakenham possibly refers to the burial of a
child of his, no family of the name appearing — to
judge by the absence of any other entry in the Register
referring to it — to have resided in Pakenham.
Elizabeth, of whom we have no other record, may
have been simply a visitor to the place:

Septr. 16, 1720. Thos. Chisnall, s., of Higham, to Mary
ffolkard, s., of Higham, at Higham.

relates to her marriage.
Lydia, is stated in the will to have married and died
before the date of it, leaving a son, John Savage. The
entry of the license for this marriage reads:
1 September 1674. John Savadge, s.m., Woodbridge, to Lydia
ffolchard, of Ashfield. To be married at Ashfield.

1657. Elizabeth fflowerde, ye daughter of Thomas and
Elizabeth fflowerde, was buried ye 26 day of October.

The celebration of the marriage seems to be dated
7 September 1674. No later residents of the name at
Ashfield have been traced, and the line ceases with
Thomas, who, to judge from the date of proof of his
will, must have died in 1689.

The partial reversion to the old form of spelling the
name is noteworthy. In 1666 Thomas entered an action
against his mother and her second husband, Thomas
Penning. The pleading and answer which follows is an
abbreviation:

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Ashfield, Suff., Yeoman: 8 September
1664. To Johnathan, second son of testator’s deceased son
Johnathan, lands in Ashfield in full satisfaction of all

21 January, 1666. Thomas ffolkard, of Ashfield, Yeoman,
petitions that his late father owned freehold land in Ashfield
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Signature to Will of Thomas ffolkard, of
Ashfield, 1664.

Joseph, the third son of his deceased son Johnathan, £5 at 21.
To Elizabeth “my loving wife” £40 worth of goods and
household stuff. To John, son of his daughter Lydia Savage
deceased, £50 when 21, with reversion to aforesaid Joseph
ffolkard, third son of his deceased son Johnathan, should the
said John Savage die before 21. Thomas ffolkard, testator’s
eldest son, to be sole executor. All overplus after payment of
legacies to be divided into 5 parts; 1 to go to Thomas his son;
1 to his son Samuel; 1 to be divided equally between
Thomas, Johnathan, Joseph, Margarett and Samuel, the four
sons and daughter of testator’s deceased son Johnathan
ffolkard, when 21; 1 part to Mary “my daughter”, and 1 part
to his grandchild aforesaid, John Savage, when 21. Written
on seven sheets of paper, and signed by testator on each
sheet in the presence of B. Gibson, B. Gibson Junior, and
John ffrere Junior.

promises made to the latter on his marriage to his wife
Margarett. If the said Margarett declines to sign a release of
such promises the lands to go to Thomas, eldest son of
testator. To the aforesaid Margarett, and to Thomas ffolkard
her eldest son, all his lands and tenements in Crowfield and
Gosbeck, to be held firstly by the mother for life. “And
whereas upon the marriage of Samuel my son with Susan
his now wife I did settle upon the said Samuel and his heirs
the reversion of all my tenements and lands lying in
Framsden after my death and the death of Elizabeth my now
wife, and did settle that during the life of my wife Samuel
my son should be paid yearly £8 a year, and if the said
Samuel should die (living the said Elizabeth my wife) that
then the said Susan the now wife of the said Samuel my son
should be paid yearly £10 during the life of Elizabeth my
wife, for the execution of this settlement I gave unto the said
Samuel my son I assign a rent charge to him of £8 yearly out
of my properties in Ashfield and Thorpe St. Peter. If Samuel
die while Elizabeth my wife and Susan his wife be then
living, then the same property to be charged with the
annuity of £10 to the said Susan to be paid in the Church
Porch at Framsden”. To Thomas, his eldest son, all
properties undevised above in Ashfield. To Mary his
daughter £50, to be paid “at or in the now Mansion house of
mee the said Thomas ffolkard situate in Ashfield”. To

A codicil to this will dated 19 September 1684
revokes bequest of £5 to Joseph, son of testator’s
deceased son Johnathan, and gives it to Thomas, the
last named’s eldest son at 21; but the original bequest
to stand if Thomas dies before 21. The witnesses to
codicil are the two Gibsons above named and James
Gibson. Proved at Wickham Market 12 September
1689.
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Baptism. 1598. Edward, ye sone of Rich. ffolkarde, Julii 10th.

Settlement at Mendlesham

Buryall. 1599. A child of Richard ffolkard, unbaptized, Maii
23rd.

(includes branches at Ubbeston and Walpole)

1. William ffolkard, appears the earliest settler of the
family at Mendlesham, and in his later years either
lived or had lands there. He was the son of Thomas
ffolkard and Alyce, of Bedfield (No 3 of that Line) and
is legatee of £10 in his father’s will (1543). The earliest
mention found of him is 1522, when he paid a Subsidy
of 12 pence for goods valued at 40 shillings in Thwaite,
and 3s 4d for goods worth £6 13s 4d in Brockford, also
paying on the same Roll a second tax for goods valued
at £10 10s 0d in Thwaite and one for goods worth £11
13s 4d in Brockford. Both these villages adjoin
Mendlesham, so lands and farm stock might lie within
all three parishes, and be subject to different
assessments. In 1523 he paid a Subsidy of 3s 4d for
goods in Brockford valued at £6 14s 4d, and 12 pence
for goods worth 40 shillings in Mendlesham. We have
no further information of him, and there is no entry of
his marriage or burial in Mendlesham Register. It
could be, though, that such entries were contained in
the lost Register of Bedfield of 1580.
2. William ffolkard, of Mendlesham was presumably
William’s son, his Christian name being one strong
ground for thinking so. In addition his is the first
name in the Register of Mendlesham, while his
presumed father is the first Folkard mentioned in the
Subsidy Rolls as having held property there, though
they date from 1327 — which perhaps, confirms this.
In 1563 he married at Mendlesham:

Of his son Edward nothing further is known.
A suit in Chancery reveals Richard’s occupation:
John Golde, alias Good, vs. Richard ffocarde, petitioner, of
Wethersete, Suffolk, complains that he was indebted to
Richard ffokarde, of Debenham, tailor, 23s 6d for a cloake.
Petitioner went to Her Maties warres, and gave an
obligacion to double that amount. On his return he offered
the original amount, which was refused, defendant
demanding a penalty bond of £20. Plaintiff and his friends,
‘in most gentell manner’, offered £5. The defendant ‘Richard
ffolkard’ answers that the debt was incurred ten years or so
back, and that he went to plaintiff, and in ‘most fryndley
manner, requested him to pay the 23s 6d, offering to return
the bond. Plaintiff utterly refused to pay. Process was
obtained, and plaintiff broke up the warrant and escaped the
bailiff. This led to further expensive proceedings at Bury. In
some instances defts. name is given as ‘Richard ffockard’.
Case settled 1592, but judgment not preserved.

On 9 April 1596, there is record of the demise of a
tenement called “Woodward”, in Pettaugh, at a rent of
£21. A man called Peache (i.e., Peachey) to whom this
was let for 21 years, “covenants to spend 20 marks on
the house and buildings within 6 years according to
the order of Edmund Strickland and Richard ffolkar”.
Peache was of Debenham, and there can be little doubt
the man associated with him was our Richard.
In 1600 he was party to Fine:

Ano. 1563. William folkard and Mary Baldwyn were maryed
Octob. 25th.

George Covell against Ambrose ffolkerd and Richard
ffolkerd and Reginald Eade and Anne his wife, of
2 messuages, 1 garden, 1 apple orchard, and 1 acre of land,
with appurtenances, in Debenham. Covell to pay £40.

Issue of the marriage is also given:
Baptism. Ano. 1566. ffaithe, ye daught of Willm. ffolkard,
Juilii 14.

Ambrose was Richard’s brother and Anne Eade
their father’s sister. There is no record of Richard’s
burial in the Mendlesham Register nor at Debenham,
though all names in the register between 28 May and
7 June 1642 are gone. Less than a fortnight, but in 1642
Richard would have been around 74 years — an age
ripe for dying, and stranger things have happened.
4. Ambrose ffolkard, of Ubbeston, (Candler Pedigree
“Upson”, the local pronunciation of Ubbeston). He
was Richard’s brother, a son of Robert ffolkard, of
Debenham, by his second marriage, in whose will
(1580) his name occurs.
He married Elizabeth, a daughter of Botteret
(probably Botwright), of Laxfield. Elizabeth is named,
as then living, in the will of her son John (1633), and as
having proved it.
There is no additional record of Ambrose at
Ubbeston, but his son Thomas eventually lived there.
In 1600 he was a party to the Fine last quoted, and the
title is indexed of a further Fine sued in 1605 by him
against Nicholas Button for land in “Upston”. The
Fine itself is missing from the file. No will of Ambrose
nor entry of his burial has been found.
John ffolkard, another son of Ambrose, according to
Candler, and to judge from his will dated 1633, died
childless and probably unmarried. He lived at
Rattlesden, the Register of which has the entry:

1568. William, ye sone of Uillm. ffolsarde, Junii 8th.

William died an infant:
Buryall. Ano. 1570. William, ye sone of Willm. folkard, Junii
4th.
Baptism. 1570. William, ye sone of Willm. folkard, Junii 4th
1572. Henry, ye sone of Willm. ffolkard, Octob. 28th.
1577. Edmonde, ye sone of Willm. ffolkard, Janu. 13th.
1579. Marye, ye daught. of Uillm. ffolkard, Febr. 9th.
1581. Robert, ye sone of Willm. ffolkarde, Augustii 27th.

In 1565, as “William folcard”, he paid a Subsidy of
2s 6d for goods valued at £3 in Mendlesham, and in
1575 a second one of 5 shillings for goods of the same
value. In 1596, the year of his death, he was again
assessed on a third Subsidy for land at Mendlesham
valued at 40 shillings, paying 8 shillings for it.
The burials of William and Mary are recorded in
Mendlesham Register:
Buryall. 1596. William ffolkard, Octob. 27.
1596. Marye ffolkard, wid. Novemb. 11.

1633. July 3rd, John ffolkerd was buried.

None of their children seem to have settled in
Mendlesham.
3. Richard ffolkard, of Mendlesham, a son of Robert,
of Debenham (No 1), by his second marriage with
Margaret, the widow of his brother Thomas, is
mentioned in Robert’s will (1580). The Candler
Pedigree describes him as of Mendlesham, but in early
life he resided at Debenham. The only evidence of his
marriage, is from the Mendlesham Register:

Will
John ffolkard of Rattlesden, Suff. Yeoman: 10 April 1633.
Very ill. To Elizeabeth ffolkard his mother “for her great love
and extraordinary paines that she have taken with me in my
long and tedious trobles”, his lands, tenements, meadows,
and pastures in Mendlesham. She extx. Sealed in the
presence of Robert Muryell, Robert ffolkard, Dorothy
Muryell, and ffrances ffolkard. Signed John ffolkard. Proved
at Norwich 2 October 1633 by Elizeabeth ffolkard the extx.
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2. WILLIAM = Mary Baldwin
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MARY

JOHN = Margaret
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Mendlesham of a Subsidy conjointly with John
Cobbold, and in 1670, as Ambros ffocard, paid on two
hearths at Mendlesham. No record of his or his wife’s
burial is found in the Mendlesham Register, and the
baptisms of only two of his numerous children occur
in it. In his later years he probably lived at Ubbeston.
Of Ambrose’s large family we have limited
information. Ambrose died an infant. Elizabeth named
in her grandfather Devereux’s will of 1640 and in her
uncle’s will above quoted, of 1686, was baptized at
Ratlesden:

Other children of Ambrose ffolkard
Two other sons, Robert and Samuel, settled at
Ratlesden (see page 75). A daughter Elizabeth married
Edward Baldry at Ratlesden, the Register recording:
1633. January 14. Edward Baldery and Elizabeth ffolkerd
were married.

Later on Elizabeth contracted a second marriage,
and the will of Elizabeth Warren is hers, the reference
to Thomas and John ffolkard “my kinsmen” (i.e.,
nephews) demonstrating this. Another daughter,
ffrances, married firstly “Edmund Stockden”
(Stockdaile), of Ratlesden, probably a brother of her
brother Robert ffolkard’s wife. Her second union was
with “John Wallex” (Waller) also of Ratlesden. She
must have been single at the date of witnessing her
brother John’s will in 1633. Her first marriage is
recorded in Ratlesden:

February 15, 1629. Elizabeth, ye daughter of Ambrose
ffolkerd and his wife, baptized.”

Robert is named in the Mendlesham Register:
Baptism. 1634. Robert, the sonne of Ambros ffolkard, January
24.”

Thomas, another child died an infant. Samuel
named in his uncle Devereux’s will (1686) was
probably the Samuel referred to in Sundry Books,
Ipswich:

1637. Novr. 28. Edmund Stockdaile and ffrancis (sic) ffolkerd
were married.

Another member of Ambrose’s numerous family,
Ambrose, is dealt with below.
5. Thomas ffolkard, of Ubbeston, was another son of
Ambrose and married a “Mary Wallex” (Waller),
probably a sister of the Waller of Ratlesden who
married his sister. He apparently married again upon
the death of his first wife, for in the Admon. granted to
his widow (1678) her name is given as Elizabeth.
Cookly, named as the place of his death, adjoins
Walpole and is not far from Ubbeston. Thomas was
one of the collectors of a Subsidy in Ubbeston in 1665
and paid a Subsidy of 10 shillings in 1672. In 1670, as
Thomas ffoulkard, he had paid for four hearths in
Ubbeston, signing himself as constable of the town. In
1674 he paid for four hearths as Thomas ffolard and in
the same year, 12 shillings for land valued at
30 shillings. It appears in 1672 he was living in
Walpole, for the Domestic Entry Books among the
Preaching Licenses records:

29 July, 1681. License for marriage to be celebrated at Sibton
between Samuel ffolkard, of Walpool, single, and Sarah
Manning, of Walpool, single.”

Mary is further named in her uncle Devereux’s will.
Sarah died an infant, but a second child of that name
was living, according to her uncle’s will, in 1686.
Benjamin and William are legatees under their uncle
Devereux’s will. Another son, Ambrose, is recorded by
Candler. The burial of wife Maria was notified in
Mendlesham Register:
1675. Maria ffolkard, uxor. Ambrosie ffolkard, Sepult. Octr.
11.”

Ambrose was a devisee under his uncle Devereux’s
will.
7. John ffolkard, of Ubbeston, a son of Ambrose, had
his baptism entered in the Mendlesham Register:

License to Thomas ffolkerd to be a Pr. (Quare, Presbyterian)
teacher in his house in Walpoole, Suffolk.

1632. John, the sonne of Ambrose ffolkard, March 5th.

John is named both by Candler and by the will of his
uncle Robert Devereux (1686). Further particulars
of him are in the will (1673) of his aunt Elizabeth
Warren (see below) referring to him as the testatrix’s
“kinsman” (i.e., nephew), and as being dead at the
date of it. It leaves legacies to his widow ffayth
ffokard, and her children, Thomas, John, Elizabeth,
and ffaith “ffokard”.

And:
The house of Thomas ffolkerd in Walpoole, Suffolk.

From the Admon. we conclude he died early in
1678.
6. Ambrose ffolkard, of Mendlesham, was Thomas’s
brother, a son of Ambrose (No. 4), of Ubbeston. He
married Judith, daughter of Rev. Peter Devereux,
Rector of Ratlesden, and a granddaughter of Anthony
Gissing, of Eye. Ratlesden Register contains:

Will of Elizabeth Warren
Elizeabeth Warren of Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, Widow:
3 March 1673. “To Anne ffokard wife of Thomas ffokard my
kinsman and to Thomas ffokard his son and the daughter
now living“ many bequests. Many Tillots named. “To ffayth
ffokard, widow, relict of John ffokard my kinsman”. “To
Thomas, John, Elizeabeth and ffaith ffokard her children”
sundry bequests. Cleggatts and Johnsons named, also the
two daughters of Mathias Warren of Bury, Gent. Proved
1675.

1627. July 26. Ambrose ffolkerd and Judith Devereux were
married.

Judith died in 1658 according to Dr. Muskett. Her
sister, Anne Devereux, married Rev. Mathias Gillett
alias Candler, M., compiler of the Candler Pedigrees,
so accounting for the interest taken by the latter in the
Folkard family. The marriage of Ambrose is further
vouched for by the will of his brother-in-law, found in
the Archdeaconry of Suffolk part of which reads
(abbreviated):

8. John ffolkard, of Mendlesham, John’s son is named
in the will of his great aunt, Elizabeth Warren (1673).
In 1702 he is named in a Suffolk Poll List as John
ffolkard, of Ubbeston. Probably the Register of Henley
refers to a first marriage and the birth of a daughter:

15 Decr. 1686. Robert Devereux, of Stonham Parva, Clerk. To
Mary my wife beyond her Joynture, houses, &c., which were
hers before our marriage, and moneys, rents, &c., due to her
at Old Newton. To my sister Candler’s five children, Philip,
Nicholas, John, Anne, and Elizabeth, £100. To the children of
my sister Judith ffolkard, of Mendlesham, deceased, £90,
vizt., Ambrose, John, William, Samuel, Thomas, Benjamin,
Elizabeth, Mary, and Sarah ffolkard.” “To Ambrose ffolkard,
my brother-in-law, the small farm I bought of him.”

1702. John Fokard and Mary Simson were married October
ye 8th, 1702.
1703. Mary, ye daughter of John Foakard and Mary his wife,
was baptized December ye 27th Day.

If the marriage was contracted by this John, it seems
likely from the baptisms of numerous children by a

In 1665 Ambrose was one of the collectors at
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1672. Rob. filius Tho. Folkard et Francisca uxo. Bap. Novr.
28.

wife, also named Mary, twenty years after the birth of
his first child, that the first wife and her child must
have died prior to 1720. In 1722 he and this presumed
second wife were named in a Fine:

1681. Beniaminus, filius Tho. et Hester Folkard, Bap. Jan. 2.

Benjamin died in 1683:

Between John James, Clerk, plf., and John ffolkard and Marie
his wife, Thomas James and Ann his wife, and Henry
Gardner and Marie his wife, defendants, of 1 messuage,
1 garden, 1 orchard, 20 acres land, 10 acres meadow, and 20
acres pasture, with appurts. in Ubbeston and Thornden. Plff.
pays defts. £60 sterling.

1683. Benianimus Folkard, Sepult. Feb. 27.
1683. Beniamin, filius Tho. et Sarah Folkard, Bap. Nov. 2.

This Benjamin also died:

This fine, from its date — the birth of the children of
John’s second marriage commencing in 1722 — was
probably connected with a marriage settlement. And
from the name of James occurring in it both as plaintiff
and defendant, it is likely his second wife was Mary,
daughter of Rev. John James. Mendlesham Register
entries are:

1683. Beniamin Folkard, infans, Sepult. Nov. 19.

1722. Mary, ye D. of John and Mary Folkard, Aug. 28.

1693. Maria Folkard, infans. Sepult. Febr. 4.

1684. Samuel, filius Tho. et Sarah Folkard, Bapt. Oct. 22nd.
1687. Elizab., filia Thom. et Sarah Folkard, Bapt. Nov. 27.
1692. Maria filia Tho. et Sarah Folkard, Bapt. Martii 29.

Maria died later in the year:

who died the same year:

The Mendlesham Burial Register also gives two
children, the first of whom was probably by the
second marriage, and the second by the third:

1722. (Buryall) Mary Folkard Dec. 9th.
1723. Rebecca, the D. of John and Mary Folkard, Novemb.
27.

Buryalls, 1680. Elizabetha Folkard, infans, May 9.
Buryalls, 1688. Tho. Folkard, infans, Sepult. Mar. 24.

1725. Susan, D. of John and Mary Folkard, March 28.

The baptisms of these two infants are unrecorded,
possibly never solemnised.
About 1660-67 “Thomas ffoulcard”, was taxed for
one hearth in Cotton. His death in the Mendlesham
Register reads:

1726. Deborah, D. of John and Mary Folkard, March 20.
1727. Mary, D. of John and Mary Folkard, Octr. 15
1728. Sarah, D. of John and Mary Folkard, Dec. 26.

Sarah died the following year:

1693. Thos. Folkard, Sepult. April 30.

Buryall. 1729. Sarah Folkard, Jan. 2nd.

No will has been found.
10. William ffolkard, of Mendlesham, brother of
Thomas, another son of Ambrose (No. 6) and Judith.
He is not named on the Candler Pedigree, so may be
the youngest child, born later than its compilation.
William was a devisee under the will of his uncle,
Robert Devereux, of 1686. Entries in Mendlesham
Register record he married Maria but beyond this we
know almost nothing about either of them:

Perhaps an entry in Mendlesham Register refers to a
son of John Folkard by his first marriage, probably
born at Ubbeston. I can find no other John to whom it
could apply.
1718. John Folcard, of Thraudeston, Singleman, and
Margaret Bloyre (Quare, Bloyse) of this Parish, Single
wooman, Septr. 15.

John seems to have died in 1734 and, unless my last
conjecture be correct, without male heir. His burial
entry in Mendlesham Register:

1672. Tho., filius Wm. Folkard et Maria uxo., Bap. Novr. 28.

Thomas died in 1686:

Buryalls 1734. John Focard, Dec. 23rd.

1686. Thom. Folkard, infans, Sepult. May 19.

9. Thomas ffolkard, of Mendlesham, John’s uncle and
son of Ambrose (No 6) and Judith. Candler gives his
name, and he is mentioned in the will of his uncle
Robert Devereux (1686) as living at that date. Among
the Papers relating to Suffolk printed in 1647, is:

1675. Georgius, fil. Wm. Folkard et Mari. uxo., Bapt. Dec. 29.

As William ffockard he paid on two hearths in
Mendlesham in 1670, and as William ffocard on four
heaths in 1674.
George died the year after his birth, though there is
a doubt whether an entry reads “gen.” or “inf.” in the
Register:

For 9th division Hartismere, next meeting appointed at Eye,
to be joyned to the Ministries is Thomas Folkard, of
Mendlesham. Date of their appointment, November 5, 1645.

1676. Geor. Folkard, gen. (or inf.) Sepult. May 24.

This means selection as a parochial officer, or,
perhaps, lay preacher, and not a clerical office.
Thomas was three times married. His first wife,
Francesca, died in 1677, her burial being recorded in
Mendlesham Register:

1677. Maria, filia Wm. et Maria Folkard, Bapt. Aprill 4.

Maria also died:
1678. Buryalls. Maria Folkard, infans, Aug. 17.

1677. Francisca (sic) Folkard Sepult. Octr. 8th.

1677. Wmms. Folkard, infans, Sepult. April 24.

His second wife was Hester, and the entry of her
burial is:

These entries close the history of the family at
Mendlesham. The descent may have been continued at
Ubbeston and Walpole. On 6 July, 1778, a Hannah
Folkard, was married to William Pleasants, single,
both of Mendlesham, her descent assumed from the
line above. And an unidentified “Widow Pocard”
paid tax on four hearths at Mendelsham in 1670.

1682. Hester Folcard Sepult. Novr. 27.

The third was Sarah, who survived her husband:
Buryalls. 1726. Wid. Folkard, Jan. 2.

Baptisms of issue to these three marriages are in
Mendlesham Register:
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Walpole, Gent. To my dear son-in-law, Thomas ffolkard,
forty shillings and library of books”

Settlement at Ratlesden
(Includes branches at Heveningham and Walpole)

Sarah Manning, a sister of Anne married in 1681,
Samuel ffolkard, of Walpole (see Mendlesham No. 6
page 73) cousin of Thomas, who, with Anne is named
in a Fine:

Folkards lived at Ratlesden from a very early date. In
1087 the name was known, the Inquisit. Eliensis
informing us that Fal~c (with note of abbreviation), a
man of the Abbot of St. Edmunds, held land there at
that date. But there is, of course, no direct line proven
from 1087 to the 1600s when a family settlement was
firmly established.
1. Samuel ffolkard, of Ratlesden, appears among the
earliest of the family there. He was (Candler) a son of
Ambrose, of Ubbeston (No 4 Mendlesham Line and
page 71) and married Elizabeth Swift, of Norwich,
who administered his estate in 1660. The Ratlesden
Register reads:

Between William Smith, Samuel Manning, Gen., and John
Greenleaf, plffs., and Thomas Tansey and Anne his wife, and
Thomas ffolkard and Anne his wife, defts., of 2 messuages
and 20 acres of land, 230 acres pasture, with appurtenances
in Westleton and Uppeston. Defts. receive £100 sterling.

Although of Ratlesden where he was born, Thomas
doubtless settled near his cousins at Ubbeston, as
indicated by the terms of another Fine; and he was
certainly the Thomas Folkard of Heveningham (near
Ubbeston), whose will is dated 1690. From that will it
seems Anne predeceased him. The entries in a rent-roll
of the manor of Ubbeston, 29 September 1682,
doubtless refer to him:

1653. Whereas Samuel ffolkerd of the Towne aforesaid
(Ratlesden) was chosen by the Inhabitants of the same Town
on the twoe and twenteath day of September, in the year one
thousand, six hundred, fifty three, to be Register for the sayd
Towne according to the Act touching Marriages, Births, and
Burials, bearing date the 24 August, 1653, the sayd Samuell
ffolkerd came before me, George Grome, Esq., one of
the Justices of the Peace for this County, and have allowed
the sayd Samuell folkerd, according to the sayd choise, to be
Register for the same Towne, and have taken his oath before
me for the faythful performance thereof this 29 October,
1653.

Of Thomas Folkard £1 12s 4d.
Of John Greenleafe, late ffolkard’s, 1s.

From date of proof of his will he died in 1691, aged
51. The description of “Grocer” was used anciently as
their designation by large importers of produce, such
as were the Burroughs of Ipswich. Of the children
named in the will, Samuel and Thomas are dealt with
below. The three daughters named as married
respectively to Isaac Locke, Joseph Cornish, and
Edmund Ludbrooke, have no additional record.

Entries in the same Register record the baptism of
his children:
1633, Octobr. 13. Elizabeth, Daughter of Samuell ffolkerd
and his wife, was Baptized.

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Heaveningham, Suff., Grocer: 9 April
1690. To Joseph Cornish his son-in-law £60, “in performance
of my promise on his marriage with my daughter”. To his
son-in-law Edmund Ludbrooke £40 for a similar reason. To
his son-in-law Isaac Lock £150 in satisfaction of a bond
given. Residue of estate to his son Samuell ffolkard. He to
pay all debts and expenses and to be sole executor. Signed
by testator. Witnessed by Ambrose Dopland, John Ellis, and
ffrances Lowe. Proved at Yoxford 6 May 1691.

1638, April 8. Sara, the Daughter of Samuell ffolkerd and his
wife, was Baptized.
1640, Decr. 20. Thomas, ye Sonne of Samuell ffolkerd and his
wife, was Baptized. 1644, August 25. Benjamin, ye Sonne of
Samuell ffolkerd and his wife, was Baptized.
1647, May 16. Hanna, ye Daughter of Samuell ffolkerd and
his wife, was Baptized.

No record of the birth of a son named after his father
has been found, but the marriage entry of the Register
of Great Barton, near Bury St. Edmunds:

3. Samuel ffolkard, of Walpole, Thomas’s son was
exor. to his will (1690). We know nothing more of him
than may be concluded from tokens he issued; one of
these of 1670 Davy refers to in a list of Suffolk tokens:

1663. Samuell ffolkerd, of Wetherden and Sarah Wright, of
Barton were m. Novr. 19th.

Samuel Folkard, of Walpole, Grocer, 1670. Obverse, a pair of
Scales, 11 brass. Reverse, S.F.

could well refer to a son of Samuel of Ratlesden.
Only of Thomas is there further record. It is almost
certain the Admon. in Bury Registry refers to this
Samuel living at Wetherden (only about two miles
from Ratlesden):

Golding’s Suffolk Coinage contained illustrations of
two tokens, a halfpenny and a farthing. The halfpenny
bears on its obverse “Samvell Folkard of,” and in the
centre a pair of scales; the reverse having “Walpoole,
Grocer, 1670”. The farthing has on its obverse
“Samvell Folkard, 68”; and in the centre “S.F.” The
reverse has “in Walpoole, Grocer,” and in the centre a
pair of scales. He, therefore, continued his father’s
business, Thomas having probably retired and gone to
live at Heveningham two miles or so from Walpole.

3 February, 1660. Administration of the goods of Samuel
ffolkard, formerly of Wetherden, deceased, granted to
Elizabeth ffolkard, the widow and relict of the deceased.

He was, according to Ratlesden Register, buried
there, the discrepancy of the date with that of the
Admon. being due to the use of the old and the new
styles.
1660. October 23. Samuel ffolkerd, a humble and exemplary
Christian, was Buried.

2. Thomas ffolkard, of Ratlesden, son of Samuel, was
baptized in 1640. He was the “Kinsman”, (i.e.,
nephew) alluded to in the will of Elizabeth Warren of
1673 which names his wife as Anne. Anne was
doubtless a daughter of Samuel Manning, of Walpole,
the entry (Ipsw. Pro. Sundry Books) coupled with a
Fine being almost conclusive of this:
Token issued by Samuel ffolkard, of Walpole, Suffolk, 1670.

1678, 22nd January. Proved (will of) Samuel Manning, of
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AMBROSE
See Mendelsham

ANN
1633-1677
MARY
1643-

FRANCES

AMBROSE = Elizabeth Botwright
Ubbeston

Elizabeth Stockdale= 6. ROBERT = Susan Sur
m1625
d 1675
d 1683
d1626

ELIZABETH = Francis
1635Bumpstead
m1658

8. ROBERT
= Mary
1640-1712?
d1699

10. ROBERT = . . . ?
Ratlesden
1668-

MARY
MARTHA

ROBERT
ANN

JUDITH
1760-

9. JOHN
1670-1700

11. THOMAS = Mary Segrave
1715-1800 d1796

THOMAS
1770-

7. THOMAS
1638-1722?

THOMAS

RICHARD
Mendlesham
L 1580

JOHN
See Mendelsham

SUSANNA = Christopher
m 1688
Godbold

3 daughters
(unnamed in will)
Mrs Cornish
Mrs Lubbrooke
Mrs Lock

3. SAMUEL = . . . ?
L1670

NICHOLAS = Widow Young
See Stowmarket

ELIZABETH

LYDIA = Nicholas
1646- Painter (?)

4. JOHN
=....?
d1729
Walshamle-Wilows

ANN

1. SAMUEL = Elizabeth Swift
d 1660
Norwich

2. THOMAS = Anne
1640-1691 Manning
Walpole

ELIZABETH
1633SARA
1638THOMAS
1640-

5. THOMAS = Anne . . . . ?
d1678
Ratlesden

THOMAS

ANN

ELIZABETH

BENJAMIN
1644HANNAH
1647-

SAMUEL =
Sarah Wright
Barton
m1663

4. John ffolkard, of Walsham-le-Willows, was
probably brother to Samuel, a son of Thomas, of
Ratlesden, Walpole, and Heveningham (No 2), though
he is not named in his will. He followed the same
trade as his assumed father, and his daughter bore his
mother’s name Anne, adding strength to this
supposition. In 1727 he was included in the Poll list for
Knights of the Shire as having voted for John Holt,
Esq. His will in the Bury Probate Office has been
abstracted:

In 1656, in the same Register:
Robert ffolkerd was Churchwarden this year.

Robert’s will, dated 1674 is in the Bury Probate
Office. From its date of proof Robert apparently died
in 1675, but strangely Ratlesden Register has no record
of his burial.
Will
27 Chas. 2, 1674. Robert ffolkard, of Ratlesden, Co. Suff.
Linnen weaver. To Thomas and Robert, my two sonnes, all
my Loomes, &c., to be equally divided. To Lydia ffolkard,
my youngest daughter, £30. All the rest of my goods to
Susanna my loveing wife for her naturall life. And after her
decease to be equally divided between Robert ffolkard, my
said sonne, and Elizabeth Bumstead, my daughter, or their
children if they be dead. I have given Mary ffolkard, my
daughter, £20 already. Wife sole executrix. John ffiske the
elder, of Ratlesden, Gent., and James Waller, Master of Arts
to be supervisers. Probat 6 Dec. 1675.

Will
John ffolkard, of Walsham in le Willows, Co. Suff., Grocer,
2 July, 1728. Messuage I dwell in and lands to Ann my
daughter, the now wife of Thomas Jenepe, of Bury St.
Edmunds, Grocer, for life; then to her children. She to
dispose of it to them by will. To her my messuage in
Rougham, Co. Suffolk. It to be sold on her decease, and
profits divided amongst her children. All my books to the
five children of the said Ann my daur. To Mr. Thomas
Wickes one guinea to preach my funerall sermon. Residue to
be put out to interest for use of said Anne my daur. My
kinsman, Thomas Flowerdew, of Botesdale, Gent., sole
executor.

Of Robert’s children, Ratlesden Register has:
1633. May 12. Anne, Daughter of Robert ffolkerd and his
Wife, was Baptized.

Proof of the will was entered on 31 July 1729:

Anne appears to have died unmarried:

Admon. bonor. concess. Anne Jenepe, fil defuncti,
Flowerdew renunc.

1677, Decr. 1. Anne ffolkerd was Buried.
1635. Elizabeth, Daughter of Robert ffolkerd and his Wife,
was Baptized.

5. Thomas ffolkard, of Little Harleston, near
Ratlesden, presumably another son of Thomas of
Heveningham (No 2) on the authority of the will of
Elizabeth Warren referred to. If this presumption is
correct, his will as “Thomas ffoaker”, of 1678, which
shows he predeceased his father, who did not die till
1691, accounting for the absence of mention of his son
in his own will. He married Anne (?) and left behind
him a son Thomas, and two daughters, Anne and
Elizabeth, all of whom have no additional record.

Elizabeth is mentioned by her married name in her
father’s will, her marriage being noted in the Register:
1658, March 30. ffrancis Bumpstead and Elizabeth ffolkerd
were married.
1638, April 8. Thomas, the Sonne of Robert ffolkerd and his
wife, was Baptized.
1640, Septbr. 6. Robert, ye Sonne of Robert ffolkerd and his
wife, was Baptized.

Will
Thomas ffoaker of Little Harleston, Suffolk, Yeoman:
30 May, 1678. To Elizeabeth his wife and to Anne his
daughter lands and tenements in Cotton. If the latter die or
marry before 24, then Elizeabeth his daughter to have her
share. His daughter Anne to have all other and moveable
property and money to pay his debts. To Thomas his son
one shilling! To Elizeabeth his daughter £5 when 21. His
daughter Anne executrix, and Daniel Clarke of Wiverston
Supervisor, the latter having 10 shillings for his trouble.
Testator’s mark. No proof recorded, but probably in 1680.

1643, March 2. Mary, ye Daughter of Robert ffolkard and his
wife, was Baptized.
1646, February 21. Lydia, ye Daughter of Robert ffokerd and
his Wife, was Baptized.

In 1670 he and his son Robert, as Robert ffowler paid
hearth tax in Ratlesden.
Robert’s will of 1674 refers to Lydia as single, so her
subsequent marriage was probably sanctioned by
license in Ipswich Registry:

6. Robert ffolkard, of Ratlesden, brother to Samuel
(No 1), and with him a son of Ambrose, of Ubbeston.
Two marriage entries in Ratlesden Register record:

June 5, 1677. Nicholas Painter to Lydia Ffolkerd.

7. Thomas ffolkard, Robert’s son is named in his will,
his baptism has been recorded above. From his will
Thomas died at the advanced age of 84, and from the
absence of mention of wife or children, he appears, did
he ever marry, to have outlived both. Doubtless a Fine
of 1709 was sued by Thomas:

1625, October 8th. Robert ffolkerd and Elizabeth Stockdaile
were married.
1632, April 17. Robert ffolkerd and Susan Sier were married.

Elizabeth, whose name Candler gives as “Stockden”,
died, apparently childless, the following year,

Between Thomas ffolkard and Alexander Cooke, plfs., and
John Smith and Sarah his wife, and Thomas ffuller and
Abigail his wife, Richard Keyan and Robert Keyan, defts., of
3 messuages, 3 horries (barns), 3 stables, 3 yards, 3 gardens,
3 orchards, 12 acres of land, 13 acres meadow, and 30 acres
pasture, with apptces. in Wiveston, Drinkestone, and
ffinborow Magna. Plffs. pay defts. £100 sterling.

1626, February 9. Elizabeth, ye wife of Robert ffolkerd, was
Buried. (Ratlesden Register)

Susan survived her husband was sole executrix to
his will and died in 1683, Ratlesden Register entry:
1683, March 22. The wid. ffolkard was Buryed.

Although his will directed that he be buried at
Ratlesden, its register has no record of his direction
having been complied with.

All Robert’s children were issue to the second
marriage. In 1633 he witnessed the will of his brother
John. A year previous he served as Constable of
Ratlesden, the Register notifying:

Will
Thomas ffolkard, of great ffinborow, Co. Suff., Yeoman. To
be buried in the churchyard of Ratlesden. Messuage in Great
ffinborow in occupation of ffrancis Bumpstead to be sold by
my nephew, Robert Bumpstead, of Ratlesden, and John

1632. Robert ffolkerd was Constable for this year.

A Constable was equivalent to mayor of a
municipality.
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Bumpstead, of Woolpit. To them my goods. They to be
executors. Probate 8 May, 1722.

10. Robert ffolkard another son of Robert (No 6).
Ratlesden Register records:

8. Robert ffolkard, of Ratlesden, was brother to
Thomas, and son of Robert, of Ratlesden (No 4). He
was baptized there in 1640. He paid hearth tax, with
his father, in Ratlesden in 1670, and probably on two
hearths in 1674, the year his father died. We learn from
entries in the Register that his wife was Mary, but her
surname is unknown. According to an entry in
Ratlesden Register, she predeceased her husband by
thirteen years.

1668, June 11. Robert, the Sonne of Robert ffolkard and Mary
his wife, was Baptized.

He was probably father of the children named in his
father’s will of 1712. We know nothing of the
birthplace of the children, and their father was, no
doubt, living elsewhere than Ratlesden at the time of
their birth or baptism. Neither he nor his wife are
named in his father’s will, nor is there any record of
their death.
Their son Robert and daughters Mary and Martha
are named in the will of their grandfather of 1712, the
two first as under age. A presumed third daughter of
theirs may have been:

1699, October 12th. Mary, ye wife of Robert ffolkard, was
buryed.

Robert paid a Subsidy in Ratlesden, as “Robert
ffowker, Junr.”, in the reign of Charles I (1625-49), and
an entry in the local Register informs us that between
1703 and 1704 he was Churchwarden.
The Ratlesden Register records Robert’s burial:

1713, Octob. 22. Anne ffolkard was buryed. (Ratlesden
Register)

11. Thomas ffolkard, of Ratlesden, also believed a
child of Robert (No10). The Ratlesden Register gives
his age at death, so he was born in 1715, after his
presumed brother and sister who were named in their
grandfather’s will of 1712.
Entries in the same Register of the birth of his
children inform us that his wife was named Mary; and
one son being christened Segrave, probably she was a
Mary Segrave. A further entry reads:

1712, October 20. Robert ffolkard was buryed.
Will
Robert ffolkerd, of Ratlesden, Yeoman, 6 Septr., 1712. To
Robert ffolkerd, my grandson, house and gardens belonging
wherein I now live. His education to be provided for, and
maintenance, until he attain his age of one and twenty years.
To Mary ffolkerd, my granddaughter, when 21. Personal
estate equally between Martha ffolkerd and Robert ffolkerd,
my grandchildren. James Bumstead, my kinsman, sole
executor. Probate 12 Novr., 1712. Jurat Jacobs. Bumstead

1796, Aug. 6. Mary ffolkerd, wife of Thomas ffolkerd, aged
81 yrs., was buried.

Mary was therefore born in 1715, the same year as
her husband. Of their children the Register has:

9. John ffolkard. Of Robert and Mary’s issue we have
but meagre detail. Ratlesden register has:

1760, Feb. 5. Judith, daughter of Thomas ffolkard and Mary
his wife, baptized.

1670, September 1. John, the Sonne of Robet ffolkerd and
Mary his wife, was Baptized.

1770. June 17. Thomas Segrave, son of Thomas and Mary
ffolkerd, was baptized.

This son appears, according to the later entry, to
have lived to 30 years of age:

Thomas’ death is entered in the same Register,

1700. November 4. John, ye son of Robert ffolkerd, was
buryed.

1800, January 7. Thomas Folkard, aged 85 yrs, buried.
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blacksmith’s shopp in occupacion of Thomas Read, and
other messuages in divers occupacons from sd. 20th March,
1697, for 99 years on trust. Rents to said Rose my wife for
30 years, if she shall live so long; then to Timothy ffolkard
my son. At the end of the 99 years all messuages to the heirs
of my son Timothy. If he dies sans issue, then to Rebecca
Richardson my daur. To sd. George Richardson, husband of
my said daur., and Rebecca his wife, other messuages in
Stowmarkett. To my sister, Sarah Gill, of Debenham, widow,
40 shillings; if she be dead, this money to her two daughters
equally. Goods to Rose my wife. She and son-in-law
Richardson Executors. 29 April 8, Wm. 3d, 1696. Probate
18 April, 1705. Jur. George Richardson.

Settlement at Stowmarket
1. Nicolas ffolkard was the first recorded resident
found at Stowmarket. Son to Robert, of Debenham
(No 1 of that line), by his second marriage, he is
named in his father’s will (1580). A remark in the will
as to his prodigal habits is a curious one. Candler’s
Pedigree informs us he lived at Stowmarket, and
married “the Widow Young”. As his father’s second
marriage did not take place until 1556, he was
probably about 20 years old at the date of his father’s
will, but there seems no subsequent trace of either him
or his wife.
2. Robert ffolkard, of Stowmarket, assumed on the
Pedigree to be a son of Nicolas was named probably
after his grandfather. Of his parentage there is no
direct proof, only mention being his admon. of 1664,
which indicates he died heavily in debt, a tendency to
extravagance possibly inherited from his prodigal
father.
3. Timothy ffolkard, of Stowmarket, assumed on the
Pedigree as a son of Nicolas (No 1). He was a
blacksmith, the earliest mention of him being a Fine of
1656:

No further record has been found of the children
named in the will. The Court Booke of Stowmarket als.
Abbottshall contains:
Cur. 5 May, 1671. Timotheus ffolker, Le Smith’s Shopp and
ter. lib. tenen.
Cur. 13 Oct. 1674. Timotheus ffolkard, License to pull down
and to build Smith’s Shopp.

4. Sarah ffolkard, according to Timothy’s will was a
daughter of Nicolas (No 1). She married a man named
Gill, who predeceased her, she living at Debenham as
a widow in 1696, and having then two daughters.
5. ffrancis ffolkard, of Stowmarket, was presumably,
a son of Nicholas (No 1). We have no knowledge of his
wife, who, as she is not mentioned in his will, must
have predeceased her husband. The earliest reference
to Francis is 1650, when he sued a Fine:

This is the final agreement made in the Court of the Queen’s
Bench at Westminster from the day of St. Michael in three
weekes in the year of our Lord 1656. Before Oliver St. John,
Edward Atkyns, Matthew Hale, and Hugh Wyndham,
Justices, and others, and then present. Between Timothy
ffolkard, plf., and Rowland Hodgson and ffrances his wife,
defts., of 1 messuage, and 1 garden, with the appurtenances
in Stowe markett. Whereupon a plea of covenant was
summoned between them in the said Court, that is to say,
that the aforesaid Rowland and ffrances have acknowledged
the aforesaid tenement with the appurtenances to be the
right of him the said Timothy as those which the said
Timothy hath of the gift of the aforesaid Rowland and
ffrances. And those they have remised and quit claimed
from them, the said Rowland and ffrances, and their heirs, to
the aforesaid Timothy and his heirs for ever, &c., &c. Plff.
pays £60 sterling.

Between ffrancis ffolker, plf., and Thos. Mounscall and
Margaret his wife, and Thomas Rushbrooke, and others,
deft., of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, and 2 orchards, in
Stowmarket. ffrancis ffoolker pays £60 sterling.

The Court Book of Stowmarket has:
Cur. 15 Oct. 19 Car. 2, 1667. ffranciscus ffokerd obijt.,
ffranciscus ffolkerd est filius senior et hoeres.

The date of the entry is confirmed by the date of
proof of his will found in the Bury Registry:

From the terms of this Fine, it seems Timothy
married a daughter of Rowland and ffrances Hodgson
in about 1656 and the property named was given as a
dower on her marriage. He was defendant in a
Chancery suit of the pleadings, &c.:

Will
ffrancis ffolkard, of Stowmkett, Co. Suff., Yeoman. 2 April
1667. To Thomas ffolkard, my sonne, all my wearinge appel.
My messuages and lands to be sold. I have received long
since of Henry Locksume, of the Citty of London, Gent., the
sume of ffive pounds, which was given vnto Anne ffolkard,
my daughter. Exors. to pay the sayd sume vnto the said
Anna (sic) ffolkard, together with Twenty Shillings for the
vse thereof. Moneys that shall arise on the sale of my lands
equally vnto my foure children, namely, ffrancis ffolkard,
Thomas ffolkard, Ama (sic) ffolkard, and Mary the wife of
William Throughgood. Robert Greene and Peter Sare, of
Stowmarkett, worsted weavers, to be exors. Probt. 1667,
18 April.

Bloome vs ffolkard, 23 November, 1672. Mary Bloome, of
Stowmarket, widow, and Joseph Crane, of the same place,
Gent., exor. of Robert Bloome, deceased, who, on the 16 Oct.,
1658, purchased of one Thos. Drap(er), of Melton,
Woollendraper, a messuage in Stowmarket. Bloome sold it,
24 June, 1664, to Timothy ffolkard, of Stowmarket,
Blacksmith. On the death of Bloome, the absolute sale to
ffolkard was disputed, and the action seeks to force him to
disclose all deeds and writings in his possession.

The answers filed possess no interest, though they
are lengthy.
As Timothy ffucard, he paid a tax on three hearths at
Stowmarket in 1674, and a further mention of him is in
a list of “Foote Armes” charged on the several towns
of Suffolk in 1676:

6. Francis ffolkard. Of the children named in the will,
ffrancis is thus referred to in the Court Book:
Cur. 19 Octr. 1669. ffranciscus ffolkard, nune plene etatis,
vendidit Roberto Glover.

So he must have been born in 1648. Nothing further
is known about him.
7. Thomas ffolkard, Francis’ other son, appears to
have lived at Combs, two miles from Stowmarket. An
abstract of proceedings in Chancery of 1681 confirms
this and informs us besides that he was then married
to Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Blomfield, of
Buxhall:

Timothy ffolker hath charge of a musket in Stowmarket.

His will is dated 1696, and proof having been
deferred until 1705 indicates it as the year of his death.
His wife Rose was living at the date of the will:
Will
Timothy ffolkard, of Stowmarket, Co., Suffolk, the elder,
Blacksmith. To Rose my wife messuages, &c., in
Stowmarkett until 20 March, 1697. To son-in-law George
Richardson, of Stowmarkett, Woolcomber, messuage with

Richer vs. ffolker. 3 Jan. 1681. Daniel Richer, late of Barking,
Essex, Yeoman, was of Stepney. Wm. Lockwood, late of
Combes, Suff., where he died, owned lands there called
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See Framlingham

AMBROSE = Elizabeth Botwright
See Ratlesden

2. ROBERT = . . . ?
Stowmarket

3. TIMOTHY = Rose Hodgson
Stowmarket
L 1705
d 1705

1. NICHOLAS = Widow Young
L 1580

RICHARD
Mendlesham
L 1580

4. SARAH = . . . . Gill
L 1696

5. FRANCIS = . . . . ?
Stowmarket
d 1667

2 daughters

Elizabeth = 8. JOHN = Frances

9. JOHN = Elizabeth
L 1743
JOHN

10. ROBERT
Stowmarket
d 1804(?)

REBECCA = George
L 1697
Richardson

TIMOTHY

6. FRANCIS
1648-69

ANNE

7. THOMAS = Elizabeth
L 1685
Blomfield

MARY
L 1676
= William
Thorogood

Signatures of Thomas and Elizabeth
ffolkard, of Combes, Suffolk, as defendants
in Chancery Proceedings, “Richer vs ffolker
alias ffouker”, 1681.

Lockwoods, and others in Finborough and Stowmarket,
altogether worth £150 per annum. He died 1656, Margery
ffrench, his niece, and da. of Robert Richer, being his heir.
She was mother of petitioner, who succeeded at her death,
and he charges Thomas Blomfield, of Baxhall, since dead,
with forging the will of petitioner’s mother, and Elizabeth
Blomfield alias ffouker, his da., with combining with others
in bringing action of ejectment against petitioner on that
will, which will was upheld by a jury at Bury, and the
defendant lived on the land at Combes. The answer of the
defendant and his wife is signed by Thomas ffolkard and
Elizabeth folkerd.

10. Robert ffolkard, of Stowmarket, possibly son to
the Robert who witnessed Constance Browne’s will
quoted above. He is named in several Poll lists for
Knights of the Shire as of Stowmarket in 1770, 1784,
1790 and 1791; while, as proprietor, he was assessed in
1798 at 8 shillings for land tax in Stowmarket on the
land let to T. Fuller, and at 16 shillings for land he
himself both owned and lived upon in the same town.
He was probably the Robert ffolkard, of Stowmarket,
whose will of 1804 is in the Probate Registry at Bury
(no copy available). With the death of Robert, the
Folkard connection with this district apparently
ceased.

In 1685 Thomas and Elizabeth were concerned with
a Fine:

This is not the end of the Folkards in Stowmarket.
William 1865-1930 who was born at Heath Farm,
Lexden, Colchester, and educated at the local school,
was later apprenticed to a Stowmarket ironmonger,
quite possibly his uncle John and rose to become a
prominent trader, with branches at Eye and Bungay. A
fuller account of William of Stowmarket is given by
Peter Folkard of Kelvedon on page 177.

Between James Waller, plf., and Thos. ffolkerd and
Elizabeth, his wife, defts., respecting 1 messuage, 2 barns,
1 stable, 1 garden, 2 orchards, 8 acres of land, 7 acres of
meadow, and 20 acres pasture, with appurts. in Combe.
Defendants receive £60 sterling.

There has been no record found of the death of
either Thomas or Elizabeth.
8. John ffolkard, of Stowmarket, was probably a son
of Robert (No 2), and seems to have called his own son
John. He, in turn, continued it to a child of his. The
earliest reference possessed to John is in the will of
Constance Browne, of Stowmarket, widow, dated
11 June 1700:
Messuage purchased of John Keble, of Stowmarket, Gent.,
and now in occupation of John ffolkard, my grandson-inlaw, in Stowmarket, and to Elizabeth ffolkard, my
grandchild, his wife, for their lives, and then to their
children.

A Robert ffolkard witnessed the will. However,
there is no mention of him in John’s will (1718), so we
don’t really know who Robert was.
Will
John ffolkard, of Stowmarket. To ffrances, my dear and
loving wife, garden lately purchased of Mr. John Parke,
together with all household goods, &c. To my son, John
ffolkard, my house I live in to him and his heirs for ever. He
and my said wife to continue to live together, and carry on
the trade. 8 May, 1718. Probate 14 May, 1718. Juramento
ffrancisce ffolkard, executrix.

The will proves Elizabeth had died and that
between 1700 and 1718, John married a ffrances, of
whom nothing else is known.
9. John ffolkard of Stowmarket, John’s son of whom
we are similarly ignorant, though probably a Fine of
1743 refers to him and his wife:
Between Thos. Veale, plf., and ffredk. Cotton and Elizabeth
his wife, John ffolkard and Elizabeth his wife, Ann Banks,
widow, and peter ffugett and Sarah his wife, defts., of
2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 4 acres of land, 4 acres of
meadow, and 4 acres pasture, with appurts., in Easton and
Wickham. Plf. pays £60.
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JOHN
sp

THOMAS
sp

5. THOMAS = Ann
L 1681

ANNE
ua 1681
d 1710?

ANNE
Bp 1711

SUSAN

4. EDMUND
1649-1701

ROBERT
1630-

ELIZABETH

SARAH

3. FRANCIS
1623(bp)-81
m 1643

PETER
FRANCIS
d aged 9

= Anne Burrough
-1681

MARY = John Talmadge
1626m 1656

A . . . . = 6. FRANCIS = Mary Porter
1652-1722
-1737
m 1690

7.FRANCIS = Deborah Chaplin
1688-1753 1698-1779

12.ELIZABETH = Rev Montague
1720-74
North

2. JOHN = . . . ?
b 1640

WILLIAM
bd 1650

JOHN = . . . ?
Lavenham
L 1739

ALICE
L 1650 and 1681

8. MARY = John
1692Punchard

Rachel
1725

Unnamed
d inf
FRANCIS
d inf

= Marjory Moorlinge

9. SARAH = . . .
1693- Blomfield

WILLIAM
L 1695
ANNE
1696-

THOMAS = Mary
1726-82
-1773

Francis

John
1728

14. THOMAS = Sarah Wayman
1767-1852 1756-1845

13.DEBORAH = Frederick
L 1780
Keller

15. MERCY = John Gray
1793-1865

10. ELIZABETH = Richard
1698-1759
Geater

16. MARTHA = John Smith
1797-1822

? one son

MARY =
James Calver

Ann

11. ALICE
L 1735 =
(1) Francis Peachey
(2) Thomas Newson

Settlement at Parham

Parham, where he died in 1666, his burial being
recorded in Parham Register:

(includes branch at Clopton)

Edmund ffolkard buried 21 Febry, 1666.

This settlement, one of the best authenticated of all the
Suffolk Lines, died out in direct descent with the Rev
Francis Folkard, rector of Clopton and Hasketon in
1753. The house in Parham in which several
generations of the family lived is near the church and
still stands (1890) much as Davy alluded to it in 1825.

No will of his has been found. Of his numerous
family, Francis is dealt with hereafter and Mary was
baptized at Framlingham as:
Marie, daughter of Edmund and Susan ffoliarde, baptized
2 Nov, 1626.

Of her marriage:

Under the window-sill of a house by the road side, a short
distance northward of the church, carved on wood are the
arms of Ufford. This house now belongs to, and is the
residence of, Mr Thomas Folkard.

The daie of publication between John Talmage and Marie
ffolkard, both single, ffolkod of Bedfield, and were married
ye 25 December, 1656, by me, B Bowtell.

The house is reputed to have been built about 1400.
The arms of the Folkard family appear on a shield on
the end of the roof principals of Parham Church. A
visit made in 1991 by Edward John Folkard, found the
church to be undergoing extensive renovation, but the
coat of arms was still to be found and it was from a
photograph of this that the front cover was
reproduced.
Residence at Parham after the direct Line died out
was continued by Folkards of Bedfield and those of
Dennington.
1. Edmund ffolkard, of Framlingham and subsequently of Parham was the first of the family to reside
at Parham. A son of Thomas, of Bedfield (No 5 of that
Line), and Anne Stannaway, he is named in his
father’s will (1626) and according to it had seven
children. Among the list of entries preserved of the
lost Bedfield Register, the name of ffolkard is found in
1580, probably, the date of Edmund’s birth. He would
therefore have been 86 years old at his death. He well
deserved the description given of him as ‘‘the olde
man” in a will of 1664, if this be he.
His first marriage, according to Candler, was to
Susan, daughter of William Green of Hadleigh, by
whom he had eleven children. Nothing further has
been found about Susan or her death.
In 1639 Parham Register records Edmund’s second
marriage:

Mary is twice named in the will of her uncle
Anthony ffolkard of 1656, her husband being the
conditional trustee of all the testator’s property. The
Register of Coddenham has:
Anne Talmach, daughter of John and Mary, da of Edmund
ffolkard, of Bedfield, born 1st July, 1657.

The Talmaches of Coddenham were a branch of the
Earl of Dysart’s family (Tollemache). Their name in
Coddenham Register variously spelt as Talomache,
Tallemach, and Tollemach. John Talmage was
baptized at Coddenham, 7 July 1617. His marriage to
Mary ffolkard is recorded on the Candler Pedigree.
Of the other children of Edmund’s first marriage
Candler names Thomas, John, Elizabeth, Susan and
William, all said by him to have died without issue.
William may have been the man referred to in the lost
Bedfield Register as
Old William ffolkard buried 1650.

‘‘Old” here probably meant senior — a younger
William, who lived till 1703, lived at Bedfield. Another
Thomas and a son Robert are also given by Candler.
Of Robert the Framlingham Register has:
Robert, son of Edmund and Susan Folkard, baptized 12 Feb
1630.

Candler’s Pedigree also names a daughter Sarah,
further referred to in the will of her uncle Anthony
(1656). Candler also includes Anne, named in the wills
of her uncle and aunt. The aunt’s will (1664) finds her
unmarried, and living with her father. John, the only
child, of the second marriage is dealt with hereafter.
2. John ffolkard was evidently named after a son by
the first marriage, who, according to Candler, died sp,
and therefore, possibly, young. John was the son of
Edmund and his second wife Margerie Moorlinge and
was born at Parham. His baptismal notices, 19 April
1640 is given above. John was assessed in 1663, as
‘‘John ffolker” for land at Bedfield valued at £2 10s. He
seems to have lived at Dallinghoo along with other
members of the Bedfield family — the Ipswich Probate
Office records:

Edmond ffolkard and Margerie Moorlinge marryed. 28th
May, 1639.

At which date Edmund would have been 59 years
old. So it is not surprising we find but a single child of
his marriage. The Parham Register has:
John ffolkard, sonne of Edmund ffolkard and Margerie,
bapt. 19 April, 1640.

In 1647 Edmund is referred to in the Parham Manor
Rolls though he was at that date certainly resident at
Framlingham:
Chas 23. Edmund Nelson surrenders to Edmund ffolkard, of
Framlingham, who is admitted.
Thomas Alexander, Gent, admitted upon a forfeited
conditional surrender of Edmund ffolkard to lands etc, in
Parham which said Edmund took up on the surrender of
Edmund Nelson at a Court holden the 30th April, 1647.

10 February, 1678. Lic. between Tho Russel, of Kettleburgh
and Susanna Baxter, de fframsden, to church at Dallinghoo,
John ffolkard, of Dallinghoo, a bondsman in £200.
12 Janry 1679. Marriage between Robert Smart and Phoebe
Russel, both of Wickham Market. John ffolkard, of
Dallinghoo, a bondsman in £200.

Further references to these lands are under the entry
of his son Francis. In 1656 Edmund’s brother
Anthony’s will refers to him and his children, and
both he and his daughter Anne are named in that of
Anthony’s widow (1664). Children of Edmund were
baptized at Framlingham in 1623, 1626, 1630, and in
1657 he is named as ‘‘ffolkod of Bedfield” in the same
Register, notifying the marriage of his daughter Mary.
He seems to have moved frequently. Born at Bedfield,
he settled in Framlingham; went, probably about 1635,
to Bedfield; was back at Framlingham in 1647; at
Bedfield again in 1657, and late in life settled at

The Russels were probably children of John’s aunt.
Another entry (Ibid) refers to John:
11 Octr, 1683. John ffolkard bondsman in £200 for marriage
between John Meadows, of Bedfield, single, and Hester
Smith, of peasenhall, single.

He was the ‘‘John ffoakard” included in a Suffolk
Poll List of 1702 as a freeholder in Howe (Hoo). His
nephew ffrancis afterwards married Mary Porter, of
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Lavenham, so it is no far-fetched conclusion the
notification of bankruptcy in the Ipswich Journal of
7 July, 1739, refers to a son of his settled there:

and Anne his wife (of land) which the aforesaid Ann became
seised of in 1660. (ex Latin)

John Follyard, of Lavenham, Linendraper and Chapman,
Dec 29, 1739.

Anne, wife of ffrancis ffolkard, son of Edmund ffolkard,
admitted on the regrant of the lord to lands seised after the
death of Thos Alexander, Esq, and which the said Thomas
Alexander took up on the surrender of said Edmund
ffolkard at a Court held the 11 April, 1654.

Uncertain date:

This mis-spelling of the name is of frequent
occurrence. No further information concerning John
has been found, and we revert to Edmund’s children
by his first wife, Susan Green.
3. ffrancis ffolkard, of Parham, Edmund’s first son.
The Register of Framlingham has:

In 1676 Francis was defendant to a Fine sued by
John Lambert respecting lands in Parham and
elsewhere, doubtless including the lands of John
Lambert referred to. His will is dated 16 November,
1681, his burial being recorded in Parham Register:

ffrancis, sonne of Edmund ffolkard and Susan his wife, was
baptized Nov 4, 1623.

ffrancis ffolkard buryed 6th Dec, 1681.

Before 1649 Francis married Ann, daughter of
Barnaby Burrough, of Ipswich. Her father died,
according to Dr Muskett in 1632. He also states she
was ‘‘cousin to Thomas Burrough, of Ipswich”. The
Burroughs were of an old and good county family. In
1650 Ann was alluded to in the will of her brother,
Barnaby Burrough, Merchant of Great Yarmouth:

His will describes him as a ‘‘Clothier”, a term
applied to those who dealt on a large scale in the cloth
at that date the prime manufacture of Suffolk. The
gold seal left by the will to his son Thomas still exists
(1890). Francis died at the age of 58, much younger
than customary with the members of his family.
His children, Edmund, ffrancis and Thomas follow
below. We know nothing beyond mention made in her
father’s will of Alice.

Will
Item. I doe give unto my sister Anne ffolkard, wife to
ffrancis ffolkard, of Parham, in Suff. All that my right and
interest which I have by virtue of the last will and testament
of my deceased ffather, Barnaby Burrough, in the several
legacies or porcons of my two deceased sisters, Martha and
Sarah Burrough, my severall parts of which porcons
remayneth in the handes of my mother Anne Burrough, in
Ipswich, widow.

Will
ffrancis ffolkard the elder of Parham, Suff, Clothier:
16 November, 1681. ‘‘Sicke and weake in bodye but of
perfect mind and memorey”. Commends his soul to
Almighty God after the usual formula. ‘‘And as for that little
worldly wealth wherewith it has pleased God to intrust me
withall I thus dispose thereof”. To Anne ‘‘my well beloved
wife” the house he dwelt in with all appurtenances in
Parham for life. At her death the same to go to frrancis
ffolkard his second son and to his heirs for ever. To Edward
ffolkard his eldest son five shillings only. To Thomas
ffolkard his son £100. ‘‘Alsoe I give unto my sonne Thomas
ffolkard my gold ring with the seale engraven on it.” To
Alice ffolkard his daughter £100. To his grandaughter Anne
ffolkard £15 at 21. ‘‘Lastly I doe give and bequeath unto my
sonne ffrancis ffolkard All my goodes and Chattels,
household stuffe, and all the moneyes due to me
whatsoever, saving only these goods hereafter mentioned.”
He to pay all testator’s debts and legacies. Testator’s wife to
have ‘‘one bedd and everything convenient for her to furnish
a Roome, and my sonne ffrancis shall take an inventory of
goods as my Wife shall have for her use”. Wife to engage
that at her death all said goods be returned to his three
children, ffrancis, Thomas and Alice, to be parted between
them equally. His son ffrancis to pay to Mr Gregory Damant
£100, ‘‘that my house may be cleered of the mortgage”.
Should he refuse to do this, then £100 to be given to
testator’s wife out of stock to pay Mr Damant. His sons
ffrancis and Thomas exors. Signed and sealed by ffran
ffolkard the testator in the presence of William Wood,
Robert Whitlock (his mark), Henry Wyard, and Sarah
Whitlock — Proved at London in the Prerogative Court of
Canterbury 20 January 1681 (New Style) by ffrancis ffolkard,
one of the exors.

This was proved in London, 12 November 1657, by
Anne Burrough and John Reeve exors. Edmund
ffolkard left by will to his wife the house at Parham for
her life, but she did not survive him. Parham Register
records:
Ann ffolkard, of ——-, buried 4th August, 1681.

In 1656 Francis is named in the will of his uncle
Anthony, of Bedfield, three of his children being also
specified. In 1660, on a Hearth Tax Roll he paid for five
hearths in his house at Parham. In 1663 judgement
was given whereby he recovered a loan of four
pounds made by him to John Dawson, of
Framlingham, with 26 shillings as damages, his
attorney being Edward Colman. In 1665 he sought
recovery of a messuage and four acres of pasture in
Parham let to Nicholas Cole. Richard Porter, who
appeared at Westminster as his attorney in this suit,
may have been a relative of the Mary Porter who
married his son Francis. He is named in the will of
12 October 1667, of Thos Burrough, of London,
Merchant, of Goodman’s Yard, Minories. This will
bequeathed £700 and property in Ipswich to the
testator’s son Thomas, with a proviso that
Nevertheless, if my said sonne Thomas shall die before his
said Age of One and Twenty years without any Children,
then I give and bequeath One hundred and fifty pounds of
the said sum of Seven Hundred Pounds to Edmund
ffoulkerd, Sonne of ffrancis ffoulkard, of Barham (sic), in the
said County of Suff. (Proved 14 February, 1667)

4. Edmond ffolkard, of Parham, eldest son of ffrancis,
is first entered in the Parham Register:
Edmond ffolkard, son of ffrancis ffolkard and Ann, baptized
8 April, 1649.

The Parham Court Rolls in 1660 state:
Anne, wife of ffrancis ffolkard, son of Edmund ffolkard,
admitted on regrant (ex Lat)

Little is known about him apart from a legacy by the
will of his great-uncle Anthony ffolkard, of Bedfield
(1656), and, contingently, in the will (1667) of his uncle
Thomas Burrough. No record has been found of a
marriage.
From the tone of the legacy by his father’s will in
which his name was erroneously printed as Edward
— we conclude he was a black sheep:

John Lambert, of Wapping, Merchant, admitted on the
forfeiture of ffrancis ffolkard and Anne his wife to the tenure
which the aforesaid Anne took on the reconcession of the
lord at a Court held 27 April, 1660. (ex Latin)

In 1664:
John Lambert admitted on the forfeiture of ffrancis ffolkard

Item. I give and bequeath unto Edmond ffolkard, my eldest
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sonne, the sume of ffive shillings, to bee paid him within one
year next after my decease.

In 1693 he was a party to a Fine:
Between ffrancis ffolkard and Thomas Botwright, plffs, and
Robert Colvill and Margaret his wife, Charles Colville and
Marie his wife, Henry Murdock and Mary his wife, and John
Bradlaugh and Alice his wife, defts, of 5 messuages,
5 gardens, 5 acres land, and 30 acres pasture, with apptces in
Parham, Clopton, Ufford, and Orford. Plff pays £160
sterling.

Edmond lived only to the age of 52, the entry in
Parham Register reading:
Edmund ffolkard buryed 6 March, 1701.

5. Thomas ffolkard third son of ffrancis (No 3) paid on
five hearths in Parham in 1675, and was named in his
father’s will (1681). He was probably the Thomas
referred to in Framlingham Register:

In 1699 concerned with a third Fine:
Between ffrancis ffolkard, Joshua Paske, Charles Stanmer,
and George ffrost, Plffs, and George Carew, Gent, and Alicia
his wife, and others, of 3 messuages, 2 barns, 2 stables,
22 acres land, 34 acres meadow, and 52 acres pasture, with
apptces in Peasenhall, Baddingham, Heaveningham, Sibton,
Stradishall, and Lavenham. Defendants receive £260 sterling.

Ann, Dr of Thomas and Ann ffolkard, baptized 8 Novr, 1711.

Probably the granddaughter, Ann ffolkard, referred
as then under age, was also a child of Thomas, and she
had died before the birth of the Anne baptized as
above. Thomas was on the Poll List of Suffolk for the
Knights of the Shire as a freeholder at Rickinghall
Inferior in 1727.
6. ffrancis ffolkard, of Parham, was described as
second son of ffrancis (No 2) in his will. He continued
his father’s business of cloth merchant at Parham, and
lived in the same house.
His baptism was recorded in Parham Register:

In 1701 Francis and his wife are referred to in
another Fine:
Between Henry ffauconberge, Doctor of Laws, and John
May, plffs, and Joseph Cutleve, Clerk, and Susannah his
wife, and ffrancis ffolkard, generosus (ie gentleman), and
Marie his wife, defts, of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, 6 acres
meadow and 1 acre pasture, with apptces in Ipswich, Beccles
and Ingate. Plffs pays defts. £60 sterling.

Francis ffolkard, son of Francis and Ann, baptized 26 June,
1652.

In 1705 he entered a suit in Chancery:

Francis may have married twice — his widow, Mary
Porter’s will mentions her ‘‘son-in-law” (ie, stepson) —
but no record of a first wife has been found. By 1701
however, he was married to Mary Porter, the daughter
of John Porter of Lavenham. This information comes
from an extract from a lawsuit involving the pair:

2 May, 1705. ffrancis ffolkard, of Parham, Suffolk,
Gentleman, showeth that William ffolkard, late of Bedfield,
Suffolk, Yeoman, decd, was his uncle, and possessed of
lands and houses in Bedfield and elsewhere in Suffolk. The
will of the latter was dated on or about the 10 Septr, 1703, the
orator benefiting by the following clauses of it.
The testator died 22 October, 1703. The plaintiff occupied
the properties, among them being three closes which he
contends were part of the appurtenances devised to him.
The defendants claim these as being part of their bequest.
The plaintiff says the testator made a former will in 1693,
and then only left to Simon Rous, the father, £100. The Rouse
family entered action of ejectment, but would not produce
the will at the trial of it. The defendants’ describe Bedfield
Dogg as a farm, and say (which was true) that the testator
was not uncle to the plaintiff, ‘as the compt in his said Bill
pretendeth, but at the most some remote relation; but the
defendants, Simon Rouse and George Sewell, were sisters’
sonnes, and are heires-at-law of the said testator’. They claim
the lands as part of the Bedfield Dogg farm.

On the 27 Nov, 1705, Ffrancis ffolkard, Gent, of Parham, and
Mary his wife, one of the daughters of John Porter, late of
Lavenham, Suffolk, Clothier, decd, and Sarah Porter, of
parham, singlewoman, the other daughter of the said John
Porter, his only children, in Septr, 1683, the said John Porter
being then a widower and having entered into a treaty of
marriage with Elizabeth, alias Bettie, Wells, of Lavenham,
widow, made certain monetary arrangements. The case
(ffolkard vs Snelling and Boughton) turns upon these.

Sarah Porter is buried at Parham, her tomb, still well
preserved bearing inscription:
Here lieth the Body of
Sarah Porter, who was
daughter to John Porter, of
Lavenham, who departed this
Life July ye 16, 1730

The actual relationship between the complainant in
the case and William ffolkard, the testator named, was
second cousin.
In 1716 Francis was named in a list of tenants of the
manor of Kettleburgh:

The first child of the marriage was baptized in 1692
so it probably took place about 1690 or 1691. Mary
survived her husband, made her will in 1735, and died
on 21 June 1737, aged 71. Her burial being entered at
Parham:

ffolkard, ffrancis, free tenant, formerly King’s, formerly
Haly’s. 6s 4d. (ex Latin)

The land appears to be in Parham. Curiously, in
1718 Francis executed a deed constituting himself
guardian of those of his children then under age. The
Ipswich Probate Office Admon Rolls read:

Mary ffolkard, Widd, buryed 24 June, 1737.

Francis was also mentioned in the will of his greatuncle Anthony ffolkard, of Bedfield (1656), being a
legatee under it to £5, though then an infant of four
years old. There are references to him in his father’s
will. His elder brother Edmund, having been almost
disinherited by it, the bulk of the property was left to
ffrancis, he being appointed exor to it. He paid on five
hearths in Parham as Mr ffr ffocard in 1674. In 1693,
1702 and 1709, he is named in the Court Rolls of
Parham as ‘‘ffrancis ffolkard, Gentleman, Inhabitant of
Parham”. In 1692 he was named in a Fine:

ffrancis ffolkard, of Parham, Gent, by the election of
Elizabeth ffolkard, aged 20 and upwards, Thomas ffolkard,
aged 18 and upwards, and Alice ffolkard, aged 14 years and
upwards, minors, the real and lawful son and daughters of
the abovenamed ffrancis ffolkard, is admitted and sworn
Guardian and Curator to them, the said Elizabeth, Thomas
and Alice, during their minorities. 9 August 1718.

A marriage settlement of 1719 alludes to:

Between ffrancis ffolkard, plff, and John King and Margaret
his wife, defts, of the fourth part of a messuage, a garden, an
orchard, 10 acres land, 10 acres meadow, 70 acres pasture,
with apptces, in Parham, Cransford, and Glenham Magna.
ffrancis ffolkard pays £60 sterling.

All that Tenement or Cottage, with the yards etc, etc,
formerly in the tenure of ffrancis ffolkard and John Damont
and now of Samuel Buttrum and Thomas Arnold, situate in
Parham.
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her death to my son ffrancis ffolkard, as also to him all and
every my coppyhold and customary Lands and premises in
parham aforesaid, but wife to enjoy the profit of them
during her life. But if wife refuse to give my said son, or his
brother or sisters hereinafter named, or any of them
requiring the same, a release or releases of all Dower and
thirds out of the estates devised, then bequests to be void. I
give to the said ffrancis and his heires the Advowson,
Donations, and the Disposition of and to the Churches of
Clopton and Woodbridge-Hasketon. To wife the use of all
and every my household goods not herein specifically
devised for life. At death to be divided among her children
in such proportions as she may decide. To my son Thomas
my house and land in Bedfield and the goods in the parlor.
To my daughters Mary and Alice my messuage, farm, and
lands in Peasenhall, Baddingham, Heveningham, and
Sibton, as tenants in comon, and £100 each in money after
death of wife. I give to my daughters Sara and Elizabeth one
Guinea a piece to buy them a ring, the tankard, great copper,
and furniture in the Hall and Chamber. And all rest, land,
etc, to ffrancis my son, who is exor.” — Signed and sealed
by testator, and witnessed by William Damant, Edmond
Geater, and Robert Bentley — Proved at Ipswich 31 October
1722.

In 1721:
Clopton. ffrancis ffalkard, Patron of living.

Francis made his will very shortly before his death.
His burial is recorded in Parham Register:
ffrancis ffolkard, Gent, buryed 29th September, 1722.

The stone covering his grave in Parham churchyard,
it is evident from his widow’s will, was placed there
13 years after his death. Davy, describes it in about
1820 as much broken. By 1884 the slab had been
removed from the former brick monument and laid on
the ground close to the wall of the church. Cracked in
several places, the date of death was illegible, but
other lettering was as clear as when first cut. The
inscription read:
Here lyeth the Body of
Francis Folkard, Gent,
who departed this Life the 23rd of
———.

We know from the Register the blanks should be
filled by September, 1722. Below this inscription is that
of his widow:
Also the Body of
Mary Folkard his wife,
Who departed this Life
the 21st June, 1737
Aged 71 years.

Will
Mary Folkard of Parham, Suff, ‘‘relict of Francis Folkard”:
30 January 1735. ‘‘To be buried near the body of my
deceased husband, the grave to be made large enough to
contain both our Bodies and be Bricked from the Bottom,
and a marble stone to be laid over our Bodies at the equal
charge of all my four daughters.” To her son Thomas
Folkard ‘‘all the goodes in the hall”. To her daughter Mary
Punchard ‘‘£10 of lawful money of Great Britain, the Great
Cheste of Drawers that stand in the Parlour Chamber, with
all such goods as shall be in them at the time of my decease,
and the bed there as it stands, and also the Clocke as it
stands in the Kitchen”. To ‘‘my daughter“ Sarah Blomfield a
bed and other items, and £10. To ‘‘my daughter” Elizabeth
Geater £5 and some furniture. To ‘‘my daughter” Alice
Peachie a similar legacy. ‘‘To my son-in-law (ie, stepson)
Francis Folkard the deal box marked F. Folkard with all in
it”. Goods not specifically disposed of to be sold for debts
and legacies, and overplus to be divided among the four
daughters abovenamed, who are appointed exors — Signed
by testatrix, and witnessed by Francis Stogdale, Elizabeth
Calver, and Robert Pells. Proof not recorded.

The Court Rolls of Parham record:
1722. The death of ffrancis ffolkard, Gent, presented.

The Ipswich Journal of 14 April, 1739 reports:
A very good Dwelling House in Parham, with convenient
Out-houses, Yards, Garden, and 1 Orchard, and about Thirty
Acres of Land, late in the Occupation of Mrs Folkard, and
now of Mr Henry Williams. For further Particulars Enquire
of Mr Peregrine Love in Ipswich, or of the Revd Mr Folkard
at Clopton.

Of Francis’ issue, Thomas is dealt with under
Bedfield Settlement (page 33) and ffrancis, Mary,
Sarah, Elizabeth and Alice will be found separately
further on. His remaining children are noticed by
entries in Parham Register:
William ffolkard, sonne of ffrancis and Mary, baptized
27 Dec, 1694.

7. ffrancis ffolkard, Rector of Clopton and Hasketon,
was a son of ffrancis (No 6) by Frances, his first wife.
A rent roll of Baddingham Hall (1705) records:

William ffolkard, buried 15 May, 1695.
Anne ffolkard, daughter of ffrancis and Mary, baptized
10 July, 1696.

ffrancis ffolkard, Clk, for a chase way — 2 capons,
2 shillings.

Edmund ffolkard, the sonne of ffrancis and Mary, baptized
7 October, 1701.

He took his AB degree in 1709, so probably Davy
has wrongly transcribed the date. By his father’s will,
land at Baddingham is bequeathed. A Rev ffrancis
ffolchier took a degree at Cambridge in 1690 ‘‘by
Order of the King”, and there is just a remote
possibility this entry may refer to our Francis.
The degrees taken by ffrancis at Pembroke College,
Cambridge, are dated, AB 1709, AM 1737. The
Institution Books report:

From the omission of Anne and Edmund from the
guardianship deed, it may be concluded they had died
before 1718.
Will
ffrancis ffolkard of Parham, Suff, Clothier (ie, Cloth
Merchant): 3 August 1722. To his wife ‘‘the house wherein I
now dwell, with the yards, meadows, and pastures lying
near the church there, and the four severall pieces of land
and pasture environed on all sides by the comon called
Cuttings Green and the comon way leading therefrom to the
Church, and the Lands late of John Pallant, for her life. At

ffrancis ffalkard instituted to Clopton, alias Claxton, in
deanery of Carlford, 21st August 1721, on presentation of
ffrancis ffolkard (his father).

Signature to Will of ffrancis ffolkard, of
Parham, 1722.
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Between ffrancis ffolkard, Clrk, plff, and Ann Blomfield, Spr,
deft, of 3 messuages, 4 barns, 4 stables, 70 acres land,
30 acres meadow, 50 acres pasture, with appurts, in Little
Stonham, Aspall, Stonham, and Combs, and of a moiety of
2 messuages, 3 barns, 3 stables, 80 acres land, 20 acres
meadow, and 70 acres pasture, with appurts, in Buxhall,
Ratlesden, Wallisford, and Rickinham Infr. Plff pays £220.

In 1722 the Exchequer First Fruits Composition
Books have an entry:
Suff. R Clopton, ffranciscus ffolgard Cl. p. Integris primitus
pe: manibus £15, Octobris 9th, 1722.

Shortly before his institution to Clopton Francis
must have married, his first child, Elizabeth, being
born in 1720. His wife Deborah, daughter and sole
heiress of the Rev Peter Chaplin, rector of Higham,
Suffolk, was born in 1698, and aged 81 at her death in
1779. Her tomb is in Clopton church. She was left sole
executrix to Francis’ will in 1753.
Francis is next named in the will of his father (1722)
and is bequeathed the advowson, etc, of the churches
of Clopton and Woodbridge-Hasketon, both of which
he ultimately became rector. He appears at an
unknown date to have sold these advowsons, for there
is an old entry in the list of rectors of Clopton:

Two notices seem to connect the Folkards of Parham
with those of Beccles. The earlier of the two is a deed
by which:
ffrancis ffolkard, of Clopton, Clerk, and James Lyun, of
Woodbridge, Surgeon, are appointed on the 5th April 1744,
trustees to a marriage settlement on Rebecca Wake, on her
marriage to John Wade, of Rendlesham, Gent.

Rebecca Wake was daughter of Rebecca Wake (nat
ffolkard). The second notice (Ibid) runs:

ffrancis ffolkard, ye psent. Incmbt, sold the Advowson with
that of Woodbridge-Hacheson to Mr Close of Ipswich, who
has jockey’d (ie gambled) them away, 9th November.

Indenture between Jacob Chilton, Clerk, 1st part; ffrancis
ffolkard, of Clopton, Clerk, 2nd part; and said John Clarke,
3rd part; said Jacob Chilton did bargain, sell, assign, etc, all
the said Premises, mortgage, etc, to said ffrancis ffolkard, in
trust for said John Clarke, to attend the inheritance.

In 1727 Francis appears in the Poll List for the
Knights of the Shire for Suffolk as having voted for Sir
William Barker, Bart, and Sir Jermyn Davers, Bart. His
wife had probably by 1727 succeeded to her father’s
property, for in that year he was evidently concerned
with considerable property in Kent, Essex and
Buckinghamshire.

John Clarke was probably the attorney of Beccles
and both entries indicate the connection between the
two lines above suggested. The maintenance, even
after long separation, indicate intimacy between
members of them. Shortly before the death of ffrancis
a terrier of Clopton was prepared headed:

Between ffrancis ffolkard and Allam Goodwin, plffs, and
John Jeaffreson, gen, and Ann his wife, Cristofer Jeaffreson,
Art, defts, of the manor of Sullingham with apptces, and of
5 messuages, 5 cottages, 5 gardens, 1500 acres land, 50 acres
meadow, 130 acres pasture, 80 acres wood, 400 acres marsh
and turf paying 20 shillings rent, cum pasture pomibus
aivirs et libat fields, with apptces, in the Island of St
Christopher in Sullingham and in Sullingham Stockworth
and Bourough Green, in County Canterbury, and of
1 messuage, 100 acres land, 20 acres meadow, 20 acres
pasture, 10 acres wood, and cont pasture pomibus aivis,
with apptces, in Alphamstone, in County Essex, and of
100 acres land, 50 acres pasture, 100 wood, and cont pasture
pomibus aivys, with apptces, in Lillingstone Dayrell, in Co
Bucks. ffolkard and Goodwin pay defts £1360 sterling.

A true Terrier of all the Glebe lands, Messuages, Tenements,
portions of Tithes, and other rights belonging to the Rectory
and Parish Church of Clopton, in the County of Suffolk and
Diocese of Norwich, and now in the use and possession of
Mr ffrancis ffolkard there, or his tennants.

The Terrier is dated 31 May, 1753, the holding being
stated at 13 acres and 2 roods. Francis’ will is dated
5 September, 1753 and directs his burial in the chancel
of Clopton church, where there is a monument to
himself and his wife bearing the inscription:
Here lieth the Body of
the Rev Francis Folkard AM
Rector of this Parish,
who died 23rd November, 1753, aged 65.
Here also lieth the Body of
Mrs Deborah Folkard,
his beloved wife,
who was daughter and sole heiress
of the Rev Peter Chaplin,
Rector of Higham in this County.
She died 21st August, 1779, aged 81.
Near this place
are likewise interred,
three of their children,
two of whom died infants.
The third, named Peter Francis,
died at the age of 9 years.

The Jeaffresons (or Jeaffersons) named were an old
Suffolk family with which the Folkards became
subsequently connected. The Christopher and John
Jeaffreson probably were trustees of Deborah Chaplin.
A paper dated 15 June, 1731 names Francis as one of
the trustees to a deed of feoffment for the support of
two aged and infirm inhabitants of Hasketon executed
by Thomas Timmse, of Hasketon. In 1734 he was left
exor with the Rev Philip Candler, rector of Hollesley,
to the will of the Rev John Punchard, rector of
Hasketon, father of the John Punchard who married
his sister, Mary ffolkard. Francis was his predecessor
in the rectory of Hasketon, and on the Rev J
Punchard’s death in 1736, became the incumbent there
conjointly with his living of Clopton.
Francis appears in the will of his stepmother, Mary
ffolkard, of Parham, of 1735, referred to as ‘‘my-son-inlaw”, the old equivalent of our stepson. In 1739 he is
indicated as owner of the family residence at Parham
by the Ipswich Gazette advertisement already quoted.
At a General Court Baron of Clopton Manor, held 12
August, 1749, the record was made:

The monument is of black marble, and stands within
the Communion railing. On a shield above it are the
arms of Folkard impaling those of Chaplin, which are:
Erm on a chief indented az, 3 griffins, or. The crest of
the latter family is concealed by the chancel step.
A visit made by Edward John Folkard in 1991,
found no trace of such a monument.
There are several post mortem references to Francis.
The Gentleman’s Magazine for 1753, includes in a list of
deaths for that year:

Reverend ffrancis ffolkard, of Clopton, Suffolk, Clerk,
admitted on the surrender of Clopton Carr Millington, to
land which said Clopton Carr Millington took up 9 July,
1742, as only son and heir of Edward Millington, decd.

Nov 23, Rev Mr Folkard, R[ector] of Clifton [should be
Clopton], Suffolk.

In a Fine of 1743 ffrancis was probably concerned
with a daughter of his sister, Sarah Blomfield.

At a General Court of the manor of Kettleburgh held
13 October, 1755,
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Montague North, Clerk, acknowledged free tenure of lands
conveyed to him by ffrancis ffolkard, Clerk.

Mary and her husband are buried at Parham:
Here lyeth the Body of
John Punchard,
who departed this Life
October ye 4, 1756
aged 70 years.
Also
Mary his wife
who departed this Life
March 7, 1738,
aged 46 years.

In 1761 certain lands and a house at Clopton,
formerly occupied by the Rev ffrancis ffolkard, Rector,
belonging to John Jeaffreson, passed, by the will of the
latter, to his son Samuel Jeaffreson. This John
Jeaffreson was doubtless the man party to the Fine of
1727.
Of ffrancis’ children, Elizabeth and Deborah are
dealt in order, and the only records of Peter Francis,
and the children who died infants, are those given on
the monumental inscription above. Parham Register
may refer to another child of his:

9. Sarah ffolkard was next eldest child of Francis
(No 5) and Mary. Parham Register has:

ffrancis ffolkard, buried 24th March, 1733.

Sarah ffolkard, daughter of ffrancis ffolkard and Mary,
baptized 26 September,1693.

Will
ffrancis ffolkard of Clopton, Suff, Clerk: 5 September 1753.
To be buried in chancel of Clopton Church. To his wife
Deborah all household linen, and furniture (plate excepted),
in lieu of £100 convenanted to her at marriage ‘‘about
21 May 1723”. Wife to have use of plate for life, and it then to
go to his daughters Elizabeth and Deborah. Wife to have use
of £200 for life over and above all other legacies. This sum is
also to go at her death to his daughters. ‘‘And whereas a
marriage is shortly intended to be had and solemnised by
and between the Reverend Mr Montague North and my
eldest daughter Elizabeth ffolkard, spinster, Upon which
said intended marriage, and as a part of the marriage
portion intended for my said daughter, I have agreed to
settle and secure the several Estates following, that is to say
One estate at parham and another at Wickham Markett“.
Should this marriage not take place, these properties to go
absolutely to his daughter Elizabeth. Several other estates
are named as included in the settlement referred to, one
being at Clopton and another at Wetheringsett. These are to
be divided between daughters Elizabeth and Deborah, and
the share of the latter, failing issue of her, to testator’s
brother Thomas ffolkard and his heirs. To the Reverend
Montague North and testator’s daughter Elizabeth ten
guineas each. To his brother Thomas, ‘‘all the monies he
owes me and one guinea in gold”. To his brother-in-law
John Punchard, and to testator’s sisters, Sarah Blomfield,
Elizabeth Geater, and Alice Peachey, one guinea in gold
each. To Mary Service, ‘‘who was the daughter of my cousin
Ann Taylor”, two guineas in gold. To the poor of Clopton
and Hasketon (of both of which places testator was rector),
forty shillings. Legacies to servants Girling and Woods.
Residue to his daughter Deborah. Appoints his wife
guardian of the last-named till 21, and in case of wife’s death
his daughter Elizabeth to assume such guardianship. His
wife sole executrix — Signed by testator, and witnessed by
John Sheringham, Justier Smith, and Benjamin Votier —
Proved by the relict 27 March 1754.

Her name, as then single, occurs in her father’s will
(1722) but in her mother‘s (1735) she is mentioned as
Sarah Blomfield. In the will of her stepbrother ffrancis
(1753) she is similarly named, in a complimentary
legacy. Nothing further is known of her or her
husband, but probably the Ann Blomfield named in a
Fine with ffrancis ffolkard, the rector of Clopton (seq),
was a daughter of theirs.
10. Elizabeth ffolkard a third daughter of ffrancis and
Mary. Parham Register has:
Elizabeth ffolkard, daughter of ffrancis and Mary, baptized
26 April, 1698.

On 9 August, 1718, the guardianship deed referred
to above mentions her as then ‘‘aged 20 and
upwards”. She married Richard Geater, of Melton and
had at least two children: ffrances, and Ann, who
married George Lord, of Campsey Abbey, and was
buried at Melton in 1777, aged 35.
In her mother’s will (1735) Elizabeth is named a
legatee. Her stepbrother ffrancis’s will (1753) also
refers to her.
Her tomb near the church porch, Parham reads:
Here resteth the Body of
Elizabeth, the wife of
Richard Geater,
late of Melton, Gent,
and daughter of Francis
and Mary Folkard,
late of this town, Gent,
who died ye 9th October, 1759,
aged 61 years.
Here also resteth the body of Frances Geater, Spinster,
daughter of the said
Richard Geater
and Elizabeth, his wife,
who died the 20th March, 1778,
aged 51 years.

8. Mary ffolkard Francis’ daughter is named in his
will (1722). She was the eldest child of her father’s
third marriage, In Parham Register:

11. Alice ffolkard another daughter of ffrancis (No 5)
and Mary, his third wife. Parham Register contains:

Mary ffolkard, da of ffrancis ff and Mary, baptized 28 July,
1692.

Alice ffolkard, daughter of ffrancis and Mary, baptized 7th
October, 1703.

She married John Punchard, of Hasketon, but the
date is unknown. Owing to her not being named Mary
Punchard in her father’s will, she was probably single
at the date of it. Her mother’s will so describes her
(1735). Her husband, who survived her, was a legatee
under the will of her brother Francis (1753). She had
two children, Rachel, born in 1725, and John, born
1728.

Her father’s guardianship deed of 9 August, 1718,
states her as ‘‘aged 14 years and upwards”. She was a
joint legatee with her sister Mary Punchard, of lands,
etc, under the will of her father (1722). Among
marriage licenses at Ipswich is:
Oct. 21, 1730, ffrancis Peachie, Gent, of Sweffland
(Sweffling), to Alice Ffolkard, S(ingle), Parham, at Clopton.

Signature to Will of Rev Francis Folkard,
Rector of Clopton and Hasketon, 1753.
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Alice was evidently married at Clopton by her
stepbrother, its rector. In 1735 she was exor to her
mother’s will and a complimentary legatee under that
of her stepbrother (1753). Her husband must have died
before 1756, for in that year a Fine reads:

for which she had a strong affection. Elizabeth and her
husband are buried in Sternfield Church, where two
mural monuments bear as inscriptions:
To the Memory
of the Revd
Montague North, DD
late rector of this parish
and canon of Windsor.
He was the youngest son
of the honourable
Roger North, Esq,
of Rougham in Norfolk,
and died 22nd August, 1779,
aged 68

Thomas Newson vs Alice peachie, vid, in Sweffling and
Cransford.

Of her subsequent career and death we have no
record.
12. Elizabeth ffolkard Francis’ daughter was born in
1720. The date of her marriage to Rev Montague
North, DD is unknown, but she was single in 1753.
Davy says she died childless. Dr North, a younger son
of the Hon Roger North, of Rougham, Norfolk, was
grandson to Dudley, fourth Lord North, who married
Anne, daughter and co-heiress of Sir Charles
Montague, from which marriage, no doubt the name
of Montague was given to the husband of Elizabeth
Folkard. Dr North died in 1779, surviving his wife five
years. In 1769 Mrs North and her sister Deborah
Folkard, then unmarried, were guests at a masquerade
given by Mr Herbert, a younger son of the eighth Earl
of Pembroke, at his seat at Little Glenham; Sir Dudley
North, who died in 1691, and who was a younger son
of the fourth Lord North, lived at Little Glenham. A
curious letter relating to the masquerade has survived
among Davy’s collections and copied by him from a
piece of paper in the handwriting of Mrs ffowller, the
wife of Rev Richard ffowller, rector of Dallinghoo and
Easton. The Duchess of Hamilton was, at the date of
this party, married to the Hon Richard Nassau, father
of the Earl of Rochford.

Above are the arms of North: Az, a lion passant, or,
between three fleurs de lis, arg. The crest, — on a
wreath a dragons head, erased, sa, purfled or gorged
with a ducal coronet and a chain of the last.
To the Memory of
Elizabeth North,
late wife of the Revd
Montague North, DD.
She was the daughter
of the Revd
Francis Folkard,
rector of Clopton
in this County,
and died 21 September, 1774
aged 54.

The arms above are those of Folkard: Sa a chevron
between three covered cups, or.
In the nave of Sternfield church there hangs a
hatchment on which the arms of North and Folkard
are impaled.
13 Deborah ffolkard was the younger daughter of
Francis of Clopton (No 10). The date of her birth, is
unknown but she was under age at the date of her
father’s will (1753). In 1754 she was named in a Court
roll of the manor of Kingshall, in Clopton:

There were 24 Masques. Mr Herbert was a Conjuror, but he
could not be persuaded to tell fortunes; for, as he said, he
was an Astrologer, and the Comet took up so much of his
attention that he could not spare time for such trifling
employ. Mrs Herbert was a Nun. Mr Stratford, a Dutch
Skipper! Mrs Stratford, a Shepherdess; Mr Lake, Mother
Shipton; Mrs Lake, the genteelest dress among the Ladyes, a
Venetian domino made of white Lutestring, trimmed with
gold edging, and very fine in diamonds. Mr Charles Long
admirably supported the character of flirting fine lady, he
was called Lady Bunbutter, he said very many clever things.
Mr D Long was first Punch, then a Counsellor, and then
Punch again. Mr Lambart was the prettiest figure among the
gentlemen — a shepherd with a lamb in a string. Mr Thomas
was an exceedingly good Country Squire, and Mr Moore, of
Ipswich, was Clod his man. Mr Nelson was incomparably
good as a Jew Pedlar, with washbails, etc, Mrs Nelson’s was
a Turkish dress: her sister, a gray sister, an order of Nuns;
but the most attracting was Mr Redman,the clergyman, as a
child of two years old, in a white frock, back string and belt,
dragging a coach with one hand and in the other hand a
doll. Master Nassau’s were called Cupids, and said many
smart things; some of the servants filled up the other
characters: A pretty haymaker, a Pallas, and Barbary Lady,
and two others, though I don’t know what they were called.
The Company without masques were the Duchess and Mr
Nassau, Mr and Mrs Long, Mr and Mrs Carter, Mrs North,
Miss Dyball, Miss Folkard, Miss Pretyman, and Miss —.
There was dancing on the Green, first minuet Mr Lambert
and Mrs Stratford, the same gentleman and Miss Pretyman,
Mr Stratford and Mrs Lake, the Country Squire and the fine
Lady, and a few more. The characters then all joined and
danced two Country dances. When it grew dark the
Company went in and drank tea, and some pretty fireworks
were exhibited on the green. The Company then went to
cards, a Commars, and a whist table, after which were was
Cake, lemonade and Orgeat; when the Duchess and family,
Mr and Mrs Long, went home, and the rest stayed supper.

Deborah ffolkard, the youngest daughter of ffrancis ffolkard,
Clk, admitted under the will of sd, ffs, her father, as follows:
‘I ffrancis ffolkard, of Clopton, in the Co of Suffk, Clk, do
make this my last will and Test, etc. All the rest and residue
of my real estate, whatsoever and wheresoever, and of what
nature and kindsoever, either in present possession,
revertion, remainder, or expectancy, I give and demise the
same and every part and parcl, thereof, with the rights,
members, and Appts, to my youngest daughter, Deborah
ffolkard, and to her heirs for ever’ — to land which sd ffras
took up 12 August, 1749, upon the surrender of Clopton
Carr Millington.

On the same roll:
ffrancis ffolkard, Clk, free tenant, died since the last Court.
Deborah ffolkard, youngest daughter of the sd ffrancis,
acknowledged free tenure and pg a relief.

In 1769 she was present, with her sister, Mrs North,
at the masquerade above described. Davy’s notes on
those present refers to her as
Miss Folkard, Deborah, youngest daughter, and coheir with
her sister, Mrs North, of the Revd Francis Folkard, Rector of
Clopton. She afterwards married Frederick Keller, son, as I
suppose, of the Revd Frederick Keller, Vicar of Benhall. She
died sp.

We know nothing of her subsequent life or death,
but from the way property held by her for life under
her father’s will is referred to in that of her uncle,
Thomas ffolkard, of Bedfield (1780) she was living at
that date.
With Deborah the direct Parham line died out.
Residence at that place was, however, entered upon by

John Baldry Punchard, second cousin to Elizabeth,
lost all hope of succeeding to any of her considerable
property owing to a quarrel respecting her lap-dogs,
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a branch from the Dennington Settlement which
included many members formerly resident in Parham.
The old settlement was continued by a descendant
of the Bedfield line.
14. Thomas ffolkard, of Parham, son to Thomas, of
Bedfield (No 15 of that Line), was second cousin to
Deborah. His tomb states he was born in 1767, but
where is unknown. In 1780 he was named in his
grandfather’s will and legatee under it of the property
held for life by Deborah. Before settling at Parham he
lived at Spexhall. His eldest child, Mercy was born in
1793, so his marriage probably took place a year
earlier. His wife, was a widow, Sarah Wayman. The
inscription on her tomb states she was born in 1756,
and lived to the great age of 89, dying in 1845. She was
eleven years the senior of her husband, Thomas.
In 1809 both husband and wife were parties to a
Fine:

Baldry Punchard, an aunt of the Rev Dr Punchard.
The tomb of John Gray in Parham churchyard bears
the following:
Sacred
to the Memory of
John Gray,
who died May 7, 1872,
aged 82 years.
Also of
Mercy,
his wife,
who died February 22, 1865,
aged 72 years.

16. Martha Folkard the younger daughter of Thomas
(No 14). There is no record respecting her birth, which
is probably registered at Spexhall. All particulars
known of her are those furnished by the inscription on
her tomb in Parham churchyard:

Between Jeremiah Wade, plff, and Thomas Folkard and
Sarah his wife, defts, of 2 messuages, 2 curtilages, 2 orchards,
20 acres land, 15 acres meadow, and 15 acres pasture, in
Parham, £60.

Sacred
to the Memory of
Martha, wife of John Smith,
(of the Parish of Chelsea,
Middlesex, and daughter
of Thomas and Sarah Folkard,
of this parish),
who departed this life
April 17, 1822, aged 25 years.

Davy visited Parham in 1825, and noted the old
family house ‘‘now belongs to and is the residence of
Mr Thomas Folkard”. His pedigree of the Folkards of
Parham, informs us the ancient gold ring with the
family arms before referred to (No 2), was at that date
in the possession of Thomas, from whom it passed
into that of the Gray family. A list of freehold voters
for Knights of the Shire of 1830, includes Thomas and
in that of 1841 he voted for land possessed by him at
Framlingham. Thomas apparently left no son, but had
two daughters. He fell into straightened circumstances
in his old age, had to sell the old family house, and
lived with his daughter, Mercy Gray, at Old Parham
Hall, where he died in 1853. His tomb in Parham
churchyard is inscribed:

Absent or dead, still let my name be dear,
A sigh the absent claim, the dead a tear;
T’is true the bud was nipt at early dawn,
And life’s sweet fragrance from my bosom torn;
But who, my dearest children, can foresee
The time of death prescribed for you or me,
Some repletic with pain, and age decay,
And some in bloom of life are snatched away.
Yet blessed be that God who called me here,
Fraught with life’s burdens, anxiety and care,
For now to me all grief and woe is o’er,
And I am landed on that wished-for shore.

In memory of
Thomas Folkard,
who died March 4th, 1853,
aged 86 years.
Also of
Sarah his wife,
who died February 16th, 1845,
aged 89 years.

Me hinc fata vocant, salvite eternum proles
Æternumque vale mihi, O dulcissime conjux.

15. Mercy Folkard daughter to Thomas, was born in
1793, but the locality is unknown; probably Spexhall.
She married John Gray, of Old Parham Hall, one of the
finest old baronial houses of the county, later used as a
farm-house.
Rumour surrounds her marriage, it being even
suspected that her husband caused her death by
throwing her out of a window into the moat
surrounding Old Parham Hall. After her death, aged
72, in 1865, her husband remarried, at the age of 79, in
1869. Rose Adams, was the second daughter of John

Arthur Crouch Folkard was informed at Parham
that Martha left a son who was still living there in the
1890s.
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WILLIAM = …
Bedfield

THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

WILLIAM = Julyan
Bedfield
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SETTLEMENT AT
WICKHAM MARKET

THOMAS = Alyce …
Bedfield

THOMAS = Margaret

THOMAS = Anna Stannaway
Bedfield

1. LAWRENCE = . . . . ?
W Market
L 1626/1656

2. GEORGE = . . . . . ?
d before 1656

ANNE = Thomas
m 1641 Gore

MARY

MARY
L 1656

SUSAN
L 1656

HANNAH = John
m 1643? Smyth

LYONELL
L 1656

GEORGE = Elizabeth
m 1670

3. JAMES
= Susan Godbold
L 1667
Worlingworth

4. ANTHONY = . . . . ?
Darsham
L 1672

JAMES = . . . ?

THOMAS = . . . ?

5. ROBERT = Hannah Knoller
Darsham

HANNAH
d 1785

Settlement at
Wickham Market

ANTHONY
b 1793

legacies to George’s children, but not to himself, so
probably he was dead before 1656. There seems no
other certain mention of him. His children named in
the will were George, Anne, Mary and Hannah. It
seems likely that an entry in Bedfield Register related
to son George’s marriage:

(includes branches at Worlingworth and Darsham)

The opening two names of this settlement can also be
found under the Bedfield entry (numbers 14 and 15).
They then continue the line which finished at Bedfield
with the death of Francis in 1647.
1. Lawrence ffolkard, of Wickham Market, was son to
Thomas of Bedfield (No 6 ), who died in 1627. There is
little information respecting him. Of his settling down
at Wickham Market we know nothing beyond the
statement to that effect on Candler’s Pedigree. At the
date of his father’s will (1626) Lawrence had ten
children living, all being then under age. The only
remaining notice found is his brother Anthony’s will
(1656). By this, legacies are left to Lawrence’s son
James, to four children of his son George, to his son
Lyonell (evidently named after his brother-in-law,
Lyonell Russell), and to his daughters Mary and
Susan. This accounts for only five of the ten children
we know were living in 1626. James and George are
noticed hereafter, but of the others we have no
additional record. A Lawrence ffolkard, who lived at
Bedfield and was buried there in 1724, was probably
Lawrence’s grandson.
2. George ffolkard, claims his uncle Anthony’s will,
was one of the sons of Lawrence (No 1). The will left

G. ffolcard and Elizbt. ux. mard. 1670.

and an entry in the Frostenden Register may refer to
Anne:
Thomas Gore and Ann ffocard were maryed August 19,
1641.

The will of her uncle (1656) does not, however, refer
to her as being married. She may possibly be the
Hannah named in a licence entry:
11 April, 1643, License marriage between John Smyth and
Anna Ffolkar of Melton, S.W.

A second entry of the license has the date 11 April
1642, and spells the name “Ffolsar”.
3. James ffolkard, of Worlingworth, his uncle
Anthony’s will (1656) tells us, was another child of
Lawrence (No 1). In the will of his aunt, Ann ffolkard,
of 1664, he is named as of Worlingworth, and about
the same date he was assessed for two hearths as
“James ffowcard”. His son Anthony was noticed in the
will referred to, but of his sons James and Thomas,
nothing further is known apart from the following
abstract of wills:
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Christopher Godbold, of Ubbeston, lynnenweaver, 1677. To
Anthony ffolkard, of Ubbeston, my kinsman, £20. To my
sister. Susan, the wife of James ffolkard, £10, &c., &c. To my
sister Anne, wife of John Carver, &c.

The Framlingham Register has an entry:
Hannah ffolkard, aged 17, buried 5th June, 1785

Hannah could well have been a daughter of Robert
and Hannah. The entry was missing from Darsham
Register, nor could any trace of subsequent
descendants be found there. A child bearing the name
was drowned at Darsham, possibly the child of
Folkards living at nearby Yoxford, and who may have
been of this line of Darsham.
Robert ffolkard, Rector of Theberton was probably a
member of either the Darsham or Leiston lines, we
cannot be sure, but notices of him are of particular
interest because they reveal evidence of the use of
such names as ‘ffolkyn’, ‘ffolklyng’ and ffokelyn’ in
lieu of ffolkard.
The Mandates for Induction quoted in the East
Anglian New Series VI, 119 has the following entry:

Susanna Godbold, of Ubbeston, widow. To my cosen Mary
ffolkard, daughter of my cusen James ffolkard, of
Heveningham. To Susanna ffolkard, daughter of cousen
Thomas ffolkard, of Wolinworth, deceased, &c. Anthony
ffolkard, of Ubbeston, my cousin, Executor, &c., &c. Cousins
Ann Collett, of Hevingham, and Susan Osborne.

All three sons are thus named in the wills. A
Dennington Register entry reads:
Godbold, Christopher, Widr., and Susanna ffolcard, soluta,
mard. May 14, 1668.

Susanna ffolcard evidently did not belong to the
wholly distinct line of the family settled at Dennington
and was probably a daughter of Robert ffolkard, of
Ratlesden (No 8 of that Line) and his wife Susanna; in
which case the cousinships named would be correctly
stated. No record of her birth has been found, nor is
she named in her assumed father’s will but the
similarity of the mother’s name, and the identity of
trade between the father and Susanna’s husband,
strengthen the likelihood of the assumption made.
4. Anthony ffolkard, James’ son, I assume lived at
Darsham, on the weak evidence only that a believed
grandson of his, Anthony ffolkard, was born there in
1793. The following was probably executed by him:

1530. Theberton, 26th August. To John Bekk, Rector of
ffordely, and Peter Sawnderson, to induct Robert ffolkard,
Junr. on presn. of Abbot and Convt. of Leyston.

In 1545 as ‘Robert ffolklyng, Clark’, he paid a
subsidy of £3 for land in Theberton. In 1548, the Court
Rolls of Middleton refer to him as Robts. ffolkyn,
Clicus, Rector de ffeverton. In 1556 he was plaintiff to
a Fine as ‘Robert ffolkelyn’ vs Will. fflemyng,
respecting land in Middleton, ffordeley, Barsham,
Theberton and Westleton. Davy, under Theberton,
states that, as ‘Robert ffokelyn’, he appears as a
freeholder there in the lists of 1561. The only other
instance of the use of his name of ffolkelyn is found
among the wills of Ipswich, that of Thomas ffolkelyn
of Halesworth having been proved between 1528 and
1531. An earlier resident there was Edmond ffalke, or
ffalker, probably the father of both whose will was
proved at Ipswich between 1518 and 1524.

December 21st, 1723. To Sir (Quare) John James, Thomas
Raynor. Reed. yn of Tho. Korridge, Esq., by ye hands of Sir
Robert Kemp, Bart., the sum of twenty pds. in part of ys
Bond by me, Anthony ffolkard.

An Anthony ffolkard paid a 5s subsidy in Bedfield
in 1672, and may have been he.
5. Robert ffolkard, of Darsham, was probably, though
without proof, son to the foregoing. The sole reference
to him met with is in Darsham Register:
Anthony, son of Robert and Hannah ffokard (late Knoller)
was born September 18, 1793, privately baptized October 6,
1793.

Signature to receipt for £20 by
Anthony ffolkard, of Darsham, 1723
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Debenham

EDMOND = Elizabeth Clark(?)

THOMAS = Mary Tuttill
d 1636
L 1688
THOMAS = Elizabeth Rewse
d 1684

1. THOMAS = Margaret Johnson
d 1706
d 1727

2. THOMAS = Anna
L 1727

ANNE
L 1725

LYDIA
L 1700

ANN = James
L 1700 Clough

SAMUEL=
Susan Dove
See Helmingham

JONATHAN =
Margaret
See Letheringham

ELIZABETH = . . . ?
L 1700
Weston

MARY = Joseph
L 1706 Godbold

MARY
L 1684

LYDIA = John
m 1674 Savage
d before 1684

PRISCILLA = . . . ?
L 1725
Scotchmere

SUSAN
L 1706

3. THOMAS = Rose
d 1774?
....?

one of £2 till 21; and £100 on coming of age. They plead that
having held the property undisturbed for twenty years
before the institution of this suit, that this barred is by the
Statute of Limitations of 21 James 1.

Settlement at Cretingham
(Includes branch at Hollesley)

1. Thomas ffolkard, of Cretingham, a son of Thomas,
of Ashfield (No 11 of that line), is named in his father’s
will (1684) as his eldest son and exor. In 1674 he paid
on six hearths in Cretingham, and in 1683 was exor. to
the will of his brother Jonathan, being therein referred
to as of Cretingham. His wife was Margaret Johnson.
On 3 January 1700:

The verdict in this case has not been registered, but
the property was eventually devised by the will of
Thomas’ wife and a Fine of 1709 was probably
intended to amicably settle the title upon her:
Between Margaret ffolkard, widow, plff., and Thomas
Scotchmere and Ann his wife, defts., of 1 messuage, 1 barn,
1 stable, 1 orchard, 2 acres land, 2 acres meadow, and 2 acres
pasture, with appurtenances, in Diss. Plaintiff pays
defendants £60 sterling.

Thomas ffolkard and Margaret his wife reply to a bill of
complaint filed by Thomas Scotchmere and Anne his wife,
seeking as joint heirs-in-law a moiety of certain property at
Diss in Norfolk. From that reply, and from a subsequent one
dated 12 February 1701, it appears that Robert ffoldgier, of
Bramford, left this property, valued at £9 yearly, to his only
child. Anne. About 1657 this Anne married Rowland
Johnson, their daughter Margaret marrying Thomas
ffolkard. Johnson dying, his widow remarried to Thomas
Scotchmere, of Bramford and Kempsford, Suffolk, and had
further issue: ffrancis Scotchmere, and a daughter who
married another Thomas Scotchmere, the last and his wife
being the joint plaintiffs in the suit. The defendants say that
Margaret Johnson was under age when her mother died in
1669. They plead that the ‘said Thomas Scotchmere, before
his Intermarriage with the said Ann, your oratrix said
mother, in consideration of the sum of Five hundred pounds
obtained by Thomas Scotchmere with the orator’s mother as
her marriage portion, the said Thomas Scotchmere, as a
provision for the said Ann and the two children of the said
Rowland Johnson then living, whereof your oratrix is the
survivor’, settled the property in dispute upon them. It is
also stated in one of the answers that Thomas Scotchmere,
senior, on his death, left this Margaret ffolkard (nat Johnson),
his stepdaughter, an annuity of £3 10s till 15 years old; then

Margaret is named in her husband’s will (1706) as
his executrix, as also in her son Thomas’ will (1709).
Her own will (1725) has been found, she being at that
date of Pettaugh. From the date of proof her death in
1727 may be conjectured.
In 1702 Thomas ffolkard was named as of
Cretingham in a Suffolk Poll list. His will was proved
in about 1706 and by it he appears to have possessed
considerable property in Ashfield, Diss and elsewhere.
His child, Thomas, is dealt with below.
Of six daughters named Lydia was the youngest,
and was at the date of it unmarried and below age.
Ann was probably ‘the wife of James Clough of
Ashfield’, referred to. Elizabeth, it seems likely, was
‘the aunt Welton of Framsden’, referred to in her
mother’s will and in that case had predeceased her
mother. Mary, from the fact of the eldest daughter of
Joseph Godbold being so named, was married to him
after her father’s death, and had probably also
predeceased her mother, her children being named in
the will of the latter. The marriage of Priscilla to
Scotchmere must also have been after her father’s
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Two signatures of Thomas ffolkard of
Cretingham (No. 1).
Top: Signature to Chancery Proceedings, 1700
Bottom: Signature to Will, 1706.

death, his will referring to all his daughters save the
wife of James Clough, as then unmarried. Susan,
though named in her father’s will, received no
mention in that of her mother, and had probably died
in the interval between the dates of them.

though old enough to be left exor. to it with his
mother. She does not mention him in her will (1725)
but the ‘Thomas and Ann ffolkard’ named as the
mother’s grandchildren must almost certainly have
been the issue of a marriage by him of which we have
no other record. It may, however, be assumed that the
notices in the rolls of the Sutton Manorial Court refer
to Thomas. If so he was living at Hollesley, and
married to a wife named Anne or Anna in 1712:

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Cretingham, Suff., Yeoman:
29 November 1706. To his wife Margarett an annuity of £12
from his houses and lands in Ashfield-cum-Thorpe. The said
houses and lands to his son Thomas when 21, conditionally
on his paying the said annuity. He also to pay to Lydia,
youngest daughter of testator, £100 when she be 21. His
exors. to maintain and educate the said Lydia up to that age.
Should she die before 21, the legacy of £100 to be equally
divided among his other daughters, Anne, Elizabeth, Susan,
Mary and Priscilla. All these legacies to be paid in the south
porch of the parish church of Cretingham. All his houses,
messuages, and lands in Diss and elsewhere in Norfolk, to
his wife for life. They to be sold at her death, and his six
daughters to share the proceeds equally. Wife to select ‘what
she likes best of the household stuff’ to £20 value. To his
daughter, the wife of James Clough in Ashfield, 10 shillings.
To his daughters, Susan, Mary and Priscilla £100 apiece.
Residue to exors. for payment of debts and legacies. Any
overplus to be divided among his six daughters. His wife
and son Thomas exors. Signed by testator, and witnessed by
Henry Hawer, Daniel Bigsby and Elizabeth Molten. Proved
at Wickham Market 31 January 1706 (the antedate due to

15th November, 1712. Thomas ffolkard, of Hollesley,
yeoman, admitted to land in propria persona on the
surrender of Abraham Colman of South Leyham, Co. Norf.,
and his wife Maria.
(same date). Thomas ffolkard and Anna his wife
surrendered a messuage to John Barker, of Wickham
Market. (Afterwards crossed out)
1st August (?) 1715. Thomas ffokard and Anna his wife
appear thereat to have surrendered the land they had from
Abraham Colman to Mrs. Bennington, of Orford.
13 April. 1719. Elizabeth Barker pays tax for land called
ffoufart, in surrender by Thomas ffolkard and Anne his wife.

The fact that the name of Ann was transmitted to his
daughter renders the likelihood more probable.
Possibly he was the same Thomas ffolkard who in
1727 was on the Poll List for Knights of the Shire as
owner of land in Rickinghall Inferior. Nothing is
known with certainty of the after history of Thomas’
two children.
3. Thomas ffolkard was one of the grandchildren
named in the will of the mother of the foregoing in
1725. Nothing further of him is known, but the date
makes it possible a will abstracted from the Bury
Probate Office, was his.

use of old and new styles in this Will).

Will
Margaret Fokard (ffolkard, see husband’s will), of Pettaugh,
Suff., Widow: 9 July 1725. All her messuages, lands and
tenements in Diss, Norf., or elsewhere, to be sold, and the
money to be disposed of as follows: To Thomas Fokard and
Ann Fokard, her grandchildren, £6 each, ‘for the like sum I
received on their account on the death of their Aunt Welton
of Framsden’. To each of them in addition a further sum of
£5. To her five grandchildren, Mary Joseph, James, Lydia
and Bridget Godbold, £5 each at 21. To her daughter Priscilla
Scotchmere £10. All residue to Joseph Godbold, her son-inlaw and exor. The mark of testatrix, and witnessed by Cha.
Blomfield junior, John Mullett and Samuel Sumonds
(?Simmonds). Proved at Kettleburgh by the exor.
11 September 1727.

Will
Thomas ffolkard, of Yaxley, Farmer. Personal estate to be
sold and the money placed out at interest. This to be paid to
Rose ffolkard, my wife, half yearly. After her decease the
money to be divided equally between Sarah, the wife of
Samuel Bartram; Alice, the wife of Robert Caston; Margaret,
the wife of Samuel Creasey; and Mary, the wife of William
Woods, my daughters. Robert Caston, of Yaxley, Co. Suffolk,
my son-in-law, and Rose ffolkard, my wife, Executors,
13 September, 1774. Probt. 28 September, 1774, to Exors.

2. Thomas ffolkard, apparently the only son of
Thomas, and at the date of his will (1706) under age,
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= Margaret Folkard
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THOMAS = Mary Tuttill
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L 1688
THOMAS = Elizabeth Rewse

1. SAMUEL
= Susan Dove
Helmingham
Gosbeck
d 1704
L 1704

THOMAS
PENELOPE
SUSAN
All L 1704

THOMAS = Margaret Johnson
See Cretingham

2. SAMUEL = Mary Blomfield
L 1697
m 1720
d 1746

ELIZABETH SARAH

JONATHAN = Margaret
See Letheringham

ANNE = Charles Covell
L 1704 m 1695

SUSAN = James
m 1747 White

Anne

MARY = Wm Ladd

MARY
L 1684

LYDIA = John
m 1674 Savage
d before 1684

ELIZABETH = Benjamin Baldry
m 1691

Ada = . . . Punchard

Settlement at Helmingham

that he died within a few months of its execution. Of
his children, Thomas, Penelope and Susan are
apparently unmarried and nothing else is known of
them. His son Samuel is dealt with below. Another
child, Anne, ‘ye wife of Charles Covell,’ is named as
her child, Anne Covell. This daughter received further
mention in Anne Dove’s will. An entry in Ipsw. Pro.
Sundry Books reads:

1. Samuel ffolkard was a son of Thomas of Ashfield
(No 11 of that line), who died in 1689. He and his wife
Susan received prominent mention in his will of 1684.
Susan, who outlived her husband, was a daughter of
Anne Dove of Gosbeck whose will includes:
9 February, 1691. Anne Dove of Gosbeck, wo., aged. To my
daughter Mary, the wife of John Colchester. My daur. Sarah.
My dar. Susan, the wife of Samuel ffolkard. Elizabeth, the
wife of Daniel Bigsby. Penelope, the wife of Thomas Dove,
gent. ‘My daughter Elizabeth hath no child, nor is likely to
have any’. To my son William. To Sarah and Ann Dove, the
two dars. of my son John. To Elizabeth, Anne, Samuel,
Penelope, Susan and Thomas ffolkard, children of my daur.
Susan. To Thomas, Anthony, Daniel and William, children
of my daur. Penelope. To Sarah Dove my daur. and Thomas
Dove, gent., my son-in-law. Residue to son John Dove. He
sole exor. 26 June, 1694. Commis. Sarah Dove, fil. natural. et
legal.

19 December 1695. Marriage License between Charles
Covell, of Winston, Widower, and Anna ffolkard, of
Helmingham, single, at Helmingham.

By then Samuel had left Cretingham for
Helmingham. Another daughter, Mary, ‘wife of
William Ladd’, finds mention only in her father’s will.
The remaining child, Elizabeth Baldry, whose
marriage license has been quoted above, also has
mention in that will, and a daughter of hers married a
member of the Punchard family.
Will
Samuell ffolkard of Helmingham. Suff., Yeoman:
14 February 1704. ‘Being aged’. To his three children,
Thomas, Penelope and Susan £10 each. To his wife Susan all
his household linen, ‘my two ear’d cup and my three silver
spoons’, with all the rest of his goods and chattels,
household stuff and implements of household, moneys,
stock and personal estate whatsoever and wheresoever. At
her death his three children above named to have £20 apiece
in addition to foregoing legacy. To Anne Covell, his
grandchild 20 shillings. Any overplus at wife’s death to be
divided between his three above-named children and his
daughter Mary (wife of William Ladd). ‘And I do hereby
declare that having formerly given to my son Samuell, my
two daughters, Elizabeth (ye wife of Benjamin Baldry) and
Anne ye wife of Charles Covell) soe very considerably upon

Samuel paid on 11 hearths in Framsden in 1674,
quite a mansion in those days but no doubt an
aggregate of several smaller houses. In 1691 Samuel
was bondsman for the marriage of his daughter
Elizabeth, the entry in Ipsw. Pro Sundry Books reads:
29 September 1691. License of Marriage between Benjamin
Baldry, of Soham Combust, single. and Elizabeth ffolkard, of
Crettingham single, at Soham Combust. Samuel ffolkard’s
bond in £200.

Probably when giving this bond Samuel lived at
Cretingham with his brother Thomas. His will (1704)
states him to have been then of Helmingham, and
refers to him ‘being aged’. The proof of his will implies
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their respective marriages that I cannot doe so well by my
other children (as they very well know) is ye reason why I
have no more to spare for them.’ His wife Susan and his son
Samuell Exors. Signed Samuell ffolkard, and witnessed by
John Dove and Thomas ffolkard. Proved at Ipswich
4 August 1704.

As Mary is not named in his will, she had no doubt
predeceased him. This family was evidently the last of
the Folkards at Helmingham.
Will
Samuel ffolkard, of Wingfield, Suff., Linen Weaver: 8 April
1746. ‘Whereas my Daughter Elizabeth, having had a large
portion, can have no more but only a third part of ye blew
Bed in ye Parlour Chamber, which part I value at twenty
shillings. My daughter Sarah have ye Chest of Drawers in ye
parlour and ye Glass Keep hanging by it, and to have ye six
black Chairs in ye Parlour,” and other items of furniture.
‘The Red Bed in ye Parlour Chamber is my Daughter Susan’s
Proper own’. Sundry other furniture to last-named daughter.
‘All temporal estate, indoors and out of doors, to be divided
between my two daughters Sarah and Susan by an
inventory’. John Stollery sole exor., with two guineas for his
trouble. Signed by testator, and witnessed by Henry
Counold, Elizabeth Daliston, and Henry Counold Junior.
Proved at Stradbrooke 23 May 1746 by John Stollery.

2. Samuel ffolkard, son of Samuel and named in his
will of 1704. He is named in the will of his maternal
grandmother, Anne Dove, (1691). It was probably
Samuel who was included in the Poll Lists for the
Knights of the Shire as a voter for land in
Wetheringsett, in 1702 and 1727. If so, the following
entry in Coddenham Register refers to him:
Samuel ffolkard, of Wetheringsett, and Mary Blomfield, of
Crowfield, married 27 Decr., 1720.

Probably the will of Samuel ffolkard, of Wingfield is
his. Proved in the year it was written (1746) it
mentions daughters Elizabeth, Sarah and Susan, the
first of these being married at the date of the will. An
entry in Saxmundham Register possibly refers to
Susan:
James White and Susan ffolkard married January 29, 1747.

JANE FOLKARD c1785-1865
Jane Folkard, or Falkard or Forcard was born in Sussex in about 1785. Her father is believed to have been
named John, but nothing is known about her parents.
She found employment as a servant in Suffolk, but in July 1812, aged 23, she was committed to the county
jail in Ipswich, charged with stealing a red leather pocket book containing £35, the property of John Buck of
Dunwich. In the same month she was found guilty and sentenced to death, but the penalty was later
commuted to seven years imprisonment and deportation to Australia.
On 24 August, 1813 she sailed from Spithead aboard the Wanstead, an American built boat of 253 tons built
two years previously. The ship’s master was H. Moore. The journey took 138 days, after which the boat
docked at Sydney on 9 January 1814. On 12 January Jane’s name was entered on a list of females to be sent to
the factory at Parramatta, from whence “some” were to be selected to be servants as may be required by
persons of respectable character who are married. The words on the list are underlined!
On 13 June, 1814, Jane married John Smith in St. John’s Church Parramatta. John had been sentenced to
14 years at the Essex Assizes on 13 March 1809 for embezzling the property of his employer. Sentenced also to
be deported, he arrived in Australia aboard the Indian on 16 January 1810 aged 34. The voyage in this case
took 151 days. John was described as five foot eight inches tall, fair to ruddy complexion, brown to grey hair
and hazel eyes. He was blind in his right eye. There is no description of Jane, unfortunately, who so far
qualifies as the earliest Folkard in Australia.
Their first child, Elizabeth Jane, was born on 16 October, 1817 and christened in St. Luke’s, Liverpool. Sarah
followed on 4 March, 1821, by which time her father had received a conditional pardon, issued on 31 January,
1820. Maria was born on 23 March, 1823, William on 23 December, 1824 and Thomas on 1 December 1826. All
were christened in St. Luke’s Church, Liverpool. James followed on 30 January, 1829, Eliza on 16 September,
1830 and finally Charlotte on 15 June, 1832. All of these were born in Creekborough via Bungendore, with
Eliza and Charlotte being christened at St. Luke’s.
In a census of 1828, John was listed as being a superintendant to a Mrs Beverly at Goulburn Plains, where he
was in charge of 93 head of cattle and one horse!
John died at Bungendore on 7 June, 1847 and was buried four days later. Jane lived on until 4 December
1865, where she died at Top Flat Bungendore. She was buried two days later on 6 December, 1865.
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Johnathan a piece of land in Ashfield when 21. To Margaret,
testator’s wife’ £40 out of his goods and chattels. To his three
youngest children, Elizeabeth, Joseph and Samuel,
remainder of goods and chattels, provided they do not
amount to above £300, any overplus of that sum to be
divided among his five children equally. All the said goods
and chattels to be sold, and the money and rent of lands to
be paid to wife to bring up the children. Samuel ffolkard of
Cretingham and Thomas ffolkard of Cretingham exors.
Signed by testator and witnessed by Thomas Smith, Thomas
ffolkard, and John Mathews. Proved at Wickham Market
26 October 1683.

Settlement at Letheringham
(Including branches at Woodbridge and Ipswich)

1. Johnathan ffolkard was a son of Thomas of
Ashfield (No 11 of that line) who died in 1689. In
Thomas’ will (1684) he is referred to as being then
dead, and his wife Margaret named as having
survived him. She was named in her husband’s will,
and in 1697, in the admon. of her son Johnathan
(Admon. 17) where she is referred to as then living.
On a Hearth Tax Roll of about 1665 ‘Jonathan
ffokard’ paid tax on five hearths in Bedfield, probably
a house owned by, if not occupied by him there. In
1670 he paid a tax on two hearths in Ashfield, and as
Johnathan ffocard for five hearths in Bedfield in 1674.
In his will (1683) he describes himself as of
Letheringham and possessed of property in Crowfield,
Ashfield and Earl Soham. His two brothers are exors.
Being proved in the year it was made, 1683, it was
obviously the year of his death.
As to his children, Thomas was evidently his eldest
son and Johnathan a legatee under his father’s will of
lands at Earl Soham, being described as under age. By
his grandfather’s will (1684) this son succeeded to
lands at Ashfield. From the admon. of the latter we
learn that he died in 1697, a bachelor and resident at
Woodbridge, his brother Thomas administering his
estate. A daughter, Elizabeth, is a legatee under her
father’s will (1683). The license in Ipsw. Pro. Office
probably refers to her marriage:

2. Thomas ffolkard, the eldest son of Johnathan, is
named in his will (1683) succeeding by it to lands at
Crowfield and other lands there and at Gosbeck under
the will of his grandfather, Thomas ffolkard, of
Ashfield (No 11 of that line). Thomas was born in
1670. In 1697 he administered the effects of his
deceased brother Johnathan of Woodbridge. He
married Mary Oliver, born in 1675. Hasketon Register
reads:
Thomas ffolkard and Mary Oliver married 9th April, 1701.

The name of Oliver is ancient in Suffolk, a William
Oliver having lived in Helmingham in 1272, but there
is no information as to Mary’s parentage. An entry
from Woodbridge Chapel reads:
At a Church meeting on October 15, 1713, Mrs Mary ffolkard
and the widow Dean were received as members of this
Church.

24 March, 1689. License Marriage Benjamin Wade, of
Sudbury, single, and Elizabeth ffoker of Ipswich, single, in
Woodbridge church.

Woodbridge was a dissenting chapel, and Mary
was, at that date, a widow, Thomas having died in
1710, she being exor. to his will. As she died at the
advanced age of 75 in 1751, she survived her husband
41 years!
In 1700, Thomas is named in a Suffolk Poll List as of
Woodbridge and in 1703 was a jurat at a court of the
Manor of Kingston, Woodbridge. His will (1709)
describes himself as ‘being infirme’, though only 39
years old. His mother, Margaret, was then living. In
1710, with John Graygoose, he was one of the church
wardens of Woodbridge. His widow no doubt was a
seceder from the Established Church when she joined
the dissenting community. Thomas’ death, and that of
Mary, are recorded on a tombstone in Woodbridge
churchyard:

Another daughter of Johnathan is named in her
grandfather’s will (1684) as Margarett. She has no
reference in her father’s will, so must certainly have
been born posthumously. Possibly the license in Ipsw.
Pro. Office refers to her:
July 6, 1736. William Voice, Widower, Mendham, to
Margaret ffolkard, at Mendham.

A third son, Joseph, is named in both wills referred
to as being under age; a son, Samuel, also similarly
described in them, is also probably referred to in the
following abstracted will:
9 May 1724. Christopher Danford, of Wingfield, co. Suffolk,
yeoman. To Elizabeth Smith, of Wingfield, my sister-in-law,
£20. To Rebecca Sheppard, my sister-in-law, £40. To Samuel
ffolkard ‘my sun-in-law’ £10. To Elizabeth, Sarah and Susan
ffolkard, when respectively twenty four years of age, all
money resulting from the sale of my stock. To Gabriel Reeve,
of St. Margaret’s of Willkesin, [Quare Ilketshall] my kinsman.
To Edward Reev’s widd., of Badingham, ‘if not remov’d’.
Samll. ffolkard, my ‘sun-in-law’, to be an executor. Probatum
19th Octr. 1725. The three girls named in the will were
obviously daughters of Samuel ffolkard by the indicated
marriage to a Miss Danford, but no further trace of the
family has been found.

Here lies buried the Body of
Thomas Folkard,
who died the 9th of March, 1710,
aged 40 years,
Also Mary his wife,
who died the 31 July, 1751,
aged 76 years.
Will
Thomas ffolkard of Woodbridge, Suff., Cooper: October 28
1709. ‘Being infirme’. To Mary ‘my loving wife’, sundry
houses and lands in Gosbeck, Woodbridge, and Melton, for
life. To his eldest son Thomas (immediately after the decease
of Margaret ffolkard my mother and Mary my wife) all my
estate in Gosbeck; but he to pay to Mary, testator’s eldest
daughter (or to any person who will take good care of her,
she not being able to take care of or provide for herself), an
annuity of £5. To Johnathan, his youngest son, land and
houses in Melton, he also paying £5 yearly to the aforesaid
daughter Mary. To Margaret, his youngest daughter, the

Will
Johnathan ffolkard of Letheringham, Suff., 3 March 1683. To
his son Thomas his house and lands in Crowfield, Suffolk
after the decease of testator’s wife Margaret. To his son
Johnathan his house and appurtenances in Earl Soham when
21; the said son to pay to his brother Thomas aforesaid
50 shillings a year while their mother lives. Also to the said

Signature to Will of Jonathan
ffolkard, of Letheringham, 1683
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SAMUEL = . . . ?
Danforth

SAMUEL=Susan Dove
Helmingham

MARGARET = William
m 1736
Voice

JOSEPH
L 1710

THOMAS = Margaret Johnson
Cretingham

2. THOMAS
= Mary Oliver
1670-1710
1675-1751
m 1701

4. THOMAS = Elizabeth Beger
1704-73
1715-77
m c1730

7. WILLIAM BEGER = . . .?
L 1825

SABRINA
MARTHA
d 1871

LYDIA
1745-1815
unmar

MARY

9. SOPHIA AMELIA = . . . .
Lomas

5. THOMAS = Elizabeth . . ?
1740-98

8. CHARLES BEGER = . . ?
d 1876
Ealing

CATHERINE
DUNCOMBE
d 1880

CHARLES
WATSON
L 1881

HENRY
WILLIAM
L 1882

ELIZABETH
1732-1814
unmar

MARY = Simon
m 1740? Fenn

MARY
L 1684

ELIZABETH = Benjamin
m 1689
Wade

MARGARET = Philip Philpot
L 1710

6. BENJAMIN NATHANIEL
1755-1821

LYDIA = John Savage

3. JOHN =
d 1778

ELIZABETH =
John Burrows

house he dwelt in and all his other houses in Woodbridge at
his wife’s decease, she likewise paying £5 annuity to his
daughter Mary. To his son Thomas £150, and £100 each to
Johnathan and Margaret his children when 21. Wife to select
any household goods to value of £30. The residue, after
paying £5 each to wife and Francis Rogers of Woodbridge,
who are exors., among his children. Signed by testator. No
date of probate, but this must have been in 1710.

To be Lett, And ent’d upon immediately, an Old and wellaccustom’d Cooper’s Shop in the Thorough-Fair in
Woodbridge. Enquire of Mr. Thomas Folkard, Ironmonger
in Ipswich, for further Particulars.

Of their children, Mary, Johnathan and Margaret,
we know nothing but what is mentioned in their
father’s will. Mary was apparently of weak intellect,
but a marriage license may refer to her:

The reference was no doubt to the shop of Thomas’
father, a cooper by trade, and the advertisement
corroborates his parentage. In 1742, thirty-one years
before his death, he made his will by which everything
was left to his wife. In 1744 the house and shop of his
father was again vacant, a second advertisement
appearing in the Ipswich Journal for 29 December:

March 15, 1740. Simon ffenn, single man, to Mary ffolgar,
Single Women, of Battisford, at Barking. (Battisford is near
Woodbridge.) (Ipswich Pro. Reg.)

To be Lett. a House near the Royal Oak in Woodbridge with
a Cooper’s Shop. Apply to Mr. Thomas Folkard, Ironmonger
of Ipswich.

An entry in the terrier of Bredfield (two miles from
Woodbridge), possibly refers to Margaret having
married Philip Philpot. The terrier (1725) reads:

In 1745 Thomas subscribed £5 5s in A List of the
Subscribers of the County of Suffolk for the support of His
Majesty’s Person and Government and the Peace and
Security of the said County in particular on occasion of the
Rebellion (the Stuart Pretender). In 1767 he paid a fee of
sixpence on a rent-roll of the manor of KingstonWoodbridge for a cottage he possessed there. He died
in 1773, his tombstone in the churchyard of St. Mary
Stoke, Ipswich reading:

Lastly there are two other pieces of land, late of Thomas
ffolkard, and now of Phillipp Philpot in right of his wife, the
one lying on the borders of Bredfield on the south side of the
house of Richard Roe, and next unto Melton, and contains
by estimation about 4 or 5 acres. The other piece lyeth near
these thro’ the yard of the sd. Rich. Roe, and contains by
estimation about half an acre.

In memory of
Thomas Folkard
who departed this life
the 9th of November, 1773,
Aged 69.
Also Elizabeth, his wife,
who departed this life
the 22nd of February, 1777,
aged 62 years.

3. John ffolkard of Bredfield, could be the son
Johnathan, his name abbreviated. Mentioned in
Thomas’ will (1710) he witnessed a deed of the Manor
Court there as ‘John ffolkeard’ in 1770 and is described
as a farmer, of Bredfield, in a list of Suffolk freeholders
of the same date. His will dated 1778, was proved in
that year, and refers to one child of his, Elizabeth, then
married to John Burrows and with several children.

Elizabeth is described in the Register as ‘Aged’ and
‘from St. Lawrence’ parish. Of Thomas’ children,
Elizabeth appears the eldest, being born in 1732. She is
a legatee under the will of her mother, of 1776. Her
sister Lydia born in 1745, was also named in her
mother’s will. Both sisters died unmarried. Their joint
tomb is in the churchyard of St. Matthew’s, Ipswich:

Will
John ffolkard of Bredfield, Suff., Yeoman: 19 March 1778.
John Keeble of Bredfield, who is appointed exor., to ‘hold and
enjoy all my Messuage, Tenements, Lands, and
hereditaments and premises in Bredfield, and now in his
occupation, for ever, he paying £450 to discharge the
mortgage on the said premises, and paying the remainder of
that sum to the several children of my daughter Elizabeth,
the now wife of John Burrows, as they arrive at 21.’ To
Reuben, the son of the said Elizabeth Burrows, a messuage
and land in Grundisburgh. Signed by testator, and
witnessed by William Skeet, John Hood, and William Swain.
Proved 10 April 1778.

In Memory of
Mrs. Elizabeth Folkard,
who departed this Life
the 30th day of December, 1814,
Aged 82 years.
Also Mrs. Lydia Folkard,
sister to the above,
who departed this Life
the 23rd day of September, 1815,
Aged 70 years.

While dealing with Bredfield it may be noted that in
1378 a resident on the manor there named ‘fulcat’
compiled a ‘Consuetud. Villat hundr. p. fulcat facta et
capiit,’ i.e. ‘The Customs of the towns of the hundred
by fulcat made and taken’, and stated in Domesday
Book that ‘In Bradefelda Falcus held of the Abbot 41⁄2
carucates’.
4. Thomas ffolkard, the eldest son of Thomas settled
at Ipswich. A list of freeholders of 1770 finds him
entitled to a vote for the land at Crowfield left to his
father by his grandfather. He was born in 1704, and is
named in his father’s will (1705) succeeding under it to
land at Gosbeck. His marriage to Elizabeth occurred
about 1730, for their daughter Elizabeth was born in
1732. We know nothing of his wife’s maiden name,
but the name Beger being given to one of her sons and
a grandson implies that it was Elizabeth Beger. Her
tomb states she was born in 1715. In 1774 she proved
her husband’s will under which she was the sole
legatee, being described in the Surrogates attestation
to it as ‘Elizabeth ffolkland’. She survived her husband
only four years, dying in 1777. Her will is dated 1776.
She lies buried with her husband, whose tomb bears
the inscription given below.
In 1739, an advertisement appeared in the Ipswich
Journal (7 and 14 April):

The Register entry has ‘Elizabeth Folkard, Spinster’,
and ‘Lydia Folkard, Spinster’. Ipswich Journal of
30 September 1815, has a further notice of the last:
Monday died suddenly, in the 70 year of her age, Mrs. Lydia
Folkard, daur. of Mr. Folkard, formerly an ironmonger in
this town.

Mary, another daughter, is named in her mother’s
will of 1776. The Gentleman’s Magazine (1782) has
among its list of bankrupts for that year:
Mary Folkard (indexed Folkhard) Ipswich, Suffolk, Milliner.
Will
Thomas ffolkard, of Ipswich, Suff., Ironmonger: 7 October
1742. ‘All my Real Estate, both in possession and Reversion,
to my loving wife Elizabeth, and all my personal estate’.
Wife sole extx. Signed by testator, and witnessed by Good
Clarke, Ste. Clarke and Pet Clarke.
‘On ye 4 day of January, 1774, Elizabeth ffolkland the
within-named executrix was sworn according to due form of
law Before me George Routh, Surr. to ye County’.
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Will
Elizabeth ffolkard (ffolkland) of Ipswich, Suff., Widow
25 November 1776. Appoints her sons Thomas and
Benjamin Nathaniel ffolkard exors. To each of them £35 for
their trouble. To them and their heirs, upon trust, the house
in Ipswich in her own occupation, also lands in Ipswich
called Cook’s Fields. The whole to be sold. To her daughters
Elizabeth ffolkard the younger, and Mary and Lydia
ffolkard, £20 each. To her servant Mary Plummer, 2 guineas.
To her sons William and Benjamin Nathaniel, and to her
daughters Elizabeth the younger, and Mary and Lydia, all
monies arising from sale of houses, lands, stock-in-trade,
and personal effects in equal shares. Wearing apparel to be
equally divided between her daughters. Proved at Norwich
18 March 1777 by the exors.

The British Museum has a MS. petition of William
Batley, of Ipswich, Gent. pleading that Ipswich had
been incorporated by several charters, and that the
Bailiffs, Burgesses and Commonalty had granted
leases of the ooze or waste tidal ground of the river,
‘and that in January 1794 they granted to Thomas
Fulcher, Builder and Timber Merchant, and Benjamin
Nathaniel Folkard, lease of other parcels of the sd.
ooze amounting to 5 acres, 3 roods, 20 poles, for a term
of 99 years at the rent of £2 10s.’ This petition further
stated that Fulcher purchased out his partner’s share.
These leases were put in suit by John Cobbold, Esq., in
1810. Benjamin Nathaniel seems not to have married.
The Ipswich Journal of 7 April, 1821 reads:
Thursday, died at St. Mary at the Elms, in this town, aged 66,
Mr. Nathl. Folkard, once a reputable ironmonger in this
town.

5. Thomas ffolkard, of Ipswich, son of Thomas, was
born in 1740. He is named in his mother’s will (1776)
of which he was an exor. He was Collector of Customs
at Ipswich. He married before 1779: his wife Elizabeth
(maiden name unknown) was in a Fine of that date:

His retirement from business before his death may
be assumed from this notice.
7. William Beger Folkard, of Ipswich, a third son of
Thomas, of Ipswich (No 3). Reference to him is in the
will of his mother, of 1776. His second Christian name
is not therein given. In the Poll List for Knights of the
Shire of 1784, he is entered as William Folkard, of
Ipswich. In that for Parliamentary members for
Ipswich, of 1820, he is designated by his three names,
and in that for the Bailiffs and Town Clerk of Ipswich,
of 1823 and 1825, he is again given his full name. There
is no other mention of him.
8. Charles Beger Folkard, of Ealing, Middlesex,
presumably son to the foregoing. A civil engineer, in
1871 he administered to the effects of a sister of his,
Sabrina Martha Folkard, of 20 Harley Street,
Cavendish Square. He died 21 May 1876, admon. of
his effects being granted to his son, Charles Watson
Folkard, of Elm View, Ealing, analytical chemist.
Charles had letters of administration granted to him in
1881 of the personal estate of Catherine Duncombe
Folkard, of 76, Sloane Street, Chelsea, spinster, who
died 27 December 1880, and who was probably a sister
of his. Henry William Folkard, of Markham Square,
Chelsea, proved in 1882 the will of his sister, designated Miss Folkard, of Woburn Place, Russell Square,
London, both of these presumably children of Charles
Beger.
With reference to Catherine Duncombe Folkard, a
Mrs. Russell informed Arthur Crouch in 1890 that her
grandmother was a Mrs. Folkard (nee Duncombe),
married a Mr. Folkard, of Sweffling, Suffolk, a sister of
Miss Duncombe being grandmother to Sir Charles
Dilke. A Mr. John Folkard was at that time a farmer at
Sweffling, probably a grandson of the Mr. Folkard
who married Miss Duncombe. The rector of Sweffling
told ACF that the farmer, or his family, came from
Stratford, near Parham. He may, therefore descend
either from the Dennington or Parham branches but
ACF thought it more likely that he was a son of
Thomas Folkard of Ipswich (No 3). Some of the Ealing
family emigrated to America.
9. Sophia Amelia Folkard Letters received by Arthur
Crouch in 1887 from Mr. G.A. Lomas, of Albany,
United States, asked for information ‘of a Mr. Charles
Folkard, of London, who was brother of my mother. In
my mother’s family there were ten or more sisters and
one brother — Charles. I do not recall what his
business was. My grandfather was largely interested
in stoves, etc. My mother’s name was Sophia Amelia
Folkard.’ ACF thought Sophia a sister of Charles Beger
of Ealing — her grandfather would have been Thomas
(No 4), the ironmonger, of Ipswich, who, as such,
might have been ‘interested in stoves.’ Arthur Crouch
posted details to Mr. Lomas, but received no reply.

Between Thomas Kent, plff., and Thomas ffolkard and
Elizabeth his wife, defts., 1 messuage, 1 barn, 1 stable,
1 curtilage, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 12 acres land, in Crowfield
and Gosbeck. £60.

By this Fine we observe the lands in Crowfield and
Gosbeck, bequeathed by the widow of Thomas’s greatgreat-grandfather, remained in possession of the
family. In 1798 Thomas also owned land in Crowfield
for which he was taxed £1 19s. He let it to Christopher
Groome. In an Abstract of Returns of Charitable
Donations of 1786 he is named as of St. Lawrence
Parish, Ipswich. Ipswich Journal of 17 March, 1798
reads:
Sunday died Thomas Folkard Esq., Collector of his Majesty’s
Customs in this Port.

His death by suicide is confirmed by an entry in the
Register of St. Mary Stoke, Ipswich:
Thomas Folkard, Esq., Collector of Customs here, from St.
Peter’s, Ipswich, aged 58, buried 14th March, 1798. Occidit
sua ipsius manu.

His tragic end may have been hastened by domestic
problems, his wife re-married within little more than a
year after his sad death. The Ipswich Journal of 1799:
Married, May 16, Mr Robert Johnson, of Chesterton
(Cambridgeshire), to Mrs. Folkard, relict of T. Folkard, Esq.,
Collector of Customs for the Port of Ipswich.

There is no trace of any issue to Thomas.
6. Benjamin Nathaniel Folkard, of Ipswich, another
son of Thomas (No 4), was born in 1755, and was exor.
to his mother’s will of 1776. In Tracts Relating to Suffolk
we read:
Mr B. N. Folkard, of Ipswich, gave £1 1s on a list of
subscription towards building a ship of war for the service of
the public in 1782.

In 1784 he was party to a Fine:
Between Benjamin Nathaniel ffolkard, plf., and John Davis
and Susan his wife, Samuel Tovell, and William Gladdon,
deft., of 1 messuage, 1 curtilage, 1 garden, 1 orchard, and
2 acres land, in Stutton, £60.

His name is in the Ipswich Poll List for the election
of Knights of the Shire in 1784, 1790, 1807 and 1820. In
1788 he was concerned with a second Fine:
Between Benjamin Nathaniel ffolkard, plf., and Samuel
Ewer, Esq., and William Bennett and Mary his wife, deft., of
1 messuage, 1 laundry, 1 brewhouse, 2 coach houses,
1 stable, 2 curtilages, and 2 gardens, in Parish of St.
Mathews, Ipswich. £100 sterling.
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Settlement at Carlton Colville

The Revd. ffrancis ffolkard, of Clopton whose
descent from the Bedfield line is fully established,
acted in 1744 as a trustee to the marriage settlement of
Rebecca Wake, daughter of Rebecca ffolkard of the
line at Beccles, as also of John Clarke, another
connection of that line. It is a fair presumption there
was some tie of kindred, however remote, between the
families of Bedfield and Beccles. Going back through
the members of the first, I can only find one possible
immediate ancestor for the Beccles family, Lawrence
of Bedfield. With him, therefore, this pedigree
commenceswith him.
ACF 1890

(Including branches at Beccles, Bungay, Gillinghasm and Worlingham).

Regarding the descent of this line there is much
uncertainty. A family of ffalke or ffaulke (pronounced
ffalker and ffaulker) traceable from 1332 to 1652 lived
in the area. A family at Belton has been proved to be
“ffaulkerde”, and doubtless the settlement under
consideration became similarly misnamed. It is open
to doubt if the individuals dealt with in this section
were descendants of that settlement or not. Evidence
cited below indicates connection with the Parham and
Bedfield families, and upon that evidence the Pedigree
has been drawn up. But as there is doubt, it seems
desirable to here give notes on the ffaulkers that had
preceded the ffolkards in the locality with which it
deals.

John ffalke of Worlingham Magna. Will proved at Ipswich
between 1453-77.

1. Lawrence ffolkard, of Bedfield, is named in his
father’s will, receiving under it a legacy of £40. He was
the second son, and at the date of it, was under age.
No other mention has been found, and the conjecture
this line had its origin with him is only based on the
wording of the will. (See under Wickham Market (1).
2. Nicolas ffolkard, of Carlton-Colville, is assumed to
be Lawrence’s son. We know nothing about him
beyond the reference to him and his three children —
Robert, Anne, and Elizabeth ffolkard — in the will of
his brother Henry (1612). At this date, the will informs
us, Nicolas was dead and his children under age.
From the admon. of his effects, it seems his death
occurred in 1610, his widow, Dorothy ffokarde, being
appointed his administratrix. Nothing is known of his
life, or that of his children. Probably the entry in the
Ellough register was of a descendant of his son Robert,
Ellough being near both Beccles and Carlton-Colville:

Johan ffalke of Worlingham Magna. Will proved at Ipswich
between 1458-77.

1749 May 28th. Henry Cutts & Mary ffolkard married by
banns.

Agnot ffalke, of Beccles. Will proved at Ipswich between
1458-77.

3. Henry ffolkard, of Carlton-Colville, was, from the
terms of his will, Nicolas's brother. His wife, Cicily,
survived him and lived in Beccles after his decease.
From the numerous legacies to Gayfords of Beccles it
may be assumed Cicily was of that family, and
possibly explain why her son Thomas ffolkard
ultimately settled at Beccles.
It seems likely it was by this marriage that Henry
ffolkard acquired land in Beccles. In 1596, he was
assessed 4 shillings for land there valued 20 shillings,
paying in the same year. His will, made and proved in
1612 names his son Thomas ffolkard of Beccles, but no
other children. Nevertheless it was probably the case
that the Henry ffolcard who in 1641 paid a subsidy of
7d for land at Worlingham (note this evidence of
connection with the ffaulkers of that place) was a son
of the testator, and the Richard ffolkarde, of Beccles,
whose effects were administered to by Marie
ffolkarde, his relict, in 1632, was yet another son of his.
An entry in the sundry books in the Ipswich Probate
Registry records 2s 6d paid for a copy of the will of
“ffokarde de Beccles” on the 25 May, 1631. This
presumably refers to Henry’s will. The Haywards
named in that will were probably a family connection,
as Phillip Hayward, Gent., is found in a family Fine of
1700 quoted under the notice of Henry’s grandson, the
Rev. Thomas ffolkard.

John ffoc, of Gillingham, Norfolk. Paid 8d on Subsidy Roll
in 1332.
Walter Falke, of Beccles. Will proved at Norwich between
1426-36.
John ffalke, of Beccles. Will proved at Ipswich between
1444-55.
William ffalke, of Worlingham Magna (2 miles from
Beccles). Will proved at Ipswich between 1444-55.

John ffalke (ffaulke), of Worlingham. Will proved at
Norwich between 1504-16.
Robert ffalke of Worlingham. Will proved at Ipswich
between 1513-18.
Thomas ffakyr, of Bungay. Will proved at Ipswich in 1524.
Thos. ffalke, of Worlingham, Rector of Mundford, Norfolk
Will proved at Norwich in 1556.
Thomas ffalke, of Worlingham Magna. Will proved at
Ipswich between 1560-64.
William ffalke, of Worlingham Magna. Will proved at
Ipswich between 1572-73.
Thomas ffaulke, of Worlingham Magna. Will proved at
Ipswich between 1593-95 .
John ffaulke of Mutford. Will proved in 1623.
Augustine ffauclke (also ffawke) of Worlingham. Will
proved at Ipswich in 1626.
William ffaulke (also ffolk and ffalke) of Worlingham and
Gisleham. Married Elizabeth—, Defendant to Chancery
proceedings. Living, 1629.
Mary ffaulke, of Beccles. Named in Chancery Proceedings
of 1641. This suit names her two husbands, John Playford
and Richard Cresswell; her brother, William ffaulke, and his
wife Elisabeth, with their children. Mary, John, and Thomas
ffaulke. Died about 1640.

Will
Henry ffolkard of Carleton Colville, Suffolk, Potter.
28 January, 1612. To Thomas his son his houses and lands in
Beccles which testator purchased of Robert Spooner, and
“now in the occupation of the said Thomas ffolkard”. The
latter to pay to Cicily, testator’s wife, £5 a year, “and she to
have her dwelling in one room of the said houses during
life”. If these conditions are failed of, the above property to
go to wife. To ffrances ffolkard, daughter of the said
Thomas, £10 when 21. To Robert, son of Nicholas ffolkard,
late of Carleton Colville, deceased, £10 when 21. To Anne,
daughter of said Nicholas, £5 when 21. To Elizeabeth, “one
other daughter of the said Nicholas”, £5 when 21. To

Thomas ffaulke of Worlingham. Party to fine, Michaelmas,
1652.

It is noteworthy that the ffaulke family seems to have
become extinct just about the time that the ffolkards of
the pedigree appear on the scene in the same localities.
But connection between the two has not been traced,
and it seems desirable to look farther afield for the
descent suggested for the latter.
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THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

SETTLEMENT AT
CARLTON-COLVILLE
SEPTEMBER 1994
1. LAWRENCE = . . . . . ?
Bedfield
presumed
descent
L 1554-55

2. NICHOLAS
= Dorothy . . . .
SH
Carlton-Colville
d 1610

ELIZABETH
UA 1612

ANNE
UA 1612

3. HENRY
= Cicily (?Gayford)
SH
Carlton-Colville
d 1612

ROBERT
UA 1612

4. THOMAS = Cecilia
Bungay & Howes
Beccles
m 1583

HENRY
Worlingham
L 1641

RICHARD = Marie . . . .
Beccles
SH
d 1632
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FRANCES
UA 1612

Mary
= 6. THOMAS = Rebecca
Palgrave
1653-1719 Warner
1653-1712
1683-1720

FRANCES
d 1691

Eloner . . . = 7. BENJAMIN = Rebecca
d 1691
Gillingham Browne
& Beccles
m 1692
1650-1737 d 1726

BENJAMIN
d 1691

BENJAMIN
d 1694

9. REBECCA = . . . . .
L 1733
Wake

Rebecca
George

FRANCES
UA 1663

5. BENJAMIN = Margaret
Gillingham Whitlock
& Beccles
m bef 1646

ANNE
= John
UA 1663 Clarke

8. ELIZABETH = William
L 1715
Elmy

Elizabeth Elmy

John Clarke

ELIZABETH
u24 in 1663

PENELOPE
u24 in 1663

Margaret Hayward, “the daughter of one John Hayward,
late of Rushmere, £10 when 21. To Robert, son of Robert
Gayford of Beccles, £5 when 21; and to Henry, another son of
the said Robert Gayford, £10 when 21. To Martha Gayford, a
daughter of the said Robert Gayford, £10 when 21. A post
bedstead to the aforesaid ffrances ffolkard. Cows and other
legacies to Gayfords. Residue to testator’s son Thomas, who
is exor. Witnessed by John Carson, Henry Parish, and “me
Robert Hornbye”. Proved at Beccles, 5 March, 1612.

30 April, 1629. William Lowe, of Beccles, late of
Worlingham, yeoman, states that about Septr 6, 1628, he
contracted with Thomas ffolkard, of Beccles, Potter, to lease
from him for 14 years a tenement in a street in Beccles that
led towards Lostofte [Lowestoft] at £5 a year. ffolkard
reserving a potkill [i.e. pot kiln] & the little house thereby
standing for his own use. A lease was promised &
complainant paid 6 pence as earnest. In reliance on this he
let his lands & house in Worlingham to his son, John Lowe,
sold his stock & removed to the house in Beccles with thirty
cart loads of goods, and paid Thomas ffolkard rent for six
months. Afterwards the said Thomas, knowing petitioner ’to
be a peaceable man & one that loveth quiet and not
contention’, refused to give the lease promised, because, the
plaintiff alleges, ffolkard knew him to be well stricken in
years.

4. Thomas ffolkard, of Bungay and Beccles, was
Henry’s son. I am without definite proof of the
identity of Thomas of Bungay with this one of Beccles,
but the dates of both, and propinquity of the two
towns, seem to justify it’s assumption. His residence
appears to have been changed from Bungay between
1604 and 1612.
Thomas’ earliest note is his marriage. In the Ipswich
Registry occurs :

An answer to the plea has not been filed. The
Churchwardens’ accounts of Beccles printed in the
East Anglian for January 1888, contain the two
following entries:

5th December, 1583. License granted to Thomas ffolkarde of
Bongaie (Saint) Marie, Co. Suff:, and Cecilia Howes, of
flixton, in sd. co:, wid.

1625. It. resaiud for eight lodes forty two faggotes fr. one
bonde wood wch was cutt one ye ground that Tho: ffolkard
occupie at 7s y lode iij le viijs.

This occasion is the only mention of Cecilia found.
Thomas is the defendant in:
18 February 1591. Arthur Warner, of Denton, Norf, yeoman,
showeth that he was arrested at the suit of William Sparke.
To obtain liberty he gave bond to the gaoler, John Paule,
together with Thomas ffolker, for £40, the three giving bond
to Sparke that petitioner should appear to Sparke’s writ.
Petitioner gave ffolker bond for 100 marks to hold the latter
harmless. Sparke was fully settled with. On ffolker being
asked to give up the bond for l00 marks he refused, and
threatens to sue upon it. Prays this suit may be barred.
ffolker replies that he rode from Bungay to Ipswich, where
the prison was, 25 miles, on the request of petitioner’s wife,
to get bail for him, and ultimately bailed him himself. ffolker
also pleads other indebtedness to him by petitioner.

24° Aprilis 1631, Of Thomas ffolkard for the Rent of Land in
his occupation, iij li & ijs iijd.

In 1641 he paid a subsidy of 3s 4d for land in
Beccles, and in 1645 became security for his son
Benjamin ffolkard in a suit to be cited when noticing
the latter. No later reference to him has been found. If
married in 1583, and only 21 years old, he would have
been, in 1645, aged 83 years, a lease of life almost equal
to that of his grandson Benjamin ffolkard, who
attained 87 years. Very few of the Suffolk family
appear to have died below the allotted span, and it
was indeed quite celebrated for the longevity of its
members. No will of Thomas has been discovered.
5. Benjamin ffolkard, of Beccles, and of Gillingham
Norfolk was no doubt, in spite of want of documentary evidence, a son of Thomas. It will be seen
from the suit quoted below that his wife was the
widow of Edward Whitlock of Great Yarmouth, and
from the date of that suit we may conclude that her
second marriage had taken place before 1646,
probably many years before. A son, Edward Whitlock,
had been born to her first marriage. A fine of 1654
informs us she was named Margaret, and as a legatee
and sole exor. to her second husband’s will of 1663, we
may conclude she survived the latter and was living at
the date of proof in 1665. No other record of her has
come to light.
Benjamin must, judging from the date of his father’s
marriage, 1583, and by his sister “ffrances’” minority
in 1612, have been born somewhere about 1585-90. His
death, as hereafter shown, occurred probably in 1665,
the year of proof of his will. On that presumption he
sustained the family repute of longevity by reaching
an age of between 75 and 80 years.
The earliest mention found of him is as late as 1642,
when he was defendant to a Chancery suit of which an
abstract is here given. The substituted use of ffolker
and ffuker for ffolkard in it is valuable evidence of the
identical use of these names.

In 1593, Thomas ffolkard was again defendant to
legal proceedings:
6 November, 1593. Richard Vinior, of St. Lawrence Ilketshall,
Gent., pleads that Thomas ffolkarde, of Bungay, Yeoman,
four years back owed him 20 marks. ffolkarde sold him
2 acres of rye in fflixton for £3, which petitioner reaped.
ffolkarde at another time sold him 300 faggots of wood &
2 loads of barley for £7. In settlement it was agreed that
petitioner should retain all sums due by him to ffolkard as
part payment of the 20 marks & an acquittance for those
sums was given. ffolkard afterwards pretended that that
acquittance was for money paid, & he claimed the value of
the barley & other items. Being barred in common law,
petitioner appeals to equity. Defendant ffolkard’s answer
describes the suit as brought to cause ’vexacon and treble.’
Says acquittance was for money pald & not for articles
delivered.

The land at fflixton named in this case was probably
land acquired by his marriage with Cecilia Howes.
We again find him concerned in a Chancery suit of
1604. From all I could decipher of the pleadings in this
suit, which are very illegible, they set forth:
Thomas ffolkarde, of Bungay, in the county of Suff., yeoman,
in the matter of the goods & chattels of the late — fforth, late
of Bungay, fishmonger, vs Ciprian Sallowes of Bergholt (?) in
the co. of Suff. yeoman.” (Janry 22, 1604).

23 May 1642. John Turner of Chetgrave, Norf., Yeoman,
brother & next heir of Elizabeth Garwood [in the answer it is
Garrard] widow, late of Beccles, deceased. The latter owned
a tenement in Beccles worth 20 marks annually, & was
otherwise possessed of an estate of £300 at least. In 1641,
wanting money, she borrowed £50 of Dorothy Read,
Spinster, late of Messon, Suff., on the security of the said
tenement. Petitioner, however, being ignorant of the terms of
the conveyance made. About November last the said

Thomas’ next reference is in his father’s will (1612),
in which he is stated to be living at Beccles, and having
a daughter ffrances, then a minor. He is named resid.
leg. and exor., and is left his father’s property in
Beccles. In 1623 he paid a subsidy of 4 shillings for
goods valued at 20 shillings, and in 1625 a second
subsidy on land there valued similarly. In 1629 he was
sued in Chancery on the following abstracted plea:
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Elizabeth Garwood dyed, her estate by right coming to
petitioner. But one Benjamin ffoker, now or late of Beccles,
Yeoman, a stranger to the deceased & noways related to her,
ingratiated himself with her in her last sickness, & while she
was unfit got her to make a will leaving him the said
premises & all other her personal estate. Before her death she
rallied, & being reminded by those about her, declared she
had settled the propety on her brother, the petitioner, on his
marriage. She also said that she had not intended to make
any such will, and that Benjamin ffuker should have nothing
by it. She then relapsed & died. Benjamin ffolker conspired
with Dorothie Read & with John Clark, the occupier of the
premises, to deep the deeds secret, and enforced the
fraudulently obtained will although he knew the testatrix to
have declared it void. He also possessed himself of all her
goods & chattels & personal estate.

The second Fine:
Between Benjamin ffolkard and others, plffs., and Thomas
Clifton and Hannah his wife and others, defts, respecting
8 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow, and 4 acres of pasture,
with appurts., in Worlingham and Beccles. Plffs. pay defts.
£41 sterling.

Thomas Lockington was again sued by Benjamin,
according to C. P. before 1714, Collins Depositions.
ffolkard vs Lockington in depositions taken at the King’s
Head, Beccles, 30 May, 1659
Henry Parker, malster of Beccles, says he knew complainant
Benjamin ffolkard, and hath known him from infancy. Does
not know defendants. Case refers to property in Gillingham
claimed by plff. called ’ The two Alderrars ’ [quare ‘Alders‘].
Name is written ffolkerd in depositions. Two other very old
witnesses, one being 76, say they also knew complainant
from infancy.

Benjamin’s answer was:
The Joint & Severall Admissions of Benjamin ffolkard,
Dorathie Rede, & John Clarke, Defendants
ffolkard denies the imputed fraud as to obtaining the will,
and states that the testatrix had often complained that her
brother had not used her well. He had long done all her
business for her in her widowhood; had not solicited the
will, & although not allied was in no sense a stranger to her.
He had paid off the mortgage on the premises held by
Darathe Read, & held the property, as well as residue of
personal estate, by right of the will.

Benjamin’s next mention is in 1660, when he was
plaintiff to another Fine:
Between Benjamin ffolkard, plf., and Jacob Carver and
Katherine his wife, defts. respecting a messuage, a stable, a
curtilage, a garden, an orchard, 3 acres marsh land, a quay
and 2 ponds, with apptces., in Gillingham St. Mary.
Benjamin ffolkard to pay, £80 sterling.

Again in 1660 we find him as Benjamin “ffakin”
concerned in a second Fine:

Also in 1642 Beniamen ffolcard paid a subsidy in
Beccles “for land in ye occupation of Charles Carter,
2s 6d“; “for land in ye occupation of John Clarke,
3s 8d”; and for land occupied by himself, 5 shillings. In
a Chancery suit of 1645, it states:

Between Benjamin ffakin. plf., & Thomas Thoresby,
Armiger, and Jane his wife, defts., of 4 messuages, 145 acres
of land, 3 roods of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, 40 or
50 acres furze and heath, 52 acres of marsh, the warranted
liberty of one field, and free faldage with ovibus [quare] with
apptces. in Legitt, otherwise Legittle, and Bawst. Benjamin to
pay £300 sterling.

Benjamin ffolkard, of Beccles, ‘beerbrewer,’ bought malt of
William London, gent. of Alderley, Norf., paying for it £24 in
money & giving writing for £32, as to which his father,
Thomas ffolkard, also of Beccles, became surety.

In a Fine of 1661 to which Benjamin was plaintiff,
one of the Elmy family into which his granddaughter
married is a party:

In 1646 he was the subject of an appeal to the Court
of Chancery. This case has been referred to above as
affording evidence of his wife’s name before her
second marriage.

Between Benjamin ffolkard and Isaac Smith, plffs., and
Martha Elmy, widow, John Smyth senr & John Smyth junr,
and Martha, formerly wife of Nicholas Smyth, Richard
Smyth, and Henry Waller & Priscilla his wife, defts.,
respecting a messuage, a garden, an orchard, 3 acres of land,
& 2 acres of pasture, with appurts., in Beccles. Plffs. pay
defts. £41 sterling.

Thomas Wyndham, Esquire, of Stokesby, Norf., states that
about 1606 [or perhaps 1636] he accepted a loan of £40 from
Edward Whitlocke the elder, of Great Yarmonth, deceased. It
was afterwards agreed that he should use the money till
Edward Whitlock the younger was of age. The latter being
‘yet many years under age, by combination between him
and one Benjamin ffolkard, who married his mother, the
widow and relict of the said Edward Whitlock his father,
and by the persuasion & procurement of the said Benjamin
ffolkard, who hath gotten the said two bonds and obligacons
into his hands, presses for payment of them & has put the
bonds in suit at common law. Plaintiff prays for protection.
[Answer not filed]

Two years later in 1663, Benjamin made his will, but
as this was not proved until 1665 he probably lived to
that year. He was then resident at Gillingham,
Norfolk, only two miles from Beccles. His two sons,
Thomas and Benjamin, are dealt with below. Four
daughters are named. Of ffrances and Elizabeth we
know nothing further, but the first was certainly
named after her aunt ffrances, she in her turn also
transmitting that name. Penelope witnessed the will of
Richard Meen, of Brockdish, Norfolk, along with her
brother Thomas ffolkard on the 19 April, 1709, and
Anne was almost certainly the wife of John Clarke, of
Beccles. Proof as to this is afforded by a case wherein
her brother Benjamin is stated to have been the uncle
of Clarke’s son. “John Clarke and Ann his wife” will
also be found named in two Fines of 1700. Further, the
same John Clarke is referred to in a Chancery suit
against his brother-in-law Benjamin as conspiring with
the latter to withhold certain property from John
Turner. He and his wife had a son John Clarke, who, it
will be seen later, was an attorney at Beccles, and
conducted the law suits of his uncle, Benjamin
ffolkard.

Benjamin ffolkard seems to have been an inveterate
litigant. The next suit with which he was concerned
was one he brought in Chancery against Thomas
Lockington and Richard Carter, of Gillingham St.
Mary’s, Norfolk. The original pleading is missing, but
from the interrogatories and defendants answer (in
which the spelling “ffolkered” is used, as also from
ffolkard’s reply, the claim was for possession of a
house in Gillingham held by the defendants. The date
seems to have been 1655, but Benjamin had obtained a
decree against Lockington in 1650. In 1654 he was a
party to two Fines:
Between Thomas Brereton, plff., and Benjamin ffolkard and
Margarett his wife and ffrancis Garrard [see suit of 1642]
dfts., as to one [?] messuage, one Brewhouse, one garden,
one orchard, with appurts. in Beccles. Plff. pays defts. the
sum of money between them accorded.

Will
Benjamin ffolkard of Gillingham St Mary, Norf, Yeoman.
Sick in body. To Margaret his wife the tenement he dwelt in
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in Gillingham, together with the brewing office, until his son
Benjamin be 24. The latter then to have it conditional on his
paying “unto ffrances and Anne my two eldest daughters”
the sum of £10 apiece when 30 yeares of age, and to “my two
other daughters, Elizeabeth and Penelope’, the sum of £10
apiece when 24 years of age. A house in Annelbridyg Street,
Beccles, to his wife until his son Thomas be 24, when it was
to pass to the said Thomas “provided she and he pay
40 shillings a year to Hester Garrard, single woman, for life“.
To wife 3 parcels of medowe with a curtilage in Beccles and
Worlingham, to be sold by her to pay testator’s debts. All
personal estate to wife to bring up children. Goods to be
inventoried, and eventually to go to his daughters ffrances
and Anne when thirty years old, and to Elizeabeth and
Penelope when 24. His wife sole exectutrix. Signed and
sealed by Benjamin ffolkard, 7 March, 1663. Proved at
Norwich, 9 April, 1665.

Mary, ye wife of Thomas ffolkard, Rector of this Parish,
buried February 14th, l711⁄2

Thomas’s second wife was Rebecca Warner, of
Beccles. From her tomb we learn she was born in 1683.
There is doubt about her parentage; but a writer in the
East Anglian, in the 1880s, stated:
The registers of Beccles Church contain many Warners.
Edward Warner was rector of Ellough in 1680, on
presentation by Sir Lionel Talmach Playters.

I believe this rector to be the father of Rebecca
ffolkard, there being, as indicated above, close
marriage connection between the four families named.
That of Warner was anciently settled at Parham,
where it had large estates, Sir John Warner having
been created a baronet by Charles II. It bore as arms:
or, a bend engrailed between six roses, seeded, or.
The register of Uggeshall has:

6. Thomas ffolkard, rector of Uggeshall and
Sotherton, was Benjamin’s son and a legatee under his
will (1663). In it Thomas is stated to have then been
under 24 years of age. The register of his burial records
his having been born in 1653.
Thomas married twice, both being into well known
families of position in Suffolk. The first was to Mary,
daughter of John Palgrave, Esq, of Pulham St. Mary
Magdalene, Norfolk, a barrister of Gray’s Inn, by
Christian, his first cousin, who was daughter of
William Palgrave, Esq, of the same place. Her
grandfather was Edward Palgrave, BD, rector of Diss,
Norfolk, one of her great uncles being Sir Austin
Palgrave, Bart, of Northwood Barningham. These
details of her family connection are derived from the
Palgrave Family Memorials, which contains a pedigree
that states that “Mary Palgrave, daughter of John and
Christian Palgrave, born 25 March, 1653, married the
Rev. Thomas Folkard, of Uggeshall, Suffolk”. The only
mention found of this wife prior to her marriage is in
the will of her father (1687), of which an abstract reads:

Thomas ffolkard, Rector, Widr and Rebecca Warner of
Beccles were married in the church belonging to the Hospital
of Norwich, January 8th, 1712⁄3.

Mary could therefore have been dead only eleven
months when the second marriage was contracted.
Rebecca outlived her husband, and was a legatee
under his will of lands in Henham and Sotherton, and
of a life interest in lands at Uggeshall. She proved this
will in 1719, and died a year later, the Register of
Sotherton containing:
Rebecca ffolkard buried November 9th, 1720.

The inscription on her tomb, indicating her death on
6 November, 1720, at the age of 37, will be found
under that relating to her husband given below. There
is no evidence of any children of Thomas’ second
marriage, and the absence of any reference in his will
justifies the conclusion he died childless.
The earliest mention of Thomas ffolkard is the
taking of his AB degree at St. Catherine’s, Cambridge,
in 1672, and the second his obtaining that of AM, in
1676, at the same college. He must have been 19 years
old when the degree of AB was conferred, and 23
when he received that of AM. He was appointed
rector of Uggeshall, to which the living of Sotherton
was joined, in 1680 and was the incumbent until his
death in 1719, for a term, consequently, of 39 years. He
was succeeded by John Edwards in 1720. His
predecessor, Sir Lionel Playters, Bart, according to an
entry in the register, “was Rector in 1629, turned out
about 1644 (doubtless by Cromwell as a non-juror),
hired to be restored, and to 1679” or fifty years in all.
On his appointment to the rectory of Uggeshall,
Thomas had to obtain bondsmen. An entry in the
Exchequer First Fruits Composition Books gives the
names of these.

Dated ll Sept 1687. Proved Oct 6 1687 by Christian, his
widow & exx. To her the meadow called the Whipping
meadow and 16 acres, the Church close and Market close,
ffoxe’s pightle & Kettle’s close, &c., for her life: remainder,
one moiety to Mary Palgrave my daughter, and other moiety
to Elizabeth Palgrave my da. They to pay to Thomas
Palgrave my son £l00 in the porch of the Church at Pulham.
All his lands in Norf. & Suff. to his wife, with remainder
after her death to his son Thomas.

Her name also occurs in the will of her cousin, John
Palgrave, of Henham, Suffolk, Gentleman, of
19 September, 1693:
Unto my cosen, Mary ffolkard, wife of Mr. Thomas ffolkard,
the sume of tenne pounds.

The predecessor of Thomas at Uggeshall rectory was
Sir Lionel Talmach Playters, Bart, whose wife was
Elizabeth Warner, no doubt a relation of Thomas
ffolkard’s second wife, Rebecca Warner. A brother of
Sir Lionel Playters, Thomas Playters, married in 1625 a
daughter of the Sir Austin Palgrave above referred to
as the great uncle of Mary ffolkard, while a sister of
his, Lydia Playters, married in 1633 Henry Warner,
Esq., of Mildenhall, Suffolk. The connection between
the four families of Playters, Folkard, Palgrave, and
Warner, is curiously close considering Sir Lionel
Playters was the incumbent of Uggeshall prior to
Thomas’s succession to that cure. It may account for
his appointment to the living. The Register of
Sotherton contains the following as to this marriage:

Suff P Uggeshall. Daniel Bedingfield de Grayes Inn primo
Sep. 1680 in Com. Middx. Arm. et Willm. Bugden
primo Mar 1680 de pochia Scti Andrae, Holborne, in
Com.
primo Sep. 1681 £l2
Middx. Barbitonsor. primo Mar. 168—

Two letters written by Thomas are preserved among
the Egerton Manuscripts in the British Museum. They
are both addressed to the distinguished antiquary and
official herald, Oliver Le Neve. The first:
Sr
By a note from my grandmother at Henham [wch I have
inclosed for yr. fuller satisfaction] I find that ye Darsham
Ladyes were designed for Henham yesterday, but one of
their horses being disabled by some accidentall misfortune
or other, that intended visit must be delayed, & by
consequence, I have no hopes of seeing them this Xtmas at
my house, for althô this is not ye usuall time of their coming

Thomas ffolkard, Rector of Sotherton, and Mary Palgrave of
Henham, both single, married May 28th, 1689

There was apparently no issue of the marriage and
we know nothing further of Mary except that she died
in 1712 and was buried at Sotherton:
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Wychingham in
Norffolke
To be Left at Mrs Prattants a Grocers shop at WhiteLion=Lands End in ye Markett place in

hither, yet had they pursued their p ject [i.e. project] for
Henham, I would have endeavrd to perswade them a step or
two further towards Uggeshall, for as I think myselfe always
happy in their good company at my own house, so doe I
assure you Sr it would have bin no small addition to that
happiness to have had you here wh ym [i.e. with them] and
truly I am very sorry for yr disappoyntmt. But as I perswade
my selfe this intervening Accident will not discourage you
from any design you had propounded to yr selfe concerning
that worthy family, so I also hope that you will nevertheless
make me happy in yr good company at Uggeshall, thô I
cannot offer such prevailing circumstances to invite you
hither. Sr John Playters I hope will come along with you, &
when I have pd my service at Henham, whither I am just
now goeing, I shall chain myselfe to my own house ye
reminder of this season, in expectance of yr kind visit, my
humble service to Sr Jo. & my Lady, if I be any way capable
of serving you, pray Sr. beleeve there is none more ready
Than
yr. obliged humble Servtffffff
T Folkardfff
[At side] Uggeshall. Janry 4th 1697⁄8.
[Addressed]
For
Oliver Neave, Esqr at
Sotturley Hall
Suffolke.

Norwich

Thomas was party to two Fines of 1700:
Between Thomas ffolkard, clerk, & Phillip Hayward,
generosus, plffs, and John Clarke and Ann his wife, defts, of
2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 40 acres land, 20 acres
meadow, and 50 acres pasture, with appurtces., in Denton,
Alburgh, and Barsham. Defdts receive £l60 sterling.
Between Thomas ffolkard, Clerk, and Phillip Haward,
generosus, plffs, and John Clarke and Ann his wife, defts, of
one messuage, one garden, an orchard, 60 acres land,
30 acres meadow, and 50 acres pasture, with Apptces., in the
parish of Ilketshall St John, Ilketshall St Lawrence, and
Bungay. Plffs pay defts. £200 sterling.

His name is next met with in 1702 on a Suffolk Poll
List as a voter in Uggeshall. In 1709 with his sister,
Penelope he witnessed the will of Richard Meen, of
Brockdish, Norfolk to which Thomas Palgrave, of
Brockdish, was appointed supervisor. Nothing further
of note until the making of his will in 1715. His niece,
Mary Vincent, named therein, was probably a
daughter of one of his three sisters, who had married a
man of that name, but no trace of such a marriage has
been met with. Thomas died in 1719, Sotherton
Register reading:

The second:
Uggeshall June ye 3d. 1702
Sr.
Both my wife & I have oftentimes since wee had ye
happiness of seeing you in these parts, entertain’d or selves
wh ye pleasing thoughts of or Wychingham-journey, when
the time should come, that according to promise wee were to
wait upon you there & you can scarce imagine wth wt
uneasiness & dissatisfaction, wee bear ye defeat wee have
met wth to thwart & controll or expectations in that matter.
My wife was assured [she thought] of her sister to govern
her family in ye time of her absence, & Captn Palgrave, at
whose house she is at prsent, was very willing to part wth
her for ye time, & would have come along himselfe wth us,
or els waited upon you ye time wee were wth you. Thus I
had also fixt my business & Provided a supply for our
Sunday, and I should have ventured my churches wthout
for another, When all of a Sudden wthin ye space of a week,
2 or 3 letters from my sister Palgrave came to tell us that she
could not possibly come to Uggeshall, as shee would have
done wth all her heart some extraordinary occasions [she
say] interposing, wch indispensibly require her longer stay
at Norwich, & by consequence preventing her doeing us that
favr. What this important business should be I know not, &
unless Matrimony stands in ye way [wch by ye by I have
heard somewt of since] I think I can scarce forgive her, but if
wedlock be ye reall truth of ye matter, that must indeed be
allowed to superseade all obligations of this nature, & wee
ought to acquiesce. However in ye mean time Sr, my wife
does not trust to ye conduct of servts, especially such as wee
have found too careless in ye discharg of the like trust
reposed in them at other times, & for this reason wee both
hope, that both yr selfe and yr Lady will excuse us at this
prsent & so courteously interpret or sincere intentions as if
wee had actually perform’d or promise & wee beg of you Sr
to accept of or humble and hearty thanks for yr. kind
invitation, & the particular favr. you were pleased so freely
to promise of yr Coach in order to or. conveyance from
Norwich, & wee hope, E’re it be long Sr to meet with such a
favrable opportunity, as may not be at all entangled wth any
disagreeable circumstances opposing or designs, & then I
shall have (wt I heartily wish) a time to tell you at
Wychingham that I am in Earnest wt I write now that is
Sr. yr most humble & Obliged
servt ffffffTho: Folkard
Be pleased Sr to give or humble Service to yr vertuous Lady
and all or friends wth you.
[Addressed]
For
Oliver Le Neave Esqr at

Thomas ffolkard, Clerk, buried March l4th. 1719

His tomb and his second wife is in Sotherton
Church, and is inscribed on a flat stone:
IN MEMORY OF
THOMAS FOLKARD. RECTOR OF THIS
PARISH AND OF UGGESHALL, WHO DEPARTED
THIS LIFE YE: 11TH DAY OF MARCH, I719, AGED
66 YEARS.
AND ALSO REBECCA, THE WIFE OF THE
ABOVE THOMAS FOLKARD, SHE
DEPARTED THIS LIFE YE 6TH DAY OF NOVEMBER
1720, AGED 37 YEARS.
Will
Thomas ffolkard, Rector of Uggeshall and Sotherton, Suffolk:
28 March 1715. Described as “Clark” and of Uggeshall. To
Augustus Palgrave, “son of my brother-in-law Thomas
palgrave, of Brockdish, Clerk”, all his lands in Pulham Saint
Mary Magdalene, Norfolk, “providing he pay unto my niece
Mary Vincent £40” and to his sister Katherine Palgrave £100.
To Rebecca “my beloved wife” all lands and tenements in
Henham and Sotherton, Suffolk for ever. Also all his lands in
Uggeshall for her life, and at her decease these to go to his
brother Benjamin ffolkard, of Gillingham, Norfolk, for ever.
All his goods, chattels and other personalty to his wife,
“providing she pay to my niece Mary Vincent £40”.
Bequeaths £3 for a silk fringe to the pulpit in Uggeshall
church, besides £3 to the poor there and at Sotherton,
30 shillings to those of Wangford, and 20 shillings to those of
Henham. His wife sole executrix — Signed by testator, and
by John Jefferson as one of the witnesses — Proved 23 March
1719 by Rebecca ffolkard the relict.

7. Benjamin ffolkard, of Beccles and Gillingham was
Thomas’ brother and a son of Benjamin ffolkard
(No. 5), in whose will (1663) he is named as then being
under 24 years of age. From his answer to a Chancery
pleading, quoted hereafter, we learn him to have been
between 80 and 81 years old in 1731. He must
therefore have been born in 1650.
Benjamin was twice married. The date of his first
cannot be ascertained, nor, indeed, is anything known
of wife or children beyond the record on her tomb,
formerly to be seen in the churchyard at Beccles. The
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stone had so decayed when Davy saw it in 1824, that
the inscription could not be read. Fortunately it has
been preserved in the Harleian MSS. The stone was
placed in the south wall of the churchyard:

In 1715 Benjamin brought two suits in Chancery
against John Schuldam, of Beccles:
January 3. 1715. Benjamin ffolkard, Beerbrewer, of
Gillingham, Norf sues John Schuldam, of Beccles, Suff. near
1
Gillingham [only 1/
4 miles] on a loan of £20 advanced on
mortgage of land in 1707 to Cyprian Heyward, of Stockton,
Norf. In the same year, 1715, he further sues John Schuldam,
Gent, of Beccles, attorney of the Court of Common Pleas, for
£150 money lent to him on June 8th. 1710 [& £7 10s besides]
on mortgage of lands at Redisham, Suff. afterwards bought
by Benjamin ffolkard. Replies to interrogatories in last case
are among Chancery Pleadings 1714 to 1758. These cases
dragged on for years, though three orders were made on
them & ffolkard eventually got judgment. A third suit was
Benjamin ffolkard con Margaret Hayward, Michael Coleman
and Hannah Hayward. Orders were made on this suit in
1714-15, but I could find no particulars of it. (From a note by
Arthur Crouch Folkard (1890).)

“MORS MIHI VITA”
ELONER THE WIFE OF
BENJAMIN FOLKARD
DIED DECEMBER 2 —1691 .
BENJAMIN THEIR SON DIED 7BR 3 . 1684 .
FRANCES FOLKARD THEIR DAUGR DIED JUNE
24 . 1691 . BENJ. FOLKARD THEIR SON DIED
NOVEMBER 30 . 1691 .

The death of the sons of the marriage stopped this
line in the male descent, there being no male issue to
the second marriage, to Rebecca Browne, widow of
Abraham Browne. We learn from Chancery
proceedings hereafter quoted that the marriage of
Rebecca to Benjamin took place in November, 1692,
only eleven months after the death of Mary, thus
setting an example afterwards exactly followed by his
brother, the rector of Uggeshall and Sotherton. From
these and other proceedings we learn that Abraham
Browne had been a maltster resident at Beccles, and
that he died in 1688, leaving issue by Rebecca ffolkard,
John and Abraham Browne. Abraham died in 1722,
John died a minor in 1726. This left two children,
Abraham and Rebecca Browne, the girl dying shortly
after her father. The property left to the issue of
Rebecca ffolkard’s first marriage involved her second
husband, Benjamin ffolkard, in repeated vexatious
legal proceedings. Rebecca was associated with her
husband in Fines of 1705 and 1715, hereafter quoted.
No further record of her is known beyond the fact
revealed by the Chancery suit that she died
24 December, 1726, leaving two daughters by her
second marriage.
Benjamin lived at Gillingham, Norfolk, near Beccles,
up to 1715, and subsequently at Beccles, where he
made his will. The mention of him next in date to that
of his father’s will is of 4 July, 1688, when he was
granted letters of administration as “principal
creditor” to the estate of John Parkinson, of Burgh St.
Peter. In 1696 we find him suing for a debt, and from
the pleadings in the case we learn that he was then a
brewer in Gillingham. An abstract of these reads:

With reference to the cases above-named, see Clarke
vs. ffolkard, quoted hereafter.
Also in 1715, Benjamin was defendant to the
following Fine:
Between Henry Stone, Gent. plf., & Benjamin ffolkard &
Rebecca his wife, & William Elmy & Elizabeth his wife
[daughter of this Benjamin ffolkard] defts., of 1 messuage,
6 acres land, and 4 acres of furze and heath, with appurtces.
in Worlingham. Plf. pays defts. £60 sterling.

Benjamin’s brother Thomas’ will (1715) bequeaths
all his land in Uggleshall, on the death of his wife, to
“my brother, Benjamin ffolkard, of Gillingham, Norf.,
for ever.” This legacy found special mention in
Benjamin’s own will.
In 1720 he became the subject of further legal
proceedings:
Clerke vs ffolkerd. 3rd. November 1720. John Clerke, of
Beccles, Gent, an Attorney, pleads that one Benjamin
ffolkard, late of Gillingham, Norf., & now of Beccles, Beer
Brewer, about 1712 by a verbal order employed your orator
to bring an action of ejectment to recover the possession of
an estate in Redsham, Suff., on which he had a mortgage
made to him divers years before by Mr. John Schuldam. He
did so, & secured a verdict. Schuldam brought a writ of
error, which plff. also defended by verbal order of Benjamin
ffolkard, the costs being £35 6s 8d. Subsequently he further
obtained an order to foreclose the right of occupation & got
the verdict, the costs being £42 when taxed. He also
conducted a case for the deft against Christopher Johnson,
the costs in which were £10 17s. 3d. Also to recover an estate
in Kessingland on which deft. had a mortgage, & he was put
in possession. Also against the same Schuldam for an estate
in Stockton, Norfolk, also mortgaged to deft., & obtained a
decree, the costs being £92 2s 10d. Many other suits were
also brought by the petitioner for the defendant at common
law in Suff. & Norf., ‘which he did readily do the sd. Ben.
ffolkard being his uncle.’ Says that the latter now denies that
these sums are owing, they being more than balanced by
monies borrowed by the petr. from the deft. This plf denies,
but as all the business was done by verbal order, he prays
that Benjamin ffolkard be put on his corporal oath to declare
the whole truth. No answer is filed, & probably the matter
was settled out of Court.

ffolkard vs Purvis Benjamin ffolkard, of Gillingham St
Mary’s, Norf., Beer Brewer, on 20th May, 1696 pleads that
Robert Gardiner, a taylor, for many years kept a garden &
Alehouse in Beccles, during which tyme he became indebted
to the orator [plff] for Beere, Ale, and other goods in the sum
of £48, and being unable to pay gave a bond dated July 2,
1686, for £96 to pay the debt upon the 2nd August next at the
house of the orator in Gillingham. He failed to pay it, &
dying in 1692, left Jeofry Purvis the elder, of Beccles, his heir,
who is sued upon the bond.

In 1701 he was one of the plaintiffs on a Fine, the
Ann, wife of John Clarke, named in it being his sister.
Between Benjamin ffolkard & Gregory Clarke, plfs. and John
Clarke & Ann his wife, defts, of 1 messuage, 1 garden,
1 orchard, 60 acres land, 30 acres meadow, & 50 acres
pasture, with apptces., in the parishes of Ilketshall St John,
Ilketshall St Lawrence, & Bungay. Plfs pay £200 sterling.

This case strongly evidences the inherited litigious
character of Benjamin, as well as the very substantial
means possessed by him. It further affords proof that
by 1720 Benjamin had left Gillingham to live at
Beccles.
The Poll List for the Knights of the Shire of
30 August, 1727, includes the name of Benjamin
ffolkard, of Beccles, as entitled to vote for property in
Yarmouth, this probably descending to him from his
mother, the widow of Edward Whitlock. He gave his
vote for Sir Wm Barker, Bart, and Sir Jermyn Davers,

He was defendant on a second Fine in 1705:
Between Margaret Brame, Widow, plf., & Benjamin ffolkard
& Rebecca his wife, John Mickleburg & Ann his wife, John
Morse & Sarah his wife, John Youngman & Ann his wife,
John Thirton & Sarah his wife, defts., of 5 messuages,
5 gardens, 5 orchards, 15 acres land, 7 acres meadow, &
40 acres pasture, with apptces., in Beccles, Bungay,
Reddysham, & parish of St Andrews of Ilketshall. Plfs. pay
defts. £l60 sterling.
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leaving an infant son, a third Abraham Browne. The last was
then 16 years old and entitled to the reversion of the land.
His grandmother Rebecca ffolkard. died in December 1726,
& in the same year her grandson this said Abraham Browne
also died. Benjamin ffolkard had cut down every oak, ash,
elm & other timber tree on the estate, to an account for
which the petitioner is entitled. The defendant ffolkard’s
answer says his wife had two children by her first marriage,
Rebecca & Abraham Browne, both being now dead. Pleads
that he had laid out a lot of money on the farm buildings, &
had sold some of the timber to reimburse himself, obtaining
£63. Answer filed in 1731, & signed “Ben ffolkard”.

Bart, the third candidate being John Holt, Esq.
The suit of which an abstract follows should be read
in connection with that of Schuldam vs. ffolkard,
quoted following it:
10 August, 1731. Brown vs. ffolkard. John Browne, of
Beccles, Gent., pleads that Abraham Browne, late of Beccles,
malster, in his life had a good estate and farm in Ringfield
and Barsham, worth £45 per annum. In his will of 30
December, 1687, this farm was left to Rebecca his wife for
life, and after her to Abraham his son. Browne died June
1688, and his son died in the lifetime of his mother, having
made a will 11 February, 1722, bequeathing his inheritance
of these lands to his children, Abraham and Rebecca
Browne, subject to a power to release for the daughter to
charge the same with a payment of £200. Availing herself of
this power, Rebecca Browne mortgaged her share to that
amount and handed over all the papers to the mortgagee,
she dying shortly after. The reversion then became vested in
her brother. About November, 1692, Rebecca Browne, their
grandmother, had married Benjamin ffolkard, of Gillingham
St. Mary, and after of Beccles, Beerbrewer. She died in
December, 1726, when the said premises vested absolutely in
her grandson, Abraham Browne, but charged with the
payment of £200. He died a minor in January, 1726, his estate
coming to petitioner as heir-at-law, he being the son of John
Browne, Fellmonger, of Beccles, a son of the first Abraham
Browne of this suit. Shortly before the death of the minor
referred to, Benjamin ffolkard paid off the mortgage of £200
and obtained its assignment to himself. Petitioner alleges he
had repaid this £200 to Benjamin ffolkard, the defdt. The
date of this repayment is not named, blank space being left
for its insertion in the pleading. He contends that defendant
then assigned the mortgage to him or to some person in trust
for him, promising to deliver the deeds. ‘But Benjamin
ffolkard, combining with Sarah Jenneyes of Great Yarmouth,
the original mortgagee, and William Elmy, Tanner, of
Beccles, son in law to the defendant, set up divers excuses
and say that the estate was not devised as set forth.’ William
Elmy asserts that they have no writings in their possession,
and plff prays for an examination on oath of Benjamin
ffolkard and William Elmy. The Answer of Ben ffolkard
Gent., admits all premises, and says that Rebecca Browne
died 14th January, 1724, at Beccles. His wife Rebecca died
December 24th, 1726. He had received no deeds from Sarah
Jennes when he paid the mortgage-money, but he heard that
one Milles, an Attorney of Yarmouth, had them, and he
asked William Elmy to call for them, who brought him a
bundle of old parchments, but he could not say what they
were, and does not know what has become of them, and
‘saith that he, being upwards of the age of eighty years, is
very infirm and depraved in his mind and memory,’ and
that he believes these deeds were taken out of his house
when he was indisposed or away from home, and also
believes that the complainant well knows where they are.
Acknowledges that the latter had paid him the £200 and
interest, but that he had never assigned to him or anyone
else the mortgage. Denies all claim on the property, and is
ready to assign the mortgage on trust.
William Elmy’s answer is filed, but has no interest. The
signature attached to Benjamin ffolkard’s answer, is
evidently that of a very old and infirm man.

We possess no record of Benjamin subsequent to the
dates of the two last suits until that of his will (1733).
This not having been proved until 1737, it may be
assumed that he survived until that year, in which
case he would have attained the great age of 87 years,
sharing and exeeding the exceptional longevity of his
father and grandfather.
Will
Benjamin ffolkard (ffolkered, ffolkerd, ffoker, ffakin) of
Beccles, Suffolk, Beer Brewer: 7 February 1733. To his son-inlaw William Elmy, of Beccles, Maltster, “all my pieces of
land called Neaves, lying in Beccles or in Higate-nextBeccles”. To Elizabeth, the daughter of the said Elmy, the
house testator dwelt in in Beccles, with all stables, gardens,
etc. To “Rebecca Wake, my daughter, my house in
Gillingham, Norfolk, wherein she now dwells, and all
brewing utensils there, for life”. These at her decease to go to
George Wake, her son, for life, and then to such of the said
George’s children as may be then living. Also to the said
Rebecca Wake “my house in Beccles known by the sign of
The Mariners, for life, and then to Rebecca Wake my
granddaughter. I give and devise all my copyhold
messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, situate,
lying and being in Uggeshall, late the estate of Thomas
Folkard, Clerke, my deceased brother, and all other property
in Beccles and adjacent not otherwise disposed of, with all
my personal estate, to be sold by Executors to pay debts and
legacies, and all residue equally between William Elmy and
Rebecca Wake my daughter”. To the poor of Beccles
20 shillings. William Elmy and testator’s daughter Rebecca
Wake, exors — Signed by testator, and witnessed by Thomas
Rede, Ann Whitlock, and John Farr — Proved at Beccles,
16 June 1737.

8. Elizabeth ffolkard was one of Benjamin’s
daughters, both of whom were by their father’s second
marriage to Rebecca Browne. The first mention found
of her is in a Fine of 1715, which proves her to have
been married to William Elmy before that year:
Between Henry Stone, Gentleman, plff., and Benjamin
ffolkard & Rebecca his wife, and William Elmy and
Elizabeth his wife, defts., of 1 messuage, 6 acres land, & 4
acres furze & heath, with ptces., in Worlingham. Plff pays
defdts £60 sterling.

Elizabeth Elmy has no mention in her father’s will
(1733), though her sister, Rebecca Wake, is specially
named in it. From this it may be concluded that she
probably died before that year. That will, however,
bequeaths property to her daughter, also Elizabeth
Elmy. No trace of other children of hers has been
found.
Her husband, William Elmy, was a legatee under
the will referred to, of which he was an exor. In a case,
before quoted, of 1731, he has been described as a
tanner of Beccles, so he probably became a maltster, as
described in the will of his father-in-law. after that
date. His signature in that case is exceedingly quaint.
He appears to have been son to a William Elmy, as in a
case brought in 1731 by Ann Clarke, the widow of
William Clarke, against John Schuldam, senior, her
daughter, Hannah Cockrell, deposed that “William

In 1731, he was concerned in a further suit
respecting the property of his then late wife’s former
husband:
Schuldam vs Folkard 10 May l731. John Schuldam, of
Beccles, Gent., Administrator of the goods of Abraham
Browne late of Beccles, Gent. In 1687 Abraham Browne
[grandfather of Abraham Browne] made his will & died,
leaving certain lands in Kingsfield & Barsham to his son, but
to his wife Rebecca during her life. In November 1692 this
Rebecca Browne married one Benjamin ffolkard, then of
Gillingham St Mary, Norf., & now of Beccles, Beer Brewer.
In 1722 Abraham Browne, the son of this Rebecca, died,
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Elmy had died 3 or 4 years” before the institution of
the suit. Elizabeth’s husband was living in 1741, when
he was co-defendant with his sister-in-law Rebecca
Wake to two Fines sued by Thomas Rede, Gent.,
respecting lands in Gillingham, Beccles, Ingate,
Ilketshall St. Andrews, Ilketshall St. Lawrence, and
Great Redisham. Subsequent to the date of these, we
have no trace of him; nor have we further mention of
the daughter above referred to. It is possible that the
last may, from the connection in the Fines, have
married the plaintiff to them, Thomas Rede.
9. Rebecca ffolkard, Elizabeth’s sister, was named in
her father’s will (1733) as Rebecca Wake, and
appointed executrix to it. It mentions her as then
residing in a house belonging to her father in
Gillingham, Norfolk. We may conclude from this, and
from the fact that her husband is not referred to in the
will, that she was, at the date of it, a widow. Her
children, George and Rebecca Wake, are named in it.
She was probably living in 1741, the date of the two
Fines quoted above, though it is possible, of course,
that the Rebecca Wake named in them was her
daughter Rebecca. No further mention of her son
George has been found, but his sister married John
Wade, of Rendlesham, Davy recording:

It is upon this statement that a family connection has
been assumed between this line at Beccles and that at
Bedfield, though of early date. The presumption is
further strengthened by the fact that the Rev ffrancis
ffolkard of Clopton was also trustee in 1751 for John
Clarke, who was probably either the attorney of
Beccles, son to Anne ffolkard, or a son of his. Davy’s
entry to this trusteeship reads:
24th June, 1751. Indenture between John Chilton, Clerk, of
the first part, ffrancis ffolkard, of Clopton, Clerk, of the
second part, & the said John Clarke of the third part. The
said Jacob Chilton did bargain, sell, assign &c. all the said
Premises, mortgage &c. to said ffrancis ffolkard, in trust for
said John Clarke to attend the inheritance.

The Beccles line of the ffolkard family, it will be
seen, died out from failure of male heirs. The very
considerable property amassed by its later members
must have become the inheritance of the families into
which its female members had married, viz., those of
Clarke, Elmy, Wake, and Wade.

Francis Folkard, of Clopton, Clerk, and James Lynn, of
Woodbridge, Surgeon, were appointed 5th April, 1744,
trustees to a marriage settlement on Rebecca Wake, who
married John Wade, of Rendlesham, Gentleman.
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The Folkards of Norfolk

Horstead). I think the descent of the Sparham family
from Thomas is on the evidence afforded by the wills
of John ffolcard, of Crosthweyt, and his widow, who
bequeathed land at Horsted. He was probably son to
Ralph ffolcard of Eye, his Christian name being rare in
any other line, though continuing in this one.
Horstead and Crostwight (or Crostwick) are only eight
miles apart.
2. John ffolkard, of Crostwight, Norfolk, was,
presumably a son of Thomas, who may himself have
lived in Crostwight. John was father of the alderman,
who founded the family at Sparham (see will of the
latter), whereby legacies were left to relatives at
Crostwight. “John ffukot,” paid 4 pence poll tax in
Crosteweyt (Tunstead Hundred) in 1380. As this is
only two miles from North Walsham, probably the
Roger ffolquer and Agnes ffolque who paid subsidies
of 12 pence and 13 pence respectively in the latter
town in 1332 were of the same family. Many
particulars of John’s children are preserved, though
only one daughter is traceable, in the will of the
alderman of 1463, the legacy therein to “my nephew
John Martyn” indicating a sister’s marriage.
3. Ralph ffolkard, of Crostwight, named as Ralph
ffukot, the son of John on the same roll, also paid
4 pence poll tax. A John ffake and his wife who paid
6 pence each in the same place were probably
connected. The following legatees of the alderman
were almost certainly Ralph’s daughters. Johan
ffolkarde of Crostwight, Alice Geyste her sister, and
Margaret Wynce, another sister. Alice Geyste, in the
alderman’s will, is described as “nepos mea” (“my
niece”), indicating the two were daughters of Ralph’s
brother.
4. John ffolkard of “Crostwick next Norwich” —
given to distinguish from a Crostwick eleven miles
distant — is assumed, son of Ralph. His and his
wife’s wills furnish all the information available of this
family. It refers to his daughter Margaret in such terms
as leave it doubtful if she was, at the date of it, 1512
married to Edward Empson. The widow’s will
(indexed Alice ffoulkard de Crostweight) of only two

Arthur Crouch Folkard (1890) writes:
Information on the settlement at Sparham noticed at
length in Blomfield’s History of Norfolk certainly largely
derived from two curious old MS pedigrees of Lord
Chief Justice Coke in the British Museum. The
originals, it is believed, made by Paston, second Earl of
Yarmouth were purchased at his death by Le Neve, the
celebrated antiquary and herald, and bequeathed by
him to his son-in-law, Blomfield, the county historian.
The Folkards of Sparham derived from those of
Suffolk; they bore their arms, though Blomfield thinks
they adopted a silver instead of gold tincture for the
three covered cups. The quarterings of the Coke family
invariably follow the Suffolk tincturing, so Ralph
Folcard, of Horham and Eye, in Suffolk was probably
the immediate progenitor of Thomas of Horstead.
Although John ffolkard, the Alderman of Norwich,
seems to have founded the Sparham settlement, there
is an indication of an earlier family connection there,
albeit transient.
As early as 1351 John ffoucher was rector of
Sparham, leaving it for the rectory of Kirkelyham,
Norfolk, in 1355. He was presented to Sparham by
William de Clynton, Earl of Huntingdon and in 1378
was inducted, as John ffouke (pronounced ffouker) to
the rectory of Newton, Norfolk, where he seems to
have died in 1390, his successor having been inducted
in that year. As a priest, however, he could not have
founded the family line at Sparham, this having been
certainly originated by John, Alderman of Norwich.
The line is of special interest, as, through its
intermarriage with the Cokes, the connection came
about with the Earls of Leicester, who have long held
the manors of Sparham and Folkard obtained by that
intermarriage.
1. Thomas ffolkard, of Horsted, Norfolk. Only a single
reference has been found. In 1332 as “Thomas fil
ffuch” (the h bearing the mark of abbreviation for
“ard”) he paid a subsidy of 18 pence in Horstye (mod.
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years later, describes Edward as her “son-in-law,” his
wife having no mention in it. She probably both married and died in these two years. Her will bequeaths
land in Spixworth, which adjoins Crostweight.
Probably the Adam ffolkard who in 1332 paid a subsidy of 11 pence in “Spylesworth” originally owned
this, and may have been Adam ffachare, of Bucton.
Among the freemen of Norwich (Rye’s Calendar) was
a John ffolkard of 1485, a tailor, probably this John. A
John ffulke of the same trade, granted the freedom in
1525, may have been his son.

by the fact that John’s will below contains several
legacies (not in the printed abstract of it) left for
charitable purposes in “Crosthweytes”. Many records
relating to him have been preserved. The date of his
birth can be calculated from his obtaining the freedom
of Norwich. This was in 1408. Assuming that he
received the freedom at legal age, he would have been
born in 1387. The proof of his will having been made
in 1464, he must have died about the age of 77.
He married, (date unknown), Beatrix, daughter of
William de Sparham.
Davy notes (based on Blomfield’s entry):

Will
John ffolcard of Crosthweyt “by Norwich”, Norf,
10 November, 1512. To be buried in churchyard of
“Crostwyk aforeseid”. To High Altar there 6s 8d, and
20 shillings to paint the “porke” (ie porch) of the church. To
Margaret his daughter 7 acres of land in Horsted for ever
and 40 shillings in money. To Alys his wife all his other
lands and tenements in “Crostwike” and other towns
adjacent for ever. All other lands to be sold to make an estate
for his said wife, and all other goods and debts to her. She
and Edward Empson exors. The last to have 20 shillings for
his labour. Proved at Norwich by exors, 16 August, 1513.

Sparham Hall. William de Sparham had a son John, who
dying s.p., his two sisters were his coheirs: Beatrice married
to John de Folcard, and Maud to Edmund Coleman: this
John Folcard was an Alderman of Norwich in the 28 of Hen.
6 (1449) and purchased lands in Wichingham St. Mary: so
John his son was living at Sparham and lord in 7 E. 4 (1467),
and by Joan his wife (who after his death married Thos.
Papworth) was father of William Folcard, who by Joan his
wife (his widow in 34 H 8 (1542) ) left Thomas his son and
heir, who dying s.p., his estate came to his two sisters and
coheirs: Alice the wife of John Coke of Ryston, and Joan the
wife of Thomas Boley” (or “Bobey”).

Will
Alis ffolcarde of Crostwyk “next Norwich”, Norf, Widow.
To be buried in churchyard there “by John folcarde late my
husbond”. To High Altar there 3s 4d, and 13s 4d “to buy an
ornament for seid church”. To Edward Empson, her son-inlaw, her tenement called Caltis, “with all my fre londe and
copye londe lying in Crostwyk, Horsted, Stannyngale and
Spykworth for ever”. He residuary legatee and sole exor,
8 October, 1514. Proved at Norwich, 8 November, 15-4
(doubtless 1514).

Following this is a printed resumé in pedigree form,
which concludes :
The son of this last couple was Robert Coke, Son and Heir,
ancestor of the Earl of Leicester.

The family of de Sparham, of which Beatrix ffolcard
was a daughter, was one of ancient standing in
Norfolk. The arms borne by it were Az. a cross
between 12 billets, or. They are quartered with those of
Folkard and Coke on the shield upon the monument
of Lord Chief Justice Coke in Titleshall church. Further
evidence to the marriage is afforded by Palmer’s
Perlustration of Great Yarmouth:

5. Thomas ffolkard, Rector of Heigham, Norfolk, a
parish lying within Norwich. We know this priest to
have been a brother of the Alderman dealt with below
(6). The mention of Galfryd Smyth in both their wills,
and the legacy by Galfryd to the church at Sparham,
sufficiently prove this. In Thomas’ will of 1461, also, he
refers to “John ffolcard my brother.” Both were
therefore sons of John of Crostwight (No. 2).
Blomfield’s History of Norfolk refers to Thomas, and
states that a list of the rectors of Heigham who were
presented by the Abbot of Holme included “Tho.
ffolkard, who was buried in the chancel in 1461, and
gave a silver cup and cover to the Altar”, but this
statement, although in accord with the direction of the
will, is doubtful. It may be assumed, however, that he
was twice entombed for on fo. 89 of the same volume
there is record of the burial of Tho. ffolcard, Rector of
Heigham, among those made in the church of the
Austin Friars at Norwich in 1461. His will was proved
in that year, and indexed as “Tho. ffolcard de
Heigham.” He must have died between the date of it,
8 September, 1461 and that of its proof on the 29th.

John de Sparham married Beatrice, daughter and heir of
William de Yermouth, and their granddaughter, and
eventual coheir, married John de Folcard, who bore Sa. a
chevron between 3 covered cups arg.

In 1461 Beatrice ffolcard was associated in a deed
(below) with her husband, and we learn by the will of
the latter that she survived him, though no record is
known of her during her widowhood or of the date of
her death.
By this marriage it was that John became possessed
of the manor of Sparham, which has descended from
him to the present Earl of Leicester (1890).
Blomfield’s history informs us the Paston family
manor was Mauteby’s Hall in Sparham, Sparham Hall
(doubtless their residence) belonging to the Folcards.
Deeds subsequently quoted, confirm the last also
owned a manor called “Stukehall” and another known
as “Folkard’s”. No doubt the second manor was
formed by John ffolcard, but now, like that of Sparham
Hall, is owned by the Earl of Leicester. A fine of 1585
advances claim to land held of the manor of
“ffulchers” in Norfolk. The equivalence of use of this
name with ffolkard makes it almost certain that this
was the manor under reference. This is again named in
Davy’s Suffolk Pedigrees:

Will
Thomas ffolcard of Heigham, Norf. (Rector of that Parish).
To be buried in the chancel of that place. For the reparation
of the church 20s 8d, and to the Mendicant Friars of Norwich
4 pence. Other charitable legacies. To John ffolcard, his
brother 6s 8d, and one part of his best linen. To the Prior of
the cathedral church at Norwich and his community, for his
soul, 6s 8d. To Galfryd Smyth one part of his linen. A third
part to Margaret, wife of Thos. Barthelmy. To the church at
Sparham, Norf. 20 pence. To the High Altar at Norwich
12 pence. Several other legacies to churches in Norwich.
Robert Sharyngton, chaplain, and William Amyott, chaplain,
exors. Dated 8 September, 1461. Proved at Norwich ‘’the
penultimate’’ day of September, 1461.

Alice, da. & cohr. of Wm. ffolcard, Ld. of the Manor of
Sparham, son & hr. of . . . ffolcard, Ld. of the Manor of
ffolcard’s in Sparham, married John Coke.

A notice bill of a sale held on the 26 March, 1885,
contained reference to these manors:
The above two lots are Copyhold of the Manor of Sparham,
Stewkhall, Beestons and Folkard’s (fine certain).

6. John ffolkard, of Sparham, Norfolk Alderman of
Norwich, Thomas’ brother. The assumptions of
parentage of these brothers are further strengthened

My efforts (Arthur Crouch) to trace the ownership
by the family of this manor of Beestons have not been
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Heydon and Wyndham have against him.

fully successful, but a fine, (Rye’s Feet of Fines, Norf)
possibly refers to it:

Extract 3. James Gresham to Master White, 8 July,
1450:

14 Hen. 6 (1435) Thomas Styward of Beston next Norwich
and Alicia his wife, William Taverham and John ffolcard vs.
John Redell of Salhous and Cecilia his wife in Beston.

As touchyng the sute ageyns Osebern and ffoke . . . As
touchynge the fyn [fine] in the King’s Bench for Osebern and
ffoke, the fyne were cessed this terme.

Beston (Beeston St. Andrew), is close to Crostwicknext-Norwich, the almost certain birthplace of John
ffolcard.

Extract 4. James Gresham to John Paston, circa 1450:
Can get no money, for ffulchier hopes he is not so far in
arrear as you think.

A few additional remarks may be made as to the arms
borne by this branch of the family. As has been
written, it seems to have tinctured the cups argent
instead of or.

Extract 5. James Gresham to John Paston, June, 1451:
Item. I send you the scire facias for Osbern and ffoke versus
Heydon and Wyndham.

Ye first ffolcard, Lord of ye mannor of Sparham, bore arms
Sable a chevron or. intr. 3: covd. cuppes argt.

The Pastons later became connected with the
Folkard family through the marriage of Lord Chief
Justice Coke to Bridget Paston, a family of good
standing in Suffolk. Sir Robert Paston was created Earl
of Yarmouth by Charles II., a title which became
extinct by his son’s failure of male heirs.
Having dealt with the first settlement of John
ffolcard at Sparham, attention may be turned to
notices found respecting him. The earliest relate to his
receiving the freedom of the City of Norwich in 1408
as “John ffolcard. Spycer. 10 Hen. IV” (Rye’s Calendar).
The same authority contains notice of the son, “John
ffolkard, Grocer”, obtaining the freedom in 1467, adding he was apprenticed to “John ffolkard, Citizen and
Alderman” (date unknown). In 1453, when the freedom was bestowed on his son William, he is referred
to only as “John ffolkard, Spicer”, so he would
probably have been elected alderman after that date.
His purchase of land seems to have begun while
comparatively young, for in 1427 his name is on a list
of Knights’ fees for the county:

Blomfield, in his County History, indicates that the
chevron also was silver. Thus
Folcard bore, Sa, a chevron between 3 covered cups, arg.

A third diversity (D.P. Colke) is found on a great
shield above the tomb of Robert Coke of Holkham,
who died 16 January, 1678/9, in Titleshall Church. On
this the Folkard arms are emblazoned Sa. a chevron
arg. between 3 covered cups or. Other emblazonments
by the Coke family show full adherence to the
tinctures used by the Folkards of Suffolk, and notably
in the case of Clement Coke, whose monument is in
the Temple Church (1890).
It is interesting that the correspondence known as
“The Paston Letters” was contemporary with John
ffolcard’s residence at Sparham. Most of the letters
were written by Margaret Paston, who had been a
Mauteby of the manor of Mauteby’s Hall, in Sparham,
to her husband. Throughout these the name ffolcard
does not occur in its true spelling. The nearest
approach is one of 25 November, 1455:

John ffolcarde holds in Swenyngton a fourth part of a
Knights fee of Hago Hastyng, which the heirs of Geoffry
Cottces formerly held.

Furthermore, as for the matre that my sone wrote to me for
the boxe whereon wreten Falce Carte Sproute that I should
enquer of William Wurcestre wher it were, the seid William
was not at hom sen I had his letter.

In 1435 he was party to the fine respecting lands at
Beeston cited above. In 1447 he witnessed a singular
deed which is endorsed :

Possibly Mrs. Paston’s amanuensis wrote thus for
“Folcard, Sprowston”, it being within two miles from
Crostwick-next-Norwich. John ffolcard probably had
lands there, as in 1543 a Thomas ffolyart, a presumed
connection, paid a subsidy of 50 shillings on goods in
Sprowston valued at £15.
But though the name in its purity is absent from the
Paston Letters, we meet with it several times under the
corruptions of ffulchier and ffoke (pronounced ffoker)
in reference to residents of Sparham. It would be
beyond belief that three distinct families of these
equivalent names were simultaneously living in such a
small place, so it may be concluded the reference in
the following extracts referred to our John and a
probable brother, or cousin, Roger. “Jon of Sparham”
undoubtedly stood in that day for “John, lord of
Sparham,’’ and in a deed hereafter given, land of John
will be referred to as “John of Sparham’s Medowe”.
Extract I. Mrs. Paston to her husband, April, 1448:

Process to absolve Sir John Hawteyn, prest, from the Habit,
Rules, and Order of a Carmelite Friar, wh. his parents had
forced him to take upon him in the house of yt [that] Order
by London before he was 14 years old.
Sentence was pronounced for him in Heygham Church
[where Thomas ffolkard was rector] ye Last day of March,
1447, by John, abbat of Holm, the pope’s delegate.

After a lengthy interval without mention (apart from
the Paston Letters), in 1461 John and his wife executed
the deed quoted below, granting power of attorney
over the manors of Stukehall and Sparham. One of the
attornies was the Galfrid (Geoffry) Smyth named in
the wills both of himself and his brother Thomas. The
original Latin deed is in the British Museum and reads
(translated):
Be it known to all the world by these presents — We, John
ffolcarde, cititzen & alderman of Norwich and Beatrix my
wife, constitute, ordain, and in our stead have empowered,
our dearly beloved in Christ, Thomas Townsende and
Geoffry Smyth, our attornies conjoint and apart, at liberty for
us and in our name, for William ffolcarde and John Coke
fully and peacefully to be seised of and in our manors of
Stukehall and Sparham in Sparham, Bilhaghe, and
Baldeswell, in the county of Norfolk, with all lands,
tenements, rents and services, meadows fallows, pastures,
fields, courts, suits, with all other commodities and
appurtenances appertaining to the said manors, or by right
proved to be owing in the aforesaid towns. To add force,
form, and effect to which charter, henceforth completed,

I am aferd that Jon of Sparham is so schyttyl [i.e., skittle]
wyttvd, that he wyl sett hys gode [i.e., possessions] to
morgage to Heydon, or to sum other of yure gode frendys
[ironical!] but if yie [thee] will I can hold hym inne the better
ere ye [thee] kom hom.

The letter proceeds to say that John of Sparham had
been arrested for a debt of 10 marks, but had paid
“hys feys [fees] and goth [goeth] at large.”
Extract 2. Mrs. Paston to her husband, 28 February,
1449:
Roger ffoke of Sparham dare not leave his house for the suit
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ratified, and made agreeably, our said Attornies may do all
and whatsoever, either in their own or in our names they
may act in the premises. In testimony of which things we
have presently set our seals. Given at Sparham aforesaid the
ninth day of November in the first year of the reign of King
Edward the fourth after the conquest of England.
(Endorsement) Letter of Attorney made by John folkarde
to Thomas Townsende and Geoffry Smith. Edward the
fourth the first.

Norwich, according to Rye’s Calendar:
John ffolkard, Grocer, apprenticed to John ffolkard, Citizen
and Alderman, 7 Ed. IV.

In the British Museum there is a charter in Latin of
1465, granting land in Sparham to John:
Be it known in the present and future that we John Sond [or
Bond] of Blakeswel and Margaret my wife by our joint
consent given and conceded, by this my present charter we
confirm to John ffolkard of Sparham, Gentleman, his heirs
and assigns, two pieces of land and viiij. pightels in the held
of Sparham aforesaid, one of which pieces of land lies in the
field of Sparham called Southelonde between the land of the
aforesaid John ffolkard on the east and south parts, and
abuts upon the land also belonging to John ffolkard on the
north, and upon land of Sparham Hall in the hand of John
Paston towards the south, the other piece of land lies
between the land of John ffolkard and Johnathan [quare]
Emsen . . . John ffolkard . . . Casterys . . . on the south [quare]
and land of the said John ffolkard on the east part, and abuts
upon land of the said John ffolkard towards the south, and
upon certain pightles of his to the north, and which pightles
lie between . . . pasture lands of Sparham on the northern
part and the aforesaid pieces of land and land of the
aforesaid John ffolkard on the southern part, and abut upon
. . . and on land in the use of John ffolkard aforesaid on the
east, to have and to hold the said two pieces of land and
pightles with their appurtenances by the presaid John
ffolkard, his heirs and assigns, to hold as his feodary and
upon former custom. And we the aforesaid John Sond and
Margaret my wife and our heirs present the two pieces of
land and pightles with their appurtenances to the aforesaid
John ffolkard, his heirs and assigns, and their descendants as
lately warranted, and we constitute and appoint Thomas
Townesend and Richard Strecok our faithful and legitimate
attornies to break up and divide to secure for us on our
behalf to the aforesaid John ffolkard full and peaceful service
of the aforesaid two pieces of land and pightels with their
appurtenances as aforesaid, to have and to hold to the said
John ffolkard, his heirs and assigns according to the form
and effect of this my present charter, and that our aforesaid
attornies shall do all things that are permitted by these
presents. In testimony of this present charter I have set my
seal, these being witnesses. — Thomas Townesend, Robert
ffrany, John Martyn, John Wegge, and others. Given at
Sparham the 20th day of December in the fifth year of King
Edward the fourth after the Conquest.” (Translation)

Also in 1461, John is named in the will of his brother
the rector of Heigham, receiving a complimentary
legacy only. His own will, dated 1463, was proved
15 March, 1464 and is entered in the registry indexes
as that of “ffolkard, Johis, Ald. Norwici”. He was
buried in the church of St. Mary the Less in Norwich
in 1463, in accordance with the direction of his will.
Will
John ffolkard, “Citizen and Alderman of Norwich”,
20 September, 1463. To be buried in the parish church of St
Mary Parva in Norwich. To the High Altar of that church
40 shillings; to that of St Trinity, Norwich 3s 4d. Other
legacies to various churches in the same city for the souls of
himself and Beatrice his wife. Legacies to the Mendicant
Friars and Celibate Sisters of Norwich, and to the Celibrate
Monks at Carhowe. To Margerie his daughter, nun at
Carhowe, 40s. To Alice Supatus (?) three silver spoons and
3s 4d. To John Martyn, his nephew, 6s 8d. To Johan ffolkarde
of Crosthweyte 3s 4d. To Alice Geyste, her sister, 6s 8d, with
a mattrass and bolster, coverlets, platters, dishes, etc, and
three silver spoons. To Margaret Wynce, sister of aforesaid
Alice, 3s 4d. To Johan, daughter of John his son, 6s 8d. To
Galfryd Smyth, his servant, certain bedding, plates and
dishes, and 10 shillings in money. Further legacies to
churches in Norwich and Crosthweyte. To the churches of
Sparham, Attelbrigge, and Swenyngton, torches. Rest of
property to be realised by executors, who are Roger Best,
clerk, and John and William ffolkard, citizens of Norwich,
drapers, his sons. To Roger Best for his pains 20 shillings.
Witnesses to seal, Robert Ball, John Marshall, John Gooe
(?Goose), Jolpe Baly, William Cottyng and William Wellys.
By codicil of same date he leaves all his lands in
Attelbrigge, Norfolk, to Thos Eyle, citizen and alderman in
Norwich, in trust for charitable purposes for the souls of
himself and Beatrice his wife. Also his lands in Swenyngton
for like purposes. To his sons John and WIlliam certain lands
and messuages in the latter place. Further legacies to Alice
Geyste and others. Proved at Norwich, 15 March 1464.

John’s will is dated 1469, and was proved early in
that year. It names his wife Johne (Joan) who survived
him, (and who subsequently married Thomas
Papworth) but makes no reference to any children,
and, judging from the date of his having obtained the
freedom of Norwich, he was obviously comparatively
young when he died. That he had one child, a
daughter Johan, is evidenced by the will of her
grandfather, which includes a legacy to “Johan,
daughter of John my son,” she being named after her
mother. The entire absence of mention of this daughter
in her father’s will may be accepted as evidence of her
death before its date. For the same reason, his son
William must have been born posthumously. There is
an omission in the abstract printed of John’s will. By it
he leaves “my manor” to his wife.

John’s three children were:
7. Margery ffolkard his daughter, named in his will as
being a “nun at Carhowe” (i.e. Carrow, Norfolk). She
remained at the nunnery as late as 1492 for we learn
from the Nomina Commonialium, which, when
recording a visitation of the diocese of Norwich by the
bishop of that see in October, 1492, enters the name of
“Domina Margereta ffolkard” as an inmate of the
Carrow nunnery.
8. William ffolkard, of Norwich, a son of John and
Beatrix, and brother to Margery. We know little of
him, except he was named exor. to the will of his
father as a citizen of Norwich, and that he took up his
freedom there in 1453. Rye’s Calendar of the Freemen of
Norwich from 1317 to 1603 contains the entry:
William ffolkard, Draper, apprenticed to John ffolkard,
Spicer, 32nd Hen. VI.

Will
John ffolkard of Sparham, Norf, 11 April 1469. To be buried
in the church at Sparham, to the High Altar of which
20 pence. All his goods to Johne his wife. His exor, Will
Amyott, to pay all debts. Sealed at Sparham the day above
named. Proved at Norwich, 24 April, 1469.

In 1461 he and John Coke became jointly seised of
the manors of Sparham and Stukehall (anc “Stivekey
Hall”) by the deed quoted under the notice of his
father (No. 6).
9. John ffolkard, of Sparham, was son to John and
Beatrix, and brother to William and Margery. He was
an exor. to the will of his father and died in 1469,
probably young, as he was only elected a freeman of

10. William ffolkard, of Sparham, must have been
born in 1469, and this is confirmed by a deed hereafter
transcribed. There can be little doubt that he was a
posthumous son. There is no record of his death. He
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was assessed for subsidies at Sparham in the 14th and
15th Hen. VIII. (1522-23). As his widow ultimately
paid a subsidy at Sparham on a different roll of the
same years, it is certain that he must have died
between the assessment for and collection of those
subsidies. If he was born after his father’s death, he
would have been about 53 years old when he died.
The will of William Wutton (quoted hereafter) does
not refer to William as dead at the date of it, which
was certainly subsequent to 1516.
The parentage of the wife Joan is unknown. The
earliest mention of her is that above referred to, 152223. On a subsidy roll of that date there occurs the
entry:

Three seals are attached, the impression on one
apparently representing a nude woman kneeling on a
cushion before what looks like a cross. The other two
are simple star impressions from one seal.
As evidence how untrustworthy some of the
pedigrees compiled by Davy are, the one by him of the
Coke family shows the grandson of the daughter Alice
ffolcard of the above lease, who was at the date of it
unmarried, to have been born in 1513!
The next mention found of Joan is 1543 when, as
“Jone folker widowe” she was assessed for a subsidy
of 4 shillings for goods in Sparham, paying 4 shillings
on a second roll of the same year under the same
name. In 1545, “Johanne ffolcar Wid.” paid “for lond
12 shillings” in Sparham, she having been assessed for
that amount in the same year as “Johanne ffolcarde
widow.” Her name is absent from the next subsidy roll
preserved of 1551.
The will of 1555 is that of a Johan ffooke
(pronounced ffooker), of Sparham. This may be her
will, but the name of the child given in it differs from
those of the lease. Probably this Johan ffooke was the
widow of a Walter ffooke, who was assessed for a
subsidy of 12 pence for movable goods valued at
40 shillings in Sparham in 1522-3. These ffookes were
no doubt ffolcards of the same family.
Having dealt with all that is to be traced of William’s
wife, we proceed to such records as have been
preserved of the husband. The earliest mention is a
deed of 1490 relating to the manors of Sparham and
Stukeholt. Although considerably mutilated, it is
legible throughout. It appears to be a re-transfer of
these manors to William ffolcard, who must for some
reason unknown have previously made them over to
the Richard Kay who executed the deed:

Johane ffollkar, wedowe, in londe yerly £6.6s.

The tax assessment on her husband is among those
for Sparham in the same year.
Very shortly after this she and her two daughters
granted a lease of a farm, the original of which
unfortunately is much mutilated. One of the seals is on
a slip of parchment evidently cut from a will. This
bears the writing:
en I John Smerte of Norwich CCCCCXXI (1521) in my good
mynd — orwich forseid make my testament — Almighty
God Oure blissed lady sc . . .

This fixes the approximate date of the lease and
agrees with the evidence as to the husband’s death in
1522-23. The lease itself is written in English:
This indenture made betwyn Joone ffolcard of Sparham in
the Counte of Norff. widowe Alice ffolcard and Joone
ffolcard daughters of the seid Joone ffolcard widowe on the
oon parte and John Park of Sparham forseid husbondman on
the other parte Witnesseth that the seid Joone Alice and
Joone have dymysed graunted and lett to ferm to the seid
John Park certen londe lying in Sparham that is to sey a
Close called Walters with all the advannitages therto
belongyng too medowes lyinge in Brydeswell whereof oon
conteyneth three rods and the other conteyneth iiij Acres ij
Acrs and an half at langlonde / three half Acres at Newcros
/ an Akir by the comon wey goyng onto Baldeswell / an
Akir abuttynge upon the wey towarde Baldeswell / four
acres lying in the North feilde nere togedir / vi. acres of
slande lying at Stokys Wonge / three rods lyinge under
Jerbridge Dyke and an akir at Cowlonde in Sparham. To
have and to holde all the seid Closes medowes and londe to
the seid John Parke and his assignes from the fest of Seint
Michaell therchaungell next comyng aft the date herof onto
the ende and terme of ffyfty yere then next folowing and
fully complete yeldyng therfor yerly for the seid ferme
duryng all the seid terme to the seid Joone Alice and Joone
unto them ther heyrs executours or assigns xxiiiis iiiid of
lawfull englysh money at too termes of the yer by evyn
portions that is to sey the fest of All Seints xiis iid and at the
fest of the purificacon of oure blessed lady xiis iid and so
from fest to feste from terme to terme and from yer to yer
durynge the seid terme of ffyfty yere / And if it happe the
seid ferme to be byhynde by the space of a moneth next afte
eny of the seid fests in part or in all durynge the seid terme
then it shalbe lofull to the seid Joone Alice and Joone ther
heirs and ther assignes in to all the seid Closes medowes and
lands to reentre and thoo to reteigne to them ther heirs and
assignes as in ther first astate forever / And therof the seid
John Park and his assignes to expelle and put oute forever
this present grant and leez to ferme notwithstondyng.
Moreover the seid Joone Alice and Joone covenant and
graunte to discharge and find harmles the seid John Park
and his assignes of all rente goyng oute of seid londe ayenst
the Kynge and the chiefe lorde of the fee duryng the seid
terme In Witnesse whereof to these present Ind[dentures]
the parties aforeseid alternatly have sette ther sealls / gevyn
the xxvi day of March in the x . . . [destroyed] . . . Reigne . . .
[destroyed]

Be it known in the present and future that I, Richard Kay,
clerk, have demised and surrendered in free fee, and by this
my present charter confirmed to William ffolkard
gentleman, Thomas Curzon, Armiger, William Scarlett of
Hoo, Clement Wulvesly of Sparham, Robert Smyth of
Attlebridge, and Edward Bishop of Baldeswell, all those
manors of mine called Sparham and Stukehalt in Sparham
aforesaid, with all rents’, services of free tenants and born
serfs, wardships, marriage fines, reliefs, escheats, liberties,
fields, woods, underwoods, meadows, prepared land,
pastures, right of cutting turf [i.e., turbary], moors, marshes,
commons, roads, footpaths, hays, rights of chase, perquisites
of courts, native serfs and their belongings, with all other
commodities, liberties, profits and appurtenances
whatsoever, in the towns of Sparham aforesaid, Baldeswell,
Whitwell, and elsewhere in other towns adjacent. All of
which I formerly had by gift, grant and confirmation of the
aforesaid William ffolkard, son and heir of John ffolkard,
formerly of Sparham, gentleman, as held by a certain charter
of feoffment by him to me formerly fully completed. By
these presents to have and to hold all my aforesaid manors,
with all their appurtenances aforesaid as lying in the town
aforesaid and elsewhere in other towns adjacent as
aforesaid, to the pre-named William ffolkard, gentleman,
Thomas Curzon, Armiger, William Scarlett, Clement
Wulvesley, Robert Smyth, and Edward Bishop, their heirs
and assigns, of the chief lords of those fees to be had and be
held by the services due to them and by the right of customs
in perpetuity. In testimony of which things to this present
charter of mine I have appended my seal. These are the
witnesses — Nicolas Strecock, John Davy, William Fr[anie],
Roger Semer, and William Semer, with many others. Given
at Sparham aforesaid on the ninth day of the month of
August in the sixth year of the reign of King Henry the
seventh after the conquest of England” (1490). (Translation)

Presumably those associated with William are
trustees of the heirship.
In 1492 we find him party to the following further
deed, which is in Latin and in the British Museum
114

from thensfurth and be seasyd to the use of the / sayd
Thomas and of hys heyres Accordyng to such promyse as I
mad to Sir Robert Southwell Knyght / whose soule Jesus
pardon at such tyme When he gave me the seyd closes Wych
closes were / sold to him by William ffolkard ffadyr of the
seyd Thomas
for me (quare) W. Wutton.

Collections. The deed is very difficult to decipher, and
the translation is approximate only.
Be it known in the present and future that we, Nicholas
Stryecock of Sparham, Thomas Spryngwell of ffoxley, and
William Grosse of Sparham aforesaid, yield, demise and
enfeof by this present charter (as hereafter described?) to
John Davy of Sparham, Margaret his wife, William ffolkard,
Gentylman, and Clement Wallerby [quare Wulvesley] of the
same place, their heirs and assigns, one piece of land called
Dedings [quare] lying between the land of William ffolkard
on the west side, and land formerly of Thomas Townesyend
on the east side, and abutting on the land of Clement
Wollerby and Alice Derfus [quare] her assigns, which piece
of land in part among others in [holding of] Margaret
Maryott, formerly wife of John Maryott of Sparham now
dead, lately [holding] by charter and confirmation of John
ffrany of Sparham, who by a charter of his given at Sparham
the dominical day aforesaid before the feast of St. Alphege
. . . in the XXIst year of King Edward the fourth since the
Conquest sufficiently bound to have and to hold the
aforesaid one piece of land in the present part to John Davy,
Margaret his wife, William ffolkard, and Clement Wollerby,
their heirs and assigns, of the capital demised to their
feodary by oath roughly [quare informally] given and by
him later confirmed. In confirmation and testimony of these
presents we have set our seals, these being witnesses —
Thomas Veriant [quare Vincent], John Gross, Thomas
Martyn and Roger Sems [quare Semer] with many others.
Given at Sparham the XXVIIIth day of January in the
seventh year of the reign of King Henry the seventh after the
Conquest.

Below the signature is some writing nearly faded
out and illegible, and the will is endorsed “facta . . .
voluntas Willi Wotton”.
It is apparent from this and another charter annexed
to this will that the father of Thomas, William, had
parted with a portion at least of the manor of Stukehall
to Sir Robert Southwell, who in his turn gave this
portion to William Wutton conditional on a promise
that it should revert to Thomas on his attaining full
age, provided he paid a sum of twenty pounds. The
date of his father’s sale of the property is not traceable.
It may be concluded that both father and son were
living at the date of this deed (1516).
The date of Thomas’s death is unknown, but must
have occurred before the execution of the lease. The
date of this is so far decipherable as to assure us it was
granted during the second decade of the reign of
Henry VIII. The father died in 1522 — i.e., the
fourteenth year of Henry’s reign, and Blomfield has
told us his son survived him. It follows that Thomas
must have died between 1522–28. With him,
doubtless, the residence at Sparham of any male
bearing the name ceased, the registers of Sparham,
which commence in 1575, containing no entry of it as
far as 1692. Neither does the Hearth Tax roll of 1672
include the name, nor any form of it.
12. Joan ffolkard was Thomas’ sister and daughter of
William (No. 10) and Joan ffolkard. Having borne her
mother’s name, probably she was the elder of the two
sisters succeeding to their brother’s estate. She was a
party to the lease above transcribed. She married a
Thomas Boly (Boby) whose signature appears as
witness to a bond of 1547 entered into by his brotherin-law, John Coke. He and his brother Richard Boby
were co-lessors with the same John Coke of certain
land in 1546. From these we learn that both the
brothers Boby were residents of Sparham.
In 1543 as “Thos. Bobye”, he paid a subsidy of 6s 8d
in Sparham. His family was an ancient one in Suffolk,
the earliest note referring to a Hugo de Boby living in
that county in 1199. The name is evidently of Flemish
origin, for among the arms given in an armorial of
Flanders of about 1592 are those of “Die Grave Van
Bobye.”
Nothing additional is known either of Thomas Boby
or his wife. We learn, however, from Blomfield’s
record that Joan succeeded as coheiress with her sister
Alice to the estates of her brother Thomas ffolkard on
his death without issue.
13. Alice ffolkard was Joan’s sister (apparently the
younger). Her parentage and marriage to John Coke
(of Crostwicke descent) of Ryston are well established.
She was one of the lessors in the lease before quoted.
Sir John Blois gives this marriage in his genealogy of
Coke, spelling the name “ffulcard.” Carthew’s History
of the Hundred of Launditch states: “Robert Coke
inherited the Sparham estate from his grandfather,
John Coke and Alice his wife, daughter of William
Folcard of that place”. These evidences coincided with
the dates and other conditions of the deeds hereinafter
quoted, and with the Coke pedigree of 1615, outweigh
the assignment on the facsimile armorial pedigree of
Alice as the wife of Thomas Coke, son to this John.
Among the subsidies the only reference found to her
husband is on a roll of
1545, in which his name
appears as paying 12s 21/2d for land in Sparham. Two
deeds executed by him have come to light. The first is
a lease (1546) of four acres described as “John of
Sparham’s medowe“, the equivalent for “John, Lord of

Three seals wholly defaced are attached. In 1496
“Wills. ffolkard, Generosus” witnessed a charter by
William Jervryse of Sparham and Edward Edryche of
lyng [Lynn] of land at “longdyk” in Sparham to John
Davy of Sparham, John Paston, “militis,” and John
Sneterton. Other witnesses are Clement Wollesvy,
Thomas Urystemas [quare Christmas], John Reyner
and Thomas Barton.
In 1522-23 William was assessed 8 shillings for land
in Bylaugh (adjoining Sparham) and 24 shillings for
land in Sparham itself. But he certainly died before the
payment became due in 1523, his widow, as stated,
paying part of the impost.
In Sparham Church there is a brass tablet to his
memory. The inscription reads:

(Translated) Pray for the soul of William ffollcard,
Gentleman, to whose soul may God be propitious. Amen.

No will of William has been found.
11. Thomas ffolkard, of Sparham, was son and heir to
William and Joan. Blomfield records the son outlived
his father, but died afterwards without issue, his estate
going to his two sisters, Joan and Alice, mentioned in
the lease above. The only other information respecting
him is obtained from the will (undated) of a William
Wutton, of North Tuddenham. The year 1516 is
named on a Latin deed referring to the manor of
Stukehall attached to it. The will itself, in English and
much mutilated, reads:
The last Wyll of me William Wutton of the 11 closes callyd
Stukehall closes . . . cred . . . that Estate / I wyll that Charter I
have mad of ffeoffment of 11 Closes callyd Stuke Hall closes
to the use of / me and myn heyrs that yf Thomas ffolkard
paye or (causes) to be payed Richard (Harvye?) (when of ?)
ffull Age or Wythin xii moneths after to myn executors or
Assignes twenty poundes of / lawfull money of Ynglond
that then all such persons as ar or shall be seasyd of the
premises / to the use of me and of myn heyrs shall stonde
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chaplain 12 pence. Many charitable legacies, and others to
religious guilds, including land called “Porkelyte”. To
Agnes, daughter of William her son, a best “zona” and one
pair of sheets. To Agnes her daughter 20 shillings. To Cecilie
her daughter 20 shillings. To Margaret, Thomas, Robert,
George and Alice Barker; Alice, Thomas junior, John, Henry
and Richard ffox, 3s 4d each. To Agnes, Edward’s daughter,
3s 4d. To Margaret Horne 6s 8d, and a bedstead colored
green, with blankets and sheets. To John Horne, Margaret
Mayer and Agnes Edwards, 3s 4d each. To John and
Nicholas Warne and William Allys, 12 pence each. To
Nicholas Horne and Cecilie his wife, 6 “papsides” (?) of
pewter and a candlestick. To Agnes ffoker 1 …… (illegible).
To Margaret Horne 1 long coffer. To Cecilie Horne, “my
daughter” 1 “Sprowse clyste”. Residue of goods to Thomas
ffox and Robert Beaker (?Barker), who are exors. Nicholas
Horne “to have 4s 4d. Proved at Baldeswell “last day of
March 1489” by Thomas and Robert the exors.

the manor of Sparham.”
The second deed (1547) evidently refers to an
agreement to sell a moiety of the manor of Sparham
Hall which had come into John Coke’s possession by
his marriage with Alice ffolkard. The bond itself is in
Latin, the endorsement upon it being in English.
With these deeds, all knowledge of the Folkards at
Sparham comes to an end. Two facts above recited cast
great doubt on the correctness of the known pedigrees
of Coke. All of these show the Lord Chief Justice, Sir
Edward Coke, as the great grandson of Alice Folkard.
But this seems impossible. The lease executed by her
we know, as stated above, to have been done as a
single woman within the second decade of Henry
VIII’s reign. The single x of the date is plainly
distinguishable on this lease. Again, the date of 1521 is
on one of the parchment tabs to which the seals are
affixed. It is impossible, therefore, to assign an earlier
date for this lease than 1522, but as Alice’s father was
subsidised and appears to have died in that year a
more likely date would be 1524. Her eldest son could
not, therefore, have been born before 1525. His son
could not possibly have been born — making all
allowance for the youthful marriages of those days —
before 1543, and this would make Sir Edward Coke’s
birth in 1551 out of the question. At least one
generation must have been erroneously introduced
into all the old pedigrees. Evidences as to the dates of
the births in this family seem to have been very weak,
and I believe I am right in conjecturing the Robert
Coke of Sparham was identical with the Robert Coke
of Mileham, and that he was twice married. This
would make the Chief Justice to have been the
grandson, and not the great grandson, of Alice
Folkard. The want of accurate knowledge of the
intervening generations by the compilers of the
pedigrees is evidenced by the incorrect assignment
upon the armorial pedigree of Thomas Coke as the
husband of Alice.
The history of the Cokes after the Chief Justice is
well known, as are also the details of the career of that
eminent lawyer. It was his great-great-great grandson
who was created Earl of Leicester in 1744, this first
Earl having been born in 1696. His only son died
before him without heirs, and the title then died out. It
was revived in 1837 in the person of Thomas William
Coke, of Holkham, Norfolk, who was grandson to a
sister of the Earl of first creation. The manors of
Folkard, Sparham, and Stukehall, are still the property
of the Earls of Leicester (1890).

[3]
Will
Philip ffolpe (ffolper, ffolpard, ffolkard) of Comeston, Norf,
23 July, 1503. To the High Altar of Comeston “a cowe
bullock of three yeres”. To Margery his wife “two kyne of
the best”. To Petyr and John his sons a cow each. His sheep
evenly between his wife and two sons. Some sheep to
William his son. To his wife, residue of all property and “a
chamber to dwell in in my place”. Also some land for life. A
tenement called Durrante to his son Petyr. Residue of land to
his wife and son Petyr to pay his debts — His wife and
Thomas Nobes (?Nokes) of Castoris exors. Proved at Castoris,
19 October, 1503.
[4]
Will
John ffolcher (ffolcherd) of Reydon, near Diss, Norf, 24 May,
1535. To be buried at Reydon, Several legacies to churches.
To Jone his wife, tenement and lands in Reydon for life, and
at her decease to Reynold his son and Alis his daughter
equally. To Nycholas his son 5 marks, 2 milch kyne and
some land. His wife sole extx. Proved at Norwich, 26 July
1535.
[5]
Will
Johan ffoke (ffooker, ffolker) of Sparham, Norf. Widow.
23 August, 1555. “Healthy of body.” To be buried in the
Holy Sanctuary of Sparham. To the poor there 12 pence. To
Elizeabeth Chandler her daughter “all that my mere edifice
with seven and one half acres custumary land and 1 acre of
bond land in Sparham for life“. She to keep house in repair,
and it to go at her death to Thomas Davenye, son of the said
Elizeabeth. He also to have “my cottage in the garden” in
Sparham, paying to Robert and Alys Davenye and John
Chaundler, children of Elizeabeth Chaundler “my daughter
aforeseid”, 7 marks. Some other legacies to these children,
and residue to Thomas Davenye, who is exor. Robert Ryner
of Sparham, Supervisor, with 3s 4d for his trouble. Proved at
Bawdeswell, 11 May 1558.

Miscellaneous Wills
Norfolk was an area largely unchartered in 1890 when
Arthur Crouch published his history and remains so
today. The following wills were all collected and
published by him, and are reprinted without
comment. As happened a hundred years ago, Norfolk
as a county is touched upon at various points
throughout the volume; hopefully, in the next
hundred years it will be researched thoroughly.

[6]

[1]
Will
John ffoke (ffoker), Rector of Frammingham Pigott, Norfolk,
1416. To be buried in chancel of the church of that place. To
repair of chancel 40 pence, and for repair of church 40 pence.
To leper hospital at Norwich 6 pence. Exors. Andrew Syre,
Sibill his mother, and Richard his brother. Proved at
Norwich 1 July, 1416.

Will
Robert ffolser (ffowker & ffowlcer) of Fretton, Norf.,
20 October, 1558. To Emma his wife £40. To Margaret his
daughter £20. A legacy to the children of Anne Whytham. To
his grandchild Henry Sporle £5 at 20, he being the son of
testator’s daughter Margaret. To John ffolser the elder of
Yarmouth, and to his son of 13 years, John ffolser junior, “to
go to schule”, to each of them 33s 4d. Residue to wife. She
and Nicholas Stanton exors. Legacies to poor. Henry Sporle
witness. Proved 11 June, 1561 by the exors.

[2]
Will
Margaret ffoker (ffolkard) formerly wife of Roger ffoker, of
ffolsham, Norf, 16 March, 1484. To be buired at ffolsham. To
the High Altar of the church there 20 pence, and to its

[7]
Will
Henry ffoker (ffolkard) the elder of Newton-Flotman,
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Norfolk, husbandman. 22 April 1614. “Being sick”. To be
buried in churchyard of Newton-Flotman. To Dorothie his
wife all his tenements, houses, and lands in that place for
life. The reversion of the same to John his eldest son “on
condicion he payes unto my children such legacies as
follows”. To his son Henry £5 after wife’s death. To Agnes,
Frances, Johan, Lydia, and Dorothie, his daughters,
40 shillings apiece. His wife sole extx. She to bring up his
children and made residuary legatee for that purpose —
Proved at Norwich, 23 April 1614 by executrix.

for probate of Wills and Granting administrations lawfully
authorized, Letters of Administration were granted unto
Anne ffawkard, the Relict and universall Legatorie named in
the last Will and testament by word of mouth of Rowland
ffawkard late of the Parishe of Paule, Covent Garden, in the
County of Middlesex, deceased, to administer the goods,
chattels, and debts of the said deceased acording to the
Tenor and effect of the said Will, there being no executor in
the said Will named, she, the said Anne ffawkard, being first
sworne well and truly to administer ye same.”

[8]

[12]

Will
John ffoker of Fakenham, Norf. To Samuel Browne and John
……… 22 stone of wool for the education and bringing up of
William his son until 14 years old, and then the remainder to
be for his use and benefit. To Andrew his son a tenement
called Blackbornes in Holt till 15 years old, and 2 loads of
hay for his education. Another tenement and residue of
propety to be divided among his children, Margaret,
Katherine, Mary, Christopher, Andrew, William, and
N(?icholas) (destroyed in orig). To John his son all his “shoppe
tooles”. John Goods and Walter Cowell exors. — Date
destroyed — Proved at Norwich, 6 April, 1620.

Will
Andrew ffoaker (ffoker, Phoker) of Glamford, Norf.
1 November, 1665. (See father’s will No 8) To his son John his
houses, lands etc, for ever. He to permit testator’s wife
Elizeabeth to enjoy part of the house in Glamford in which
testator dwelt, as also a cow and a bullock. The said John
further to pay to his mother quarterly during her life 25s,
and she to have use of all household stuff, it going at her
death to testator’s two daughters, Elizeabeth and Mary. To
his son, Caster ffoaker, £30 when 24, and in the event of his
death before that age, that sum to two daughters aforesaid.
To his daughter Elizeabeth 6s per quarter after death of his
wife. To his daughter Mary £10 when 21. If she die, the
money to go to his son Castor. Appoints Robert Lowde,
Rector of Eley, “my brother Christopher ffoaker”, and
William Reynolds of Glamford, exors. Testator’s mark.
Proved at Walsingham, 21 November, 1667.

[9]
Will
Thomas ffolker (indexed ffolkard) the elder, of Horning, Norf.
Husbandman: 12 November, 6th Charles I (1630). To
Katherine ffolker, widow, his daughter-in-law, all his goods
and chattels and money, but Elizeabeth his wife to have the
use of them for her “naturel lyfe, soe that she make noe
waste of them”. The aforesaid Katherine ffolker to be extx.
The marke of “Thomas ffolker ye elder”.

[13]
Will
John ffalker of Hornyng, Norf, Husbandman: 20 January,
1676. He being sick. To his wife Bridget two cows, one red
the other brown, and his bedstead, feather bed, boulsters
and pillows, coverletts etc. Other furniture, cattle, and farm
produce to go to satisfy a bond given to Thomas Wilson, late
of Hoveton St John, Norf, upon testator’s marriage, for £10.
To John Pidgeon his grandchild, son of Bridgett Pidgeon his
daughter, £5 when 21. If he die, the £5 to James Jurden his
grandchild, son of Ann Jurden his daughter. To the three
children of Richard Reade and Susan his wife 20 shillings. To
the poor of Horning 10 shillings. A sermon to be preached at
his funeral by Mr John Sheringham, minister of Horning. To
James Jurden aforesaid 20 shillings. Residue to exors, who
are William Pidgeon and Anthoney Jurden, “my sons-inlaw”. Fifty shillings to be spent on his funeral and burial.
Signed John ffalker. Proved at Sutton by William Pidgeon,
10 January 1680.

[10]
Will
Mary ffoker (original will endorsed Marie ffokard) of
Kessynglond, Suffolk, Widow: 20 October, 1640. “Unto Mary
my daughter £10, whereof five poud was owing her from
her father. Unto Margery my daughter the sum of five
pound which my brother Thomas owned over me, which I
will shall remayne in his hands for the good of her and her
children, and that her husband may never getten it. All the
rest of Klinghorn (?) my grandchyld, whom I make my sole
executrix. To Thomas Passley (?Paslew) my brother’s son,
20 shillings. To Thomas Cripps, my syster’s son,
20 shillings”. Signed ffoker, her mark. Witnessed by John
Capps and Margaret Coan, her mark. Proved at Beccles,
3 January, 1640 (old style), and at Ipswich 23 January, 1640.

[14]

[11]

Will
Christopher ffoaker (indexed Phoker) of Brinton, Norf. Taylor,
13 January, 1678 (see father’s will No 12). “Weak and sick in
body.” To Roger ffoker his son all testator’s land and estate
in Brinton, Thorney, and Brinningham, “on condition that
Roger Phoker my son shall pay my wife Sarah Phoker and
Elizeabeth my daughter together 30 shillings per quarter for
life of Sara my wife”, and 52 shillings a year at his wife’s
death to said daughter Elizeabeth Phoker for life. Testator’s
wife to dwell in his house and have the orchard. To
Clemence Multon his daughter £6, and to Sara Balls his
daughter £20 at death of wife. Roger Phoker his son sole
executor. Mark of C. ffhoker. John foker a witness. No record
of proof, but probably in 1681.

Will
Rowland ffawkard. “Memorandum — That on the eleaventh
Day of March in the yeare of our Lord God One thousand
six hundred and fifty-three, Rowland ffawkard, of the Parish
of Saint Paule in Covent Garden in the County of Middlesex,
being sick and weake in bodye but of very good and perfect
memorie, did make and declare his last Will and Testament
nuncupative, or by word of mouth, as followeth or to the
like effect. That is to say he being desieis to make his will
and to dispose of his estate, he answeres that his Wife Anne
ffawkard had bin a very honest and carefull woman, and
therefore he did and would give all his estate unto her and
would give nothing from her, only he desires his said Wife
to be carefull to bring upp his children in the feare of God,
and if the Lord should blesse her with anything, that she
would dispose thereof unto them as they should deserve.
And the words therein by him spoken he declared with an
intent that they should stand for and bee his last Will and
Testament in the prescence and hearing of credible
witnesses. Mary Harper her marke, Dorothy Appellgerth”.

[15]
Will
Roger Phoker (ffokard ffoaker, see wills Nos 10 and 14) of
Brinton, Norf, Worsted Weaver: 30 July 1706. To William his
son all his houses, lands etc, in Brinton "which were my
fathers", and others in Briningham, he paying to testator's
son Robert £3 yearly during the life of "my wife Catherine".
To his daughter Sarah £30 and other houses and lands in
Brinton. All household goods to wife. His son William

“The Twelveth day of Aprill in the year of our Lord God
one thousand six hundred fifty and foure, before the Judge

117

aforesaid to be residuary legatee and exor. Signed by
testator, and proved at Gunthorpe 2 April 1707 by the exor.

THE PARISH REGISTERS OF DISS 1551-1837
Norfolk and Norwich Genealogical Society 1987

[16]

Folcar, Folker, Foker: 6,30,41,78,79,80,82,126,140,162
Folkard, Folcard, Fookard: 7,22,25,39,(2), 42,43,424,430,459.

Will
Catherine Phoker (ffokard ffoaker, see husbands will No 15),
of Holkham, Norf., widow: 26 March 1721. To her daughter
Sarah, "now wife of Thomas Magnes", lands and tenements
in Great Snoring and Thurfford, Norf, for ever. To her son
Robert Phoker of Brinton, Norf, 3 acres of land in
Brinnington, Norf, he to pay to her son William Phoker £10.
Sarah Magnes extx. Signed by testatrix. No record of proof,
which must have been made in 1721.

pp
6 Robt Hendry and agnes y daught r of Tho Folcar of
Brome xxvj septe
30 Robt Hendry and agnes y daughtr of Tho Folcar of
Brome xxvj septe
41 Margret y daughter of Tho Folker y xxx
78 Willm Foker and Anne Fulcher xvj daye – mar Feb 1617
79 John the sonne of Wm Foker bap the xviijth daie, Feb
1618
80 Elizabeth the daughter of William Foker the 2th daye,
Julie 1620
82 Anne the daughter of William Foker y same daye,
March 1621
126 Upon the XXth day of November: 1656 I received a
request in wrighting for the publishing of a consent of
marriage bet Robt Gill of Burston in the County of Norff
singleman, and Sarah Foker of the same towne
singlewoman, to be published in the market of Disse,
wch was published there upon the xxjth and the xxviijth
days of the same month, and upon the v th day of
December, being market days according to Act of
Parliament: By mee Edward Wiseman Upon the 12th day
of Dec: 1656 the above named Robt Gill and Sarah Foker
were joyned together in Marriage att Disse in Norff in
the p(er)sence of Francis Alpe gent, Andr Burlingham
and others before me. Tho Sheriff(es).
140 Robert Locke and Elizabeth Fooker the 7th Day Feb 1666;
marr
162 Thomas Vorgo and Mary Folkor Dec the eight 1685;
marr
7 Thomas Fookard and Joane Estolle were marryed the
xxiiijth de July 1568
22 Thomas the sonne of Thomas Folkard, bapt 1566
25 Robt Hendry and Anne Folkard the 26 of September
1557, marr
39 Tho Fokard and Joane Estone y xxiiij 1568, marr
39 Tho y sonne of Tho Folkard Nov 1569, bapt
42 Eliz y daughter of Tho Folkard, Nov 1573, bapt
43 Wn y sonne of Tho Folkard y xxiiii, July 1575, bapt
424 Robert Beercroft, Wymondham (signs Beercroft) and
Anne Fokard x Banns (Beercroft 20, 27, Sept 4 Oct) 13
Oct 1767 Wits: John Syder, Dodo Dudley Hill
430 George Smith and Elizabeth Folkard, Gissing: 28 Aug,
4, 11 Sept: Banns 1768
459 Jonathan Leathers, X and Elizabeth Fookard, X, Banns,
13, 20 Oct, 27 Oct 1833.

[17]
Will
Thomas ffolkard of Starston, Norf, Yeoman: 30 April 1721.
"Sicke in bodye". To Anne his wife houses, lands and
tenements in Starston. Also to her all household stuff. She
sole extx. Mark and seal of testator. Proved 23 May 1721.
[18]
Will
Thomas Ffaulke (ffaulker) of Happisburgh, Norf,
Gentleman: 29 October 1729. To his wife Mary all his houses
and lands in Happisburgh for life, and at her decease to his
son James, who is to pay to testator's son Thomas £100. The
aforesaid James also to pay to Ann, Mary, Martha, and
Elizabeth ffaulker, "my daughters", £20 each. "My estate in
Tost Monks, Gillingham, and Haddihee [?Haddiscoe, Norf] to
be sold, and money equally divided between my children at
21 years or at marriage of daughters". Residue to wife, who
is to pay "any debts remaining of my Late father Thomas
ffaulke". She sole extx. "she consulting my brother-in-law
John Wenn of Southrepps". Signed by testator. No proof
recorded.
[19]
Will
Robert Phoker (ffoker, ffokard), of Brinton, Norfolk: 17 April
1744. To Mary, his wife, all his houses, lands and tenements
in Brinton, Brisingham, and ffoulsham, Norfolk, and she sole
extx and general legatee. — Mark R of testator — Proved 14
January 1745.
[20]
Will
James Phoker (ffoker, ffokard) of Salthouse, Norfolk,
Yeoman: 9 April 1746. “Being sicke”. His houses and lands
in Salthouse to his wife Frances for life, and at her death to
his son James Phoker. Wife to maintain Martha Phoker,
testator’s daughter by a first wife. His son James to pay to
testator’s daughters Martha and Mary 30 shillings each at
the death of wife. The latter exor and residuary legatee —
Mark of testator — No probate. Registered 1747.

AN INDEX TO NORWICH CITY OFFICERS 1453-1835
Norfolk Genealogy, Vol 21 1989 Edited by Timothy Hawes
Folkard, John, Alderman SC (1440)- 1464
Folcard, John, Tailor, Sergeant-at-Mace, 1486
Folkard, William, Constable, SP* 1458; Councillor M(SP)
1460-65

[21]
Will
Mary Phoker (ffoker, ffokard) of Brinton, Norfolk, Widow:
3 August 1753. “Being weake in body”. To her kinsman,
John Parker, all her “greasing” (?grazing) ground in
ffoulsham. He to pay £8 to his sister Mary Leverington, and
£100 to the children of the latter. All houses and lands in
Brinton to Thomas Rix, of Binham, Gent., and Ann his wife.
James Parker, her kinsman, named, and many legacies of
linen, silver, furniture, and clothing to persons before
named. To be buried near her late husband. Thomas Rix
exor — Signed by testatrix — Proved 8 July 1755.

South Conisford Alderman (SC)
1440 John Folkard
*SP = Parish of St Peter Mancroft
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goods for life. At her death to be equally divided among his
four daughters, xpian, Grace, Agnes, and Marye, then
Thomas Wright, his brother-in-law, to be guardian of the
said goods, and to see his children “honestlye and
accordyng to their brought uppe". To his wife his tenement
in Cransford, “with all londs, medowes, pasture and fedinge
belonging to the same,” for life. At her death his eldest son
William to have them, on condition that he pays Eramus his
brother £10. Both sons then under age, and guardian if wife
be dead. Residue to exors, who are wife and Thomas Wright.
Lawrence Rede of Laxfield, "my brother-in-law”, supervisor.
He to have 20 pence for his pains besides costs. Witnesses:
Anthony Williamson, clerk, Vicar of Bramfieldohn Amerell
of Bramfield. Proved at Blythburgh, 2 June 1559, by
Katherine, the relict.

The Families of Dennington,
Brundish and Tannington
This section proved one of the most difficult family
lines to deal with. Its members have occupied humble
positions, and mention of any of them, except in
parish registers, has rarely been found. They seldom
appear in law suits connected with property, and few
left any wills behind them. Nor have their graves been
marked by any memorials or inscriptions. Indeed
evidence for the construction of this section has been
almost entirely confined to registers. In many of the
more ancient of these very little detail is afforded, and
a good deal is only guesswork.
In the case of the Dennington register, extracts were
made, not from the document itself, but from a useful
index prepared of it, in the custody of the rector of the
parish. Had I worked from the original, it is conceivable additional and perhaps quaint detail might have
been secured. Entries in Brundish register are taken
from a published copy of it.
ACF 1890

3. Erasmus ffolkard, of Dennington, was a legatee
under his father’s will. Beyond the entries quoted
below from Dennington register, which give his wife’s
name as Rachell, we have no information respecting
any of this family.
Margaret ffolkard, daur of Erasmus, baptized 5th October,
1574/5.

1 Thomas ffolkard, of Cransford. I can discover no
more probable descent for the line under notice than
from this man, Cransford lying contiguous to the
several places in which its members dwelt. The
William ffolkard, of Bramfield, dealt with below,
appears to have had a connection with Cransford, and
there is great likelihood, therefore, of a relationship
between the settlements at the two places, which are
only separated by about six miles. But a single
mention has been found of Thomas, of whose
parentage no evidence has been met with. In 1523 he
paid, as Thomas ffolkerd, 3s 4d subsidy on goods
valued at £40 in Cransford.
2. William ffolkard, of Bramfield, presumably a son to
the above. Bramfield Register contains two entries
naming the baptism of his children:

Alice ffolkard, daur of Erasmus and Rachell, bapt. 15 Sept.
1577.

1554. November 5. Robert ffolkerd and Marie ffolkerd, sone
and dowghtr of Wm ffolkerd and Katheryn his wyf”
[baptised]

Erasmus ffolcard sepultus September 21, 1611.

Martha ffolkard, daur of Erasmus and . . . baptd 10 June,
1582.
Martha ffolkard, daur of Erasmus, buried 18 April 1583.
Margerye ffolkard, daur of Erasmas bapt November 22,
1584.
Margerye ffolkard, daur of Erasmas and Rachell, buried
December 4, 1585.
Joane ffolkard, daur of Erasmas and Rachell, buried July 14,
1587.
Katherine ffolkard, daur of Erasmas and Rachell, bapt.
1 October, 1587.
Rachell ffolcard, Widdow, buried 27 August, 1615.

The second entry reads :

4. John ffolkard, of Bramfield, must have been brother
to William ffolkard (No. 2). We know nothing of him
apart from his will of 1558, in which his name is spelt
as “ffolarge” and “ffolad.” His wife Alice survived
him, but has not been further noted. Thomas ffolarge,
also named in the will, was probably his brother. Of
the children only of John and Robert has anything
beyond that mention been found.

1556. May 2. Margaret ffolkerd, dowght of Wm. ffolkerd and
Christyn his wyff.

As Margaret is not named in her father’s will, she
probably died an infant. The remaining child was
Erasmus.
In the first entry, William’s wife’s name is given as
Katherine, and his will confirms this. In the second she
is named as Christyn, but this is manifestly an error in
the entry or of its transcriber. His will describes
Thomas Wright as his brother-in-law, and leaves him
guardian to his children, so it is more than likely that
his wife’s maiden name was Katherine Wright. She
survived him, proving his will in 1559, but nothing
further has been found respecting her.
In 1542 “Wyllm folkard” — of “Cranysford”
apparently — witnessed a deed. His will of 1558
mentions another brother- in-law, Lawrence Rede, of
Laxfield, who had probably married a sister of the
testator not otherwise noted. It also refers to several
children: William, Xpian, Grace, and Agnes of whom
we have no knowledge. Of Marye we have the Bramfield register entry, a presumed twin with her, Robert,
not mentioned in the will, being also named in it.

Will
John ffolarge (ffolad) the elder, of Bramfield, Suffolk.
11 February, 1558. To be buried in the churchyard of St
Andrews, Bramfield. For tithes forgotten 12 pence. To Alice
his wife his tenements in …… and Bramfield for the
bringing up of his children. At her death to John his son. To
Henry his son £5. To Bridget his daughter 40 shillings. To
Susan his daughter 40 shillings. Until these sums be paid his
son John not “to enter into my legacy”. Kine to sons and
daughters. Wife and son John exors. Witnesses Anthony
Wilkinson (?Williamson) of Bramfield, Thomas Cross (?),
John Moylland and Thomas ffolarge. Proved at Horham,
10 March, 1558.

5. John ffolkard, of Dennington, John’s son appears to
have settled there at the same time his cousin Erasmus
ffolkard (No. 3) did. The quote below states him as
56 years old, “or thereabouts” in 1605, so he was
therefore born about 1549. In 1578 he married at
Dennington:

Will
William ffolkerde (ffolcard) of Bramfelde, Suff.,
“husbondman". 12 January 1558. To be buried in
churchyardf St. Andrew's Bramfield. For tithes negligently
forgotten 12 pence. To Katheryn his wife his moveable

John ffolkard and Alice Bagot married November 12th, 1578.

Alice apparently had property in Dennington, and
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THE FOLKARD FAMILIES OF SUFFOLK

1. THOMAS = . . .
Cransford
L 1524

DAUGHTER = Laurence
L 1558
Rede

WILLIAM
L 1558
ROBERT
Bp 1554

MARGARET
Bp 1554
MARYE
Bp 1554

KATHERINE
Bp 1587
JOAN
bd 1587

2. WILLIAM = Katheryn
Bramfield (?)Wright
d 1559
L 1559

AGNES
GRACE
XPIAN
All L 1558

MARGERYE
1584-85
MARTHA
1582-83
All Dennington

17. WILLIAM = Mary
L 1717
....
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WILLIAM =
Bp 1717

3. ERASMUS = Rachell
d 1611
d 1615

MARGARET
Bp 1574
ALICE
Bp 1577

5. JOHN
= Alice
c1549-1629 Bagot
m 1578

HENRY
BRIDGET
SUSAN
All L 1558

ROBERT = . . .
L 1594

ALICE
Mary
= 7. ROBERT = Eliz
= Marie
Bp 1579
Booterman
Bryan
...
d 1663
Dennington m 1631
Brundish m1657

ROGER
L 1662

MARY =
William
Pantrye
L 1662

9. THOMAS
d 1757

JOHN
b 1573
Tannington

16. JOHN = Eliz
d 1624 Jessop
m 1607

SALLY =
Samuel
Aldis

ALFRED =
. . . Harvey
L 1884

1 Son
1 Daughter

10. JOHN
= Ruth
1661-1722 Hawes
Brundish
m 1688

= Awdrey

= Elizabeth
AUDREY Martha = 14. JOHN
1744-1833
L 1756 = Crane
d 1774
Dennington
Richard
Youngman

EDWARD
For continuation (partial)
See Herbert of Pinner
and Constance of Brook

ELIZABETH
= Sylvanus
Howard
m 1689

8. ROBERT = Sarah
Tannington L 1719
SH

SAMUEL = Maria
Elizabeth = WILLIAM = Eliza JOHN = . . . HENRY
Parham
1776-1846
Gray
Gray
1789-1875
1787-1849 Parham
JOHN = . . .
L 1884
JAMES = Matilda
Parham Smith
1816-47 1816-47

6. ROBERT = Agnes
Tannington L 1573
L 1555

THOMAS
L 1558

1890

GEORGE = . . .
Bp 1555
Tannington

EDMUND = . . .
L 1657

ALICE = William Beales

MARY =
Thomas
Cook
m1615

ELIZABETH
= Richard
Parker
m1629

JOTHAM
L 1596

ANNA =
Joseph
Moyse
m1609

ELIZABETH

Mary
....

JOHN
ELIZABETH
1776-83
1781= James
....
SARAH = . . . .
ANN
L 1756 Brook L 1756 =
Jonathan
Hall
All married by 1756

4. JOHN
= Alice
Bramfield SH
d 1558

THE FAMILIES OF
DENNINGTON, BRUNDISH
AND TANNINGTON

11. HENRY
= Deborah
1695-1763
Brundish

HENRY
d 1726
CATHERINE
d 1732

JAMES
Bp 1753

JOHN
= 1. Mary Ann
Bloomfield (NI)
= 2. Ellen
Ockenden
(Several Children)

ANNE
Bp 1762
JOHN
b 1759

DEBORAH
Bp 1734
RUTH
b 1737

HANNAH
ROBERT
Twins
b 1756

MARY = Thomas
m 1657 Piec

JOHN
d 1657

LYDIA =
Richard
Norton
Bp 1723

JAMES
b 1697
RUTH
b 1699

15. HENRY
= Mary
SAMUEL
Bp 1727
Bicker
Bp 1739
Dennington
CATHERINE
Bp 1723

MARY
1751-63
HENRY
b 1749

HENRY = Sarah Pendle
For continuation (partial)
See Herbert of Pinner
and Constance of Brook

ANN =
Robert
Burgess
m 1771

ROBERT = Mary
WILLIAM Bp 1757

12. ROBERT = Elizabeth
1721-1805 Edwards
Brundish
m 1747

13. WILLIAM = . . . SARAH = ROBERT
Anthony Bp 1760
1756-1821
Flick
ELIZABETH
Bp 1749

JOSEPH

DEBORAH
Bp 1730
MARY
b1746 =
Thorndike
Jordan m 1772

EDWARDS EDWARDS
1762-65
Bp 1766 =
JOHN
Elizabeth
d 1783 inf

WILLIAM = Sarah Barker
1778-1821 1780-1843

WILLIAM
BARKER

SAMUEL = Mary

JAMES

she is referred to in the suit cited below. Only one
child is named in Dennington register:

Answer of the brother, Robert ffolkarde, was filed 2 Feb.
1594, but it is scarely legible.

Alice ffolkard, dar of John and Alice, baptized 27 April, 1579.

In 1596 John was assessed 4 shillings for land in
Dennington valued at 20 shilllings which he paid in
the same year on a subsequent roll and in 1605, he
replied to interrogatories taken respecting proceedings
brought by Roger Godbold, of Dennington, regarding
land there bequeathed for charitable purposes by
Thomas Rous:

Alice died in 1606, the same register reading:
. . . ffolcarde, the wyff of John, buried 19 Septr. 1606.

The earliest date noted of John is 1580, paying a
subsidy of 16 pence for land in Dennington valued at
20 shillings. In 1591 he paid a similar amount on the
same land and in 1593 was defendant to Chancery
proceedings brought by the defendants to a second
suit quoted:

John ffolkard, of Dennington, of the age of 56 years or
thereabouts, sworn, says as followeth: ’that he knoweth ye
— — — with defendant and ye lande in questyon. To the
Interrogatory he saith that ye said Spurling and his assigns
hath ploweed such of ye said Town lande as he have heard
say, but upon his owne knowledge he knoweth that he,’ &c.
&. The remainder is of no interest.

On 24 May 1593, William Norton, of Dennington, Gent,
pleaded that having occasion to use money and ‘makyng
good accompt of the fryndlye goodwyll of one John ffolkard
of Demyngton blacksmith’, he asked of him a loan of £4. He
gave a bill for £6 for a fixed date of repayment, and before it
was due tendered the £4. The deft said he did not want it
and that petitioner might keep it till asked for it. Not being
so asked he did not offer to take up the bill when due. About
five months afterwards, remembering the matter again, he
sent the £4, with 4 shillings for ‘recompense’. John ffolkard
refused the 4 shillings, saying he had lent the money from
‘Goodwyll onlie‘, and retained only the £4. On plaintiff
asking for the return of the bond to be cancelled, John
ffolkard refused it. Plaintiff feared to be sued upon it, as he
was without evidence of having tendered payment on the
day it was due, and brought this action to gain possession of
it. John ffolkard’s Answer denies both the money having
been tendered and his alleged refusal of the four shillings.

Nothing further is known of John and Dennington
register thus records his burial:
John ffolkard, Aged, buried — February, 1628/9.

6. Robert ffolkard, of Tannington, presumably a son
of Thomas ffolkard of Cransford. Brundish and
Tannington lie so close to Dennington, they form
almost one parish, so I thought it justifiable to assume
the residents of these three places to have been of one
family, and the first and last named of them, the
registers prove that this was the case.
1555. — Item the xiiith daie of October, was Baptised George
ffolkarde, the sonne of Robarte ffolkarde.

On 1 February, 1593 (1594 New Style), John
petitioned:

1573. — Item the xith daie of December was Buried John
ffolkard the sonne of Robt. ffolkard and Agnes vx.

The Right Honble Lord John Pirbright, Lord Keper of ye
grate seale of England Humbly complaynynge showeth unto
ye good Lord Keper your most suppliant and dutiful orato
John ffolkard of Dynington in ye county of Suff. blacksmith,
that he and Alice his wife were possessed of the copyhold of
9 acres pasture held of the manor of Dinnington and ‘your
sayd orato, about the feast of St Michael the Archangel in the
34th year of the Reyne did make and demyse to Robt
ffolcard of Dinnington aforesaid, his naturall brother’, these
9 acres, part of a messuage, and 9 acres of freehold pasture
on a yearly term, at £12 a year. Robert asked his brother for a
longer lease, which petitioner declined to give because they
were only his wife’s for her life. Afterwards ‘your sayd
orator myslykinge of the said Robt ffolcard renewinge his
lease of the sayd farme’ removed him from it upon notice
given. Robert ffolcard quarrelled with petr in consequence of
this, and confederated with Edward Lynsby, of Stradbrooke,
to cause the petr trouble by raising questions as to forfeiture
of the said lands, representing that he had a lease of them for
two years, and the confederates ‘did upon their othes in the
Court baron of the said manor before the Steward and
homage there deposed to the effect that your sayd orator
had made a lease of the premises for the yeares yf the sayd
Alyce, the wife of your sayd orator, did lyve so longe’.
Thomas Rouse Esquire, Lord of the Manor, thereupon seized
the land and demised it to Thomas Lovell, Gent. Petr seems
to ask authority to eject the latter till a suit had decided the
matter. Robert ffolcard and Edward lynsye denied, the
petitioner continues, that they had given testimony in the
hope of promoting petr’s eviction, but said that they were
‘promoted thereunto by the labor, anymatinge, and
solliciation of one William Norton, Gent., who hath
otherwise greately troubled and unjustly vexed your sayd
orator with vayrie unreasonable and — — suytes’. Prays for
all the parties to be examined as to these matters, and to be
bound to abide by ‘such order and Instruction, therein as to
your good Lordshipp shall seeme most honorable and
expedient in that behalfe, and the said orator shall Dayly
praye to the Almighty God for the protection of your good
Lordship with increase of honor long to continue’. The

1618. — William Beales and Alce ffolkard were married the
l5th of June.

These entries in Tannington Register are all we
know of Robert and Agnes.
7. Robert ffolkard, of Brundish, was, there is every
reason to believe, a son of the Robert ffolkard named
in the suit brought by John ffolkard, of Dennington,
quoted above, as “his naturall brother”.
Robert was thrice married, the first wife being Mary
Booterman. Dennington register records:
Roberte ffolcard and Mary Booterman married 20 October
1631.

The daughter of this marriage, Mary, according to
Robert’s will of 1662, was married to William Pantrye,
of Dickelborough. Her name, and that of her brother,
Roger ffolcard, also occurs in the will of a kinswoman
of her mother, Katherine Booterman, of fframlingham,
spinster, of 8 June, 1657 which has:
Item. — I give and bequeath unto my kindsman Roger
ffolkard Tenne shillings And to his sister Mary ffolkard
Thirty shillings.

Roger is also named in his father’s will. Dennington
register also records:
Mary ffolcard, wife of Robert, buried l l October 1635.

Robert’s second marriage was to Elizabeth Bryan,
the Dennington entries including
Robert ffolcard and Elizabeth Bryan married 20 April 1637.

No issue is known, and the reference in the
husband’s will implies, I think, that the three
remaining children were by the third marriage. The
Brundish register thus records the death of this second
wife:
1657. Elizabeth ffolkard, ye Wiffe of Robert ffolkard, depted
this life ye eleventh day of January, and was buried the
thiretenth day of the same month.
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life. At her death, one moiety to Audry Youngman, one
moiety to Ann Hall, and one moiety to Sarah Brook,
testator’s three daughters, and one moiety to William and
Elizabeth Daniels, his grandchildren. To Johnathan Hall of
Horsham, his son-in-law, 2 guineas. To William Daniels, his
son-in-law, one shilling. Wife and Johnathan Hall exors.
Proved 12 May, 1756.

Of the third wife’s marriage there is no trace, and
her maiden name is unknown. She is named as Marie
in her husband’s will, to which she was executrix in
1662. Nothing additional is known respecting her. Her
daughter Elizabeth named in her father’s will, was
probably referred to in the Brundish register:
1689. Silvanus Howard, of this Parish, Single man, and Eliza
ffolkard, of Wilby, Single Woman, were married September
30th Anno pdto.

10. John ffolkard, of Brundish and Wilby, last born
child of Robert (No. 7) and his third wife Marie.

The two other children, Robert and John, are noticed
below.
Apart from three marriages few events are noted in
Robert’s career. His first wife was buried at Dennington, but he probably moved to Brundish after her
death in 1635. On 25 March, 1651, he subscribed at
Dennington to the “Engagement” following:

John ffolkard, the sonne of Robert ffolkard and his wiffe,
was baptized the 20th day of March Anno predicto (1661).

He is named in his father’s Will and his marriage
licence names him a resident of Wilby, a few miles
only from Brundish.
August 29, 1688. John ffolkard, Wilby, to Ruth Hawes, of
Bedfield, either at Dallingho or Easton. James Wood, of
Bedfield, bondsman in £200.

I doe declare and pmisse I will be true and faithful to the
Commonwealth of England, as it is now established, without
a King, or Howse of Lords.

Ruth was a granddaughter of Robert Hawes of
Monk Soham. On 2 October, 1707, she administered to
land of her uncle Henry Hawes at Framlingham. She
survived her husband, and obtained admo. to his
estate in 1722.
In 1719 he was bondsman to the admon of his
brother Robert, and in that and his own admon he is
described as of Brundish. From the last we learn he
probably died in 1722. His sons, Henry and James
ffolkard, were sureties for this administration. Of his
children, Henry will be dealt with later. Of the others,
the Brundish register includes:

Davy names fifteen signatures to this, including
Robert’s. He adds “with others, of no note, if we may
judge by the names, to the number of 102”.
About 1660 he paid, as “Robt. ffoliard”, a tax upon
two hearths in Bramfield, evidencing family connections with that place. He made his will in 1662, and
died in the succeeding year, the Brundish register
recording:
1663. Robert ffolkard was buried the 26 day of June Anno
predicto.

Robert, ye son of John and Ruth Phocard, was baptised
9 March anno predicto (1692).

Will
Robert ffolkard of Brundish, Suffolk, Yeoman: 12 January,
1662. To Marie his daughter, wife of William Pantrye, of
Dickelborough, Norfolk, sundry furniture items, including
‘one ketle called the middle ketle”. To Robert ffolkard his
son, furniture “after the death of Mar my wife”. To
Elizeabeth, testator’s daughter, “a livery bed as it standeth in
the Buttery chamber” and other furniture after the death of
her mother. More furniture to “John my son”. Linen, brass,
and pewter to be divided among “my three youngest
children, Robert, Elizeabeth, and John”. To Roger his son
40s, to be paid to him by “Marie my wife if it has been
demanded by himselfe”. Residue of all kinds to his wife,
who is sole executrix, to bring up his three youngest
children. Signed with a large R as mark of Robert ffolkard,
and witnessed by John Crapnell and Robert Spurling.
Proved at Yoxford, 3 July, 1663, by Marie ffolkard the relict.

An entry in the Dennington register perhaps
indicates a marriage and birth of a son Robert:
William ffolkard, son of Robert and Mary, bap. December
15, 1757.

Continuing from the Brundish register:
James, ye son of John and Ruth Phocard, was borne ye 22d
and bap. ye 30th Decr Anno predicto (1697).
Ruth, ye Daugh: of John and Ruth Phocard, was borne ye 1st
and bap. ye 15 day of March Anno predicto (1699)
Lydia, ye Daur. of John and Ruth folcard, was borne ye 26 of
May and bap. ye 7 June Anno predicto (1705).

Lydia’s marriage is registered:
Richard Norton, of the Parish of Aldborough, Widr, and
Lydia ffolkard of this Parish, single woman, by License
January 2, 1723.

8. Robert ffolkard, of Tannington, Robert’s son, is
named in his father’s will as one of his three youngest
children. His name does not occur in the Tannington
register, and all that is known of him is derived from
the admon to his effects by his widow, Sarah ffolkard,
of 1719. With her in that administration was joined his
brother John, (10. below).
9. Thomas ffolkard, of Tannington, was probably
Robert’s son. We know no more than can be gleaned
from his will (1756) of he and his wife Awdrey. His
daughters and their marriages are obtained from that
will. It may be presumed that Mrs Daniels was the
daughter Elizabeth, the will naming her child
Elizabeth Daniels. No son is named, and the settlement at Tannington apparently died out with Thomas,
though I have met, with a “Guy ffolkud”, who may
have been his son. No locality is assigned to his name;
but in 1722 he brought an action in Chancery against
Maria Youngman, probably a relative of the
Youngman who married Thomas ffolkard’s daughter
Audrey. Guy pleaded in this suit in formâ pauperis.

Samuel, ye Son of John and Ruth ffolcard, was bap. June 25
Anno predicto (1708).

Samuel may have settled at Playford, where the
register has:
Deborah, Daughter of Samuel ffolkard and Mary his Wife,
was born October 4, 1730, and baptized November 8, 1730.

11. Henry ffolkard, of Brundish and Dennington, was
John’s third son. Brundish register has:
1695. Henry, ye son of John and Ruth Phocard, was borne
24 May and bap. ye 6 June.

Entries relating to the baptisms of his children,
indicate Henry’s wife’s name to have been Deborah.
She survived her husband, dying in 1771, her burial at
Dennington being noted:
Deborah ffolkard [Wido] buried 22 July 1771.

Will
Thomas ffolkard of Tannington, Suffolk: 7 January, 1756.
“Being sicke”. A moiety of all property to wife Audrey for

Little has come to light about Henry. In 1722 he was
a surety to the admon of his father. In 1753 the True
Terrier of Dennington recorded:
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Rebecca Buck, 1 shilling paid by Henry ffolkard for inclosing
the waste.

Robert ffolkard, son of Robert and Elizabeth, bapt. June 27,
1760.
Edwards ffolkard, son of Robert and Elizabeth, baptd July
25, 1762.

His death is entered in Dennington register:
Henry ffolkard Senior and Cock feeder [aged 68] buried
15 March 1763.

Edwards ffolkard, child of Robert and Elizabeth, aged 21/2
years, buried January 5, 1765.

The words “Cock feeder” may refer to his breeding
game fowls for the cock fights common at that time. Of
Henry’s children, John, Henry, and Robert are
separately noticed. Of the others, two are in Brundish
register:

Edwards ffolkard, son of Robert and Elizabeth, baptised July
13, 1766.

Edwards settled at Southwold, according to the
inscription on the tomb of his wife in Framlingham
churchyard:

1726. Henry, son of Henry and Deborah ffolkard private
bap. 18th April.

In
Memory of
Elizabeth
Relict of the late
Edwards Folkard
of Southwold
who departed this Life
April 26, 1841
Aged 77 years.

1723. Catherine, da. of Henry and Debora ffolkard, Bapd
22 January.

Both must have died young, for the Dennington
register duplicates the names of both at later dates,
and also records the other children:
Catherine ffolkard, da. of Henry and Deborah, bapt. January
25, 1731/2.

Dennington Register also notes another John in 1783:
John ffolkard, an infant, buried l2th March, 1783.

Deborah ffolkard, da. of Henry and Deborah, bapt. March
29, 1734.

The infant was probably never baptized, but
absence of any further detail makes assigning
parentage an impossibility.
13. William ffolkard, of Dennington, was also
Robert’s son, Dennington Register showing:

Ruth ffolkard, da. of Henry and Deborah, bapt. January 6,
1736/7.
Samuel ffolkard, son of Henry and Deborah, bapt. August
24, 1739.

William ffolkard, son of Robert and Elizabeth, baptised
December 28, 1756.

Mary ffolkard, da. of Henry and Deborah, bapt. July 24,
1746.

Nothing further is known of William who died in
1821. Dennington Register:

Probably Mary's marriage is that recorded in the
Framlingham register:

William ffolkard (aged 65), buried November 11, 1821.

Mary ffolkard, of fframlingham, s.w., married Thorndike
Jordan, s.m., of fframlingham, February 10, 1772.

The same register informs us of the wife of his son,
William Folkard, of Framlingham, though evidence is
presumptive only.

Evidently Henry left Brundish to live at Dennington
between 1726 and 1730.
12. Robert ffolkard, of Brundish and Dennington, was
the eldest son of Henry, Brundish register recording:

William Barker Folkard, son of William Folkard, of
Framlingham, and Sarah his wife, late Barker, spinster, was
buried February 1, 1810.

1721. Robert, son of Henry and Deborah ffolkard, 6th
October. Bapd.

A second entry states the child’s age was four years
only.
Willaim’s wife was therefore, Sarah Barker, whose
death was recorded in the Ipswich Journal, of
23 December, 1843:

He married in 1747, Dennington register reading:
Robert ffolkard and Elizabeth Edwards, single, married by
Licence Oct. 30, 1747.

17 instant, at Kettleburgh, in the 63rd year of her age, Sarah,
widow of Mr. William Folkard, of Framlingham.

Elizabeth was a daughter of John Edwards and
Frances (Kersey) and aunt to the George Edwards who
married Anne, daughter of James Cordy, of
Worlingworth. In 1790 his name was on the Poll List
for Knights of the Shire as a freeholder in Dennington.
He died in 1805. Dennington register has:

She was buried by William’s side in Framlingham
churchyard, the inscription to her memory below.
After her husband’s death in 1821, Sarah went to live
with relations at Livermere, and used constantly to
visit relatives at Dennington.
In February or March, 1808, William among others,
signed a petition to Pembroke Hall, Oxford, for
permission to enclose land in Framlingham, this being
acceded to. William was a butcher, his burial being
named in the register there:

Robert Folkard, a married man, was buried 26th September
1805, aged 83.
Elizabeth ffolkard, widow, [aged 85] buried June 11 1811.

The same register affords details of their children
not separately dealt with:

William Folkard, of Framlingham, buried July 12, 1821, aged
43 years.

Elizabeth ffolkard, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth,
baptised November 1, 1749.

The joint tomb of this second William and his wife
was in Framlingham churchyard, and bore the
inscription:

Anne ffolkard, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth, baptised
December 26, 1751.
Anne ffolkard, married to Robert Burgess, July 18, 1771.

Sarah his wife
who died
Decr 17. 1843
In the 63rd year
of herAge.

Sarah ffolkard, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth. baptd
August 28, 1754.
Sarah ffolkard, single, married Anthony fflick, md by banns
July 20, 1773.
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IN MEMORY OF
William
Folkard
who died
July 7. 1821
In the 43rd year
of his Age.

The tomb can no longer be seen. The children of
William and Sarah, apart from William Barker Folkard
lived to manhood, and carried on trades in
Framlingham.
14. John Folkard, of Dennington and Parham, was a
son of Henry of Brundish (No. 11). John and his
descendants at Parham were not in any way
connected with the line of ffolkards of older residence
in the same place, dealt with earlier.
His baptism is recorded in the Dennington register:

Her maiden name was Matilda Smith.
To
the Memory of
Sally
the wife of Samuel Aldis
and daughter of Samuel and Maria Folkard
of this Parish
who died January 8, 1849
aged 29 years
Also in memory of
their infant.

John ffolkard, son of Henry and Deborah, baptized January
15, 1743/4.

In
Memory of
Mary Ann, the wife of
John Folkard,
who departed this life
November 22, 1862
aged 21 years.

John seems to have married twice. Of Elizabeth, his
first wife nothing is known and the only information
of his second is in the Parham register:
Elisabeth ffolkard, wife of John ffolkard, burd. 19 May 1774.

A second entry possibly refers to a child of this
couple:

Alas! how changed that lovely flower
Which bloomed and cheered my heart;
Fair fleeting comfort of an hour
How soon we’re called to part

Deborah ffolkard, an infant, buried 14 September, 1774.

The date at which John left Dennington for Parham
is uncertain. The parish clerk at the latter place
recollected him, and told me (1890) that, although
”only a labourer, he had been able to bring all his sons
up well’. John lived to the great age of 92, according to
a note in the Ipswich Journal of 2 February, 1833.

The clerk informed me that the above, the first wife
of John Folkard, bore the maiden name of Mary Ann
Blomfield (1890).
15. Henry ffolkard, of Dennington, son to Henry
(No. 11) whose baptism in 1727 is recorded in the
Dennington register:

On the 26th ulto, died in his 92nd year, John Folkard, of
Parham, labr.

Little has been learned of him beyond the facts
already named. He was probably the John Folkard
who, was witness to the marriage, in 1775, of Benjamin
ffolkard to Honour Hitcham. He had a numerous
family, descendants from which were still living at
Parham in 1890. The information respecting his family,
was largely obtained from the old clerk above referred
to, and I propose only to quote here the inscriptions on
such of their tombs as I found in Parham churchyard:

Henry, son of Henry and Deborah ffolkard, bapt. January 31,
1726/7.

Henry’s wife was Mary Bicker, whose marriage is
recorded in Brundish register:
Henry ffolkard and Mary Bicker, both single persons, were
married by Banns July ye 25, 1748.

No further information of Mary has been obtained.
Her husband must have left Brundish to live at
Dennington about 1750, as her first-born child was the
only one baptised in Brundish:

To
the Memory of
Henry Folkard
who died October 16 1846
Aged 70 years.

Henry, son of Henry and Mary ffolkard, February 19th
baptd, 1748 (New style 1749).

Henry was a son of John the labourer. Another son’s
tomb bears:

He must have been a seven-months child.
Dennington register:

In Memory of
Elizabeth
the wife of
William Folkard
who died January 28th 1849
Aged 62 years.

Mary ffolkard, da. of Henry and Mary, baptd July 3, 1751.
Mary ffolkard, child of Henry and Mary (infant), buried
17 May, 1763.
James ffolkard, son of Henry and Mary, baptd July 8, 1753.
Robert and Hannah ffolkard, Twins of Henry and Mary,
bap. March 30, 1756.

Pass a few swiftly fleeting years,
And all that now in bodies live
Shall quit like me this value of tears
Their righteous sentence to receive.

John ffolkard, son of Henry and Mary, bap. July 1, 1759.
Ann ffolkard, da. of Henry and Mary, bap. June 22, 1762.

Also of
William Folkard
who died February 26 1875
Aged 86 years.

16. John ffolkard, of Dennington, presumably brother
to Robert (No. 7). There is no record of his birth.
Dennington register records his marriage:
John ffolcard and Elisabeth Jessop maryed 6th May 1607.

William was a master bricklayer at Parham. His
son’s tomb bears the following:

Elizabeth predeceased her husband, as the same
register has:

In Memory of
James Folkard
who died March 2, 1847
aged 31 years
Also of
Matilda his wife
who died November 2, 1846
aged 30 years.

John ffolkard, Widdower, buried 19th November, 1624.

A daughter Elisabeth was probably born to the
couple:
Elizabeth ffolcard and Thomas Goodale married 31 May,
1636.

A Jotham ffolkard, who paid 4 shillings subsidy in
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Charles, Susan, and Harriett Folkard, sons and
daughters of Isaac and Honour Folkard, bapt. May 5,
1803. [See Honour Folkard in the Framlingham
register p 49.]
Harriet, daughter of Isaac and Honour Folkard, born
April 8, bapt. May 19, l805.
John Folkerd was baptized the viith day of November,
Anno 1563.
Thomas Folkard was baptized the xxiv day of August
A.D. 1570 [Private].
Thomas Folkard was baptized the xxvi. day of October
A.D. 1570. [Here is a second instance of a public
following a private baptism.]
Anne Folkard was baptized the xii day of August
1573.
Fraunces Folkard was baptized the xxvi day of
February 1575.
John Folkard was baptized the last day of September
An. 1578.
Henry Folkard was baptized the xii day of March A.D.
1580.
Thome Folkard was baptized ye xxv day of August
A.D. 1583.
Lidea Folkard was baptized the iiii day of April 1586.
Nycholas Folkard was baptized the vi day of April
1589.
Henry Folkard and Dorathie Wypps (?) were married
the xxv day of Maye. Anno.1567
George Gould and Christian Folkard were married the
xxiii day of August 1617.

1596, for lands valued at 20 shillings in Dennington,
was probably a brother of John. Edmund ffolkard may
have been another brother. Dennington register names
him:
John ffolcard, sonne of Edmund, buried 29 March, 1657.

The Mary named in another extract from this
register was probably also a child of this Edmund
ffolkard.
Mary ffolcard and Thomas Piet [quare] married 7 October,
1657.

The further entries in the same register I assume
relate to other members of this family.
Anna ffolcard and Joseph Moyse, both single, maryed
22 November, 1609.
Mary ffolcarde and Thomas Cook married 29 May, 1615.
Elizabeth ffolkard and Richard Parker married 28 April,
1629.

17. William ffolkard is a man named in Dennington
register whose parentage I cannot even guess at! As
there are two known descents from him, however, it
seems desirable to give him place on the pedigree:
William ffolkard, son of William and Mary, baptd
September 6, 1777.
John ffolkard, son of William and Mary, baptd November
22nd, 1778.
John ffolkard (infant) buried 12 March, 1783.
Elizabeth ffolkard (aged about 20 years) baptized June 14,
1801.
Elizabeth Folkard, single, married James Pendle by banns
Feby 5, 1802.

These entries suggest that all the baptisms, except
the first in this register of Broome, were of children
born to Henry and Dorathie. In extension of the
evidence as to this settlement afforded by the above
extracts from parish registers, it may be desirable here
to quote from my notes (apart from register entries) as
to individuals resident at Wilby and Broome.– ACF

Elizabeth was probably a sister to the last John and
also she was named in entries of the same register:
Probably the last entries indicate refusal to marry,
either by James Pendle or by the Church, until baptism
had been performed.
The following register entries in Oakley, Wilby and
Broome are included for the sake of completeness — a
connected pedigree has never been established. There
is evidence in the will of Thomas ffolcar of Broome
that the earliest settlers there had land at Brundish and
so were probably of that line.

Wilby.
John ffolkard, in 1543, paid a subsidy of 20 shillings on
goods valued at £20. He may have been the John (son
of Robert) shown as having died at Tannington in
1573.

Oakley Register
Christian Folkerd, daughter of Richard Folkerd and
Katherine his wife, was baptised of April Anno pdcto
1582.
Christian Folkerd was buried the xxi of ye same
moneth.
William Folkerde, son of Richard Folkerd and
Katherine his wife, was baptized the xxvith day of
September, 1533.
Richard Folkerd, son of Richard Folkerd and
Katherine his wife, was baptized the xxist of October
Anno pdCto 1586 [Private bap)].
Richard Folkerd, son of Richard and Katherine, was
baptized the xxxth of December pto 1586.“[This
second entry perhaps refers to a subsequent public
baptism.]
Katheryn Folkerd, daughter of Richard Folkerd and
Katheryn his wife, was the xxiiii daye of June Annio
pdcto 1589.
Ann Pholkard was Buried ye Twelth day of January
1653.

Broome.
1. Thomas ffolkard would seem to have been,
perhaps, the first settler here. In his will he refers to his
property at “Brodyshe” (Brundish), thus indicating his
probable connection with the family living at that
place. Not improbably he was the Thomas who
appears on the pedigree as a son of Thomas ffolkard,
of Cransford, and as living in 1558. In 1522 he was
thus named on a subsidy roll:
Thomas ffolkard, servant to Sir John Cornwalys, in wages 20
shillings, pays 6d.

I suspect him to have been bailiff to this Sir John. In
1523 he paid 4d. on a similar assessment. He made his
Will in 1567, it having been proved in 1572. This Will
names his wife Margerye as living at the date of it.
Also his sons John, Henry, and Thomas, his doughter
Agnes, married to Robert Hendrye, and her son, John
Hendrye.
Should “Brodyshe,” be more properly read
Brockdish than Brundish, it would indicate probable
derivation of this line at Broome from that at Horham.
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But Brockdish is in Norfolk, and the will quoted from
does not, as was customarily done, name a county
distinct from that of the residence of the testator.

the Broome register after that date were probably
those of their children. In 1565 he paid a subsidy of
16d on land in Broome valued at 20 shillings, as Henry
folcarde, and a like amount on a second roll of 1580, as
Henry ffolkarde. He further paid a similar subsidy in
1591.
3. John ffolkard was another son of Thomas (No. 1).
He paid a subsidy in 1565 of 2/6 on goods in Broome
valued at £3. Among the marriage licences issued at
Ipswich is the following:

Will
Thomas ffolcar ( ffolcarde) of Brome, Suffolk, 29 July, 1567.
To be buried “in the Sanctuary where I shall depart”. To
Margerye his wife, tenement called ‘Males’ and land in
Brodyshe and Thorpe for life. Afterwards to his son John. He
to pay Agnes Hendrye “my daughter” ……… To John
Hendrye, son of Robert Hendrye, a bequest. To Henry
ffolcar “my son“ £8. To Thomas “my son” £8. Proved
5 March, 1572 by exor Thomas ffolcar.

8 December 1567. Licence to John ffolkarde of Broome and
Anne Gosnold of Sturston.

2. Henry ffolkard, son to the above, was married to
Dorathie Wypps in 1567. All the entries of baptism in

The baptism of Anne ffolkard in the register of 1573
was probably that of a daughter of this couple.
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Centre spread:
Facsimile of COtt.CH XV 24
British Museum
An armorial Pedigree of the descent of Sir Edward Coke,
Lord Chief Justice of England, from the families of
Folkard, De Sparham, Paston, Knightley & others of
Com. Norfolk.
Date c1600.
Shown lightly less than half full size.
Opposite:
Facsimile of ADD. MS 5523
British Museum
Shewing descent of Sir Edward Coke, Lord Chief Justice
of England from John Folkard, Lord of Sparham, Norf
Dated 1615.
Shown slightly less than half full size.

